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. Quite recently, the Iona Connection, 
a loose federation of heritage groups 
across Cape Breton Island, issued a 
brochure entitled "Heritage Roads throug 
Cape Breton". This attractive public­ 
ation, which is beautifully illustrated 
by Lake Ainslie artist Barrie Fraser, 
was put together by Bruce MacNeil, Pam 
Newton and Jim St. Clair of the Iona 
Connection. "Heritage Roads Through 
Cape Breton" maps out the.many museums 
and heritage centres in Cape Breton 
Island and describes each one briefly. 
Inverness County will cover from Les 
Trois Pignons in Cheticamp straight 
through to the Port Hastings Museum. 
The brochure is a very handy guide for 
both tourist and Cape Bretoner alike. 
For anyone interested in exploring the 
rich historical and cultural heritage 
of Cape Breton, this brochure is a must. 
"Heritage Roads Through Cape Breton" is 
available at Tourist Bureaus on the 
Island,at motels and inns, and through 
the Inverness County Recreation Dept., 
Box 179, Port Hood, N S. 
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MARKERS OF TI-f£ PAST 
In July and August a photo­ 

gnaphlc exhibition Wa6 held at 
An Vnoehald ln Mabou. The sub­ 
ject was Memo.ial At in Mabou 
Alt.ea G1t.aveya1t.d¢ and the photo­ 
gaphe was Donothg Fhank o{ 
Mabou. Thee ahe a vaety o5 
old ghavgads in the aea with 
many 01t.nate and sometimes 

whims&ca canungs on them. 
While today'6 g1t.avema1t.ke1t. l6 
mass poduced, the old ma1t.ke1t.-0 
6howed the -0kill6 and lnte1t.e-0t-0 
0{ the sto nec.alt.v e/t.' .6 hand-0 . Old 
cemeta1t.le-0 plt.ovlde ~ wealth 06 
detail c.onc.e1t.nln9 ou1t. ance-0to1t.-0 , 
and axe good paces to stat {o 
amateult. genealoglit-0. 
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Soccer Event 
~ 1985 Petro Canada Cup for 

under 18 boys and under 18 girls 
soccer teams wi!l.l be played in Sydney , 
New Waterford and cape Breton County, 
October 11-14th. It is·the biggest 
soccer event ever held in Nova Scotia. 

. ' 

The Petro Canada Cup is emblematic 
of the national soccer championships 
in Sl.X youth categories. The under 16 
boys and girls competition will be 
played in Ottawa, Ontario while the 
under 14 boys and girls competitions 
will be contested in Vancouver, B.C. 
All six Petro Canada competitions will 
be held Octbbei ll-14th. · 

'The Petro Canada Cup was introduced 
in 1984 with tow competitions held in 
each of Calgary, Alta., Tbronto, Ont., 
and Montreal, P .Q. It was part of a 
major upgrading of the Canadian Socoer 
Championships from the traditional 
two-team CF.a.st vs West) contest to a 
six-team tournamen t format. 

Both the under 18 boys and under 
18 girls Petro Canada Cup in Cape 
Breton will include the champions of 
Nova Scotia (qualifying as host 
province), the Prairies Region, Atlantic 
Region, British Columbia, Ontario and 
Quebec. These are the best youth 
soccer teams in Canada and the competit­ 
ion prani.ses to be the best ever seen 
in Cape Breton. 

The organizing oorcmittee has been busy 
preparing for the event since February. 
Well over a thousand hours have already 
been put into ·organizing the event· 
which promises to be one of the major 
sporting events in Nova Scotia this 
year. 

Representing Nova Scotia in the 
competition will be Lunenburg County 
(Boys)_ and Dartmouth United (Girls). 
Lunenburg edged our ~ Waterford 
Wolves in the Provincial Boys Champion­ 
ship while Dartmouth got by Sydney in 
the Provincial Girls Championship. 

Les A. Murray , 4.6, is this year's 
winner of the Canada-Australia Literary' 
Prize, awarded in alternate years to a 
leading Canadian or Australian writer 
in recognition of a significant life- . 
time achievement. The $3000 prize will 
be presented. at a ceremony in Ottawa en 
October 16. 

Murray, author of seven books of 
poetry and many collections, is of 
Scottish ancestry, has served as writer­ 
in-residence at the University of 
Edinburgh, Scotland, and has a keen 
interest in the Scottish heritage around 
the world. For that reason, he specifi­ 
cally asked that his Canadian tour 
include a visit to cape Breton. 
» 

He will participate in an evening 
of Celtic entertainment at the Gaelic 
College in St. Ann's at 7:00 on 
Wednesday, October 9, and will give a 
public reading from his works at the 
University College of cape Breton Art 
Gallery the following evening, October 
10. 

Murray will be available for inter­ 
views. in Sydney on October 10 and 11. 
'lb arrange interviews, please call Tim 
Belliveau, University College of Cape 
Breton, 539--5300. 

Volleyball 

Canada Games 
Mr. Fred S. Martell, Sports Dr. 

for Table Tennis for Jeux Canada Games· 
'87 is currently in the process of 
:recruiting volunteers interested in 
working with the ccmnittee and also for 
volunteers to work the week of the 
games. 

Anyone who volunteered in the past 
two Island Games (ex. coaches, players, 
parents; etc. ) and would like to take 
part in the Jeux Canada Games '87 is 
asked to contact the Recreation Office 
in Port Hood at 787-2274. 

Museum Conservation 
The Canadian Conservation Institute 

(CCI) is pleased to announce the avail­ 
ability of its Mobile Conservation 
Laboratory Internships for 1986. 

These Internships are twelve 
months- in duration and are designed to 
give practiva 1 experience to graduates 
of conservation training programmes, 
conservators and conservation technic­ 
i ans with relevant prior experience. 

Internships will encompass work 
and training in laboratories at the 
Canadian Conservation Institute's 
Headquarters in Ottawa as-well as work 
among Canada's museums and galleries 
through tours of duty in the Institute's 
mobile laboratories. 

The deadline for applying is 
September 13, 1985. Application fonns 
and guidelines, as well as further 
infonnation and assistance may be 
obtained by contacting: 

Ann Marie Sahagian, Coordinator 
Training & Information Division 
Canadian Conservation Institute 
National Museums of Canada 
1030 Innes Road 
OTTAWA, Ontario KlA OMS 

The Whycocomagh Consolidated School 
Boys' Volleyball team is hosting the 
Air Canada 'Collegiate Volleyball 
Challenge October 18, 1985, at 7:30p.m. 
The two teams involved will be the 
Manitoba Bi sons,. the number one. college 
team, in Canada, and the Dalhousie Tigers 
who ranked number four last year. This 
will be volleyball of a championship 
calibre.· Tickets and further informa­ 
tion may be obtained by contacting the 
Whycocomagh Consolidated School,756-2441. 

Nordic Ski·Nova Scotia·is lnoking 
for a provi nci-a 1 coach and team manager. 
Both i ndi vi duals will work with the 
Provincial Cross Country Ski Team and 
travel with the team to the 1987 Jeux 
Canada Winter Games being held in Cape 
Breton, Nova Scotia.' 

Australian Poet 
' 

Centre Bras d'Or, in association 
with The University College of cape 
Breton, The Department of External 
Affairs, The Writers Union of Canada, 
and the Gaelic College, will sponsor a· 
Cape Breton tour by Auxtralia's leading 
poet October 9-11. 

Badminton Coach 
The Nova Scotia Badminton Assoc­ 

iation is currently seeking applications 
for the position of Coach for the 1987 
Canada Winter Games Team. 

Persons interested in this position 
should contact the N.S. Badminton Office 
at Sport Nova Scotia for more detailed 

i nfonnati on. 

The deadline for applications is 
October 31, 1985. 
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These positions are volunteer. 
positions with those selected working 
closely in co-operation with the 
~ompetition committee of Nordic Ski 
Nova Scotia. Both positions are open 
to all interested. individuals with 
some background in the sport of cross­ 
country skiing. 

Those intereste.d in applying for 
either the position of coach or manager 
should forward their name and resume 
to Ike Whitehead, Nordic Ski Nova 
Scotia, P. 0. Box 3010 South, Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, B3J 3G6 on or before 
October 1, 1985. 

RUMMAGE & PANTRY SALE 
October 25 7 p.m. 
October 26 - 10 am- 2 p.m. 

St. David's Uni fed Ha 11 

Sponsored by Port Hastings, 
Historical Society. Items of 
good, in style winter clothing, 
household items, and furniture 
will be available. Any donations 
will be greatly appreciated as 
this is a major fund-raising 
effort for our group. 
Call 625-2556 or 625-04l7. 
P 
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James Scarlett 
JH WEARING OJ JHE PLAID 

Now part of the image of 
Scotland, tartan has come a long 
way since, less than three hun­ 
dred years ago, it was merely the 
indigenous cloth of the despised 
and teared Highlander, used by 
him for all purposes. It took 
a major rebellion to set it on 

. the road to fame and the many 
myths and fairy tales woven 
around it to focus tartan into an 
emblem of such Scottish-ness that 
tartan does not just mean Scot­ 
land, it is practically impossible 
to have anything Scottish without 
it! 

In the beginning, tartan was 
just a particular kind of cloth. 
It did not need to have any 
pattern and there is in existance 
an order sent to a Lowland manu­ 
facturer in the late 1830's for 
a quantity of "plain coloured 

anything extra into them, 
suggests that there may have 
been a few main regional styles 
of pattern which were worked 
upon by local weavers to give 
local tartans - "clan" tartans - 
but it must be admitted that 
useful evidence to support this 
theory is not now likely to 
forthcomino 

A BAN ON. TARTAN. 

attempts to prove - mostly by 
discarding· the evidence that did 
not fit - that Clan tartans either 
did not exist before the 
1745 Jacobite Rising. Apart from 
two notable exceptions, little 
time was wasted in studing tartans 
frir themselves. 'Ol~ and Rare 
Scottish Tartans' by D. W. Stewart, 
published in 1893 and 'The Setts 
of the Scottish Tartans' by his 
son D. C. Stewart, first published 
in 1950, both treated fully of 

After the Forty-five, tartan tartan and its history.in the con­ 
and Highland dress were forbidden text of their respective times. 
to the Highlander at home for a From seeds sown by the latter 
period of thirty-five years., ultimately spang The Scottish 
There are signs that these measure Tartans Society, inaugurated in 
were never very effective, but 1963 for the expres~ purpose of 
they did put the village weaver collecting and studing tartans and 
out of business and the growing Highland dress. After many early 
demand for tartan for export to vicissitudes the Society is now 
the new colonies in the West and firmly established at Comrie, in 
for the use of the Army began to Perthshire, where it sponsored the 
be filled by a rapidly expanding formation of a monitoring body set 
Lowland manufacturing industry. 

tartan without pattern". While 
it serves to show· that attempts 
to prove something about tartan 
from early references to the 
cloth must rest heavily upon 
wishful thinking, this is an 
exceptional case' and probably 
the first reference linking cloth 
with pattern comes from John 
Taylor, the Water Poet, in 1618. 
In the story of his "Pennyless 
Pilgrimage" to the Highlands in 
that year, Taylor tells of a 
"warm stuffe of divers colours 
that they call Tartane" and has 
other interesting things to say, 
among them that the Highlanders 
of that time considered it both 
correct and desirable that 
s tr-angers coming among' t hem 
should adopt their style of 
dress. 

There is little evidence 
of importance and all of it 
ambiguous to tell· us-of· the 
development of tartans up to, 
and indeed after, the Forty-five. 
Vast tottering edifices have been 
built on non-existent foundations 
in order to prove that our Clan 
and District tartans date back 
to the beginning of time, but 
most of these are easily de­ 
molished. Modern research; 
including the careful reading of 
old documents without reading 

However, a lingering memory of 
tartans appropriate to certain 
clans survived and so it was that 
when King George IV paid his visit 
to Edinburg in 1822, the first 
crowned monarch to do so since 
Charles I, the demand for Clan 
tartans and a plentiful supply of 
them came together and the result 
was a tartan explosion that still 
echoes around the world. 

' 
up in an effort to raise the 
standard of tartan design. The 
old tartans mostly displayed the 
clear, bold patterns in bright 
but soft colours and we would do 
well to get back to that standard 

Supposedly, the kilt is the 
remote descendant of the saffron 
shirt that was brought from Ire­ 
land by the Scots, but this gar­ 
ment is so different from the ! 

From the begin n in g of i ts be 1 t e d pl a i d whi ch suppl a 11 t e d i t 
large-scale manufacture, tartan that one has to consider the 
had been a live business, with possibility that the. Picts were · 
new patterns constantly in demand already using something like the 
and willingly supplied. Now, the latter and that the Scots merely 
new patterns were ·as. much in demandadopted it as being more suited 
as ever, but they had to have namesto the harsher climate of their 
and legends .attached. As with the new home. From· the belted p 1 aid 
proliferation of tartans, so with to the kilt is but a short step 
the proliferation of types of to a much more convenient.garment 
tartan and colours of tartans, with pleats sewn in and fastening 
which eventually gave us Clan, around the waist with its own 
Hunting, Dress and even Funeral strJps instead of, as we are told 
setts and ancient, modern and .for the plaid, having to be laid 
reproduction colours. There came, out and pleated every time it is. 
too, the "What is your tartan" put on. The belted plaid can, be' 
lists, with their acrobatic gen- put on in this way and the perfor- 
ealogies which ensure as far as is mance is currently popular as a · 
humanly possible that no man goes comic turn on televison, but the 
without the tartan. Thus stood advocates of the method can 
the tartan legend from Victorian hardly have tried to perform the 
times u n t i 1 t he ear 1 y 1 9 6 0 1 s • tr i c k unde r n at u r a ; condition s a n d 
over a period from 90 to 100 years, ti ed 7 
a good deal of ink was wasted in con 1nue_ p. 
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