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\ A Cradle for the Future of Gaelic  Rosemary

The Iona District Gaelic Playgroup
Association ig a emell community organization
started in 1987 to establish a Gaelic
immersion pre-school programme for the very
young children in our community. The
playgroup programme, Croileagan a’Chaolais,
opened its doors in December ‘88 to about 10
children ranging in age from one to four
years, and operated with a fair degree of

torytime at Croileagan a’Choalais in Tona. This playgroup, for children from 1 to 4 years, is conducted

almost entirely in Gaelic. The object is to present Gaelic in the same way that the home language is
introduced, and to make leaming fun. This is the first such playgroup in Cape Breton, instucted by
Rosemary McCormack, who works 20 hours a week as a volunteer.

success through to June of thig year. The
programme will start up again this month.

Our two masin aims are to enhance the overall
development of the children and to present
Gaelic language to them in ways similar to
those by which their first language was
learmned at home. Our programme is similar
to that of any other numsery school, but we

conduct all playgroup sessions in Gaelic and
attemp* to surround the children with the
sounds ard vocabulary of the Gaelic language.
In order to offer this programme, 1 have
undertaken over the past two years,
professional training in Eardy Childhood
Education, and our organization has had to
meet the quite rigorous Hcensing provisions of
the Nova Scotia Day Care Act.

continued page six

S B (e e have to

1 Wrecognize
Py today that
3 unless
Gaelic is taught now,
there will be no
measureable amount of
Gaellc in Cape Breton
In the year 2000.

Channelling our
energies and available
funds into a
comprehensive
language teaching
programme can still
sa&ve Gaelic."

—ROSEMARY
MCCORMACK
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I've seen three sides now. I've been

-- often simultaneously-- an
employee, an employer, and an
entrepreneur in Cape Breton. All of
it has clouds and silver linings, and
it's all been challenging, especially
juggling the three roles.

As an employer, I hire young
people in the summer who are
often in their very first work
experience, and I have discovered
that many of them don’t have a
social insurance number, don't
know how to get one, and don’t
quite know what it's for. They have
trouble with forms and
applications, even the simpler ones.
I wondered several times if there
was any school instruction at all
about what personal papers they
absolutely need to have, or how to
apply for a job, or fill out forms
and applications, or how to budget

their personal money, or how to
Open a savings or checking
account. Did they ever have a
project in which they learned the
basics of business? Was there some
segment of their learning that was
practical, applied education? In
Cape Breton, we desperately want
our young people to stay here to
work and live as adults, but are we
preparing them to meet the
ecomonic challenges that they must
face to do that? Can we expect
that they will become
knowledgeable employees or
entrepreneurs when their schooling
includes no working knowlege of
business?

Most importantly, have we given
them the attitudes to look beyond
what is --to what could be? Have
they the will, drive and imagination
to create jobs for themselves and
others where there were none
before?

The Junior Acievement program, a
relationship between business and
educational institutions was started
by the American Industrialist
Horace Moses. His idea became
an international franchise, with
beginnings in Canada in 1955.

It is a non-profit program.that
teaches students about busme§s
through hands-on experience 1n
their own communities. Volunteer
business people and Junior
Achiever graduates are the teachers
and the program begins at the
Grade 6 with Business Basics. At
this level are topics relating to
organization, management,
production and marketing.
Learning is through discussion,
activities and games.

The next level is called Project
Business for Grade 9 covering The
Canadian economic system; money
and banking; financial statements;
the role of consumers and career
exploration.

The most intense level is called the
Company Program involving
Grades 10 to 12. Over many
weeks, students are required to
capitalize, operate and finally
liquidate their own companies.
Each "company” is comprised of
12 to 20 students who are advised
by a member of the local business
community. In the past year, 20
_companies were put into operation
in Nova Scotia. This year the
companies were mostly

W st e——manufacturing firms that created

and marketed items as diverse as
coat hangers and clip boards.

Following the creation of a
product, the corapany is capitalized
by means of stock that are sold for
$2. a share to parents, teachrs,
friends and relatives. The financia]
resources ‘are then used to buy raw
materials, to lease equipment, and
pay rent for work space.

Each company has a organization
that is comprised of a board of
directors with elected officials.
Each student becomes a member
of his or her company’s board so
they have the experience of both
management and labour. Students
are also expected to deal with the
human side of business by coping
with unmotivated or late

employees.

The board of directors plans and
carries out promotion and sales. In
the spring, the companies are
liquidated and shareholders reports
are issued, with profits going to the
Junior Achievement Program. This
year 15 of the 20 companies made
a profit.

I wish that there had been a Junior
Achievement program when I was
going to school-- and someone to
show me the challenge, and
excitement of ©being an
entrepreneur. I am not a "business
type” nor will I ever manage a
business solely for the profit, but I
know enough now to realize that
while business is not my goal, it is
the MEANS of achieving my goall
I wish someone had shown me that
a long time ago.
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THE GREATEST LITTLE SHOW

wonderful people they have met on their travels, and the tales magically leap

- To life! Rebound, the basketball player performs comical exercises; a cow and

a kind old milkmaid amble on to the stage; John Angus the fiddler pours out his

heart in a lively tune while his daughter stepdances. They are so lifelike that is easy
for young and old alike to be drawn into the magic!

Thunder frightens the poor dog. Pilot Pete comforts him with tales of

These are the creations of Heather and Darryll Taylor, whose handcrafted string
puppets have toured Atlantic Canada and Ontario for the past three years. They
are indeed Nova Scotia’s ONLY touring marionette theatre and they have captivated
every one of their audiences with the agility and expression of the wooden figures.

Don’t miss THE GREATEST LITTLE SHOW on Frid :
e ok on Friday, September 15 at 8:00 pm

Take note:

The next deadiine is Septemper 25
b. The
%
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INVERNESS COUNTY
EXHIBITION
September 15,16,17
Inverness Arena and Racetrack

This year's main attractions!

4-H Competitions
Farmer's Market
MARITIME MARIONETTES
Livestock judging
Kite making
DRAFT HORSE PULL
SQUARE DANCE

Friday., Sept. 15

— 10:00 am. Arena.. .
Includes a bake-off,
crafts, woodworking.

Fun for the whole family!

Friday, September 15

1:00 OFFICIAL OPENING. ARENA. Minister of Agriculture, the Honourable George Archibald Open to public.
attending.

1:00-4:00 Craft sales, FARMER'S MARKET, Local Business Exhibit Also 4H CALF SHOW!

2:00-5:30 4H Events

2:00 DONT'T MISS THE MARITIME MARIONETTES: "THE GREATEST LITTLE SHOW!" 2:00 pm. Grandstand.

‘ 2:00--tractor driving
' SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 3:00--woodsmen competition

4:30--tug o' war

9:00 am Livestock Judging - 5:00--fashion show
5:30-—Parade of Clubs

10:00 am Homemaking exhibits, crafts sales, booths, Farmer's Market s
ALSO: hay rides, dairy booth, KIDDIE FARM, children’s games, DUNK TANK. and Rosette presentations

1:00 pm SAM THE SAFTEY BEAR is at the Arena for Bike Safety

ENTERTAINMENT at the Arena
2:00 KITE MAKING WORKSHOP, sponsored by the Bell Musuem. Pre-registration required. Arena.
6:30-9:30 SPECIAL EVENT! DRAFT HORSE PULL COMPETITION! Thirteen teams participating.

Admission is $5.00 at the Grandstand. :
10:00-2:00 am ROUND AND SQUARE DANCE. Inverness Arena. Music by "AFTER MIDNIGHT,"

DAVE MACISAAC and TBA.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

Beginning at 12:00 noon: BARBECUE followed by the -

NVERNESS EXHIBITION PACE!
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¥o the puppet show?
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