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WINTER-ACTIVE: 
RECREATION FOR EVERYONE 
During the upcoming winter months the Inverness 
County Recreation/Tourism Department will be 
assisting communities in offering "Winter Active" 
activities - giving County residents a chance to 
participate in indoor and outdoor recreational 
events. The main idea is to encourage individuals 
and entire families to participate, to be physically 
active and have fun at the same time! Last year for 
example, a Survivor Night was held to raise money 
for Port Hood Minor Hockey. Teams registered 
and spent an evening doing some very interesting 
but fun activities performed in relays. Minor Hockey 
was not the only winner-- the 100 + people involved 
were "physically active" all evening and had a good 
time doing it! Families and businesses in 
Whycocornagh got into the spirit of things and held 
winter carnival activities where all ages could 
participate. The Jaws of Life Coalition benefited 
from the various fundraising opportunities held in 
conjunction with this activity. 
Under the "Winter Active Program" the Inverness 
County Recreation/Tourism Dept is offering 
assistance to communities who work together to 
coordinate these events. For more information on 
how to get involved, give the Recreation office a call 
at 787-3507. 

THANK YOU! 
Thank you! to all Inverness County groups and 
organizations who responded and sent in their 
information for the annual Winter/Spring brochure. 
We wish you great success with your fund-raisers! 
The 2003 Winter/Spring events brochure will be 
distributed early in the new year to mailboxes 
throughout the County. Upcoming events include 
suppers, dances, card games, bingo, ceilidhs, arena 
contacts, outdoor events, and high school hockey 
schedules. Everyone is encouraged to get up, get out 
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ANCESTORS UNLIMITED 

HELPING TO FIND YOUR 

INVERNESS COUNTY ROOTS 

By Dr. Jim St. Clair 

Hawley Notes: 
Researchers are still gathering information about 

the descendants of Matthew Hawley, who came to 
Nova Scotia as a Loyalist settler. Canting first to 
Guysborough, he moved on to Port Hood and then 
to Mabou in the 1786 to 1806 period. He was 
probably an owner of a trading vessel, as he is often 
called "Captain" Matthew Hawley. According to 
"The Hawley Record" and the 1813 militia list, 
Matthew Hawley was born in Connecticut in 1751. 
The ancestry of Captain Matthew is found in 
material printed by me Hawley Family Association 
and in "The Hawley Record." Born in Fairfield 
County, Connecticut, he was the son of Obediah 
Hawley (1708-1757) and Sarah (whose last name 
has yet to be determined) of Stratford, Connecticut. 
His grandfather was Samuel Hawley of Derby, 
Connecticut (1674-1754, as per vital records). 
Samuel's wife was Bethia Booth who lived from 

1680 to 1780. The great-grandfather of Mattl,ew 
Hawley of Inverness County was Samuel Hawley 
of Stratford, Connecticut, whose wife was Mary 
Thompson. 
The immigrant to North America, the great-great 

grandfatl1er of the early resident of Port Hood and 
Mabou, was Joseph Hawley, born it would appear. 
in Parwidge, Derbyshire, England, early in the 
1600s. His dead, occurred in Stratford. Connecticut 
on 20 May 1690. (Some somces give the name 
Katherine Birdseye as his wife, but no proof seems 
to exist, to verify this information as fact). In his 
will, he left land and a dwelling in Parwidge, Derby­ 
shire, England, to his oldest son, Samuel. In this 
same will he also names his wife Katherine and 
sons Samuel, Ephraim and John, as well as several 
grandchildren. 
Much material concerning the life of Joseph 

Hawley exists, as the immigmnt took part in the 
development of southern Connecticut as a major 
land owner, town treasurer for Stratford and repre 
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Alexander Livingstone 
sentative to me General assembly of the Colony of 
Connecticut. 
The Hawley Family whose name is probably 

detived from the Anglo Saxon word "haw" or 
hedge and "ley" - a field or meadow. The end, as is 
true of many others (Brooks, Rivers. Marsh, etc.) 
describes where a family lived. People of this name 
lived in Derbyshire from the 13th century on. A 
name similar co this appears on the rolls of me 
Battle Abbey recording soldiers of the Norman 
Conquest of 1066. 
The Hawley Family has many descendants in 

Inverness County, Ingonish and the Sydney area as 
well as across the continent. It is hoped that a 
publication of the family will be issued within a 
few years. Continues next page...Ancestors 
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Continues next page.../Ancestors 

Source Material: For people researching families 
living at the entrance to the Strait or Gut of Canso, 
the following inhabitants are listed on the 1818 
Census as living "on south end of the Gut of 
Canso": 
Samuel McCarter age 60, on Cape Breton for 20 
years, born in Scotland; Fenly Mcleod age 47, in 
Cape Breton 1 year, born in Scotland; Fenly 
McLiattern age 47, in Cape Breton 7 yrs, born in 
Scotland; Alexr. Mcleod age 26, in Cape Breton 1 
year, born in Scotland; Davide (sic) McPherson age 
27, on Cape Breton 24 yrs, born in Scotland; Samuel 
Oliver age 48, on Cape Breton 30 yrs born 
"America" of parents born in Scotland; Andrew 
Mcleod, age 23, on Cape Breton 1 yr, born in 
Scotland; Richardt (sic) Stab (CK WITH JIM) 18, in 
Cape Breton 6 months, born in England; Larance 
Foristel, age 60, on Cape Breton 18 yrs, born in 

Picture ca.1895. Donald Charles MacDonald, son of Angus & 
Alexis (MacDonald) MacDonald of Skye Mountain. Donald Charles 
was born ca. 1872. He lived in Boston and points west as a young 
man and then again as an older person. 
The Participaper 

Alexis (MacDonald) MacDonald of Skye Mountain 

Ireland; John Labbin, age 70, on Cape Breton 11 yrs, 
born in Ireland; Michael Dudie, age 60, in Cape 
Breton 12 yrs, born in Ireland;John Obrine, age 49, 
in Cape Breton 6 yrs, born in Ireland; John Studart, 
age 69, in Cape Breton 19 yrs, born in America of 
parents born in Ireland; Collen McEachran, age 31, 
in Cape Breton 4 yrs, born in Scotland; Thomas 
Stabton, age 60, in Cape Breton 17 yrs, born in 
Ireland. Land records on file at Arichat and Sydney 
as weJI as at the Public Archives will reveal more 
about some of these people. 
Publications: The recent months have been a 
particularly fertile time for publications. The follow­ 
ing are of particular note for Inverness County 
researchers: I. EoghanDubh:APioneer'sFamily, A 
Genealogical Tracing of the Descendants of Hugh and Mary 
MacEachen, Pioneer Settlers of Mabou, written and 
compiled by Stanley N. Beaton, and available by mail 
from Stanley Beaton, Box 2, RR 2, 10740 Highway 

Continues next page...Ancestors 
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Conti mud from previous pag, .. .Ancestors 
19, Mabou, Nova Scotia, BOE 1XO. This hard 
bound book, printed by Casket Printing and Publish­ 
ing Co., Ltd., Antigonish, is certainly one of the 
finest family histories published in Nova Scotia. 
With an every name index, it is useful to researchers 
rooking for people of many surnames. The sources 
of most of the material are well presented with 
appropriate notation and endnotes. Maps, biographi­ 
cal material for many of the entries, and historical 
background bring this work t® a high standard. This 
is a book which belongs in all school libraries as well 
as in the collections of Inverness County and Cape 
Breton enthusiasts for the amount of information 
contained therein. For those planning publications in 
the future, the format and style and use of photo­ 
graphs and the index are a model to be followed. 
2. Cu.irisBuan: A Genealogical History of Glendale and 
Neighbouring Communities, by The Glendale Gaelic and 
Historical Society, is available from the Society. Send 
requests to c/o Dorothy Portie, RR 1, West Bay 
Road, Glendale, Nova Scotia, BOE 3LO. The cost 
of the book is $50. The title, "Cuir is Buan", is a 
Gaelic phrase meaning "What you sow, you reap". 
Credit for the design and typesetting is given to 
Marina (Blue) Maclntyre. Within the pages of this 
book are genealogical accounts of nearly eighty 
families of the Glendale area, some of them long 
settled in the area and others arrived more recently. 
In addition to family histoties, considerable material 
puts the families in a cultural and historical context. 
Much attention is given Gaelic stories with transla­ 
tions provided. The photographs are a fine addition 
and well identified. The book is clearly a very useful 
and insightful addition to the growing number of 
works about Inverness County and belongs in school 
libraries as well as in personal collections. The print 
is clear and me pages well spaced. lt is to be hoped 1 

tl1at in the future an "every name" index will be 
prepared to make the work even more useful to 
people researching families as well as background 
history. 
3. Domesday Descendants: A rosopography of Persons, 
Occurring in English Documents, 1066-1166, compiled by 
K.S.B. Keats-Rohan, published by The Boydell Press., 
2002, available from Boydell and Brester, Box 41026, 
Rochester, New York for $200.00. This work is a 
monumental compilation of names of 10.000 people 
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found in records compiled in 1086 at me direction 
of William the Conqueror. For people researching 
ancestors from this period, this book is of immense 
value as it contains data not available elsewhere and 
is taken from thousands of pages of documents. 
4. Genealogical Library- Master Catalogue. Three CD­ 
Roms containing listings of over 300,000 family 
histories, local histories and genealealogical sources 
taken from listings in major libraries, these CDs are 
available for $99.95 (set oft:b.ree) from One library. 
com, Dept. X., RR 2, Box 169, Glyndon, Miflne­ 
sota, USA, 56547. 
5. 1Maggie's Diary of a Boston Ceilidh, 1891. This is a 
well-researched and documented publication by 
Alexander Smith of =205 - 5524 Heatherwood 
Court. Halifax, Nova Scotia. B3L 1X9. This is me 
diary of Margaret Mac Keen of Hillsborough as she 
journeyed by various modes of transportation 
through Nova Scotia and Maine to Boston in 1891. 
Mr. Smith has provided as much identification of 
the people mentioned in the diary as possible, along 
with maps and photographs. A very useful insight 
into life 110 years ago. Write to Mr Smith for cost 
of publication or any other information on his 
book. 
6. A Topographical Dictionary of England by Samuel 
Lewis. This is a reprint of an 1831 work by Lewis. 
This listing includes every county, borough, parish, 
township. village and hamlet in England, as well as 
historical sketches and legends. A book of great 
value to researchers looking for data about the 
homes of English ancestors, it is available for 
$150.00 plus postage (U.S. funds) from Genealogi­ 
cal Publishing Co .. 1001 N. Calvert St., Baltimore, 
Maryland. USA, 21202-3897. 

Continues next page...Ancestors 
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Continued from previous page ... Ancestors 
Services and Organizations: As many museums 
and cultural organizations develop archives, the 
membership in the Council of Nova Scotia Ar­ 
chives (which includes a valuable biannual publica­ 
tion) is essential. The Council now has over 100 
members and is a organization which provides 
much networking. Address: Council of Nova 
Scotia Archives, 6016 University Avenue, Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, B3H 1W4. The cost of membership 
is $50 for and institution or $35 for an individual. 
Researchers into Scottish Ancestry may be inter­ 

ested in Visit.Scotland(sic)'s genealogical website ­ 
www.ancestralscotland.com. The intent of the 
website is to help people pinpoint the location of 
parish records and direct them to other websites 
which may assist in genealogical searching. 
QUERY: Who knows about a MacDonald Family 
which moved in the mid-1800's from Judique to 
Harbour Boucher? fi 

THE MACDONALD FAMILY OF SKYE MOUNTAIN - EARLY 1900'S 

The Canadian Heritage Information 
Network (CHIN) and Canadian 
museums work together to strengthen 
our collective ability to create, present 
and manage Canadian online 
content. This collaboration has 
resulted in CHIN's internationally 
valued Web site for heritage profession­ 
als, and the highly successful VMC 
portal at http:// 
www.virtualmuseum.ca. 
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WHO 
ARE 
THEY ? 

John Hart sent in this photo 
of the Margaree Valley Baptist 
Church under const1uction. 
He states that the date the 
picture was taken was 1903 and 
that the minister pictured 
(fourth from the right) is 
believed to be Rev. A.E. 
Ingraham. 
John's brother, Jeffrey, (the historian of the family) is hoping that one of our readers might have some 

information that can help identify the other men in the picture. Jeffrey Hart can be reached at: 902-248-2937 
or email at: ireland@ns.sympatico.ca 

Many thanks to Edmond Burns for the information he provided re 
the above photo which appeared on page 7 of the Aug/Sep/Oct 2002 
issue of the Participaper. Mr Burns advises that Emilien Chiasson and 
Catherine Aucoin were married January 14, 1908 in SaintJoseph du 
Moine. Edmond is a knowledgeable and well respected authority on 
the genealogy and history of the Acadian region of Inverness County 
who volunteers many hour of his time at the genealogy centre located 
at the Trois Pignons in Cheticamp. 

Many thanks also to Tommy Amedee a Lazare a Amedee) Aucoin, 
of Halifax and La Prairie who called to tell us that this was a picture of 
his uncle's wedding. Tommy's mother is seated second from the left. 

In the Jun/Jul issue we had shown a copy ob hand drawn map, 
purportedly showing Cheticamp harbour in 1790. Rod MacDonald 
of Plateau, Cheticamp, called to say that he did not believe this map to 
be accurate inasmuch as there would have been no harbour access at 
that time clue to a sandbar, which would still exist if the harbour were 
not dredged occassionally. 
The P«rticipaper 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 

THE PARTICIPAPER ACCEPTS 

UNSOLICITED ARTICLES , PHOTO­ 

GRAPHS AND ITEMS DEEMED TO 

BE OF INTEREST TO INVERNESS 
COUNTY RESIDENTS. ALL WILL 

BE CONSIDERED FOR PUBLICA­ 

Tox. Coyr±acr fie Biro Ar 
®02» 22441759 ®6w 
INFORMATIO 1 ~ 
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