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Literacy Conference 
"a triumph, a first step" 

by Mary Anne Ducharme 

In September Sr. Catherine MacNeil presented Francene Gillis with 
the Laubach Literacy of Canada Outstanding Service Award for her 
sustained efforts in the cause of literacy. 

The occasion was a conference "Billy Can't Read," at the Mabou 
Renewal Centre on September 10th and 11th. This event was to 
acknowledge the importance of reading, writing and math skills in 
everyday life, a theme of International Literacy Day on September 8. 

Also receiving the award was John Cotton of the Inverness County 
Recreation/Tourism Department who formed a literacy network in 
cooperation with the Inverness District School Board in 1991 and with 
funding provided by the National Literacy Secretariat. ' 

Francene was pleased with the conference, and described it as a 
triumph -- a first step in addressing the County's needs in literacy 
education. The Inverness County Adult Tutoring Network is 
comprised of 12 local committees with approximately 150 volunteers 
interested in literacy. However, she recognizes that there are flaws in 
the network which is in its infancy, and at present the eager volunteers 
need to find better ways with connecting with students. At present 
there are only about 50 learners in the program, a problem that 
Francene identifies as a lack of self-esteem among those who need help 
to achieve a greater level of literacy. "Attitudes are slow in changing, 
11 she explains, 11 and many learners have spent years hiding their 
problem. They are often insecure, afraid to come out and openly 
admit that they need help. It takes time to build trust. We have to get 
the message out that the program is learner-centred -- that is, we do 
everything possible to allow the learner to take control -- to say what 
it is that he or she wants to learn, and how. 11 

The conference was structured so that several groups interested in 
literacy could come away with concrete ideas about how to promote 
learner confidence. There was a session on family literacy of 
particular interest to parents; and sessions valuable to learners, tutors 
of adults, peer tutors within the school systems, literacy advocates, and 
others. 

Sr. Catherine MacNeil, ended the conference with encouragement, and 
insight based on experience in the adult literacy field in Mabou, and 
now in New Glasgow. She formed the St. Joseph's Literacy Council in 
Mabou and was chairperson and coordinator for three years. She also 
tutored and established a resource library for the Mabou Council. 
Over 20 adults from Mabou, Inverness and Port Hood have benefitted 
from her program. 
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On September 10th and 11th, was the first Inverness County Adult Literacy 
Tutoring Conference at the Mabou Renewal Centre. Coordinator Francene 
Gillis, greets Sharon MacCuspic of the Department of Education and 
Extension Services, Literacy Section. 

"Real education takes a learner where he is and helps him go where he 
wants to go," she says. "We are teaching literacy to free people to be 
themselves, to achieve their own vision of fulfilment. We have to be 
affirming and warm; we have to recognize that we are dealing with 
smart, competent people with considerable life experience who have 
slipped through the cracks of the education system {ind have suffered 
because they couldn't read or express themselves as they wish." 

However, she cautions against creating false expectations: literacy is 
not necessarily a passport to better jobs, and jobs are not the ultimate 
object of literacy. There are many highly literate people who have lost 
jobs in these past few years in this region, and she does not believe 
that illiteracy is higher here than elsewhere in Canada. She says that 
the placing blame solely on literacy is both simplistic and untrue. 
"Inverness County has a glorious past that deserves a future. If we are 
to act as one in creating good changes, we need the wisdom of all of 
us." • 

At the conference, the key word, according to Francene Gillis was the 
word "enabling." She believe that "we have to enable people to deal 
with their concerns and problems effectively. Literacy is one of the 
tools to that end." 

Congratulations to Francene Gillis and John Cotton and an those who 
participated in this worthwhile conference. (SEE ALSO PAGE NINE) 
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Recreation/Tourism Department will 
be sponsoring Winterfest Activities 
again in 1994. We would like to 

· encourage community groups and 
individuals throughout the county 
to become involved. The 
Recreation/Tourism Department w.. 
provide assistance in planning and 
promotion. If you have any 
questions please give our office a 
call. 

Congratulations to Francene 
Gillis for a job well done in 
coordinating the Literacy 
Conference held September 10 
and 11! Also, a special thank you 
to all those who took part. More 
information on the conference in 
this issue. 

We welcome Joey Beaton to our 
staff. For the next four months 
he will be researching and 
obtaining resource material on 
the musical culture of Inverness 
County. This research may lead to 
the possibility of developing a 
resource centre to house the 
information collected. 

Preparations for the Inverness 
County Winter Events Brochure 
have begun. The deadline to have 
any winter events put into the 
brochure is NOVEMBER 5TH. See 
the ad on this page for more 
information on the brochure. 

Please note that the 

The Recreation/Tourism Department 
for Inverness County will once 
again be placing a full page ad in 
the Nova Scotia "Doers and 
Dreamers" Tour Guide for 1994. 
The Department will cost-share 
advertising with businesses 
throughout the county who have 
expressed an interest. 
The Inverness/Victoria Counties 
Trails Federation has been 
formed in a cooperative effort 
with the Inverness County 
Recreation/Tourism Department 
and snowmobile clubs in both 
Inverness and Victoria counties. 
The Federation is working on the 
development of a trails system to 
run throughout both counties. The 
Federation has hired a consultant 
and they are presently working on a 
business plan. Anyone interested in 
trail development can contact ·the 
Recreation/Tourism Department in 
Port Hood, or any member of the 
county snowmobile clubs. 
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admission fee, and sponsor. 
F'or further information contact: 

Inverness County Recreation/Tourism 
P.O. Box 179, Port Hood, Nova Scotia, BOE 2WO 

Phone: 787-2274 

Over 1,000 places of worship arc in existence in Nova Scotia, 
many of which are over a century old. They are an important part of 
our Province's cultural and architectural heritage and in many 
communities they stand as the major landmark which helps to 
provide identity for that community. The Church Conservancy of 
Nova Scotia is a non-governmental organization for the conservation 
of religious building and sites across the Province. 

Since the founding in 1989, the Church Conservancy has 
taken steps towards the recognition of this heritage. It has adopted 
a mission statement which outlines its purpose and objectives and 
presented lectures, workshops, church tours and has given advice to 
cong{·egations on church conservancy. 
This fall the Church Conservancy is offering a workshop on 

researching and writing church history on Saturday, October 16 at the 
Trinity- United Church Hall in Mahone Bay. On the Friday before, 
there will be a short AGM 7 pm to 8 pm at the St. James Anglican 
Church Hall, followed by a tour of the historic churches of Mahone 
Bay. All sessions are open to the public with a registration fee of 
$20.00 which includes Saturday lunch. 

For further information, contact The Church Conservancy of 
Nova Scotia, c/o The Federation of N.S. Heritage, 1809 Barrington 
Street, Suite 901, Halifax, B3J 3K8. Or you may contact Ms. E.C. 
Ross, President, 23 Kirk Road, Halifax, B3P 1A5, phone: 477-7342. 

c urc conservancy 
OF NOVA SCOTIA 

Researching 
& 

Writing 
Church History 

Workshop 

Saturday, October 16 
1993 Mahone Bay, 

Trinity United Church Hall 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Registration: $20.00 
includes lunch 
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The old broad-headed Collie or "cuillean," a breed of farm dog that was once taken 
for granted is quickly disappearing. Perhaps you can play a role in saving this 
loveable and unique animal from extinction. 

A Collie 
on every 
doorstep 
by Erika duBois 

A Collie on every doorstep and a 
barn by every house . .. haylands 
and pasture from the shore to the 
steepest hillsides.. . even in the 
'50's Cape Breton scarcely had been 
touched by the industrialized world. 
Its rich cultural heritage was 
protected and nourished by a 
traditional pastoral way of life. For 
all alike, days and seasons were 
shaped by milking and shearing, 
potato planting and haymaking. 

Taken for granted, the dog on the 
doorstep lounged, knowing 
somehow when to be sociable, or 
quiet, or protective, and when it 
was time to work. A tolerant 
protector of the kittens and toddlers 
who mauled him, he never lost his 
equanimity, but remained steady 
and kind. 

These Collie dogs knew when it 
was time to fetch the cows or gather 
the sheep. There are people who 
affectionately recall the Collie 
coming to attention at precisely 
4:30 every day, and loping 
cheerfully off to get the cows for 
milking without any reminder or 
guidance. There were a few of them 
known as "smilers," dogs with a 
sense of humour who apparently 
found humans quite comical. 

The word Collie, was an adaptation 
of the Gaelic "cuillean," meaning 
little dog or puppy dog. This broad­ 
headed, old type of Collie was 
somewhat smaller than the modem 
type, the coat could be thick and 
woolly or smooth like a German 
Shepherd; there was variety of 
colour: buff, black, tricolour, and 
white with spots of 'buff or black 
was not unusual. 

Unlike the agressive Border Collie, 
he was not a potential killer. He ) 
, , • .; ·1.. -·-·· -· ·-· 

.. 
"Kennedy's King," the sire of "Hawleyville Prince" bad 
the appearance and personality of the traditional 
broad-beaded Collie dog, traits that are disappearing 
as the breed nears extinction. 
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Much later, Mary Goodwin saw her 
first modern narrow-nosed Collie. 
He looked so different from her 
wise old dog that she reluctantly 
concluded her beloved Teddy had 
been, after all, "just a mutt." In 
these years, when both types of 
Collie were numerous, many other 
people were coming to the same 
wrong conclusions. 

worked when he was asked and 
snoozed the rest of the time. He 
was called Tippy or Shep or Chum, 
and he was the original breed of 
Collie, kept as worker and friend on 
small farms and large ones, trusted 
and loved, for hundreds of years 
and for who knows how many 
hundred generations. 

His was the ancestral stock of the 
modern show Collie that eventually 
displaced him and assumed his 
name. With the rise in popularity of 
this new and glamorous breed, the 
original Collie declined, finally 
disappearing entirely, except in a 
few remote areas. 

Luckily, Cape Breton was one of 
those areas and until the '70's, the 
old Collie was common here. For a 
long while I assumed the stock had 
come from Scotland with the early 
settlers, but it seems that this was 
not the case. The late Mrs. Hawley 
Smith told me that when she came 
to Mabou as a young bride, her 
husband's parents had, not long 
before, brought a fine pair of 
Collies from Ontario, and that, she 
thought, had been the start of the 
Collie stock in this region of 
Inverness County. 

These two dogs were, like many of 
their descendants, intensely gun-shy 
and would leap, panting and 
trembling, onto the old lady's bed 
the moment a rifle was taken from 
the gun rack. After a few years, 
pups from this pair could be found 

on almost every farm in the Mabou 
area. Stanley MacNeil of Mabou 
remembers splitting a stack of 
firewood in payment for a puppy. 
In fact, this same dog appeared not 
long ago in Partici-Paper, 
illustrating an article about Stanley's 
father, the late Dr. MacNeil. 

Mary Goodwin, also of Mabou, has 
fond childhood memories of a fine 
old Collie named Teddy who was so 
tuned in to people that he seemed 
almost human. Some of her earliest 
memories are of Teddy pulling her 
out of the road, or blocking her 
from it. Teddy had uncanny 
perceptions and more than once 
was heard to wail and cry when a 
death had occurred in the family. 
The family came to rely on Teddy's 
instinctive, intuitive "forerunners" -­ 
an ability to know when something 
bad was about to happen. 

The breeding policies and fashions 
that were to produce our modern 
snipe-nosed show Collie were in 
hot dispute around the turn of the 
century. This is well documented 
in a series of articles published 
between 1908 and 1912 in Country 
Life in America, a U.S. magazine. 
Many letters to the editor were 
printed defending the old Collie, 
answered passionately by the 
fanciers of the new show type. This 
was still a lively topic among Collie 
lovers later when Albert Payson 
Terhune (1872-1942) wrote his 
classic dog stories, including Lad, a 
Dog. Unfortunately, there seems 
never to have been an organized 
attempt to maintain the old Collie 
as a separate breed, and it faded 
slowly into obscurity. 

Whenever I write about the old 
Collies, I get letters from people 
who remember the old dogs and 
would like to have another. It is a 
problem. The gene pool is 
seriously limited and of the 
surviving dogs, many show 
behaviour suggesting a mixture of 
Border Collie strains with agressive 
working instincts. Perhaps the most 
serious problem is simply the lack 
of awareness of the broad-headed 
Collie as the true and original 
breed. It is likely that without 
determined and immediate efforts, 
they will disappear entirely. 

Unfortunately, extinction is forever. 

Presently I know of only four dogs 
in Nova Scotia that are suitable for 
breeding. They represent three 
bloodlines. To identify these dogs, 
I add the name of their home 
locality to their pet name, thus my 
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Old Teddy had the gift of 
knowing when something bad 
was about to happen to bis 
human friends. He was one of 
the Collie dogs in oral local 
folklore who was so in tune to 
humans that he had 
", -" 3h Jorerunners" which his owners 
soon learned to heed! 


