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' (Photographs courtesy of Elwood Hart.) 

This photo was taken sometime in the 1920's by Carl Hart, an uncle of Elwood. It is of North East Margaree, 
(Margaree Centre) as seen f~om Phillip~s Mountain~ In the background are Sugar Loaf and Fraser mountains. 

In the foreground are the blacksmith and carriage shops of Elva Cranton. These buildings no longer exist. 
On the same· side of the road, lower.left-hand corner is the house now belonging to Ben Edwards, renovated 

with its original architectural style preserved. The house is probably about 130 years old, one of the oldest 
on the road. • 

Left from upper center are a barn, a house with a porch and a smaller house~ The:barn has since burned down 
with the loss of-all the old machinery it housed. Gordon Cranton how lives in the larger house which was built 
by Walter Cranton, father of Mabel Ingraham. Walter was postmaster in this house for 62 years, establishing a 
record for long service. The small house is now gone, and was lived in by Henry Cranton. It also was a former post office. 

Glimpses of tfe OfO ortf 'East 
Fror almost every hill-top a succession 
of delightful views may be obtained. On 
every hand new and charming scenes are 
brought to view as· a trip through the· 
valley is made. - 

spots. There are few places to be found 
in which the handiwork of the Creator is 
more lavishly displayed. Its encirclina 
rim of hills, wide fields and meadows, 

"The Valley of Northeast .. Marqaree i"ts sfivery streams and wooded slopes, 
is justly famed as one of Nature's beauty present a scene of rare beauty and charm. 

* Hart, John F, History of Northeast 
Ma raa ree, 1963. 
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Tourism '86, like every other year 
in tourism is fraught with complexities 
and contradictions, as reflected in news­ 
paper articles I have collected since 
January of this year. However, in retro­ 
pect, six issues seem to be at the core 
for Inverness County. 

' I have arranged quotations from 
newspaper articles around these six 
issues. 

May Anne. Duchvune 
I 

ISSUE: 
. 

Who is responsible for 
t . ? our, sm. . 

' Brian Duffy, Industrial Cape 
Breton Board of Trade: "We 
have to be responsible for 
ourselves." . 

' 
Dr. Theresa MacNeil, DEVCO 

_ chairman: "Key to island's 
success lies with its people;" 
"do not leave forces in the 
hands of outsiders." 
John Turner: "Hopes should not 
be placed· in hands of private 
sector because only 20% of its 
economy is in private hands." 
Atlantic Canada would be "cut 
adrift" by withdrawal of. 
federal support. 

Bob Cox, Chairman of Tourism 
Sector of Voluntary Planning: 

."initiative must come from 
private sector and municipal- 

·ities ••••••••• Municipal poli­ 
ticians should not regard 
tourism as another expenditure, 
but one that will bring in tax 
revenue." 

John Van Zutphen, Chairman of 
Enterprise Cape Breton: "Local 
initiative key to future •••••• 
Habit of pettiness, jealousy, 
and competition" must end 
because it stops progress: 

ISSUE: Is present tourism 
marketing by the Province 
adequate? 

, ' 

Page 2 ISSUE: Cu 1 ture, entertainment, 
recreation and museums: What are 
the connections to tourism? 

fewer brochures and more television 
promotion. He decries the $300,000 
decrease in the 1986 tourism budget, 
He says "we missed the boat, and that 
Nova Scotia is losing millions in 
potential tourism." 

Nova Scotia Dept. of Tourism: Five 
Year theme "Festival Nova Scotia 
emphasizes unique life style and rich 
cultural festivals.' In August 
Festival N.S. in "high gear." 

Gary MacAdam: Canadian Automobile 
Association: Cape Breton"'having 
an incredible year'," Requests 
for Maritime information were up 
by 30% at the Canadian Automobile 
Association in Halifax. 
REASON: Expo overflow. 

Jack Hawkin, Tourism Minister: 
Vehicle traffic and tourist bureau 
visits up. 

Harold Shea, Halifax Herald: 
Tourism '86 not "pie in sky" pre­ 
dicted. 
REASONS: terrorism factor overrated; 
European travel up; Expo travel up, 
New England travel up (anniversary 
of Liberty). 

Tourism Industry Association of 
Nova Scotia: Tourism '86 not what 
was anticipated. Auto traffic up 
only one per cent as of August 9. 
Bad weather is the reason. 

ISSUE: Are tourism operators 
'willing to work cooperatively 
to improve tourism? 

A letter was sent in January to 
facility operators in Inverness County 
to solicit membership in a locally based 
tourist association. The concept was· 
approved by operators at a tourism con­ 
frence in November '85, 

RESULTS: only twelve operators replied 
and joined the association. "Wait and 
see "attitude perhaps? Can an organiz­ 
ation prove itself in tourism with 
limited input?· Will others be attracted 

-------------~---- to the concept of taking responsibility 
for tourism forces that will shape their 
own economic future? 

Ron ough, theatre director: 
"Next to tourism, entertainment is 
the most ignored industry in Cape 
Breton." Advocated is a concerted 
effort in packaging and marketing 
island's entertainment. 

Sally Smith, business reporter; 
Hali fax Herald: "Recreation season 
a washout. 11 REASONS: bad weather, 
increased cost of liability insurance, 
lack of low-interest loans; tourism 
does not recognize recreation facili­ 
ties as part of tourism industry. 

Yvonne Fox, museum curator: 
Provincial tourism does not recognize 
the importance of the role of local 
museums which· often act as hosts, 
giving directions, advice and informa­ 
tion to the touring public, 

ISSUE: Is there adequate local 
expertise in complex matters of 
tourism development? 

Mabou West Resorts: company fanned 
to spur land development for tourism in 
the West Mabou area. Opponents voice 
concern over methods and choice of site. 
DEVCO currently owns land and must divest 
adopting a "wait and see" attitude 
regarding the company. 

OPTIONS in development: local control, 
new development, other site(s), shared 
control, government manaaement, foreign 
investment. 

' ISSUE: Should tourism promotion 
for the county be bilingual? 

The Inverness County Tour Guide 
was released this summer in English 
only. Protest was registered by an 
Acadian group. Response in Council 
to this was that the tourism budget 
available in the municipality was 
very limited and that a French version 
was not suggested by the Tourism Commit­ 
tee member from Cheticam~ because he did 
not attend .any of the meetings, Future 
policy and sources of funding unclear. 

Opposition leader Vince Maclean 
claims that the marketing strategy is 
outdated and inadequate. He suggests 

NOTICE: The art and photography exhibit, sponsored 
by the Port Hastings Historical Society for 
November has been cancelled. Apologies to any 
who may have been inconvenienced. 
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These photographs, it is believed, are of Margaree pioneers, Captain John 
Phillips, and his wife Sarah Cranton, daughter of Captain Robert Cranton. 

John Phillips and his wife were 
the iprogeniters of all the Phillios in 
the area. It has come down to Elwood 
a descendant of John Phillips, that ~ 
John was a kind man, who went out of his 
way to show friendship to the Indians 
in the area. There is a story about 
this. Quite a.few Indians lived and 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

The point most easily reached in 
order to obtain a good view of the valley 
is probably Phillips Mountain at the 
"Look-off" on the west side of the river. 
The ascent of the mountain is gradual, and 
without leaving one's car the whole valley 
as far north as the Sugar Loaf may be seen 
in delightful panorama of field, forest, 
and stream, 

The District of Northeast 
Margaree, officially know as Municipal 
District No,· 9 in the Municipal Corpor­ 
ation of the County of Inverness, 
embraces within its boundaries the 
largest land area of any of the fourteen 
districts of the Municipality. Its area 
ex tends northward from the District No. 
7 line at Margaree Forks, along the 
eastern boundaries of the Districts of 
Margaree Harbour and St. Joseph du Moine 
(Grand Etang) to the southern boundary 
of the District of Cheticamp. For its 
entire lenath south to north, it extends 
to the Victoria County line on the east, 
to the Cheticamp District line. 11 

The photographs in this article are 
provided through the courtesy of Elwood 
Hart who has graciously given hours of 
his time in providing information to the 
editor of this paper. 

hunted along the river. One day in 
September when he looked up while 
harvesting a field of turnips, there 
were two Indians watching him, They 
could not speak English and were very 
timid, John took a sharp stick and 
stuck one turnip on each end of the 
stick and give it to them, They smiled 
and went over the bank.' ' 

Elwood stresses how little these 
early pioneers had in the way of conven­ 
i ences. \4hen they came, there were no 
roads or wagons and carts. They had to 
flail the qrain, burn their own lime 
for cement and needed to have an 
astounding number of skills to accomplish 
what they did. 

John Phillips was born in London, 
England, in 1777, and died in Northeast 
Margaree in 1854. While quite young he 
left Engl and in company with his brother 
James, and eventually reached Newfound­ 
land while his brother proceeded to the 
Jnited States. At St. John's, Newfound­ 
land, John entered the employ of Captain 
Robert Cranton and eventually became 
captain of one of Captain Cranton's 
schooners trading between Newfoundland 
and Cape Breton. He married Sarah 
Cranton, daughter of Captain Cranton, 
and becoming weary of seafaring life, 
moved with his wife to Northeast Marg­ 
aree where he took up a tract of land on 
the west side of the river at what is 
now Margaree Centre. The death of their 
first child by scalding was the first 
tragedy recorded in the district. 

Captain Phillips was twice married, 
his first wife being Sarah· Cranton as 
already mentioned, and his second Harrie1 
Ingraham, daughter of Hezekiah Ingraham, 
Margaree Harbour. Children by the first 
marriage were, John, Henry, David, 
Stephen, Susan, Ann Maria, and Sarah, an 
by the second marriage Esther, Samuel, 
Reuben, Benjamin, Charles, anq James. 

One of the stones from the first 
gristmill in Northeast Margaree, built 
by John Phillips, serves as his tomb­ 
stone. It is inscribed thus: 'Captain 
John Phillips, 1777- 1854, Emigrated 
from London, Eng., 1793, The stone is 
located in North East Margaree's 
Congregational Cemetery, maintained by 
the Wilson United Church, The sister 
stone is abandoned at the foot of 
Phillip's Mountain. 

Curling 
Curl Canada (N.S.), in conjunction 

with the Nova Scotia Ladies Curling Assoc­ 
iation and the Nova Scotia Branch of the 
R.C.C.C. and the financial assistance of 
the Nova Scotia Department of Culture 
Recreation and Fitness, is very pleased 
to announceits fall schedule of curlinq 
and officiating courses. · 

Level I Technical Courses are 
designed to show people how to teach the 
basics of curling to novice or new curlers 
at a cost of $50.00. Level I course 
planned for. Strait Area Comm. Curl-inc, 
Club, Port Hawi:esbury November 8-9,1986 
. • ,Level II Technical Courses give 
instructors and coaches a inore indepth 
knowledge of how to teach the game to 
other curlers and analyse curling 
delivery faults. A Level II Technical 
Course is planned for Bridgewater Curling 
Club, November 1-2, 1986. Cost: ~50.00. · 

In addition, Curl Canada (N.S.) 
has scheduled four Officiating and Rules 
Seminars this fall. - 

. Interested persons should pre-reP,­ 
ister as soon as possible. Jo register 
or for further information, please 
contact: . -· · 

Mrs. Nancy Cleveland 
Box· 94 
Greenwood Heights 
R.R.# 1, Armdale 
:.S. b3L 4Jl 
Phone: 876-7259 
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Mr. Dale Machin 
Sport Nova Scotia 
P.0. Box 3010 South 
Halifax, N.S. B3J 3G6 
Phone: 425-5450 
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