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@ KIDSPoRT"" So ALL Krs CAN PLAY .•. 
ASSISTANCE FOR FAMILIES: 
One-third of Canadian parents with 
children under the age of 18 have 
been unable to register their children 
in organized spores due to lack of 

funds. KidSpor'' Nova Scotia will provide funding 
of up to $300/per year/per child for sport registration 
and/or equipment. The next deadline to submit an 
application for the upcoming season is 1 January, 
2010. For information contact the Inverness County 
Recreation Department. See details on page 6. 

FREE ADULT UPGRADING AND TUTORING AVAILABLE: 
Inverness County Literacy Council, under the direction 
of the Recreation/Tourism Department, is available to 
help adults with upgrading classes or one-on-one 
tutoring. For more information call: 
1-877-258-5550. 
CALL YOUR LOCAL. PROGRAMMER TODAY WITH YOUR 
SUGGESTIONS FOR NEW COURSES AND PROGRAMS! 
Registration for our spring session is in February. For 
more information contact Anna Lee MacEachern at l­ 
(902) 787--3508. 

INVERNESS COUNTY ON THE Move ••• 

GETTING WINTER- ACTIVE! 

The Recreation/Tourism Department is once again 
gearing up its annual Winter Active Campaign. Do 
you have some ideas on how to get your neighbour­ 
hood or community involved in some good old 
fashioned fun? Looking for ideas to keep your family 
active chis· winter? We'd like to hear from you! The 
campaign offers assistance to community organizations 
willing to organize indoor and outdoor recreational 
activities or events up to the end of April. Events must 
be open to the public and promote physical activity 
and of course involve lots of fun! 
For more information on how to get involved give 
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THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE PARTICIPAPER 
IS THE SPRING PROGRAMMING ISSUE. IT WILL BE DELIVERED 

TO RESIDENTS EARLY- FEBRUARY 20 10. 

DEADLINE DATE FOR SUBMISSIONS IS JANUARY 15, 2010 

I 
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to the Recreation/Tourism office by email: 
recreation@invernesscounty.ca 

or by ttf,pho,u: (902) 787-2274. 
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This publication is produced as a service for the residents 

of Inverness County. Others may subscribe at the 
following rates (postage included): $10.00/yr ir Canada 

or the US. Send subscription request, 
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Recreation and Tourism Department 

375 Main Street, PO Box 179, Municipal Building 
Port Hood, NS, BOE 2WO 
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Copyright 9 2009 

The contents of this publication are protected 
by copyright and may be used only far 

personal non-commercial or educational purposes. 
All other rights are reserved. 
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Contributions of information, articles, photos 
or artwork are welcome. However, we reserve 

the right to edit, or reject outright, items deemed 
to be unsuitable for prim in chis publication. 

The Participaper is in its thirtieth year of publication 
and is distributed free of charge, as a service to residents 

of the Municipality of Inverness County. Non-commercial 
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While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of 

information that appears In this publication. neither the 
publisher. editor nor staff can accept any responsibility 

for errors or omissions contained therein. 
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ANCESTORS UNLIMITED 
HELPING TO FIND YOUR 

INVERNESS COUNTY ROOTS 

I. PRIMARY SOURCE MATERIAL 
The land grant records of the Province of Nova 

Scotia are very useful sources of information as well 
as interesting insights into changes of spelling and 
documentation. 

Many of the early petitions for land (but not all) 
may be found under Nova 
Scotia petitions 1769 and Cape 
Breton Island petitions 1787­ 
1843 at the Nova Scotia 
Archives website: http:// 
www.gov.ns.ca/nsarm/virtual/ 
land/default.asp. 
The following are of interest in identifying 
individuals, their place of birch, their ages (in 
some cases) and also the way certain Acadian 
names were spelled (or misspelled). These are all 
for lands in the area to which the names Belle 
Core, Terre Noire, Grand Etang and Sc. Joseph du 
Moine refer today. But those names were 
apparently not in use north or east of the Margaree 
River during the early period: 'P 

1. 1820- John Jessong (sic) petitioned Governor 
Ainslie of Cape Breton Island stating chat he was 
born in Prince Edward Island and removed from 
there with his parents to Cheticamp and is now a 
resident of Margarie (sic). In his request he stared 
that he was married and had eleven children. He 
asked for a lot on the eastern side of the Margarie 
River. The petition was granted and the lot ~ 
apparently that land in present day Terre Noire 
through which a small river flows. 
2. 1812- Simon Doucette (Ducet) requested of 
Governor Nepean a lot of land north of that 
occupied by Francis Cormier. He scared chat he 
has been a resident of the piece of land for six 
years. He was granted 254 acres on the 
shore of the entrance to Big Pond. 

3. 1815 - Yourbain (sic) Cormier stated char he is 
a native of Cheticamp and requested a lot on the 
East Side of Margarie (sic) River. Request was 
recommended by the Governor of Cape Breton. 

4. 1826 - Joseph White (name as listed although 
likely to have been LeBlanc) scared chat he is 
twenty-one years old and a native of Cape Breton. 
He petitioned for a lot six miles north-ease of 
Cheticamp formerly assigned to the lace John 
Cormier. His request was approved. 

5. 1803 - Henry Gilbert 
requests of Governor Despard a 
lot of land on the north side of 
the Margaree, adjoining char of 
Joseph Ryan. He states he is an 
immigrant from the Isle of 

Jersey and has a wife and four children. He was 
granted title. 
6. 1816 - In his petition, Peter Lorrain states char 
he is 23 years-old and a native of Cape Breton. He 
asks for tide of lot 12 on the eastern side of 
Margarie, land that was formerly occupied by his 
father. Grant was recommended. 
7. 1810- William White (name as listed although 
likely co have been LeBlanc) and others requested 
of Governor Nepean a coral of 3400 acres of land 
{lots 5-11) on the eastern side of the Margaree or 
Salmon River and the islands marked B, C, and D 
on map. Petitioners are persons who had votes of 
Council and warrants of survey, previous to the 
additional instructions restraining the grants of 

I:> " 
land. The petitioners now ask that their claims be 
considered. Grantees are William White, Elliar or 
Hilaire White, Lowry (or Honore) Michel, Pierre 
Ursunnou (whose name was most likely Arsenault), 
Son&on Burke, John White and Charles Gallong I:> 

( or Gallant). 

"You live as long as you are 
remembered. " - Russian Proverb 

8. 1811 - Simon Gallant, age 21, native of Prince 
Edward Island, came with his parents to Cape 
Breton when he was very young. He asks for a lot 
of 200 acres that is a mile and one-half east of 
Margaree River. Plan was issued. 

9. 1816 - Charles Galland (Gallant) Senior, states 
that he was born in Prince Edward Island, and in 
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North America where her 
father, a former half-pay 
officer in the militia, was 
granted land for his 
service. Bue their ship 
foundered on the shore of 
Newfoundland. The 
family serried first near the 
Southwest Mabou Bridge 
and then on Isle Madame 
where they operated a 
ferry between Grand 

e- gig.®@ 

" Dique and Descousse. 
'---.---u /gfy [Qf[[e] [,2fD€[' 
E. Margaree viewed from the Cabot Trail. Smith, son of Lewis Smith and 

grandson of David and Rebecca (Lombard­ 
sometimes written Lambert) Smith, of Cape Cod 
and Port Hood Island. She records the names of 
people who came and went from their farm home 
in Smithville and also the daily activities of 
members of the household. She lived a long and 
active life. Her death occurred in 1882 several 
years after husband died. She was 70 years old. 
Her diary provides insight into the life of a rural 

family in Inverness Counry in the late 1800s. For 
example: "MARCH 9, 1891- A most beautifull 
(sic) morning. The trees are all like white feathers 
and the sky a lovely blue. Lewis {her son) got a 
load of wood and then rook the black horse and 
went ro Port Hood. The three children (her 
grandchildren in her house) went to school. Bella 
nor very well and stayed home with me. She and 
Flora bussy (sic) with housework. I knitted. We 
had no water to wash. After school the reacher 
went co the boys place (next door where her grown 
up sons lived) and a little while later the children 
got home. Uncle Joseph, Alice and Sarah came. 
We were very much pleased to see them and Lewis 
got home. He got a lot of fish. Uncle Joseph had 
a bad cold and toothache. FRIDAY, JULY 17TH=­ 
Another warm day. Lewis and G. P. {George 
Powell, a hired man) finished hoeing potatoes and 
weeding turnips for chis rime and then they 
helped me weed and hoe my garden and trim up 
the onions. Peas and beans in blossom. Sarah 
ironed all the clothes. Flora did up the scrubbing 

1789 removed with his family to Cape Breton. 
He, with six others, received a joint grant at the 
east side of Margaree. Here he has cleared 
upwards of fifty acres and has built a grist mill. 
He asks for 400 acres of adjoining land - as is 
allowed for the encouragement of mill-owners. He 
has eleven children, six of whom live with him. 
The petition was recommended by the Governor. 
(This land appears to be next to the lot granted 
to Michael Byrne on one side and to john Chaisson on 
the other. There is a small river and several brooks on 
the land - Question: Does anyone know if there are 
any signs of the grist mill lefi in the area?) 

l 0. 1818 - Simon Doucette Junior, scares he is a 
native of Cape Breton and requests a lot between 
Margarie and Cheticamp - lot 7 of 200 acres is 
granted. Lor is located "between Marguarice River 
and Friar's Head." 

II. DIARIES AND DAY BOOKS are very useful sources 
for genealogical and historical information. Ir is 
important they be preserved and identified in local 
archives. For instance, about one year remains of 
the diary of Mary Wood Smith of Smithville, 
Inverness Counry. The original is now at the 
Beacon Institute where it may be consulted. 
Copies may be also be found locally at The Bridge 
(An Drochaid) in Mabou and at Highland Village 
in Iona and ocher locations. 
Mary Wood was born in 1812 in rhe small town 

of Ripton in Yorkshire, England, into a family 
long settled there. In 1818, the family set out for 
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for Saturday. I'm making a new print skirt for 
Flora. We expect George home chis evening. I 
wish he would come soon. I want to hear of Annie. 
Bella and Berrie at school. Echel nor well and 
Maggie (grand children) had a sore roe and could 
not go. SUNDAY JULY 19TH - A nice fine day. Did 
not see anyone but our own folks all day. I read a 
good sermon and got chrough the New Testament 
which commenced on New Year's Day, besides 
reading wich the family as far into Revelations and 
I have read a good deal of the Old Testament coo." 
And so life went on at a hillside farm in Smithville 
in 1891, in the life of an elderly but active woman. 

III. SCHOOL RECORDS - the Public Archives of Nova 
Scotia (PANS) in Halifax contains many historic 
listings of schools, the pupils in attendance, and 
the appointments of teachers. The names 
of very early teachers of Inverness 
County and the places where 
they caught can be found here. 
Among chem are recorded: 1834: 
Pore Hood - Hugh McPhee; 
Mabou (most likely to have been 
Mabou Hbr) - John McLean; 
Southeast Mabou (now Hillsborough) - Richard 
Austin; Southwest Mabou - John Mclnnes; Sight 
Point - Donald McKinnon; Lake Ainslie - Donald 
McKinnon (probably not the same as previous 
McKinnon); Whycocomagh - Allan McDonald (a 
native of North Uist); (second term) Whycocomagh 
- James Edward McDonald (son of Allan, who 
taught the first term). 
1836: Port Hood - William Ayre (who taught at 
many places in the County); Southeast Mabou - 
Donald O'Connor and William Chisholm; 
Whycocomagh - Hugh McMillan and James 
Edward McDonald. 

IV. THE FIRST MINUTES OF THE SCHOOL COMMISSIONS 
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF CAPE BRETON (i.e. 
Inverness County) in 1826 survive. The 
commissioners were: John L. Tremain, Wm. 
McKeen, Esq., William Watts, Esq., Rev. Simon 
Lawlor. (Watts and McKeen were "Esquires" as 
they were Justices of the Peace. Tremain was a 
lawyer with office in Port Hood. Lawlor was the 
Roman Catholic priest stationed in Broad Cove.) 
The minutes also note that John Murray was 
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"unanimously appointed clerk" - Murray was a 
recent immigrant from Newfoundland, and lacer 
came to be a merchant. The first meeting 
established the location of eighteen school 
districts from Ship Harbour (Pore Hawkesbury) to 
the Margarees. 
V, PRIMARY SOURCES - BAPTISMAL RECORDS OF 
REVEREND JOHN MACLENNAN OF PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH IN BELFAST, PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND. 
Reverend Maclennan visited Cape Breton twice 
in the late 1820s and performed many baptisms 
in Inverness, Richmond and Victoria Counties - 
records not available in any ocher places. 
Maclennan included the birth dace of each 
person baptised and che birch name of the 
mother. The records may be found gathered in a 

publication tided, Records of 
Reverend john Maclennan. Or 
contact the compiler of chis 
column. Following are several 
examples of his records, which will 
be useful to family historians: 
Gue of Canso - David Buck, born 
5 December 1826, son of William 

Buck and Grace Bread; Donald Laidlaw, born 6 
September 1829, son of Ewan Cameron and 
Christy Laidlaw; Allan Cameron, born 24 
December 1826, son of John Campbell and Flora 
McLean; Jedediah John Clough, born 6 January 
1826, son of Nachaniel Clough and Macy Town; 
Mary McDonald, born 15 May 1829, daughter 
of Hector McDonald and Isabel McLean. 

VI. PUBLICATIONS 
The Road to Englishtown, An Rathad Gu Baile Nan 
Gall, Historical and Genealogical Sketches, 
Englishtown, Victoria County, Cape Breton, Editor, 
Bonnie Thornhill of North Gue and Baddeck, 
published by City Printers, Sydney, 2009. The 
book is copyright by St. Ann's-Baddeck- Waipu 
Twinning Society. The account of the families 
from South Haven to Englishtown is well 
documented and includes many anecdotes and 
pictures. le is available from the C@p Site at the 
Gaelic College, Sr. Ann's and at the Reynolds 
Book Store on Charlotte Street, Sydney. The 
many connections of the families in chat area to 
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those in other pans of Cape Breton, in New Zealand and across 1 

North America, are well presented. This would be a fine 
addition to the library of anyone interested in the history of 
Cape Breton families and the development of communities 
from pioneering times to the present day. !
EDMOND BURNS, 1927 - 2009 
The Inverness Counry network of responsive and meticulous 

researchers into the intricacies of family histories, has been 
weakened by the death of Edmond Burns. His willingness to 
share his findings, and his accuracy in confirming his sources, 
were gifts to the communiry of Inverness Counry and to many 
places beyond, such as the Acadians of the diaspora. In ; ' 
addition to the results of his many years of research, now wat l 
deposited at the genealogical centre at Les Trois Pignons, Ed dB, '7 ,, c. , g mom urns in the aene@logy} entre 
Edmond leaves us a legacy of determination to do our own in Cheticarnp in 2008. 
"roots work" with the same accuracy and determination he exhibited. We will all miss his friendly 
handshake and his good cheer. -------------------- Jim St. Clair 

l 

Cheticamp and the surrounding communiry has lost, not only a friend, but a font of information about 
our past and our connections to it. Edmond J. Burns passed away November 1st at the age of 82. He 
will be missed, not only for his kind and gentle character, but his selfless dedication and many 
contributions to the communiry as well as its genealogical resources. His work in documenting the 
genealogy of this area is a lasting legacy that will benefit future generations. Our condolences go out to 
his wife and family and his many friends. ------------- Marie Aucoin 

Beware of First Aid Kit Sales Pressure 
The Department of Labour and Workforce Development is advising business owners not to fall for 

telephone sales pitches for high-priced first aid kits. "The type of first aid kit required in a workplace 
depends on the number of employees on the job at the same time," said Occupational Health and 
Safety director Jim LeBlanc. "Depending on the type of kit, costs range from about $20 to $100. 
Several NS companies have called the Labour department after receiving sales pitches for kits 

costing about $300. "We have a chart on our website to help business owners comply with the 
Occupational Health and Safety Act regulations and to avoid spending too much doing so," said Mr. 
LeBlanc. The chart is available at www.gov.ns.ca/lwd/safety.asp 

Kid Sport is a national children's charitable program that helps kids 
in need overcome the barriers preventing or limiting their participation in 
organized sport. 
KidSport™ Nova Scotia provides funding of up to $300/year/child for 
sport registration and/or equipment. Application deadline are now every 
2 months .... January I, March I, May 1, July I, September I and 
November I. Contact the Municipal Recreation/Tourism office to find 
out how to apply: 

~ 

\Ki/fper 
So ALL Kids Can Play! 

Call (902) 787-3507/08 for more details 
or visit: http://www.sportnovascotia.ca/kidsport 
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