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EDITOR's NOTEBOOK - INVERNESS COUNTY RECREATION, TOURISM, CULTURE AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICE 

The kids are headed back to school as summer wanes. Although July wasn't the nicest 
month weather-wise, it was certainly jam-packed with music and other events. We sure 

know how to have a party here in Inverness County! 
For example, this year's Broad Cove concert was absolutely outstanding. I hope that you 

had a chance to be there. If not, plan on it for next year - you won't be disappointed. 
Speaking of planning, don't forget that there are still many concerts, ceilidhs, dances 

community dinners and other events on schedule for the Fall. Check with your local Visitor's 
Centre, the Oran, local community bulletin boards, or local radio and TV stations for the most 

Marie Aucoin up-to-date information and plan to attend some of these events - you won't be sorry. The big- 
Editor gest of these, the Celtic Colours International Festival, will take place October 7- 15, with thir­ 

teen out of the forty-one performances scheduled for Inverness County. During the "Colours" 
there will also be ceilidhs, dances, workshops, art exhibitions and community dinners to enjoy. 

And, don't forget the West Bay Road Fall Fair takes place September 23- 25 plus the Hike the Highlands Festival, 
September 10 - 18. Indeed, there's still lots of life left in the festival season, be sure to get out and enjoy it! 

Our non-profit organizations, who (thankfully) spend countless hours volunteering and organizing many special 
events and activities, are reminded that the County Recreation/Tourism Department will soon begin preparing the 
Winter/Spring Events Brochure. There is no cost to our non-profit groups to be listed in this brochure, therefore be 
sure to submit your information as soon as possible. (How many opportunities are there these days to get adver­ 
tising for free?) The brochure will promote activities scheduled to take place from January to June 2012. Contact 
Margie Beaton at (902) 787-2274, Fax: (902) 787-3110 or email her at: margie.beaton@invernesscounty.ca with 
your information (or to get the deadline for submissions.) 

Organizers of events should also take advantage of the free promotion opportunities offered by the NS Depart­ 
ment of Tourism, Culture and Heritage through their website at: www.novascotia.com. They will publish your event 
information on their website free of charge. This is an excellent marketing opportunity which should be utilized 
to the fullest as this site is visited by many tourists planning trips to NS. For more information on promoting your 
festival or events, please contact the Recreation/Tourism office at (902) 787-2274. 
This issue includes the listings for programs and workshops for the fall session. This year you will be pleased to 

see that there are many new classes and workshops on offer, as well as your old favourites. Our programmers have 
been working hard to bring you as much variety as possible. If a course or workshop is not offered in your area and 
you don't mind travelling, feel free to sign up for a course at any other location. Alternatively, if you would like to 
see a course or workshop made available in your own geographic area, contact your programmer to find out if this 
is feasible. 

Enjoy everything Inverness County has to offer this fall season, that's exactly what I plan to do and I hope that I'll 
see many of you on my travels. 
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ANCESTORS UNLIMITED 
HELPING TO FIND YOUR 

INVERNESS COUNTY ROOTS 
by Dr Jim St. Clair 

PUBLICATIONS: 
A Possible Madness, by Frank Macdonald of 
Inverness (published in July 2011 by Cape Breton 
University Press, price $24.95.) 

While the book is identified as a novel, and 
certainly is such, it contains many thinly disguised 
references to the history oflnverness Town ( called 
Shean in this work) and to the economic and 
cultural history of all of Inver­ 
ness County. For people looking 
for new insights into our past 
and our present, this work is of 
major significance. Available 
at the Bear Paw Gift Shop and 
the Oran in Inverness, the Cape 
Breton Curiosity Shop in Sydney, the Blue Heron in 
Baddeck and other outlets. 

DOCUMENT: 
Much history and genealogy is contained in a one­ 
hundred-and-ninety-year old petition, which ori­ 
ginated in the Mabou/Port Hood area. It is a Call to 
the Presbytery- signed by over fifty heads of house­ 
holds in that area -to William Millar (a licentiate of 
the Church of Scotland, who had newly arrived in 
Nova Scotia to be the minister of the newly formed 

Mabou-Port Hood Presbyterian 
Church.) 

Millar was ordained by the 
Presbytery of Pictou in 1821 
and came to Inverness County 
that same year, where he 
remained as minister for over 

"My greatest desire is to bequeath 
to those I love nothing less than 
the fondest of memories of a life 
well lived and loved." -Anon. 

The Postal History of Port Hood Island, (published 
in the Postal History Society Journal, June 2006, by 
Gordon Smith of Halifax.) 

From the time of the establishment of the Port 
Hood Island Post Office in 1865 (as a Way Office) 
until its closure in 1987, this publication records 
and identifies the activities of the various carriers 
and includes many accompanying anecdotes and 
photographs, which add to the story. Mr. Smith 
has also provided illustrations of many of the post 
marks through the years and is hoping to find more 
examples. 

If any of our readers have post cards or letters 
with the mark of the Port Hood Island postal stamp 
visible, please contact the editor of this column. 

For those readers'who may wish to prepare 
other accounts oflocal post offices in Inverness 
County, the Public Archives in Halifax and the 
Postal Archives in Ottawa contain a great deal of 
useful information. 

If others have already prepared an account such 
as this, of any other post offices in the county (or, if 
you plan to do so in the future,) we would appreci­ 
ate hearing from you. 
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thirty years. 
Two versions of the Call to Reverend William 

Millar by the people of Port Hood and Mabou are 
extant - one in. Reverend John Murray's History of 
the Presbyterian Church in Cape Breton, and the 
other in John L. Mac Dougall's History of Inverness 
County. Reference has also been made to another 
version, contained in a document held in archives 
in Saskatchewan. 

It can be assumed that the version in Murray's 
was taken from the minutes of the Presbytery of 
Cape Breton Island, while the one in MacDougall's 
probably came from the papers of somebody in 
Port Hood or Mabou at the time that MacDougall 
compiled his book. 

Two lists of names may be found - one in each 
of the above sources. Another list - which is almost 
illegible - can be found in a framed version on a 
wall of the former United Church of Mabou Hills­ 
borough. 

The declaration of the petition reads: 
Mabou and Port Hood 
August 24th 1821 

We, the subscribers, being inhabitants of Mabou 
and Port Hood, considering the great want of the 
gospel dispensation in those places, have this day 

Continued page 4...ANCESTORS 
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Continued from page 3...ANCESTORS 

addressed a Call to the Presbytery of Pictou, pray­ 
ing them to send us the Rev. Wm. Millar to be 
settled among us as gospel preacher and for his 
support we promise to pay conjunctly according 
to our several ability in the following manner; for 
the first year of his instalment, we engage to pay 
him the sum of ninety pounds currency; for the 
second year, one hundred and after that to increase 
his salary five pounds each year until it amounts 
to one hundred and fifty pounds, which sum we 
promise from that time forward to pay him so 
long as he may 
be able to perform the several functions of his 
office. (This version is contained in The History 
of the Presbyterian Church in Cape Breton, by 
Murray.) 
In the version printed in MacDougall, the 
petition concludes with, "that the cause of 
religion may prosper among us in the Church 
is the fervent prayer of every one who subscribes 
this call and shall be our endeavour, through Grace 
strengthening us to promote." (see MacDougall, p. 
46 for the full statement.) 

The following list has been compiled from 
blending the Murray and MacDougall lists with 
names arrnaged alphabetically: 
(Note: In this list, PH- designates those who lived 
in Port Hood or Port Hood Island at the time, and 
as best as can be determined. The others listed 
lived in the Mabou-Hillsborough-Brook Village­ 
Cape Mabou area. Much information about many 
of these people may be found in the archives at An 
Drochaid in Mabou and at the Chestico Museum 
and Archives in Port Hood, as well as in Mabou 
Pioneers, Book 2 and MacDougall's History of 
Inverness County. Editorial comments are in 
parentheses.) 
John Adams 
Frances Bowen (also spelled Bone) 
David Breen (or O'Brien) (PH?) 
David Brennan 
Robert Brownlee (also spelled Brownley) 
Christopher Bull (PH) 
James Bull (PH) 
Robert Bull (PH) 
William Bull (PH) 
Wm. Crawford (PH) 
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Wm.Crowell 
Giles Corry 
David F. Curtin (PH) 
William Dien 
William Dyer (Dwyer) (Dien and Dyer may be the 

same person) 
Alexander Fraser (PH) 
Hugh Fraser (PH) 

John D. Giles (PH) 
Wm. Green 
James Hawley 

David Hunter 
John Keith 

Robert Kindle (PH?) (or Kendall) 
Ebeneezer Leadbetter 
Alexander Mac Callum 
James MacCallum 
Kenneth Mac Callum 
Ranald MacDonald (PH) 

R. MacDonald 
James McKeen 
Samuel McKeen 
Wm. W. McKeen 
George Maloney (eventually settled in Cape North) 
Andrew Moore (moved to Pleasant Bay) 
John Parker (PH?) 
William Pollock 
Richard Potter 
Peter Renouf 
John Roper (PH) (family moved to Ingonish) 
Henry Shierer (PH?) 
Robert Sinclair 
David Smith 
Elizabeth Smyth (probably actually Rebecca of Port 
Hood Island- widow of Capt David Smith - the only 
woman on list) 
Isaac Smith (Port Hood) 
John Smith (Port Hood Island) 
Lewis L. Smith 
Parker Smith (Port Hood Island) 
Andrew Stevenson (Port Hood?) 
Benjamin Worth 
John Worth 
Joseph Worth 
Richard Worth 
William Worth 
James Wright 

The Participaper - Vol 32, No 4 



ANCESTORS UNLIMITED continued from page 4... 

William Wright (Port Hood) 
Elisha Young 
Reuben Young - 

The importance of this document - in addition 
to providing genealogical information about many 
early residents in central Inverness County - also 
suggests that the inhabitants (many immigrants or 
children of immigrants) were much interested in 
the establishment of institutions such as they had 
known in their earlier homes. 

Several Protestant families known to be in the 
area are not found on the document, but most were 
probably Anglican and loosely connected with St. 
George's Anglican Church in Sydney. 

ARCHIVAL SOURCES: 
ROPER ACCOUNT BOOK - A newly acquired account 
book, listing the transactions of the merchant Jesse 
Roper of Port Hood in 1820, is now at the Chestico 
Museum and Archives. It reveals a great deal about 
the purchases and the method of payment of a 
number of early residents of Port Hood and Mabou. 
The records provide insight into the commerce of 
that early period. 

Vital Statistics from The Presbyterian Witness (as 
published by J. and S. McCormack) is available at 
the Beaton Institute, the Nova Scotia Highland Vil­ 
lage and The Public Archives of Nova Scotia, and 
possibly other archives. 

Thousands of accounts of births, deaths and 
marriages are arranged alphabetically. The names 
of many who were of other denominations are 
included, as well as a few noted people from Great 
Britain whose deaths and marriages were published 
in newspapers. 

The vital statistics from the years 1848 to 1865, 
and again from 1877 to 1908, are very useful as few 
births and deaths and marriages were registered in 
Halifax prior to 1865. After 1877, only marriages 
were placed in the public record until 1908. 

For example, in Vol 3 of the publication, the 
marriage of Andrew Moore of Grandanse (i.e. 
Pleasant Bay) to Mary McLean, daughter of Charles 
McLean of Margaree is recorded. The marriage, 
performed by Rev. Wm Sinclair at Mabou, took 
place on the 13 of November 1867. As well, the 
death of Mrs Andrew Moore of Pleasant Bay in 
1881 at the age of 33 is listed - the cause of death 
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being measles. (Is this Mary whose marriage is 
noted above?) And in the same vol., the death of 
Mrs Andrew Moore is listed as having taken place 
at Pleasant Bay on the 10th of March in 1877­ 
age 75 and "relict of the late Andrew Moor"(sic) 
[Could this have been Janet McQuarrie formerly of 
Mabou ?] 
QUERY: 
The descendants of the MacQuarrie Family of 
Pictou Co., Dunakym (New Canada-Glencoe), 
Mabou Village, West Bay, and 
Inverness County, are searching for the connection 
of their family to other MacQuarries in Inverness 
County and in Scotland. 

Neil and Margaret (Matheson) MacQuarrie are 
found in 1871 in the Dunakym-Glencoe area of 
Mabou. Neil is said to have been born in Pictou Co 
in 1830 and to have married Margaret Matheson 
of West Bay in 1854. Neil and Margaret are buried 
in the West Bay Cemetery. He died in West Bay 
in 1911 and she died in Boston, Massachusetts in 
1913. They are found on the 1881 census living in 
Mabou Village and in 1901 in Black River (West 
Bay) Richmond County. 

Who were the parents of Neil MacQuarrie? 
On the 1838 Census, there is a Charles McQuarrie 
who lived in the general area of New Canada. Some 
authorities give his wife as Sarah McLean and his 
birth place as the Island of Rum. 

Is there any documentation that proves Neil's 
parentage? It is curious that, if Charles is his father, 
there are no children in Neil and Margaret's family 
named Charles. 

The youngest of Neil and Margaret's family 
was William Jacob MacQuarrie (who was born 
in Dunakym, Glencoe) in 1874. His two names 
suggest some connection to the Judson Family, in 
which both names are found and who lived near 
the MacQuarries. What would be the connection if 
any? 

Who can identify the exact location of Neil 
and Margaret's home in Dunakym-Glencoe? Who 
knows where Charles MacQuarrie of that area is 
buried? What connection is there to the 
Mac Quarries of Strathlorne-Lake Ainslie? Who has 
information about MacQuarries of Rum? 

Please contact the editor with any information 
you might have to share. III 
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Beware of 
Scammers!!! 
There have been a spate of calls 
I recently from scammers targeting 

Nova Scotians. The callers claim to 
be from Microsoft Tech Support or 
say that they are working on behalf of 

Microsoft. Those answering the phone are told that their computer is 
infected and they (the fake "technician'') is calling to help fix it. 

Be aware that these are fake calls. The individuals whom, for the 
most part appear to be located in India, are trying to get access to your 
computer and any sensitive or financial information that may be on it. 

This type of scam has been around for a few years, however they 
seem to have recently increased in this area. The callers are persistent 
and can become quite belligerent when the calls do not go their way 
and they may keep calling back. 

These calls usually goes something like this: 
.They will tell you that they are calling from Microsoft (or on 
behalf of Microsoft) and have identified that your computer has 
been infected with a virus. They will then proceed to tell you that 
you must go to (a specific website) and let them log in and fix it. 
- they will attempt to charge you for "fixing" your computer. 
-plus, if you go to the web site they will access your computer and 
install Trojans or other malware that will allow them to access your 
computer and steal any information that you have stored there. 
If you do not follow their instructions they may threaten to cut off 

your Internet service - do NOT believe them, do not respond to them. 
Simply hang up. Microsoft has stated that they never make such calls. 
If you think the call may be legitimate (e.g. from your Internet Ser­ 

vice Provider) then hang up and call them back using the number that 
you have for them - not a number provided by the caller - then verify 
the legitimacy of the call. .. 

Take the time to keep yourself safe from scammers - visit the 
following on-line sites to learn more about how you could be 
"scammed" and how to protect yourself: 

http:/ /www.microsoft.com/ security/ online-privacy / 
phishing-symptoms.aspx 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/jul/18/ 
phone-scam-india-call-centres 
http://www.scambusters.org/scamlines/23.html 

NS Power Issues a 
Warning to 
Residents about a 
Telephone Scam 

Nova Scotia Power is warn­ 
ing its customers of a 

telephone scam that has been 
reported to the company. In 
this scam, a caller claims to be a 
representative of NS Power or 
another company, most com­ 
monly referred to as "Hydro 
Power" or "Hydro Saver." The 
caller then offers the customer 
an electronic device that will 
allegedly reduce their power 
bill by 30-50%. Customers are 
asked to make a credit card pay­ 
ment over the phone. 

These calls are not from 
Nova Scotia Power and the pur­ 
ported energy savings devices 
don't exist. NS Power is not 
aware of any cases in which 
customers have actually provid­ 
ed their credit card information 
to the caller, but anyone who 
has should contact their local 
police. 
If you receive a suspicious 

call, you are encouraged to 
phone NS Power's Customer 
Service line at 1-800-428-6230. 
A representatives will collect 
information about the call and 
report any suspicious calls 
to the Canadian Anti-Fraud 
Centre- http:/ /www.antifraud­ 
centre.ca 

RCMP Remind Motorists about Seat Belt Use 

The RCMP wish to remind the motoring public that the failure to wear a seatbelt could cost you more 
than a fine -it could cost you your life! 
The RCMP will continue to monitor and enforce seatbelt usage in the province. Motorists found 

breaking the law should NOT expect a warning: Fines for not wearing a seatbelt start at $167.71. 
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>-ri1 e fall book order has been placed! The library is 
Bibliotheque Regionale l expecting a great supply of the latest titles by bestselling 
Eastern Counties authors sure to please you. Even if the title still has to be pro- 

, Regional Library cessed, you may still place a hold on the following new titles, 
to save your place in the line. Anne Perry's, Acceptable Loss; 

Linwood Barclay's, The Accident; Lee Child's, The Affair; Robert Ludlum's, The Ares Decision; Nicholas Spark's, The 
Best of Me; and Iris Johansen's, Bonnie, are but a few of the new titles sure to pique your interest. 
Counting the days 'til Christmas? Place a hold on James Patterson's, Christmas Magic, Anne Perry's, A Christmas 
Homecoming, or Marcia Willett's, Christmas Angel. Visit your library or go online at www.ecrl.library.ns.ca to 
search the catalogue and place your hold. 

WHY NOT BECOME A BOOK BUDDY? If you have a friend or relative who can't easily visit a library or a link site, you can 
help them out by becoming a Book Buddy! Just drop by the library to pick up a permission slip. Once signed by 
both of you, it's full speed ahead. 
Boo Ks BY MAIL: If you live too far away from a branch or link site, you may qualify for free delivery of library 
books to your mailbox. Call us at 1-855-787-READ (1-855-787-7323) or request a book online. 

BRANCHES: SEPTEMBER 6- DECEMBER 16, 2011 
,-----------------, 

MARGAREE FORKS Tel/Fax: 248-2821 MULGRAVE 

Monday: 1:30- 4:30 & 5:00 - 8:00 pm 
Tuesday & Wednesday: CLOSED 
Thursday: 10:00 am - 12:00 pm & 

12:30 - 4:30 & 5:00 - 7:00 pm 
10:00 am - 3:00 pm 
10:00 am - 2:00 pm 

CLOSED 

Friday: 
Saturday: 
Sunday: 

NEW HOURS 
Tel: 747-2588 

Fax:747-2500 
Monday to Thursday ­ 

1:00 pm 
Friday: 10:00 am 
Saturday: 
Sunday 

- 6:00 pm 
- 1:00 pm 
CLOSED 
CLOSED 

PT HAWKES BURY 
Tel/Fax 625-2729 
NEW HOURS 
Monday ro Thursday ­ 

3: 00 pm - 8:00 pm 
3:00 pm - 6:00 pm 
11:00 am - 4:00 pm 

CLOSED 

Friday: 
Saturday: 
Sunday: 

HOURS: L1BR@RY LINKS: SEPTEMBER 6 - DECEMBER 16, 2011 

CHET1CAMP, ECOLE NDA 
(every 4 weeks) Wednesday 

3:00 - 5:30 & 6:00 - 7:30 pm 
Sep 14 Oct 12 
Nov 9 Dec 7 

INVERNESS ACADEMY 
(every 2 weeks) Thursday 

2:00 - 5:30 & 6.00 - 8:00 pm 
Sep 1, 15,29 Oct 13, 27 

Nov 10, 24 Dec 8 

J UDIQUE COMMUNITY CENTRE 
(every 4 weeks) Tuesday 

4:30 - 5:30 & 6:00 - 7:30 pm 
Sep 20 Oct 18 
Nov 15 Dec 13 

MABOU, DALBRAE ACADEMY 
(every 2 weeks) Wednesday 

3:45 - 5:30 & 6:.00 - 8:00 pm 
Sep 7, 21 Oct 5, 19 
Nov 2, 16, 30 Dec 14 

PORT Hoon RESOURCE CENTRE 
(every 4 weeks) Tuesday 

3:30 pm - 6:30 pm 
Sep 6 Oct 4 Nov 1,29 

~=======================-__J '-------------__J '-------------~ 

ST. JOSEPH DU MOINE/CENTRE 
SAINT-JOSEPH (every 2 weeks) 
(Thursday) Noon -5:15 pm & 
6:00 - 8:00 pm Sep 8, 22 
Oct 6, 20 Nov 3,17 Dec 1,15 

WiHYCOCOMAGH EDUCATION 
CTR (every 4 weeks) Wednesday 
3:30 - 5:30 &6:00 - 8:00 pm 

Sep 28 Oct 26 Nov 23 

For further information or to confirm schedules, please call ECRL 
Headquarters at 1-855-787-READ (1-855-787-7323. 
Website: www.ecrl.library.ns.ca Check us out 1 "» 

E-mail: info@nsme.library.ns.ca on Facebook! • 

HIKE Nov A SCOTIA encourages and promotes hiking, walking and snowshoeing throughout 
Nova Scotia. Membership in Hike NS means keeping up-to-date on the latest hilting news 
and having a say in its many projects. Hike NS is supported by the Nova Scotia Department of I Health Promotion and Protection. For more information: http://www.hikenovascotia.ca. Email: 

~ info@hikenovascotia.ca or Phone: (902) 442-5055. 
I 
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