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ARTS FESTIVAL

By Ann Sherrington

"I can't believe it! LOOK at the
people! This is wonderful!" Art festival
organizer Candy Lane had hoped for a
good turnout at the second annual
Inverness County Art Festival on Port
Hood Island last month, but the crowd
on August 16 was beyond all expectation.

Vistors from the county, Cape Breton,
Nova Scotia, and the Boston States so
jammed Port Hood's Government Wharf
that fis hing boats originally scheduled
for every half hour had to run steadily
to carry the audience of nearly 500 to
the festival. Threatening rain held off,
so the audience could move freely from
hillside open air performances at the
hall to the art and crafts display in the
United Church and to films and a slide
show of local art works in the one-room
school.

Flags flew at half mast during the
festival in honour of Port Hood Islander
Frank Cameron, who had died in his
sleep two days before the festival.

Festival performances ranged from
Carmen and Simone van Zutphen's clown
pantomines through Raylene "and
Geraldine Rankin's punny old ladies of
Cape Breton skit, to the Hillsborough
Players' Noel Coward play, "We Were
Dancing." Raylene and Geraldine joined
Heather and John Morris Rankin and
later Jeannie Beks for singing, followed
by "Rise and Follies of Cape Breton"
stars Leon Dubinsky, Beth MacCormack,
and Ronnie MacEachern, who included a
generous encore in their performance.

Near the stage, children could spend
the afternoon poster painting on large
sheets of paper in a secluded corner.

Before Dubinsky performed, MC Jim
St. Clair announced that Port Hood
artist Anna Mae Gillis had been -awarded
the 8300 Blaise MacNeil Award to an
outstanding young county artist. The
prize, which will be awarded annually, is
named after the budding Mabou artist
and actor killed in a car crash last
summer, just after he had graduated
from high school, ;

The only flaw in the performances
was in the readings by county writers.
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'The entertainment was enthusiastically attended at the Inverness County
Festival of Arts on Port Hood Island on August 16th, The island was also the

site of the recent Smith Family Gathering which focused on

the 200th anniversary

of the 1anc}1’ng of Capt. David Smith. The flag is at half-mast in remembrance of
island resident Frank Cameron whose funeral was on the morning of the Festival.

. Originally scheduled for the outdoor
stage, the readings were moved into the
hall, where they had to compete with
chowder and chips sales.

In the church, the art and crafts
display included Gerry MacAdam's
geometric patterns, Gillian McCullough's

thoughtful portraits, and Vicky Quimby's
exquisitely detailed close—ups of Cape
Breton, Anne Morrell's colorful quilts,
Judy Lincoln's locally raised and
fashioned mohair garments, Micmac

baskets, and weaving by the Orangedale
weavers,

SEE ALSO PAGE 3

Recreation and Coninuing‘Education schedule;
INSIDE.: Conferences on Rum and Ethnicity; MacGregor

Gathering;

Mabou West Resorts Limited:

Canada Council Grants and more!
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~ CANADA COUNCIL ARTS GRANTS: leadlines

Deadlines for the following type "A"

The new deadline for submissions to the
and "B" Canada C :
a Council Arts Grants are:

The deadline for entries in the CBC Canada Council Art Bank jury for cons-

1 OCtOber 1986 X o . Rad10 Literary Competition 'iS 14 Octo a R -d and Works on paper
icism and Curétingrfczzﬁg%u;ﬁé SZAF- 1986. Prizes up to a total of $22,500 }ge;aﬁgsngZrS}BBZ? For further infor-
Arts), Dance Film, Mu1t1discip]ina;a wil1be awandeciunaiineehcategdilest . mation, contact Heidi Geraets,
Work and Performance Art, Music short story (15-20 minutes long, 2500- Communications Services, The Canada
(orchestra and choir conauctors) 3,500 words); poetry (15-20 m1ngtes Council, P.0. Box 1047, Ottawa, Ont.,
Photography, Theatre (including : ‘ long, 2,000-2,500 words consisting K1P 5V8, (élé) 598-4359.
playwriting), Video, Visual Arts, Writ-  ©f @ long poem or a sequence of poems ’
P e, s LAY R g e T T
, Bt : s ; : missions must be written in Engiish,
}gsgeptgmber 1986 - Film; 1 October - - . typed, double-spaced, and include the rum t)), SJler]
‘ - ‘Architecture, Music (composers author's name, address and telephone
‘in classical music; orchestra and “number on the manuscript itself, and con erence
iggér cogduitors), Vldeo; 15 Oc?ober should be sent to Robert Weaver, CBC AL p¥

- Criticism and Curating (Visual Radio Drama and Features, Box 500, eration :
and Media Arts), Multidisciplinary Station A, Toronto, Ontario, M5H 1E6. VI Kova Scotion Hertage 1986

Work and Performance Art, Photography,

Vi ; . A self-addressed, stamped envelope Yarmouth

isual Arts. For more information, should be included for return of _ Friday, October 24, 1986
contact The Canada Council, P.0. BOX manuscript. For further information, Nrouch 1o :
1047, Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 5V8, .- throug

(613) 237-3400 contact Lorna Rogers, Radio Network'

PromotionE CB%, Toronto, Ontario,
M54 1E6, (416) 975-6565.
Congratuboboons -
/f%_ A, # - Musique Ropale -
rre (e & bather : :
Anna Mae Gillis of Port Hood was , , E&&é%ﬂce W a Je@

awarded the first Blaise Mac Neil
_ Award, at the Inverness County Fest-

Sunday, October 26, 1986

SEE PAGE 4 FOR DETAILS

: by James St.Clair and Dorthy Frank “lle want more!"
ival of the Arts on Port Hood Island Inverness County Board Members "What a wonderful way to use
on August 16. The award valued at beautiful buildings!"
$300.00 is presented to an outstand- The River Denys Church, lovingly "T had no idea that such excell-
ing county artist under 25 years of cared for through the years, was ence could be found in a rural
age. i ~ | built in 1841 and is the second old- area,"

, gt est -church in Inverness County. "Were hungry in these parts for
Heather Rankin of Mabou won The Rise Fi ok ; such music,™
and Follies of Cape Breton Island Thus it was an ideal setting for 2 . -
Scholarship. This is awarded annyally g It must be noted that in addition

Musique Royale's concluding perform-

. : to two volunteers on the board who
ance in Inverness County in August.

by the University College of Cape

! i : d trips to Truro and Halifax
BretonsroRdhofgnostadeserving tape The concert series, called "The Tﬁ Srgggiatioﬁ for the series, that
Breton High School Student demon- August Festival of Music in Historic FEirhor it Thoall rectdbnts fobta
strating an interest in theatre. Settings," not only offered out-

The award is valved at $500.00. standing music, but also brought to bufed saine and; caving \in-Prepeping

s the buildings, selling tickets, or-
focus the importance of our arch- ganizing receptions following each
-itectural heritage. performance and in helping with
publicity -- a grass roots invol-
vement in a provincial program of

Z;my Y M

The response of this rural and

Mulgrave's "Beinn Bhreah." The sca@tered gommuqity to_exce]]ent much worth:
Story of Alexander and Mabel Bell. mui;C in Zfstoréc 59tt1295f1ihaﬂ zgl
ber 6 - November 2 enthusiastic endorsement o e
e ‘ concept as well as of the funding BAGPIPE PIANO
Jest in Time Theatre September 18 -28 agencies and volunteers who con- 5
tributed many hours. I-IZE;E;(:)I\JS;
“The Red Ball." Mermaid Theatre. Lessons for adults and children in
School/family production Oct. 20 - From the surveys returned from Inverness County will be given at
December 5 the concerts, it would appear that the Judique-Creignish School beginn--
- approximately one - third of those ing in September. Pipe Major Ed
Mulgrave's Christmas Production attending were visitors to Cape Rogers, of Heatherton will provide
Movember 24 - December 23 Breton Island. The comments offered, instruction once per week. Lessons
Call Performing Sponsors Organization such as those fo]}gw;ng S#QQEStbthat are $30.00 per month, For further
of Nova Scotia (PASONS) for fees and more concerts would be W?,COTe M information or to register contact
bookings: 909-422-3893 or call . residents and visitors alike! John S, Mac Isaac at 787-2995 or the
Barrie Fraser, Inverness County Council : Recreation/Tourism Office at 787-2274.
of the Arts, 258-2505:

Recreation and Culture Newsletter
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