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DIRECTOR’S DESK
THE INVERNESS COUNTY RECREATION, TOURISM, CULTURE AND
CoMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICE REPORT
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INVERNESS COUNTY ON THE MOVE. ..
GETTING WINTER-ACTIVE!
Do you have some ideas on how to get
your neighbourhood or community involved
in some good old fashioned winter fun? Looking for
ideas to keep your family active this winter? We'd like
to hear from you! The Recreation/Tourism
Department is once again gearing up for its annual
Winter-Active Campaign. The campaign offers
assistance to community organizations willing to
organize indoor and outdoor recreational activities or
events right up until the end of April. Events must be
open to the public and promote physical activity and,
of course, fun! See page 11 for some ideas to get you
started. For more information on how to get involved
or to share your ideas, give staff at the Recreation/
Tourism office at call at 787-2274, 3506 or 3508.

JUMPSTART AND KIDSPORT ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS!

The next deadline for applications for the upcoming
season is January 1, 2009. See page 28 for more
information.

Cross COUNTRY Skis, SNOWSHOES AND

Norbzc WALKING PoLEs RENTAL PrRoGRAM:

The Recreation/Tourism Department provides a rental
service for cross-county ski and snowshoes. Various
sizes are available. Rental is on a “first come, first
served” basis. Rental fees for skis are $3/day or $5/
weekend (pick-up on Friday, return Monday). Nordic
Walking Poles and Snowshoes can be rented for $5/
week. A damage deposit is required for all equipment
at time of pick-up. Deposit will be returned when
equipment is returned in satisfactory condition. The
rentals are stored at the Municipal Building in Port
Hood. For more information call the Recreation
Department at 787-2274, 3506 or 3508.

Director’s Desk continues on page 31...

THE NEXT SCHEDULED ISSUE OF THE PARTICIPAPER
1S THE SPRING PROGRAMMING ISSUE.

THIS ISSUE WILL BE DELIVERED TO RESIDENTS
IN EARLY FEBRUARY 2009.
SUBMISSION DEADLINE DATE FOR INCLUSION IN THE
ISSUE IS JANUARY 10, 2009

The Participaper
Editor, Graphic Design, Layout and
Pre-print Production
Marie Aucoin
936 Chéticamp Back Road
PO Box 43, Chéticamp, NS, BOE 1HO
Phone: (902) 224-1759
email: m.aucoin@ns.sympatico.ca
(Subscription or administrative queries should be directed 1o
Marie Cameron by email: marie.cameron@invernesscounty.ca

or by telephone: (902)787-2274.)

The Participaper is published five times a year by the
Inverness County Department of Recreation and Tourism.
This publication is produced as a service for the residents

of Inverness County. Others may subscribe at the
following rates (postage included): $8.00/yr in Canada
or $9:00/yr in the US. Send subscription reques,
with payment, to the attention of:
Marie Cameron
Recreation and Tourism Department
375 Main Street, PO Box 179, Municipal Building
Port Hood, NS, BOE 2W0
Email: marie.cameron@invernesscounty.ca
Copyright © 2008
The contents of this publication are protected by copyright
and may be used only for
personal non-commercial or educational purposes.

All other rights are reserved and commercial use is prohibited.
To make any use of the material, you must first obtain
the permission of the owner of the copyright.

For more information, contact (902) 224-1759.
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Contributions of information, articles, photos or artwork
are welcome. However, we reserve the right to edit or reject
outright, items deemed to be unsuitable for print
in this publication.

The Participaper is in its twenty-ninth year of publication and
is distributed free of charge, as a service to residents of the
Municipality of Inverness County. Non-commercial
aduertising, especially from non-profit organizationsigroups, is
accepted for publication at no charge.

While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of
information that appears in this publication, neither the
publisher, editor nor staff can accept responsibility for

errors or omissions contained therein.

All photos in this publication by Marie Aucoin unless otherwise stated.
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ANCESTORS UNLIMITED
HELPING TO FIND YOUR
InvernEss County RooTs

L. Published material of interest to genealogy
enthusiasts and history buffs:

It has been an active period for works suitable for
consideration by Inverness County residents.

1. Archibald Family -No Reward Without Effort, Dr.
Allan Marble. A thousand page genealogy of great
merit - well documented and thoroughly
researched with many illustrations. Arranged in
standard New England Historic Genealogical
Society format, the thousand page work traces
hundreds of descendants of the immigrant
Archibalds from Northern Ireland. Many
references to people

develops the fictional life of a young Mi’kmaw
woman of the 17th century who comes to
understand the differences between her culture
and that of the incoming French and the conflicts
inherent in the many alterations in attitudes and
life styles.

5. Dance to the Piper, by Barry Shears, published
by Cape Breton University Press. This history of
the significance of the Gaelic-speaking pipers
many of whom settled in Eastern Nova Scotia after
emigration. A CD is included.

6. Fambair agus Dain

living in Inverness
County.

In addition to family
accounts, the work has
much anecdotal material
of interest to people who

time. - Thoreau

“The lives of great men all remind us we
can make our lives sublime and departing

leave behind us footprints on the sands of

Ghaidhlig Eile - Giant and
Other Gaelic Poems, by
Lewis MacKinnon -
contemporary poems in
Gaelic with English
translations, published by

wish to know more
about the social and economic history of Nova
Scotia. Available from the author in Halifax at

6366 South Street, B3H 1T9.

2. Rise Again, The Story of Cape Breton Island, by
Dr. Robert Morgan, Sydney, published by Breton
Books. The book has many insights into the early
years of the Colony of Cape Breton, the lives of the
First Nations People and the incoming
immigrants. With many illustrations, an excellent
index and useful identified sources, the history is
Vol 1 with a second volume to be published in the
spring of 2009.

3. Canaddas Black Watch, An Illustrated History of
the Regular Force Battalions 1951-1970, published
by Goose Lane. With hundreds of illustrations
and an excellent index, the book is of interest to
people interested in military history and those
related to the soldiers.

4. Cibou, Susan Young de Biagi, this is an
historical novel, published by Cape Breton
University Press. Well researched, the story
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Cape Breton University
Press.

7. For the Children, poems by the late Rita Joe
with woodcuts by Burland Murphy. Poems of
Mikmaw life with a particular appeal to young
people. Published by Breton Books.

8. Acadian Star, a novel by Héléne Boudreau
written for young people berween the ages of eight
and twelve. Published by Nimbus. A young
teenager of modern times is transported back to
the time of the deportation of her Acadian
ancestors.

9. Stories of Cape Breton, a three-CD set issued by
Storytellers of Canada Stories, mostly of Inverness
County, as told by Jim St. Clair.

All of the above (excepr the Archibald Genealogy)
are available through Breton Books, Wreck Cove,
and ar local outlets such as Vol One Bookstore in
Port Hawkesbury, The Bear Paw in Inverness, Cape
Breton Curiosity Shop in Sydney, Blue Heron in
Baddeck and other places.

Continued next page... ANCESTORs
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Continued from previous page...ANCESTORS

1I. Queries:
1. A hand drawn map of Cape Breton Island,

dated 1869 is now in the hands of a local

collector, On the map, it is stated that the map
was created by Samuel Frederick Kendall for a
lecture to be delivered in Bristol, England. The
location of every known church building on the
island is noted. Kendall appears on the 1881
Census of Cape Breton County as a minister of the
Pilgrim Brethren Congregation. Who knows more
about Kendall and the early congregation of this
name?

2. Who is researching the Clark(e) Family of
Guysborough and Inverness Counties? Widow
Bethany Clarke, appears on carly land records as
owner of a lot of land at Southwest Mabou. John
Clarke appears in an early land grant map for Port
Hood. On the Muster Roll of the Departments of
the Army and Navy, of people settled at
Guysborough in 1784, are Bethina Clarke
(possibly Bethany) and two children “under ten
years’- Abigail and Elizabeth Clarke.

3, A recent request from Allan MacDonald of
New Zealand seeks information about a family of
MacDonalds chat settled at the Head of the Bay,
Whycocomagh (Iron Mines). The first settler -
who arrived in the late 1820s - was Ronald George
MacDonald known as a MacDonald of Vallay
(Vallay being an island attached to North Uist,
Scotland.) His wife was Margaret MacKinnon,
daughter of Hugh, to whom the land was granted,
and then transferred to Ronald George and family
on the death of MacKinnon. Who knows more
about these two families? Allan MacDonald is said
to be the current head of the “Vallay
MacDonalds.”

III. Tidbits

1. A reminder that the 1901 and the 1911
censuses for the whole of Canada are available on
line at no cost - www.automatedgenealogy.com. A
group of dedicated volunteers, including some
from Inverness County, have transcribed the
original record for easy reading. It is also possible
as well to see the images of the original records
which include some items not on the abbreviated
transcriptions.  For instance, the 1901 census

Paged

provides information about the language(s) used
by individuals, the year an individual emigrated,
and the amount of money earned by the people
who were working. These two censuses are very
useful in tracing people who have moved to other
parts of Canada prior to 1901.

2. Harriet Cunningham Harts, History of the
County of Guyshorough, is a very useful source for
people searching for names of some early residents
of Inverness County who had previously lived in
Boylston or Guysborough. Families such as the
Larrabys of Port Hood and Mabou; the Proctors
and Welshes of River Inhabitants; the Foxes of Port
Hastings; the Martins of Mulgrave and Port
Hawkesbury; the Browns and Robert Brownley of
Mabou; the Horsford family who married into the
Hawley family of Port Hood and Mabou; James
Adams and Donald McLeod, later of Hillsborough
and Mabou; and the Hammonds and others of
nearby Richmond County.

3. Who has documents or pictures of vessels of the
Murray family of mariners and captains who sailed
out of Port Richmond and Port Hawkesbury?
Lewis Murray and Jeremiah Murray were noted
captains of the late 1800s and early 1900s.

4. In the gathering of biographical materials from
the early Cape Breton newspaper, as prepared by
Mildred Howard and published as Early Cape
Breton Newspapers, the following items are listed:
a. Katie V. McKenzie, Matheson, age 35 died on
the 16th of Feb. 1895 of Peritonitis. She was the
wife of Capt. Alexander McKenzie and lived at
South Side Whycocomagh.

b. Norman MacLeod, 22nd Chief of Clan
MacLeod died in Paris in January of 1895. Lived
his early life in Dunvegan Castle, Isle of Skye.
Administered for 36 years one of the great
Highland properties which will remain in
possession of the ancient highland family.

¢. Murdoch Cameron of Mabou was in Sydney in
November of 1894 “on business. During the past
season, he sold 315 head of cattle in the two towns
of North Sydney and Sydney.”

d. On the 24th of June 1893, the store of A.
Jamieson of Brook Village was destroyed by fire.
e. The marriage of Donald McKinnon of Portland,

Continued next page... ANCESTORS
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Maine and
Catherine McLean of
Cape Mabou took
place in Boston,
Massachusetts in
1893.

f. The marriage of
Victor McLean of
Margaree to Mary
McLean of Lake
Ainslie took place at
Port Hastings on the
1st of February
1893.
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IV. Source of use to
researchers:

The early Census
Rolls of Cape
Breton Island are available at no cost via
www.rootsweb.com/ The 1818 census is
particularly valuable as it identifies the place where
people are living, the age of the head of the
houschold, the number of years that person has
lived on Cape Breton (thus suggesting the year of
emigration), their country of birth, the homeland
of their parents, their occupation, their mariral
status and the number of their children. For
instance, John Wheaton is included in a list of
inhabitants:”at the North end of the Gut of Canso
between the returns made by Hugh Skinner and
Angus Grant, Esquires.” He is sixty years old, has
lived on Cape Breton for eight years, was born in
Nova Scotia of parents from England, is a farmer,
married with four children. His neighbours are his
son Joseph Wheaton, a fisherman; Marten Brien, a
labourer; John Dowling, a labourer; James Walsh,
a widower; Thomas Fitzpatrick, single; John Ferral,
a schoolmaster; Henry Breton, a shoemaker; John
McLean, a cooper; and Walter Walsh, a native of
Ireland and a labourer on the island for one year.

V. The Year 2009 could be a time of recollection
and celebration of the lives of the “British Home
Children” of the Middlemore Home in

Birmingham, England, if their descendants have

their way. There were many such young people
who came to Inverness County to live.
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Pictured here are some of the staff from the old lobster factory in Cheticamp. Do you
recognize any of them? Call or email the Editor (contact info on page 2.)

At a website dedicated to the Descendants of
British Home Children (BHC), the descendants
are being asked for their support. Here are
excerpts from the text of that request:

Descendants all across Canada. ... We need your
support more than ever.

With 2009 approaching fass, we must combine our
strength as a united body to gain much needed respect
and recognition for the British Home Children by the
Canadian Government.

We recommend that you write letters to ask for
support (of this initiative). fz is likely that a number
of government representatives are still in the ‘dark’, so
1o speak, of the Immigration scheme that brought over
100,000 children to our Country. So apply what you
know and where you stand on this declaration project
so that all of Canada will be made aware of the
importance of this dedicated Year.

The New Brunswick (Canada) Middlemore
Atlantic Society held their annual reunion for Home
Children & Descendants of British Home Children,
on Saturday, September 20th, in Fredericton NB. It
was a very gratifying day for the attendees as they
listened to the words of New Brunswick’s Honorable
] Burke, who announced that preparations are
underway for the November sitting of the Legislature to
see and hear resolutions read in Legislature for the
Provinces declaration of 2009 Year of the BHC.

Continued next page...ANCESTORS
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