


DIRECTOR'S DESK 

THE INVERNESS COUNTY RECREATION, TOURISM, CULTURE AND 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICE REPORT 

@ RECREATION & CONTINUING EDUCATION PROGIIAMS: 

We'd like to welcome Sharon MacEachern and 
Merryl Bustin to our staff of school and 

community programmers. Sharon will be the 
programmer for the Judique area, with courses and programs 
offered at the Judique Community Centre. Merryl will be the 
community programmer for the Whycocomagh area, with courses 
and programs offered at the Whycocomagh Education Centre. 
Be sure to give them a call with your suggestions for programs 
you'd like to see offered. 

As well as our regular course offerings, our Fall Recreation 
Program includes some new and creative courses such as 
percussion and steel drum lessons; student and adult drama; 
morning yoga; and chair yoga for seniors. Programmer contact 
information and program details begin on page 9. 

Registration week is September 15 - 19 

Register early! 
Some courses can accommodate only limited numbers of 
participants -to avoid disappointment register early. Other 
courses need a minimum number registered in order to proceed, 
again, register early so as not to be disappointed by a course being 
cancelled for lack of participants (in fact, why not encourage your 
friends to come our and take a-course with you, it's a great way to 
socialize and have fun!) 

INVERNESS COUNTY ON THE Move ... 
Our school and community recreation programs provide residents 
the opportunity to keep active. Mother Nature tries her best too! 
Be sure to take advantage of the cooler weather and Inverness 
County's natural resources this fall. Get outdoors and be 
active .... walking, hiking, beachcombing, bird- watching, 
fishing, splitting wood, gardening, kayaking, or canoeing, it all 
counts! When the weather becomes inclement you can check 
with the local school for "Hall Walk-ing" programs where you can 
stay warm, stay dry and stay fit! And, don't forget, the 
Recreation/ Tourism Department has Nordic Walking Sticks for 
rent. Call 787- 3508 for more information. 

"INVERNESS COUNTY RECREATION 
CHALLENGES YOU TO BE ACTIVE YOUR 

WAY, EVER.YDA Y FOR LIFE" 

Director's Desk continues page 31... 
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is distributed free of charge, as a service to residents of the 
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Non-commercial advertising, especially from non-profit 

organizations/groups, is accepted for publication at no charge. 
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information that appears in this publication. neither the 
publisher. editor nor staff can accept responsibility for 

errors or omissions contained therein. 

[All photos in this publication by Marie Aucoin. unless otherwise noted.] 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Vol 29, No. 4 

Director's Desk Page 2 
Ancestors Unlimited Page 5 
Fitness Centre Listings Page 7 
Literacy Network Info , Page 8 
Course Listing, begin Page 9 
Start your own Business Page 17 
Recreation NS Page 29 
ECRL Page 30 
Municipal Contact information Page 31 

Page 2 Th, Participaper- Vol 29, No 4 



ANCESTORS UNLIMITED 
HELPING TO FIND YOUR 

INVERNESS COUNTY ROOTS 

I. HARTS AND THEIR CONNECTIONS 
When lrad Hart arrived in Margaree from 

Guysborough County as a pioneer settler of 
Loyalist background, he and his wife Armenia 
Ingraham established a family which is now widely 
represented in many places other than Margaree 
and with many last names. To be sure, there are 
two dozen or so listings of 
Hares in the Margaree section 
of the phone book. 
A descendant of Stephen 

Hare, who was born in 
England in the early 1600s 
and who came co New 
England in 1632, Irad was 
connected through his 
parents and grandparents and great grandparents 
co many early New England and Virginia colonial 
families. 
Although it is sometimes said that the family 

gave its name to Hartford, Connecticut, the place 
is actually named for Herefordshire in England, 
where some of the seeders of the city on the banks 
of the Connecticut River came from. Bue the 
Hares were there coo and lacer in Farmington, 
Connecticut, where there is still a farm called 
"Hare's Farm" from the occupant of the mid- 
1600s. 
Josiah and Lydia Moss Hart, Irad's parents, left 

behind many relatives when they came to Nova 
Scotia. From those various family connections 
there are descended a number of people widely 
known in the world, among chem, Orville Wright 
of the airplane fame; Humphrey Bogart, the actor; 
Mamie Eisenhower, the former first lady of the 
U. S.; Barbara Bush, also a first lady; and Robert 
L. Borden, former Prime Minister Canada, to 
name but a few. The new age of computer 
genealogy permits the identification of many 
relatives of Irad and direct descendants of Stephen 
the immigrant Hare. For many people, the 
identification of these distant cousins is a 

fascinating activity. 
II. USEFUL SOURCE: 

Census of the Small Isles 1764-1765. 
Neil MacNeill, a Presbyterian Catechise and 

teacher on the Isle of Canna in the Hebrides, cook 
a census of the inhabitants of Canna, Eigg, Rumm 
(as he spelled it) and Muck in November and 

December of 1764 and January, 
February and March of 1765, 
"with a true account of their 
age, religion .... the present 
state of the parents of 
children .... etc." As the 
catechist for the Parish of Small 

We need to haunt the house of 
history and listen anew to the 
ancestors' wisdom. 

-Maya Angelou 
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r' 1tes for he Presbyterian 
Church(Church of Scotland), he apparently 

traveled around the islands and met with all 
Protestant families and at least learned the names 
and ages of the Roman Catholic inhabitants. 
In addition, he wrote a brief account of each 

island and the relationship between the people 
and the landlords, etc. The document, which was 
transcribed by Catherine Macinnes and Alan Blair, 
is of great interest to researchers in Inverness 
County as they attempt to trace their ancestral 
lines back a generation or two before immigration. 
The document is available at several archives: the 

Mabou Gaelic and Historical Society; the Beacon 
Institute, Cape Breton University; and the Nova 
Scotia Highland Village, amongst others. It is of 
particular value as it gives the maiden name of 
women and also states the relationship of people in 
a given family. For instance, Allan Mclean and 
Anna McGuary (MacQuarrie)or John McGuary 
senior age 81, Marion McGuary, his daughter age 
49, Cathrina McGuary, grand child, age 12, both 
households on "Rumm". 
The census is well worth perusal for people who 

have Hebridean background as it also suggests 
chat people moved often from place to place even 
before the years of emigration. 

Continued next page...ANCESTORS 
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Continued from previous page...AxCEsToRs 
III. PETITIONS FOR LAND 

The requests for land submitted to the land office 
in Sydney and also in Halifax often provide much 
information about immigrants. Mose of these 
petitions are found on-line now, 
but may also be consulted in the 
holdings in the Public Archives 
in Halifax and at the Beaton 
Institute, University Cape 
Breton, as well as at the Nova 
Scotia Highland Village. 
For instance: 
A. In 1802, Douce Belhache of 
Gut of Canso petitions for land 
in her own name. She states char 
her husband took charge of a 
vessel on a voyage from Halifax to 
the Western Islands ... "it is feared 
the vessel is lost on the return 
trip." She requests the "license of 
occupation for the land her 
husband bought from Peter 
Doran." 

B. In 1802, William Chisholm, 
who arrived from Straglass (so 
spelled), Scotland in the fall of 
1801 wishes land at the Gut of 
Canso. It is noted chat this land 
was formerly licensed to Patrick 
Redmond, "who, it is said, has 
nor left Ireland." 

Page 4 

F. In 1810, thirty-six petitions of the Margaree 
River ask char a specific place be set aside on the 
south side of the Margaree River to be reserved for 
public use. The scrip is to run from a rapids near 
the forks, upstream for about seven chains. The 

place is suitable for catching 
gaspereaux "on which the 
inhabitants depend for their 
winter's fish." It is noted that 
this strip is already reserved for 
the Indians. [Editor's note: Is this 
an early example of community 

4res0 8, 8. On ef Registry ol Leda 

·.c. 22EE222.f5r-% 
1en4t 1 @fr, as.. ?s Lac» 't"vs, o6a«y-» 
go4to fr sdfswcs», 

Above is a copy of an affidavit 
dated 1918. The subject swore 
an oath before the Justice of the 
Peace in Port Hood as to the 
veracity of a previous deed 
which had been made in 
1876. Copies of many old 
deeds - some of which could be 
useful in genealogy searches ­ 
are available through the 
Registry of Deeds in the County 
offices located in Port Hood. 
This particular one provided 
another piece to a puzzle for a 
local man searching for 
information on his ancestors. 

C. In 1805, Maurice Fitzgerald 
states that he has a wife and 
seven children and wishes a lot of 
land between Cheticamp and 
Margaree. In 1810, Maurice Fitzgerald scares he 
has lived in Margaree for seven years and wants 
land facing the coast. He now has ten children! 

D. In 1809, Felix Gallard(sic) stares he has 
resided in Cape Breton for upwards of twenty 
years and wishes a lot of land at the entrance to 
Margaree Harbour, next to land occupied by 
Lawrence White ( perhaps LeBlanc?). 
E. John Meloney of Margaree, in 1809, asks for 
21 acres and submits a plan for the location of the 
property. 

cooperation in economic 
planning?] 

G. In 1811, William Jones, 
born in Ireland, states he left 
Ireland on the 15th of June in 
1793 and arrived in Halifax on 
the 15th of September. He 
further scares that he and his 
wife and children resided in 
Halifax until "three years ago" 
(1808), when they moved to 
River Inhabitants. (Ed: Seems 
like a long sea trip?) Question: 
do any of our readers know 
anything further about the 
Jones family? 

IV. Petitions Reveal People and 
Places 
The Public Archives has 
thousands of petitions on file in 
microfilm - and there are 
helpful finding lists as well. 
The following petition from the 
mid- 1800s reveals an early 

interest in social well-being. 
RG 5 - GP- vol. 6, no. 40: 
To His Excellancy Sir Paspard LeMarchant, Lt. 

Governor in His Majesty's Province of Nova Scotia 
and their honours, the Executive Council, the 
Memorialise, Sarah Dennis, residing at River 
Dennis in Island of Cape Breton. Your 
memorialise three years ago petitioned his 
Excellency in Council for allowance to enable her 
to devote a portion of her rime to rhe assistance of 

Continued next page...ANCESTORS 
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Continued from previous page...ANCEsToRs 
the sick and indigent people and that she receive 
three pounds therefor. 
That since that time, she has 

devoted a great deal of time and 
labour caring for sick people, 
many of whom are indigent and 
through the helping of the 
Almighty God has been very 
successful - that she still wishes to 
do all the good she can and in 
order to that end, she would 
humbly beseech your Excellency 
and Honors to cause a small grant 
to be given to her to enable her to 
continue her work and petitioner 
as is duty bound ... 

Plaister Cove, Strait of Canso 
16 June 1866 

Joseph (a Gabriel Doucet) and Marie 
Antoinette (a Willie a Helene Aucoin) 
Doucet are pictured here circa 1936 
with three unidentified children. 
Does anyone know who they are? 
Please contact the Editor. 

Aucoin Collection 

Sarah Dennis 
We the undersigned do 

certify the above named Sarah 
Dennis is a very useful person 
and would trust his Excell. And 
Council will accede to her 
request. 

H. Giroir, P.P., James McKeen, J.P, James Wallace, JP 

VI. QUERIES: 
A. Brent Owen of Wallingford, Connecticut, is 
searching for information concerning his ancestors. 

Michael Shanahan was 
born about 1793 in 
Ireland, and lived for a 
time in the Mabou area 
before moving to 
Northeast Margaree. 
According to the 1818 
Census, he came to Cape 
Breton about 1815. He 
married Grace Worth of 
Mull River, daughter of 
Captain Benjamin 
Worth. Although one 
daughter married John 
Coady of Portree and 
remained in Inverness 
County, the Worth­ 
Shanahan family seems 
to have moved many 
times. Some of them 
seem to have lived for a 

Query: Who was Sarah Dennis? She appears to 
be an early social worker, perhaps with the First 
Nations people. She does not seem to appear on 
the 1871 census. 

V. Websites: 
A. The Currie Family of Cape Breton, Scotland, 
and Ireland, has a long and distinguished history 
as noted bards and tradition bearers. While the 
spelling of the name has changed a great deal from 
the time it was MacMhuirrich, the web site 
encourages additions to the family history, no 
matter what the form of the name. Much material 
of an historical and social nature is to be found on 
the following: http://currieart.com/clancurrie/ 
scot/curriecp;/htm 

B. The many historical societies in the Hebrides of 
Scotland are listed on the following web site under 
Roots Hebrides: www.rootshebrides.com/ 
resources/ societies 
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time in Windsor, Nova 
Scotia before moving to the Portland, Maine area. 
Further information about the names of the 
children of Michael and Grace is requested as well 
as other information about them. This was a 
family on the move. 
B. Jody Champlin of Massachusetts is seeking 
information about a sister of Grace Worth 
Shanahan, Susannah Worth, who married Peter 
Leadbetter, son of Ebenezer Leadbetter of 
Amigonish County and Mabou Harbour Mouth. 
The Worth-Leadbetter family moved to Portree in 
Northeast Margaree about 1840 and then to 
Newfoundland. Susannah died in Framingham, 
Massachusetts at the age of nearly one hundred 
years. What were the names of the children of 
Peter and Grace Worth Leadbetter and where did 
they live? 

C. Has anyone compiled a history of the 
descendants of John and Catherine MacKinnon 
Ferguson of the Isle of North Dist, Scotland and 
Dunakin, Inverness County? One of their sons 
was married to Anne MacKinnon of the Island of 

Continued next page...AxNCEsTORs 
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Continued from previous page...ANCEsToRs 
Mull, who was born there in 1814. She came to Cape Breton in 
1828. Her obituary states, "she lived a quiet and industrious life 
amidst the Dunakym Hills ... and perused the even tenor of her 
hundred years apart from the world of telegraph, telephone and 
wireless." • 

Dr Jim St. Clair, our dedicated Ancestors Unlimited columnist for 
the past twenty-nine years, has asked that we encourage other 
Inverness County historians and/or genealogists to contribute to this 
column. In recent issues we have published information compiled by 
Cheticamp genealogists Edmond Burns, Charlie Dan Roach and 
Jean Doris Le Blanc; the information that they shared with our 
readers was very well received and we hope to publish more from 
them in future issues. 
We extend an invitation to the members of all Inverness County 

historical societies, genealogical organizations or museums to share 
information with our readers through these pages. For more 
information on how to do this or to discuss the possibilities, please 
contact the Editor of The Participaper. [See page 2 for our contact 
information.] 

It is not too late to visit one of Inverness County's many museums. 
Take a day - make it an outing - and visit some of them before they 
close for the season. You may find a letter, such as the one below 
written in 1945 by Angus Joe Maclsaac, a local veteran. It is from a 
collection held at the Beaton Institute of Cape Breton University. 
Lance Corporal Angus Joe was the son of Angus B. and Annie 
(MacFarlane) Maclsaac of Port Hood. 
The letter was written to Father Donald Mac Pherson, and is dated February 24, 1945. 
Dear Rev. Father: I sent you a little gift from Holland and intended to write but did nor get a chance so now 
I am writing you from Germany. Being all through the last war, you can well understand just what our 
situation is. I am in a dug-out with a board and a candle trying to scratch off a few lines to home. About 
the only scenery from where I sit is mud and water. There was a town here shortly before we came, but not 
anymore. It is hard to write a letter of any interest as the shelling is very heavy. Mostly from our side 
although Jerry does get the odd one in. We had some real tough fighting since we landed in France but our 
regiment came through with high honours although I hardly know the boys now - so many reinforcements 
and quite a few from Cape Breton. There is a Maclean chap from Sydney Mines with us - a very good 
living and easy going chap. A short time ago we had a very tough assignment on 
our hands and I met McLean in the middle of it all and I asked him how it was going. He said 
you look Macisaac. It's hellish -I'm completely out of chewing tobacco. Well I sat down in a trench and 
laughed for ten minutes. Dan J. MacDonald (Tina Gillis' husband) was telling me about Dan Rory 
MacDonald from Judique. He was worried he might get his fingers hurt and couldn't play at the dances 
when he got back home. Well Father, my space is getting short for this time so I'll have to bring this to a 
close and I hope you get my little gift. I got it from a place called Tillburg, Netherlands so for now I'll say 
good-bye. Very respectfully yours, Angus Joe Macisaac 
Excerpt above was taken from the Chestico News (Fall 2007 issue). The Chestico News is published by the Chestico Historical 
Society (Port Hood). Enquiries and submissions may be sent to John Gillies, Editor, Chestico Museum & Historical Society, PO Box 
37, Port Hood, Nova Scotia, BOE 2W0, or email the museum at chesticomuseum@ns.aliantzinc.ca. Many thanks to John for permitting 
us to reprint this letter. 

Pictured right: Marie Antoinette (a Willie 
a Helene Aucoin) Doucet circa 1930. 
The people with her are a mystery to us, if 
you know who they are please contact the 
Editor. Aucoin Collection 
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Improve your Fitness Level This Winter 
Take Advantage of the Fitness Centres In Your Area 

INVERNESS: The Fitness Centre is located in the 
Inverness Academy 
Hours of operation: 
Monday to Friday: 3:30 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 
Saturday: 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
Cost 
One-year membership - $200 
One-month - $35 
One-week - $25 
Day Pass - $5 
Phone Number: (902) 302-0175 

CHET1CAMP: Acadie Grouille is located in the NOA School 
Hours of operation: 
Monday to Friday: 6:30 a.m.- ] la.m. & 3 p.m.-8 p.m. 
Weekends: 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
Cost 
Adule: monthly $40 annually $230 
Senior: monthly $35 annually $200 
Student: monthly$35 annually $200 
Family rare: annually $350 
Weekly rate: $25 and Daily rate: Daily $8 
Phone Number: (902) 224-7002. 

JUDIQUE: Fitness Centre 
Hours of operation: 
Monday to Friday: 6 p.m.-9 p.m. 
Cost: $2 per visit/$20 per month. 
Contact: Dwayne maceachern@yahoo.com (902) 787-2571 

MABOU: Athletic Centre: 
Hours of operation: 
Monday to Friday: 8:30 a.m.- 3:30 p.m. 
Contact: (902) 945-2378. 

Senior Abuse Awareness and Prevention 
Senior Abuse (or elder abuse, or abuse of older persons) is any action or inaction which endangers the health or 
well-being of an older individual. It is believed that at least between 4% and 10% of older adults experience 
abuse. This rate is known to be higher in certain settings. Abuse can happen to anyone ... regardless of age, 
gender, living arrangements, physical or mental health or ability, sexual orientation, financial status, education, or 
culture. 
Every situation of abuse is unique ... there is no one single response to senior abuse. Who to Call .•• 

Senior Abuse Line: 
1- 877- 833- 3377 
Call the Senior Abuse Line for information or to talk about a situation of abuse. Your call will be kept 
confidential. 

Adult Protection: 
1- 800- 225- 7225 
If you know of a senior in need of protection, call Adult Protection Services at the Department of Health. Adult 
Protection workers can intervene and offer services to help those in need of protection. 

Protection of Persons in Care 
1- 800- 225- 7225 
Report known or suspected cases of abuse in a licensed health facility (such as a nursing home, residential 
care facility, or hospital) to the Protection of Persons in Care office at the Department of Health. 

Police: Abuse may be a crime and fall under the Criminal Code. Call your local police station for information 
or to report abuse. If the situation is an emergency or if it could be dangerous, call 911. 
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