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Summer programming has ended for 
another year. At this time I would Like 
to personally thank all my workers part­ 
icularly my Supervisors. It ·certainly 
makes my job a lot easier when I am 
fortunate enough to employ such resource­ 
ful . ind, iv i duals. 

Programming at the best of time 
requires initial planning, implementation 
and plain ''Good Luck', to be successful. 
But .when the majority of programs are 
outdoors with children involved, this 
adds that much more uncertainty and 
difficulty in the planning and implem­ 
entat\on of effective planning. Because 
of this I sincerely appreciated the 
efforts put forth by my employees. 
don't hesitate in saying that· we did 
encounter problems which happens in the 
best of organizations. I sincerely hope 
however that we have learned from such· 
circumstances and will become better 
individuals;indas.a result a better 
organization for it. 

The above was certainly the excep­ 
tion and not the rule. Parents and the 
pub! ic in general expressed a sincere 
appreciation for the wbrk_done by our 
programmers. Because of their efforts 
we were able to provide ball, arts & 
crafts, bicycle safety, tennis, play­ 
ground, Summer Talent Showcase, a pro­ 
gram for our special populations and 
computer programming. . 

We ended the year with two very 
successful field days which were held in 
St. Joseph Du Moine & Judi que. These 
fields were organized by my Supervisors 
(Maurice Chiasson, Emile Cormier, Curtis 
MacNeil & Joan MacDonald). However, the 
success must also be attributed to the 
~unimer programmers as well as the many 
volunteers. who helped with the trans­ 
portation and the actual running of the 
activities occurring during each 
field day. 
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Sevea "Gabie&s" and "Evange&ines" made an appeanee dwing the 
Fu.uva.i.. de. R! E1.ic.aoue.:tte. ,ln. Chet.i.c.amp an.d oM- .:the.1 ope.n,,i.ng 06, .:the. M:t- 
Ga&evy o{ Les T1to,t1.i P ,i.gn.on.6. Jhe. olde.Jt c.oup.e.e. a.1te. 1r.e.p1te..6 e.n:te.d by 
Pievue LeBCne and Sophl(? ·Roma.ltd an.d· :the. young c.ou.ple. by Ja.r:e..6 Le.B.e.avtc. 
and Janice Poivi. 

(itieap #oowa cte Wen&taoe and to rt 
The Elizabeth LeFort Gallery, a 

new wing at Les Trois Pignons in ~ 
Chet icamp officially opened Sunday 
Aug. 7 at 3:00. E l izabeth Hansford( Le Fort)_ 

.has become.world famous for her magnif-· 
icient tapestries, some of which hang 
I in the White House,' the Vatican, 
! Buckingham Palace and the National 
Museum of Man in Ottawa. 

Among the guest speakers at the 
opening were Allan J. MacEachen,Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of External 
Affairs, Mr. Wilfred Aucoin, President 
of Society St. Pierre and Gilles LeBlanc, 
President of Federation Acadienne. 
MacEachen referred to the tapestries as 
an integral part of cultural experience 
in Cheticamp and recognized the hugh 
amount of work they represent. He 
praised the 11dynamis·m11 of Acadian life 

I in the community. · 
'. Built in 1978, Les Trois Pighons 
'serves the public as a cultural, inform 
'ation, genealogical and community center. 
;This center contains a 1 ibrary with 
books and records for publ le. reference; 
'an informatJon bank containing the 
programs of the provincial and federal 
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governments; free historical tours of 
the area; information on the history of. 
Acadians and the rug-hooking industry; 
genealogy and translation services. 

Elizabeth has completed over 300 
tapestries, 20 of which were purchased 

_by La Societe St. Pierre for display at 
Trois Pignons in 1981. Among the first 
hooked masterpi eces acquired by the 
Gallery were El izabeth1s self portrait, 
and a portrait of Queen'El izabeth in 
1958. 
Lack of space had made display of 

the entire collection impossible until 
the opening of the gallery. La Societ&'s 

continued p. 3 
THIS ISSUE; 

1 ) LEFORT GALLERY OPEN ING 

2) AGE OF S'AIL ..,. 
3) ART NEWS 

/ 4) CAPE BRETON CONCERTO 

5) FALL PROGRAMMING 
• I 

. . ·• \ 



Director (cont'd ) 
The general success of our summer 

programming ·was the result of the coop­ 
eration shown by our Local District· 
School Board, our local business and the 
general pub! ic for which we are truly 
grateful. If you have any comments on 
our summer activities, please don't 
hesitate in calling me. 

= John Cotton 
Recreation Director 

A LETTER TO OUR READERS 
AN OPEN LETTER TO THE PARENTS OF PLEASANT 
BAY, CHETICAMP, AND ST. JOSEPH DU MOINE: 

Dear Parent: 

Another summer has just concluded. 
All summer activities sponsored by the 
Inverness County Recreation Department 
in your area have also concluded. During 
the summer the department has attempted 
to provide your child with a well­ 
organized and worthwhile recreation 
program. In all instances, all employees 
tried to perform to the best of their 
abilities. In some cases problems did 
arise. When they did they tried to 
deal with them as quickly as possible. 
To enable next year's recreation pro­ 
grammers to better deal with next year's 
program I would invite all comments­ 
favorable or otherwise-from you concern­ 
ing this summer's program. After the 
beginning of the month of September 1 
can be reached by writing to:· 

Box 276, 
Dalhousie University, 
Hal ifax,N.S. 
B3H 4J5. 
if you so desire you can also make 

your views known to the Inverness County 
Recreation Driector John Cotton by 
contacting him at 787-2274. I eagerly 
await your comments. 

Maurice Chiasson· 
Recreation Supervisor 

+ • 
September 18 is the scheduled date 

for this year's Terry Fox Run. Several 
local communities are sponsoring runs 
this year. For those in the Port 
Hastings-Port Hawkesbury area who are 
interested in running to raise money 
for cancer research, ·.they may contact 
Paula Davis; in the Port Hood area; 
Paul Maclsaac; and in the East Lake 
Ai ns 1 i e area, Florence Camp be 11 ., If 
anyone should wish to advertize runs on 
the radio, please contact the Department 
of Recreation and Culture in Port Hood 
at 787-2274.' 

Ceilidh 
A ceilidh was held at the Stella 

Maris Glebehouse in Creignish on 
August 12 which was sponsored by the 
people of Creignish. Entertainment 
featured the Creignish Trio - Fr. 
Colonel Macleod, Archie MacNeil and 
Neil Beaton. Others who entertained 
were Nora Roach, Bessie MacEachern, 
Angus Macisaac, and step-dancers Natalie 
MacMaster, and Ashley Macisaac who is 
pictured here. 
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and passed to another level. Of the 
children who registered, sixteen were 
in the first, or yellow level and Jill 
Campbel I and Mary Tanya Brann were 
successful in their RLSS Course for 
Bronze Medallion. As was the case since 
we began having the Swimming Courses in 
this area the sponsors were: The 
Ainslie-Upper Margaree Volunteer Fire 
Department and the Ladies Auxiliary. 

The weather was unfavourable 
with so much rainy weather and the 
dedication and hard work put forth by 
the Instructor, and the Children paid 
off in that such a good percentage of 
those taking the course passed; the_· 
parents, I feel, are to be commended 
for their encouragement and support, 
as well as the cooperation and 
assistance given by John Cotton and 
the Recreation Dept. 

- Co-ordinator: Florence Campbell 

(Costco Society Speake 
On Monday,/, September 12, the 

Chestico Museum and Historical Society 
of Port Hood will hold its first fall 
meeting at the home of Dan and Jean 
Campbell. The Society has been pleased 
with its participation in this year's 
"Chestico Days'' held August 4-7. Mary 
Janet MacDonald who recently taught a 
course in step-dancing on the Island 
of Barra in Scotland will be special 
guest speaker at the meeting. She will 

- talk about her trip to Scotland. Every­ 
one is invited to attend. The business 
meeting will begin at 7 p.m. and Mary 
Janet will attend at 8 p.m. hat@pid -Uolautee 

Dear Editor: 

The departure of Mary Ann Ducharme 
from Inverness County is a loss that 
mus t be noted. That Mary Ann, as is 
true of so many others, had to seek and 
find employment elsewhere is lametable, 
for her contribution to the cultural 
and i ntel lectua 1 1 i fe of· Inverness 
County has been considerable. Both as 
a volunteer and paid worker, she has 
assisted in the development of the 
Inverness County Drama League, in the 
Council of the Arts, in the Inverness 
County Artists Association and in the 

-newl y_-fonned Chor al Society. 
Many hours of energy and creativity 

were gladly shared by Mary Anne· with 
Stage Make-up enthusiasts. Indeed, 
without her, the stage productions of 
the coming Winter. and Spring will be 
the less. Her workshops in Make-up 
have been well-received and productive. 
The Hi 11 sboroug_h Drama Group, as we 11 , 
will miss her direction. 
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Jackets Found 
' . 

" 'here were three children's jackets left 
t the Judique Field Day held on 
ugust 26th. Anyone wishing to pick' up 
these jackets may come to the Recreation 
ff ice anytime between 8: 30 and 4: 30. 

R BB #XXXXXX112XXXXXX 

Water Safety Success 
Red Cross Swimming and Water 

Safety Classes were held at the East 
Lake Ainslie Beach from July 18-19, 

Our Instructor was Yann Artur from 
Sydney and the Assistant was Dawn Young 
who is a summer resident of this area. 

Thirty-five children registered for 
the classes, thirty-one completed the 
course and twenty-four were successful 
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CHETICAMP (cont'd) 
main purposes are to preserve heritage 
and promote the intellectual, cultural, 
social and economic aspects of Cape 
Breton Acadians. 

Elizabeth learned to hook when she 
was very young inthe"hungry 30's11 as 
a way of supplementing family income. 

Elizabeth describes one tapestry 
landscape in which she needed to use 28 
shades of brown, as the turning point 
for her. She began to think of rug 
hooking as an art rather than a craft . 

. Kenneth Hansford of Margaree dis­ 
covered Elizabeth. Kenneth wanted to 
open a craft shop and went to Elizabeth's 
home, bought all the tapestries she had 
and asked for more of her work. Kenneth 
encouraged her to hook portraits. 
Elizabeth's first hooked portrait was of 
president Eisenhower as seen on the 
Eisenhower stamp . 
The gallery collection includes 

some very large tapestries such as 
'Canadian Centennial'', measuring 68 sq. 
ft. and including the Prime Ministers 
from 1867 to 1967, a scene of the 
B.N.A. act, a scene of the Discovery of 
the N.W. Passage, a scene of the Peace Ezabeth LeFout's hooked tapestry depicting the history o5 Canada 
Tower in Ottawa, scene of the Veni ncudiug the Prime Miuistes. 
[T$nch Memorial, and portraits of John wool to obtain different colors and 
a ot, Jacques Cartier, Capt. Vancouver, shades. ''Siba', a synthet·ic dye is used 

a scene of the Klondike Gold Rush, and instead of natural dye. The process of 
also each one of the provincial flags. The 'hooking' is very different from that of 
tapestry was completed in 8 months, and painting in the sense that in painting, 
has 416 colors, and 1,750,000 stitches. you can see your colors in advance where 
Other tapestries are the ''Presidental as in 11hooking11

, they are only seen after 
History" which is 63 sq. ft. and portraits they are dyed. In order to obtain the 
of John F. Kennedy, Pierre Elliot Trudeau. proper colors, extreme attention and 
Other large tapestries include the precision is required. However: Elizabet 
crucifixion, which is 55 sq. ft. This always manages to obtain the exact colors 
work took 11 months to complete. The and ·shades, 'even if at times she requires 
Resurrection, which is 80 sq. ft., was as many as 15 to 20 shades for a single 
completed in 322 days, working 8 to face. Acid is added when dyeing' the • 
10 hours a day. This piece contains over wool in order to prevent the colors from 
2 mill ion stitches. The Gallery also fading and to resist moths. 
contains a tapestry done by Marie Stella Elizabeth is now retired and 1 ives 
Bourgeois entitled ''The Last Supper.11 with her husband in Margaree, approx im­ 
A similar one-was made by .Elizabeth.and ately 20 miles.from Ch~ticamp .. She does 
now is exhibited at the _Vatican. not.work like ·she used.to, except for a 

· Eliz•abeth cari 11hook11 55 stitches few scenes that she does for a pastime. 
per· minute, that is 3 ~ 300. an hour. But Al though she is well known and is con- 
before starting to .'hook!' a certain sidered as an extraordinary artist, 
scene, Elizabeth begins by making· the Elizabeth is still noted for her friend­ 
design on the burlap free-hand. Then, liness, humility and simplicity. Even 
the most complicated part is to· dye the if the Chet icamp women. are in the habit 

of "hooking'' rugs, Elizabeth has the­ 
credit for having. transformed this habit 
into a real art. Thanks to her abilities 
and genius as an artist who· creates 
wonders on burlap. 

Photo by Richard Ducharme. 
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Dram? Workshop 
John Frank, a student of Mabou 

Consolidated, recently attended a Nova 
Scotia Drama League workshop at the 
Universalist church in Halifax. The 
purpose of the workshop was to help the 
theatre-minded students to acquire skills 
in acting, stage directing, movement, 
and voice. . 

The $115.00 tuition fee was well 
worth 'it, John,indicates, explaining 
that the session. was nine days long, and 
included ''warm=up sessions'', discussion 
periods, and six hours of instruction 
every day. 

The instructors were all highly 

qualified and experienced people, John 
adds, such as Tom Kerr, well-known 
artistic director, and Max Mazumbar who 
directs the Stephenville Festival in 
Newfoundland. Other teachers were Fred 
Edell, who teaches drama at Acadia; 
Ellen Pierce, teacher of voice and 
movement; and Wanda Graham, the artistic 
di rector of Stage East Theatre. Miss 
Graham specializes in junior theatrics 
and last year worked with productions 
for. the lnvern-ess County·Di-ama Fest.iva\. 

About thirty young people attended 
the workshop which empahsized active 
participation in dealing with scripts, 
scene development, and many aspects of 
acting and directing. 

John, who is 16 years old, and is 
a member of NSDL, ICDL, and the Mabou 
drama class, was first inspired by the 
Theatre Antigonish production of 
''Godspell.' He also credits much of his 
enthusiasm. for drama to Jim St. Clair, 
''who is a friend as well as teacher,'' 
John comments. 

John d iscovered in the works hop 
that he prefers acting to directing 
because as an actor he can relate· more 
closely to the characters in a play. 
He found all aspects o.f the workshop' 
'an immense enjoyment,•) however, and is 
now more convinced than ever that 
theatre will be an important part of his 
1 i fe. ~ 

VOLUNTEER (cont'd) 
As a regular teacher and as-a· 

substitute, Mary Ann brought to her . 
students a well-based liberal:education 
a zest for learning and a shared aware­ 
ness that education at its best is an 
emotional rapport between teacher and 
student. The Jnverness·county ScHeol 
Board has lost an excellent teacher ­ 
and the New York State System nas ga i ne 
one. 

James St. Clair 


