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Director's Desk 

Facilitator or Programmer 

This is certainly a complex issue 
but certainly one that we must resolve. 

It has always ·been our philosophy 
to help those who help themselves. As 
such it is our intention to try and 
develop recreational opportunities 
through the resources available at the 
community level . We have developed 
funding policies to assist community 
groups and certainly organizations 
have made use of such funding policies. 

We have made available to commun­ 
ity groups such services as typing, 
photo copying, meeting facilities, 
consulting services, communication 
services etc. and again· community 
organizations have made use of such 
services. 

We have provided a ·variety of 
workshops, clinics etc. to develop 
local- leadership and such services have 
been made use of by community groups. 

However,. it has been proven that 
due to limited funds, leadership and/or 
facilities, communities have required 

.direct input by the Recreation Dept. 
Such input has been shown in our in­ 
vol vement with school programming and 
our involvement with summer programming 
yet such input in our estimation is 
and wil 1 .continue to be necessary. 
However, our long range plans call for 
the eventual sponsorship of such pro­ 
gramming transferred to community 
organizations. 

Cert-,: n 1 y communities have pro­ 
vided very effective programming in 
such areas as swimming, boy scouts, 
girl guides, minor hockey, figure 
skating, judo etc. and it is our inten­ 
tion to continue helping· such groups 
and improve their programming opport­ 
unities. Recreation within our municip 
ality has in- the majority of cases been 
done by the volunteers with assistance 
from the Recreation Department. Such 
an arrangement must not only be con­ 
tinued but broadened where ever poss- 
ible. It certainly may be necessary 
for the Recreation Department to con- 
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The above photo shows the teach and pupils at the Hawthcne school 
(Poft:t Hood) in 1891. The -6c.lwo.C.. hoMe. tdu.ch J.,!, no longe:tc. 1.,.:ta.ncli.ng ·it'M 
toc.a,te.d- a,t :the. c.ll.OMJtoad-6 be..e.a,c J chn. s. Gis': 

snaas esterday's Scholars ozoa 
Font Row: Let to Right - Mazur Ann Abuck&e, Dannie Mac!l&an(John the 

ha6), Katie MacMi&tan(O&d Dona&d), Clvistg Anne Mac!&&an 
(Old Vonaid) _.!_ Bect-ton(Jolm Von.ai.d AngM' .6i.,!,:.te,'t), ,\!aJr.y ,\lac. 

, Inn-l-6 ( Hec.:tofl.' -6 1.,J.,t,:.t.0-), John A. Mac.Vonald ( Hugh Jm) Hughie 
Maclvlill.a.n(John :the (;J/taJr.6), Johnru.e Mac.Millan(O.e.d Vona.e.d), 
Alex AJtbuc.Ue ( 4 geas cd), Simon Maelnns( Hawtholl.ne.) • 

Second Row: L - R: Maggie Macinnis(llawthone) ? Macinnis(Suon's s6ten) 
? Macinnis(Simon's sste), ? Beaton(John Dona&d Angus) 

TcicJ2 Mac.Millan ( B-lg Jack) ? Bea.ton ( Ha.wthonne) , Alex Gilli.,!, 
(Joe's bothe), Dannie Beaton(John Dona&d Angus) 

ThJ.Jtd Row: L - R: ·-V.C. Mac.Vona£d(TeacJie1t.)Vdn J. i\lac.EaclieJt.n(Rona.e.d'.6 
bothen), Many Gi&is, Sanah G&Cs, Jessie Abuck&e , Katie 
Ann MacMi&an (Jimmy's siste) 

tinue its direct involvemen, with cer­ 
tain facets of programming. However, 
in alot of cases programming can and is 
being more effectively done by 
community groups. Itis my belief that 

'through increased community involvement 
wil I result in the satisfaction of most 
community recreational needs. I look 
forward to your comment? as to what the 
role of the Municipal Recreation Dept. 
should be in your opinions. 

, John Catton 
Recreation Director 
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EDITOR 's NOTE 
Now that the autumn chi 11 is in 

the air, our thoughts turn towards 
activities that will help us through 
those long winter evenings. Many of 
you have already signed up for the fall 
recreation programs, and probably more 
of you again will be signing up for 
programs in the winter and spring. 
Some of you will be learning knitting, 
sewing, or photography, some of you will 
be trimming your figures by taking 
aerobic dance, or getting into the 
spirit of our culture by learning step­ 
dancing or the violin. Whatever your 
interest is, you have a varied series 
of programs from which to choose. 
The Department of Recreation and 
Culture is here to assist you in making 
good use of your leisure time in this 
regard, so if any of you have any 
suggestions or news to report, don't 
hesitate to contact us. 

coting and informative. We will pro­ 
vide an individual or combination of 
lectures in any community where interest 
exists. If you are interested in any or 
all of the above mentioned topics, 
please give us a call at the Recreation 
Office, 787-2274. 

VOLLEYBALL CLINIC 
Volleyball Nova Scotia,in con­ 

junction with the Department of Culture, 
Recreation and Fitness will conduct a 
number of clinics throughout the pro­ 
vince for participants wishing to obtain 
their Local,Provincial, or Regional 
ratings. 

All clinics consist of an evening 
session featuring a review of rules and 
their interpretation. A practical test 
in which the participant referees or 
umpires in a game situation follows. 
A written examination is also adminis­ 
tered. A registration fee of S10.00 
covers all clinic costs including rule 
book, and instruction. Successful 
candidates are then eligible to 
officiate volleyball matches. 

To receive further information on 
the clinics in your area contact 
Volleyball Nova Scotia, P.O. Box 3010 
South,Hal ifax, N.S. B3J 3G6. A clinic 
will be held in the following locations 
on the dates indicated: 
U. C. C. B. , Sydney, N.S . 
7:30 p.m. on October 28-30,1983. 
Antigonish, N.S. - T.B.A. 

For further. information, contact 
Peg Macinnis, Development Co-ordinator, 
l425-5450 (Volleyball Nova Scotia). 

Outdoor Recreation Position 
January 6 - February 19, 198 

If you are a skier(alpine and/or 
nordic) and winter camper, and like to 
talk to people about these subjects, 
this 6 week position may be for you. 
We need two (2) peop 1 e who are free to 
travel to promote winter activities to 
community groups, schools around the 
Province. You must be free for a 
training week in November. 

Send a resume with references be- 
fore October 14,1983, to: 

Wintercade, 
P.O. Box 3010 South, 
Hal i fax,l.S. 
B3J 366. 

3l 2Bush with tho Saw! 
The Recreation Department with the 

cooperation of the Public Legal Education 
Society of Nova· Scotia (OLE) is now. 
prepared to offer legal lectures of 
public-interest in Inverness County. 

Lectures on the following topics 
are available: 

-The Law and Tfie Family: Marriage, 
Separation, and Divorce 

-Fami ly Court,Custody and 
Maintenance. 

- Matrimonial Property Act 
Youth and the Law 

- Your rights.as a worker 
Legal Aspects of Drug Use 
Rules of the Road, Motor­ 

Vehicle Law. 
- Will s and Estate Law. 
Lawyers, law professors, judges, 

government personnel and knowledgeable The Nova s·cotfaHockey Association, 
lay people volunteer their time and· in conjunction with the Department.of 
informai:ion in presenting these lee- Culture, Recreation & Fitness, will 
tures. The PLE Society feels that host·a Level 111 N.C.C.P. Hockey Coaches 
everyone needs information on the law Clinic in Antigonish from October 14th­ 
for the following reasons: 16th. Sessions are scheduled for 

= to understand the law and ·o.ur Friday,October 14th· from 7:0o.:.ro:OO p.m.; 
legal system. Sat_urday, October '15th _f.ro_m 9:00 a.m. - 

= to learn of the legal implications 9:00 p.m.; and Sunday,October 16th from 
and consequences of everyday activities. 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. Classroom 

= to find out about specific areas sessions will be held at the Oland 
of the law so as to prevent or avoid Center (St. F.X.) and ice sessions will 
potential legal problems. be held at the Ant igonish Arena. _ 

- To be able to determine when you·' Interested coaches must hold a 
might need a lawyer and to find .out Level 11 Certificate and must pre­ 
what you should expect when you go to register with Zone Chairman Ken Barrie 
a lawyer.. (752-7114). Coaches will be accepted 

- To satisfy your general interest on a first come/first servedbasis. 
in the Jaw. · · Cost- of.. the clinic is $20.00/coach. 

Each lecture promises to be inter­ 

Just ud Couse 
~- A St. John Am bu I a rice Emergency 

First Aid Course is planned for the 
Why cocomagh School on Saturday,Oct. 29 
from 9-4:30 p.m. A minimum of 9 part­ 
icipants are required and' a maximum of 
12 wilJ be-accepted. This eight hour 
course is designed to provide those who 
have no previous First Aid experience 
u]th basic information on procedures [O bwl 
be used at the· scene of an accident. 
Anyone interested in taking the course 
must contact Wendy Macomber at 756-2112 
or the Recreation Office at 787-2274 on 
or before October 15/83. Registration 
is $11.00 per person.'' 

nlecade is Coming 
Mintercade is a mobile winter 

recreation project operated jointly by 
Alpine Ski Nova Scotia and Nordic Ski 
Nova Scotia with financial assistance 
from the Nova Scotia Department of 
Culture, Recreation and Fitness. A 
fully equipped van operated by two 
qualified staff people will be travelling 
throughout the province giving demon­ 
strat ions and talks to community groups, 
schools or participating in winter 
festivals and mall displays. 

The overall purpose of Wintercade 
is to encourage fndividuals of all ages 
and abilities to actively participate in 
the winter season. To accomplish this 
task, the. two staff members will be 
equipped with alpine ski equipment, 
cross country ski equipment, compasses 
for orienteering and other miscellaneous 
equipment for demonstrations as well as 
for a "hands on approach" to learning. 

This year's program will run for 
6 weeks with a starting date of January 
6,198l4. If you or your group would be 
interested in finding out how Wintercade 
can help with your leadership, contact: 

Ike Whi tehead, 
Mintercade Co-ordinator, 
P.O. Box 3010 South, 
Halifax, N.S. 
B3J 3G6. 
Telephone: 425-5450> 

/ Photo Contest 

If you are interested in the 
environment, doing sorething about those 
who spoi l it and are an amateur photo­ 
grapher, then this contest is for you. 
The Voluntary-Planning Land Resources 
'Coord i na ting Commit tee has announced 
the 2nd Annual Photo Contest. The sub­ 
ject is how.th® beauty of Nova 559tia I Is spel led by I il!t-<er. · Fiil'rst ptiize irs 
$200.00. Closing _date is ~q\lember 14th, 

1983. For contest rules, write Volun­ 
tary Planning, Anti-litter Photo Con­ 
test, P.O. Box 519, Halifax,N.s. 
B3J- 2R7. 
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•• A aritage vi faith 
large number of people gathered at' 
River Denys to celebrate a special 
anniversary. The Forbes United Church 
was celebrationg its 150th ann' and man f versary, y armer church numbers as well 
as three former ministers were t .he present 
a t especial church service a dinner 
held outside, and at an evening of 
reminiscing where Mrs. Anri MacIntosh 
had organized a_sl ide - tape present­ 
ation. Former minister, Rev. Robert 
Latimer was guest speaker, and Fr. John 
Angus Rankin of Glendale was invited to 
read the Scriptures in Gaelic, a lan­ 
guage that had once been the mother 
tongue of the original members of this 
church 150 years ago. This small white 
framed church in its rural setting is 
today the oldest surviving church build­ 
ing in the lnverness-Guysborough 
United Church presbytery. 

When we look at the history of 
the Protestant congregations in 
Inverness County, we are looking back 
at their Scottish Presbyterian roots. 
Many of the early Protesta~t congreg­ 
ations at that time were Presbyterian, 
since their original members were 
Highland Scots settlers. In the early arrived from Scotland at the Strait of Towards the end of the last century, it 
1800's, the Malagawatch-River Denys Canso. He was ordained and inducted was usual for one sermon to be given 
area of Inverness County was settled that year as minister for the Strait in Gaelic followed immediately by one 
by people from the Hebrides, in part- Area, River Inhabitants and River Denys. in English both of which the congreg- 
icular, the islands of Mull, Col I, and This was his first and only' charge. at ion would patiently sit through. 
Tiree. Malagawatch itself is said to Shortly after his arrival, the congreg- Rev. Forbes served the River 
be one of the oldest Presbyterian ation at River Denys, which had grown Denys-llalagawatch district for nearly 
communities in Cape Breton (St. Ann's during the previous decade, decided a 30 years and retired in 1881. These 
being the oldest), and River Denys new church was needed. In 1854, a two congregations became officially one 
followed soon after. For a period of larger church was constructed and was charge at this time. In the 18807 
two years in the 1820's, Rev. Donald called after their beloved Scottish- 'and '90's, under the\leadership' of 
MacDonald of Scotland ministered to born minister. ' Rev. Angus MacMillan, a native of St. 
scattered settlers along the shores of The 1850's was an inspiring time forAnn's, and the Forbes Church's first 
Loch Bras d'Or, but he left the area to the Presbyterian church in Cape B~eton. •Cape Breton-born minister, the con- 
go to Prince Edward Island where he Many fervent preachers went about the gregation, had grown to very sizable 
worked as an evangelist and established countryside and new churches were being proportions. At this time, it was 
a group there since known as the built. In 1853, in nearby Whycocomagh, common to see as many as 300 worshippers 
"Mac Dona Id i tes.'' a large communion· service was he 1 d crowding the church and occupying 

In 1830, an official call' went out which 5,000 people attended for several. the sanctuary and balcony. During 
to find a minister for the people of days. These 'long communions! were Rev. MacMillan's pastorate, the 
River Denys and Malagawatch .. In 1832, part of the ritual of the Presbyterian first accurate church records began 
Rev. Dougald MacKichan arrived from church at that time and were always held to be kept and the first group of 
Scotland to minister to the people at outdoors in the summertime because there Elders was ordained. This minister was 
the Strait of Canso and at River were no churches large enough to accom- followed by· Rev. John Rose Sr. of 
Inhabitants and also· answered the call odate that many people. The populat.ion Scotland in 1896 during whose pastorate 
of the people at River Denys and at was rapidly swelling, and although· the Women's Missionary Society, (a fore- 
Malagawatch. In 1833, the River Denys the Influx of Scottish emigrants had ruriner .of the United Church Women) was 
congregation was officially formed and ended by this time, prosperity during established which helped raise money 
a church was started, that was finish- this period allowed the hard working. for the church at home and missions 
ed the following year. Rev. MacKichan pioneers a little more time for attend- abroad. Lisa Kennedy, 101 years of age, 
·travel led the few trails, through the ing to religions needs. It was during is the oldest living member of those 
woods, that existed preaching in · this period that precenting the psalms early days of ~he w.1M.S! and l"ike many 
Gaelic and English to his far-flung was'very popular. After the Reform- other stalwart women, she would have 
congregations for eight years before at ion only· a very simple form of war- attended numerous meetings at scattered < 
returning to Barney's _River on the. ship was allowed in the Presbyterian farmhouses to which some women would 
ma in l and and 1 ater to Scotland'. The churches, so musi ca I accompaniment was have walked 9 or 10 miles. . 
church building that stood at _River abandoned.· ·In the early d-ays when. ·' In 1911, another native Cape 
Denys, during his pastorate stood four books were few and readers even fewer, . Bretoner, Rev. J.A. Maclellan served 
or five hundred yards west of the a leader. or precentor would intone a the Forbes church, and during his time' 
present building and would have been line of the psalms (in Gaelic) and the there,the Manse which tia·d always_been 
a small, simple church that served congregation would repeat it in a sort at Malagawatch was moved to Orangedale 
.the needs of a small congr_egatron. of.chant or sometimes to the air of a a rapidly growing .community. The ' 

During the 1840's, these congreg- traditional song. The precentor's boundaries of his charge were enlarged 
ations must have gone without a reg- pb$..ition in the church was second only to include Marble Mount?ain, aj,d also 

· · · •· d d to the minister's pulpit, and until the during this time, the.first choir was. 
ular minister, for no one is recorde€ end of the 19th century, precenting the- fo ed ° 7# •. h • . •n the peri•od •. .It.must . 1 i G 1• h. h , • l orme at tRiver Denys.· Also,. in 1916 
in the area l_ %+ d +l of courage Psalms, in Jaelic at churct service was the.Forbes Mission Band was established 
have required a great 1ea! ,f the' still commonly done. Sermons were on early youth group in the church. '° 
and perserverance on the P?';% those usually preached -in Gaelic.in the early.·-.The.1920's was a period of great. % 
people 'to keep up their 'al' ''4,-5, years and often' in English as well. ' ·-% ".. ,7 » <3 1852.Rev, William G. Forbes '75.. .- 7.- 7 7 +337>continued.p.6 ·­ ; years, In a3-%- 'es ' " ·' ".. · • <y'' . ..%77 "" ff% 5,3 ±' 


