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DIRECTOR’S DESK
THE INVERNESS COUNTY RECREATION, TOURISM,
CULTURE AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICE REPORT

RECREATION & CONTINUING EbucATION
ProGrAMS:

We are pleased to welcome Darlene Ellis,
Peggy Gillis and Grace MacDonald to
our team of school and community
programmers. Darlene will be our programmer for the
Whycocomagh area, Peggy Gillis will take care of
Scotsville and Grace MacDonald will look after the
Glendale area. Contact information for all of our
programmers can be found on the back page of chis
issue. Don't be shy, they really do want to hear your
ideas! O, if chere is a workshop/course/program that
you would like to offer be sure to get in touch. The
programmers from all areas want to hear ideas or
suggestions for programs/courses/workshops.

For the fall session, you will notice lots of new and
exciting classes for different ages, offered in several

locations, by professional dance instructor Michelle
Greenwell.

Programmer contact information, registration dates/
times and program listings begin on page 8.

RecIsTRATION WEEK Is SEPTEMBER 13 - 17
Register early!
You may risk the chance of a course being cancelled if
you wait until the last minute to register and everyone
else did too!

“INvERNESS COUNTY CHALLENGES YOU TO BE ACTIVE YOUR
Wy, EvEry DAy FOR LIFE”

77TH ANNUAL CAPE BRETON FIDDLERS' RUN:

With a mission to promote physical fitness and healthy
living locally, the annual Fiddlers’ Run is more than
just a race. The Fiddlers' Run encourages people of all
ages to live healthier. The Fiddlers' Run consists of a

Marathon, Half-Marathon, Team Relay, a 10 km and a
Director’s Desk continues page 31...

THE NEXT ISSUE OF ZHE PARTICIPAPER
15 THE CHRISTMAS [SSUE
IT WILL BE DELIVERED
TO RESIDENTS IN MID-DECEMBER 2010

DEADLINE DATE FOR SUBMISSIONS IS NOVEMBER 1, 2010

The Participaper
Managing Editor, Graphic Design, Layout
and Pre-press Production
Marie Aucoin
936 Chéticamp Back Road
PO Box 43, Chéticamp, NS, BOE 1HO
Phone: (902) 224-1759
email: m.aucoin@ns.sympatico.ca
(Subscription or administrative queries should be directed
to the Recreation/Tourism office by email:
recreation@invernesscounty.ca
or by telephone: (902) 787-2274.

The Participaper is published five times a year by the
Inverness County Department of Recreation and Tourism.
This publication is produced as a service for the residents

of Inverness County. Others may subscribe at the
following rates (postage included): $10.00/yr in Canada
or the US. Send subscription request,
with payment, to the attention of:
Recreation and Tourism Department
375 Main Street, PO Box 179, Municipal Building
Port Hood, NS, BOE 2W0
Email: margic.beaton@invernesscounty.ca
Copyright ©2010
The contents of this publication are protected
by copyright and may be used only for
personal non-commercial or educational purposes.
All other rights are reserved.

Printed by the Pictou Advocate Vol 31, No. 4

Contributions of information, articles, photos
or artwork are welcome. However, we reserve
the right to edit, or reject outright, items deemed
to be unsuitable for print in this publication.

The Participaper is in its thirty-first year of publication
and is distributed free of chasge, as a service to residents
of the Municipality of Inverness County. Non-commercial
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While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of
information that appears in this publication, neither the
publisher, editor nor staff can accept any responsibility

for errors or omissions contained therein.
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ANCESTORS UNLIMITED
HELPING TO FIND YOUR
Inverness County RooTs

PUBLICATION:
The Whycocomagh and District Historical Society
has recently issued its second publication,
Glimpses. It contains a number of articles by local
researchers on various topics such as “The
Industries of Skye Mountain,” “The Bay View
Hotel,” “ The Scotch Canal of Malagawatch,” “Air
Crash on Skye Mountain in
1942, etc. With many

quite industrious but not engaged in fishing, as
were many of their neighbours. Instead, they are
listed as being engaged in farming.

The first family listed is that of Thomas Aucoin,
25 years of age, born in Nova Scotia as was his wife
and his two children (from schedule one). The
remaining schedules from this census contain the

information that the Aucoins

illustrations and a map, the

I'drather be looking for dead people than

had two barns in addition to
their house, a wagon and a

publication is available from lave them looking for me! plough of their own. As
the Historical Society at RR 4, well, on their 20 acres of
Whycocomagh, BOE 2MO - Alittle genealogy humour farmland, they produced (in

or at MacKeigan's Pharmacy

1870) 185 bushels of

in Whycocomagh. The price
is $20.00

The society states that it would welcome new
members, as well as information from people who
have data concerning the area covered by the scope
of the organization.

SOURCES:

The 1871 census, the first federal census, is an
“every name listing” of all of the people in the
newly established country of Canada. While the
listing in “schedule one”, of each person with their
age, ethnic origin, birthplace and marital status is
of great use to researchers, there are other
schedules available in this census, which provide
much information about the individuals and the
families.

The nominal schedule - number one - is

~ available on-line. However, the other schedules
must be consulted at archives where there are
microfilm readers as well as the microfilm version
of the census. The Public Archives in Halifax, the
Nova Scotia Highland Village and the Beaton
Institute are among the institutions where the
microfilm rolls and readers are available.

The extent of the information available from
these schedules can be very enlightening. For
instance: The first two families on the Cheticamp
Division of the 1871 census are revealed as being

The Participaper - Vol 31, No 4

poratoes, 5 tons of hay,
pastured 1 horse, | colt, 2 milk cows, 2 pigs, 16
sheep. From the cows came sufficient milk to
churn 70 pounds of butter in that year. They also
reported 35 pounds of wool was used in the
family's production of 20 yards of homespun.

Their neighbours, the second family on the
census list, the Chaissons, had a much larger
family and a more extensive farm. Joseph Chaisson
was listed as 61 years of age. He and his wife
stated that they owned 205 acres of land, 40 acres
of which was improved while 14 acres were in
pasture, thus cleared of bushes and trees.

Their five sons lived on the farm with them, the
eldest of whom was married. They all lived in the
same house. One grandchild, Joseph, was also
listed as being just under one year old when the
census was taken in March of 1871.

The Chaissons state that they had 2 barns, 2
farm wagons, 2 ploughs or cultivation tools, but
no boats, although their next neighbours, the
LeBlancs, who identify themselves as engaged in
fishing, had 2. The Chaissons list among their
production in the year 1870, 250 bushels of
potatoes (more than they would need to feed
themselves certainly) and 15 bushels of turnips.
On their improved land, they had grown 5
bushels of oats, 5 bushels of barley and 25 bushels

Continued page 4... ANCESTORS
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Continued from page 3...ANCESTORS

of springwheat. They churned 80 pounds of
butter and had 80 pounds of wool from their 47
sheep.

In addition to the large number of sheep, they
had 2 horses, 2 colts, 5 milk cows, 10 other cartle
(dry cows, steers, etc.) and G pigs.

This family was more than just supporting itself
on its large farm in Cheticamp in 1871. The
census provides insight into the activities of the
Aucoins and Chaissons. Thus, we learn more
about these ancestors than just their names.

A serious study of the agricultural productivity
of Cheticamp (and other districts in our county)
should be undertaken.

PETITIONS FOR LAND

Petitions for granting of Crown Land and assigning
of Crown Leases for the early years of settlement in
Inverness County are available on the internet and
reveal much uscful data: hetp://www.gov.ns.ca/
nsarm/virtual/land/Default.asp  Search the site for:
“Land Grant Petitions for Inverness County.”

For instance, in 1819, Michael Shanahan stated,
in his petition to Governor Ainslie of the Colony
of Cape Breton, that he was 36 years old and has
lived on Cape Breton for 3 years since his
immigration from Ireland. He added that he is
married with 3 children and wishes lot #33 at
Mabou and assigns the name “Ross” to it. The
request was recommended. Is this the Michael
Shanahan who married Grace Worth?

It is curious that Walter Whitty, in his petition
for land, states that he wishes the lot assigned o
Michael Shanahan, who has left for Newfoundland
and owed the petitioner, Walter Whitty, twelve
pounds of British currency. He further states that
he came to Cape Breton from Newfoundland,
although his birthplace is Ireland. He informs the
governor that he has a brother on Cape Breton and
a wife and five children and is living at Chesticorps
(sic.) [Ed- Now Port Hood.]

It may be that his brother is the James Whitty
who states in his petition that he is 26 years of age
(in 1816) and left Ireland for Newfoundland in
1809, from which place he arrived in Cape Breton
in 1815. He is unmarried and wishes lot 5 on the

East Side of the Southwest Branch of the Mabou
River.

Page4

The land petitions, while not always accurate in
their details, are very useful in obraining
genealogical details about immigrants.

AN ENIGMA - AN ONGOING DISCUSSION

The life of Abigail Squires continues to be of
much interest to descendants. Recent visitors
from Ontario, as well as researchers via email from
Massachusetts, have brought her forth to further
study.

Her grave and that of David Obrian, one of the
fathers of some of her children, is identified in the
West Mabou Pioneer Roman Catholic Cemetery.
The marker which once stood at the site has
disappeared although a photograph of the
gravestone exists.

The “true story” of Abigial Squires is yet to be
written. It is quite clear that she had children by
three early settlers in the Mabou-Brook Village
area. No records exist concerning any marriages. It
is also quite curious that Matthew Hawley, who is
the facher of four of her sons and at least one of her
daughters, was still living (it would seem) at the
time that she had children by David Obrian and
by James Whitehead. No divorce or other records
can be found. And yet, some descendants state
that she was married to each father of her children.

While several sources state that Abby was born
in Connecticur, local tradition suggests
Newfoundland, and, some of her descendants state
that they are of Irish descent. There were people
by the name of Squires in Connecticut in the
1700s, but they were not Roman Catholic, as was
Abigail.

There is also an extensive family by this name in
Newfoundland in the early and mid-1700s (as
well as later). No birth record has been found for
her — but she must have been born about 1765-
1770 as she is a mother in the late 1780s.

Her children by Matthew Hawley (an
immigrant from Connecticut to Port Hood and
then Mabou via Guysborough County) are Ann
Hawley, born about 1788 in Guysborough;

James Hawley, born Inv. Co, ca. 1790 (per census
records); Matthew Hawley (Jr.) b. ca. 1791;
William Hawley born, ca. 1794; John Hawley, b.
ca. 1796; Sarah Hawley, b. ca. 1796(?).
The earlier marriage of Matthew Hawley to
ANCESTORS UNLIMITED continues bottom of page 29...
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A New Look at the Kennedys of the Isle of
Canna, Scotland; Cape d'Or, Nova Scotia;
Antigonish and Inverness Counties

by John Maclsaac

The emigration of four Kennedy brothers from the
Isle of Canna, Scotland, in 1791, has been well
documented in many publications describing the
Pioneer Highland settlers of Inverness County. They
are reported to have first settled in the Cape d'Or
area of Nova Scotia before moving to Antigonish
County, and finally, to Inverness County, Cape
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Breton, where Murdoch settled at Loch Ban Five of Pioneer Donald Kennedys grandchildren
(Kenloch), John and Donald at Broad Cove and pictured in 1958. [ to r: Christina (Kennedy)
Alexander at Sight Point. MacLellan, Dan Kennedy, Mary (Kennedy)

As I undertook the research of my Sight Point McTague, Margaret Kennedy and Catherine
Kennedy ancestors, I began to question the accuracy of ~ Anne (Kennedy) Gillis. They were the children of
previously published accounts where there seemed to Donald’s son, John.

be inconsistencies. References have been made to there

being not four, but six, Kennedy brothers that emigrated. However, based on my own research, I now
believe that it was their parents and the two eldest of the brothers who actually lefy Canna for Nova
Seotia.

The census records, the information given by the Pioneer Kennedys in their applications for land grants,
Plus their correspondence, tell a very different story from previously published accounts. In an effort to add
to what we already know of the Kennedy pioneers, I offer my findings as a modest contribution in the
quest for our ancestors. Hopefully, by sharing the information and documentation that I have gathered,
others will add to, or challenge my interpretation of them.

As you will discover, the importance of family oral history cannot be overstated. My search for
documents confirming the existence of Angus Kennedy and his emigration from the Isle of Canna to
Nova Scotia in 1791 was prompted by an elderly relative's sharing of information.

In 1994, the discovery of the Census of the Small Isles 1764-1765, by Dr Dan Maclnnis of St Francis
Xavier University, provided us with an invaluable genealogical document. According to this document,
in 1765 the Kennedys on the Isle of Canna were:

Johnikenady: ¥ semlios Jov 377 RorrydiSennedy Ssa e i 40
Cathrina McLean his wife....... 32 Marion Gillice his wife......cccoeveunene. 37
Angus Kenady his son............ 7 Cathrina Kenady his daughter......... 153
Archibald Kenady his son...... 5 Donald Kenady his son.........ccc..... 11
Murdow his son..................... 4 AllexriKenady: hisison: s i 9

John Kenady his son.......cccccceeuen.... 7

Marion Kenady his daughter........... 5

Also listed on the census were: Mary Kenady (22) who was living with her father, Duncan Kenady
(52), and Donald Kenady (13), listed as living with his grandfather, Donald Gillice (50.) /The spelling
of the names listed here are as they appear on the document.]

If we extrapolate his age from the above census, Angus Kennedy (the 7 year old son of John Kenady
and Cathrina McLean) would have been 33 years old in 1791. I believe, based on my research and
documentation, that he and his wife Ann, emigrated from the Isle of Canna to Nova Scotia with their

two sons, Neil and Murdoch, in 1791 and thar ar least four more sons were born to them here in Nova

Scotia. :
Continued on page 6...KENNEDYs
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Continued from page 5... KENNEDY'S

Further, based on the documentation, I think that Angus and his family arrived in September at
Pictou and probably boarded with Highland settlers for the winter, as they had arrived too late to plant
crops at Cape d'Or, where they subsequently settled in 1792.

The documentation also leads me to believe that, in the early 1800, the family moved to
Morristown, Antigonish County, and, at a later date, four of their six sons came to Inverness County. It
would also appear - based on the information contained in

censuses - their eldest son, Neil, remained at the homestead in
Morristown.

Also supported by documentation, it would seem that
Archibald Kennedy of Morristown may have been the sixth
brother. (There appears to be no record of or reference to Angus
and Ann Kennedy having any daughters. However, this in itself
does not constitute proof that they had no daughters.)

The first possible corroboration I found of an Angus Kennedy

Sons of Angus and Ann Kennedy?:
Neil (b. 1786)

Murdoch (b. 1786 or 1789)
John (b. ca. 1794)

Donald (b. 1796)

Archibald (b. 1798)

Alexander (b. 1804)

at Cape d'Or was one brief reference to him in the History of
Antigonish Vol 1, edited by Raymond A. MacLean. This work is based on the manuscripts of Reverend
Ronald MacGillivray 1835-1892. On page 128 it reads, "Angus Kennedy came out from Scotland to
Pictou in 1790. He went first to Parrsboro, near Cape d'Or, but after a few years he came to
Morristown.” (Morristown is in Antigonish County across St. Georges Bay from Judique.)

My assumption - proven wrong - that Angus Kennedy would apply for a land grant after arriving in
1790 or 1791 was an important lesson. My search for a land grant application was fruitless because he
bought land from a previous owner. A deed on file at the Registry of Deeds in Antigonish dated in
1801 states, "Angus Kennedy of Cape Dore (sic), County of Hants ..." (now in Cumberland County)
purchased 150 acres in Morristown from Samuel Cameron at a cost of fifty-six pounds. Another deed,
dated 1835, reads that, “Ann Kennedy widow of Angus Kennedy deceased and late of Morristown..."
sold fifty acres of land, "...being part and parcel of lands owned and enjoyed by Angus Kennedy..." to
Archibald McGillivray.

Not only is the name of Angus Kennedy's wife revealed in this document but the description shows
the property is bounded by property in " ..possession of Neil Kennedy." This property is part of the
150 acres Angus Kennedy purchased in 1801 and Neil, I believe, was their son and a brother to the
Pioneer Kennedys of Inverness.

Neil Kennedy, son of Angus and Ann Kennedy

I can find no documentation to show that Neil Kennedy bought property or received a land grant prior
to 1817. However, the 1817 census lists Neil Kennedy as the head of a household of six males, most of
them adults, and one female. This leads me to the conclusion that Angus Kennedy (his father) must
have died either before 1817 or just prior to the 1817 census being taken. They were the only family of
Kennedy's listed in Morristown at the time. (One wonders if the six brothers were all at home when
this census was taken.)

The 1838 census again shows Neil as the head of household. At this time the household is listed as
including one female under 14 years, one female over 14 years and three adults. I believe the three
adults are Neil, his wife Nancy and his mother Ann, and the two younger females are Neil's daughters.
A later census, in 1871, shows Neil Kennedy (85) his wife Nancy (Ann) (80) and Mary (39) living in
Morristown. [It is of interest to me that Alexander Kennedy of Sight Point had a son Neil. Neil is a common
name of descendants of the Inverness Pioneer Kennedys.]

Alexander Kennedy, possible son of Angus and Ann ‘
Furthermore the 1871 census for Inverness County, shows that an Alexander Kennedy was born in Nova
Continued on page 7... KENNEDY'S
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