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DIRECTOR’S DESK

RECREATION & CONTINUING
EDUCATION COURSES:

This issue contains a full outline of this fall's
schedule of Recreation and Continuing Education
classes. Courses include fitness classes, arts &
crafts workshops, and adult education programs
to name a few. Registration for Recreation and
Continuing Education Courses will begin the week
of SEPTEMBER 14TH.

WINTER/SPRING EVENTS BROCHURE:

Non-profit organizations and groups planning
fundraising activiies to be held between
December 1998 and May 1999 can submit their
information for promotion in our annual
Winter/Spring Events Brochure. Any event, big or
small and is open to the public, can be listed in
this brochure as long as it is sponsored by an non-
profit organization. Some examples include:
dances, suppers, concerts, card games, sledding
parties, ice skating, snowmobile rallies, winter
fun days and ceilidhs. Our DEADLINE IS FRIDAY,
NOVEMBER 6TH. If you would like further
information call the Recreation/Tourism office at
787-2274 or Fax 787-3110.

Any organizations planning events open to the
public are encouraged to keep the Inverness
County Recreation/Tourism Department up-to-
date on your activities so we may help you
promote them throughout the fall and winter.

National Coaching Certification Program

Level One:Whycocomagh Consolidated High
School
Weekend of September 11 - 13.
Course length is 13.5 hours. Registration fee:
$25.00
To register or for more information you can
contact John Cotton at 787-2274.
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Millennium

The Canada Council for the Arts
announces the Millennium Arts Fund. The
fund is to be used for the production of

artworks celebrating the millennium in

Canadian communities.

Professional artists and professional
arts organizations can apply. Public
institutions like libraries, hospitals and
museums can also apply for funding to
commission works of art. Applicants must be
Canadian residents or permanent residents.
Individual artists need to have a partner or
other third party to publicize and present
their project.

Applicants must send a detailed
proposal with their application form
including such information as; a sample, an
outline, a budget, a financial statement and
other supportive documentation.
Applications must be mailed and postmarked

)

Caracll

s fund

by Oct. 1st 1998 and Dec. 31st
1998.

For further information
please contact:

Millennium Arts Fund Office
The Canada Council for the Arts
350 Albert Street
P.O. Box 1047
Ottawa, Ontario
K1P 5V8

Ph: 1-800-263-5588 ext.4609
or 613-566-4414 ext. 4609
Fax: 613-566-4415
TTY: 613-565-5194
E-mail:
janet.vuckovic@canadacouncil.ca
Website: www.canadacouncil.ca

by Kathryn Ducharme

On January 1, the year 2000, surfing the Web may induce you
to hum a certain eerie tune, very much like the score that John
Williams wrote for Jaws. That particular music once scared
audiences out of their wits, very much in the same way that the
lurking Y2K bug is scaring computer junkies — all the way from
international consortiums to the poet with his compact laptop.

Most of us have a fuzzy apprehension about Y2K’s existence—
in the form of alarming rumors that quickly snarl up in jargon few
understand. So should we pull in the Net, stow the mouses, and give
up surfing as a dangerous sport? Or is it all media hype?

There’s good news and bad news. Here’s the problem: most

computer systems and applications have been set up to store century data as a two digit
number.For example, the year 1998 is shortened to 98. So when the year 2000 comes will the
computer interpret this as 1900 or 2000? This creates problems with hardware, software,

continued page 30
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Editor’s Note: Since the 100"anniversary publication
this summer of St. Mary’s Church of Mabou: 1897-1997
by Josephine Beaton and edited by Father Angus R.
Morris, few other details have evoked as much

reminiscing as height of the spire. In preparing research cross.

for the book, it was found that the original tender for the
steeple in 1896 stated that it was to be 156 feet from the

top of the Cross to the ground.

steeple: this is the combined spire
and the supporting tower, which

spire: & structure that tapers toa E
point. At St. Mary’s the spire
extends upward from the top of the
belfry to the ball at the base of the

In 1992, the steeple was precisely measured as peebylon T d
149 feet to the ground, including the cross. Based on a
this evidence, the conclusion had to be that the steeple
was shortened at some point during repairs and
renovations. However, from an enginsering point of \

view, the spire could not have been shortened without
altering its present geometry -- that is, without rebuilding

it completely. Here's why.

The Spire of St. Mary’s

by Alexander MacDonald

The parishioners of St
Mary’s Church of Mabou recently
celebrated the 100% anniversary of
the building of the church. This
much-photographed focal point of
the village became a topic of much
recent discussion regarding the
height of its spire. The predominate
view is that it was shortened when
itwas repaired following a lightning
strike early in this century. But
there is substantial anecdotal and
technical evidence that the spire
was lengthened, not shortened
when repaired.

I was an altar boy during
the time when Father John Bryden
was parish priest at St. Mary’s from
1937 to 1948. I heard him comment
many times about the spire repairs.
These comments were usually
prompted by the “creaking and
cracking” of spire timbers which
are still clearly audible from the
choir loft on windy days. Father
had an inordinate fear that a strong
wind would topple the spire and
result in injury or death to himself
and others living in the Glebe
House. At that period, the Glebe
was adjacent to the church.

Father Bryden’s story of the
spire construction came, he said,
from “Sandy John the Plumber”
Beaton who was one of the men
who worked on spire repairs.
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When the
original spire was
constructed, the
builder
miscalculated the
angle of the spire.
The error was not
discovered.until a d

T

Experts in folklore
tell that anecdotal stories
are substantially in error
90% of the time. This
account, however, is only
one person removed from
the story source and

C therefore is comparatively

significant
portion of the spire had been built.
Continuing the angle of
construction at the error angle
would have resulted in a spire
higher than intended. Another
option would be to tear down the
structure and start over. The
decision was made, finally, to alter
the angle of the remaining portion
of the spire so as to reduce its
height. Each side of the original
spire, therefore had the trapezoidal
shape shown by the sketch,
including angles B,C,D,E- which
was topped by the triangles shown
in lines E,F,B. Thus it remained
until the lightning strike damaged
the structure and repairs were
made, giving the steeple its present
shape, A,C, D on the sketch.

This was not what Father
Bryden wanted at all, and when he
concluded his account of repairs, he
would say with some consternation,
“Imagine what they did. Instead of
shortening the spire, they
lengthened it!”

‘free from such things as
memory loss, and embellishments
which influence anecdotal accounts.
This anecdotal account is also
supported by technical evidence
which can be verified simply by
observation.

The present spire is
composed of eight equal triangles
with the base at the top of the
belfry and the apex at the ball
under the cross. If the spire were
shortened, then obviously a portion
of the original spire would have had
to be removed. But it could not
have been from the bottom, for
obvious reasons and it could not
have been from the top because the
eight triangles could then not form
an apex as they clearly do. Nor
could it be from the mid portion
because the eight sides could not
then be equal triangles as they
clearly are. The inescapable
conclusion is that it was impossible
to shorten the spire without
completely rebuilding it.
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neestors

by Jim St. Clair

Inverness
County

W' Roots

Unlimited

6. 31 July 1824: The marriage on 3
July at St. Peter’s of Mr. Charles
Martin and Bridget, dau. Of Lawrence
Kavanagh, Esq.

7. 14 Aug. 1824: the death of Rt. Hon.
Alexander Wentworth, Lord
Macdonald, representative of the
ancient lords in the Isles of Scotland
on 19 June 1824.

8. 30 Oct. 1824: the death of Col.
Joseph Frederick Wallet DesBarres,
Iate Lt. Gov. and formerly of C.B. (His
statue is on the waterfront in Sydney).
9. 23 April. 1825: at the Gut of Canso,
the following marriages by Rev. H.
Ross:

a. Asberry King and Rebecca

Old Halifax newspapers

as genealogical resources

Eight newspapers were in print in Halifax
between 1823 and 1828, and they are on file at
the Public Archives of Nova Scotia. They are a
valuable resource to genealogists, containing
considerable information about births, deaths and
marriages throughout the province as well as
other places in the world. In 1980, the
Genealogical Committee of the Nova Scotia
Historical Society published the listings— more
than three thousand entries- in chronological
order and noted when the same people in different
newspapers were mentioned- often with different
dates or alternate spellings.

Following is a sampling of entries found in
the Acadian Recorder which are of interest to
searchers with Cape Breton connections. These
birth, death and marriage records are often the
only records surviving for these people.

1. 25 Jan. 1823: Dr. John Nobel and Julia Ann
M’Nevin married 1 Jan. 1823 at Pictou.

2. 1 March 1823: Mary Ann, age 23, wife of
Thomas Laidlaw died 25 Feb. 1823.

3. 8 Feb. 1823: Died “lately at Antigonish” Angus
McLean. Left widow, six children.

4. 25 Aug. 1823: Died 22 July at Sydney, C.B., Mr.
John Wilson, 74.

5. 1 Nov. 1823: Died 20 Oct. at Antigonish,
Richard Cunningham, Esq., 75.

Bamford

b. John Williams and Margaret
Langley

c. Hugh M’Lellan and Elizer Grant

d. Donald Cameron and Grace M’Arthur

e. Charles M’Lean and Nancy M’Lean

f. Norman M’Leod and Mary M’Lean

g. Donald MDonald and Margaret
M’Donald.

(There was no date given for the above but
the marriages were all in April of 1825).
10. 21 May 1825: The death of George Washington
in the USA. (He is noted as “not the President.”)
11. 15 Dec. 1826: The marriage of J.B. Giles and
Margaret Watts, eldest dau. of W.Watts, Esq.
( A specific date is not recorded but the marriage
was in December of 1826 and was recorded by
Rev. William Miller).
12: 10 Nov.1827: At the Gut of Canso on 23 Oct.
1827, the death of Allan, son of Hugh MacMillan,
Esq. Age 14 years, 2 mo.
13. 10 Nov. 1827: The death of Angus Grant, Esq.
age 48, at Ship Harbour. Left widow and six
children.
14. 5 Apr. 1828: The death is reported of Col.
Macdonald (sic) “The celebrate chief Glengarry
(sic).
15. 8 Mar. 1828: The death of John M’Quarry, age
90 of Scotch Hill, Pictou, on 2 March 1828. (Likely
a relative of the MacQuarries of Inverness
County).






