


FrROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK

WINTFR-ACHVE RECREATION FOR ADULTS
During the upcoming winter months the Recreation
department will be introducing opportunities for adults
to participate in new and fun-filled indoor and outdoor
recreational events. These events will be hosted by
different communities throughout the County with
participating teams and individuals from every comner of
the county competing against each other. For more
information on our plans or to find out how you can

become involved, give the Recreation office a call at
787-3507. ;

THANK YoUl

Thank you to all Inverness County groups and
organizations who responded with information for the
annual Winter/Spring brochure. We wish you great
success with your fundraisers!

The 2001-2002 Winter/Spring events brochure has
been distributed to mailboxes throughout the County
and includes suppers, dances, card games, bingos,
ceilidhs, arena contacts, outdoor events and high school
hockey schedules. Everyone is encouraged to get out
and support these activities sponsored by our local
organizations.

Any non-profit organization requiring information
about how we can help promote your events and
activities, please give our office a call at 787-3506, 3507
or 3508.

SPRING RECREATION & CONTINUVING
EDUCATION PROGRAMS 2001

Community and school programmers are in the midst
of organizing courses and instructors for the upcoming
spring session. New instructors are always welcome as
are new ideas for courses and workshops. If you would
like to discuss your program ideas, contact the
Recreation/Tourism Office at 787-3508._Registration
week is February 11 - 15.

LITERACY - INFORMATION WE CAN ALL
AFFORD

The Invemness County Recreation/Tourism
Department has always promoted and contributed to the
benefits of life long learning by offering adult upgrading
classes as well as recreation programs and continuing
education programs. Together with the Invemness
County Literacy Network, the Department wants to help
raise literacy awareness and affirm that, “everyone is a
life long learner”. The Invemess County Literacy
Network can help provide you with information on free
literacy programs available in your community. For
more information on their services check page 8 in this
issue.
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ANCESTORS UNLIMITED
HELPING TO FIND

YOUR INVERNESS COUNTY ROOTS
CACICICCACCAC A X

SOURCES FOR INFORMATION:

For those families living in an area from Terre
Noire to Margaree Forks, the Book of Genealogy For the
Parish of Margaree is a good place to begin a search.
The contents of this book were compiled by the
Margaree New Horizon Club, however, no date is
given as to when it was produced. If any reader of
The Participaper knows the date, please contact us.
The Preface, extracted from the above-mentioned
book, follows verbatim:

Dear Readers:

When the idea of attempting to write this
genealogy of the first families of our communities of
Margaree Forks to Terre Noire, including Chimney
Corner and Margaree Harbour came to us, we were
somewhat appalled at the depth and scope of the
undertaking. We realized that our lack of experience
in the literary field would be a great handicap but
with that realization came the knowledge that we did
not wish to be classed as genealogical novelists in
any sense of the word.

What we are attempting to bring you are some of
the outstanding facts and highlights of our families.

It is common knowledge that the early records
kept in all of our parishes were not always available
and not always kept with complete accuracy. On
realizing this, we know that we would be left, in
many cases to our own devices in the matter of
getting exact dates of the comings and goings of
these people.

On reading the fact which we are attempting to
put before you, we wish you to keep in mind that
much of what we are writing, we received through
family kept records, old ledgers and any memorabilia
which was kept in the homes and which would be
commemorative of the early settlers.

We realize that in many cases, exact dates of land
purchases, outstanding events, so forth are lacking,
What we wish to do is to bring to you a general
history which is as factual as possible under the
ciccumstances. We would like to explain to you why
there may be some dates missing and so forth. In
order to have all these things aligned as completely

as possible, there are two things necessary: The first
is that most precious of all commeodities to people of
our years - time. =

The second is ample financial backing to carry on
indepth research in the archives in Halifax, the
county records of Port Hood and the records in our
own area. This we did not have a surplus of either
so we took the only course open to us and that s to
get certain members of each family who possessed
retentive memories and had access to family history.

From these people we have received a great deal of
valuable information and at this point we would like
to express a deep appreciation of their help and the
valuable information they have given us. It would
be impossible to give an individual Thank-you to
each and everyone so we wish to say Thank-you to
all.

We would be very pleased to receive any criticisms
from our readers, favourable or otherwise. If this
book should be well received by the public, it is
possible that it may stir a desire in the minds of
some of our younger people to carry on a more in-
depth research of their family trees and in doing so a
very valuable exercise in the study of our roots will
have been completed.

We are sincerely hopeful that you will enjoy the
result of our efforts from an entertaining as well as
an informative point of view. We ask that in your
criticisms you will keep in
mind the fact that this is our
first literary attempt and as a
result, will contain some
defects but we the authors
from the senior citizens group
salve our consciences by
remembering the old but
accurate cliche: “Perfection is

found only in Heaven.” [Ead of
extract]

Those responsible for
publishing the Book of
Genealogy For the Parish of
Margaree are to be congratulated for the untold hours




I Z ol ANCESTORS UNLIMITED

of hard work they surely must have dedicated to
producing it. However, as freely stated in the above
preface, the work is almost entirely based on family
records and the oral tradition. No extensive
research was carried out in Land Records or Census
Records. The sources of the information were also
not noted and standard genealogical presentation
was not followed.

Nevertheless, it does contain much useful data
which could be authenticated by further research.
Indeed, the compilers of the material suggest that “it
may stir in the minds of our younger people a desire
to carry on a more in-depth research.” It would be
very helpful if a group of people would undertake to
use the material as the basis for a new publication.

To try to stimulate this new research, I have
extracted from the chronicle, the Book of Genealpgy
For the Parish of Margaree, - a piece on the LeLiévre
family. The following is the first section concerning
this very extensive family: [Note: Not all people on Cape
Breton named Leaver are descendants of Jean and Marie
Angelique (Deveau) LeLidvre.]

THE FAMILY “LELIEVRE” (extract from pages 75
and 76 of the Book of Genealogy For the Parish of
Maryaree):

The surname of LeLiévre, meaning hare or rabbit,
is a symbolic or emblematic name. The oldest
record of this name in Canada appears at Lachine,
Quebec in October 1676, when Mathurin LeLievre
(b. 1646) arrived from France. Entries into the USA
however are more recent. One coat-of-arms of a
count has been attributed to this sit[sic] name.

The pronunciation of this sirfsic] name was
somewhat difficult for non French speaking persons
and as a result, over the years, various spelling and
pronunciations have developed. Some family
members in English-speaking communities have

adopted the spelling Lever or Leaver
) op pelling

‘.‘ with the corresponding

' pronunciations.

CAPE BRETON:
K For the purposes of this text, we
. concern ourselves with the
\ LeLievre family as it developed on
+ Cape Breton Island and more
\ specifically in the Cheticamp,
=" Belle Cote and Margaree area.
ean (John), born 1767 on the Isle of
ersey, came to Cheticamp with the

|
v

Fishing Firm and Buyer, PHILLIP ROBIN AND
COMPANY, as it was then called. In recent imes it
has become known as the ROBIN JONES AND
WHITMAN COMPANY LIMITED and presently
ROBINS. :
During his employ as a Clerk with the Phillip Robin
company, Jean LeLiévre was considered to be 2
highly valued employee. After a time, Jean met and
married a French Catholic girl, Marie Angelique
Deveau, daughter of Mr and Mrs Augustin Deveau
of Cheticamp. Jean joined the Catholic Faith with
his bride, and as was the custom at the time, he was
disowned for leaving his Faith. Thus it was that Jean
LeLiévre, purchased land and set up a business of
his own on the “Pointe Au'Cochons” or as it is
known in English “The Pig’s Nose”. He acquired
about two thousand acres of land and proved
himself to be of such outstanding honesty and
integrity, that when he died on June 6, 1817 in
Cheticamp, he was given what would be considered
the equivalent of a State Funeral.

Jean LeLiévre and his wife, Marie Angelique
Deveau were the parents of eight children, who
married and settled in the area. There are
innumerable descendants in the Cheticamp, Grand
Etang, St. Joseph du Moine, Belle Céte, Margaree,
Sydney, New Waterford, Glace Bay areas, as well as
Richmond County. According to research and
information passed down, it is generally agreed that
the Jean LeLiévre, born on the Isle of Jersey, was the
progenitor of all the LeLiévre persons on Cape
Breton Island. This also includes the persons
known as Lever or Leaver.

JEAN ILELIEVRE: married Marie Angelique

Deveau. They had eight children who married as

follows:

MARIE LUCE: married Laurent Bourgeois on

January 7, 1822. (Son of Jean Bourgeois and

Angelique Poirier)

SUSANNE: married Francois Doucet on Feb. 4,

1823 (Son of Simon Doucet and Scholastique

Cormier).

JEAN: known as "Petit Jean", born 1804,

married Marie Doucet on January 9, 1827, died
1875, (daughter of Simon Doucet and
Scholastique Cormier).

ESTHER: born 1807, married Martin Doucet on
Nov. 27, 1827, (son of Paul Doucet and Tharsile
Gaudet).
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ELIZABETH: born 1808, married Charles
Deveau, November 1825. (Son of Pierre Deveau
and Marguerite Gaudet).

RACHEL: bomn May 26, 1814, married Christoff
AuCoin, on Nov. 12, 1833. (Son of Simon
AuCoin and Elizabeth Poirier).

PHILLIPE: married Mathilde Haché on Nov.
20, 1832. (Daughter of Felix Haché and

Long Point - receipts from Robert Mclnnis 1842
Broad Cove - 1844 - order from Donald McQuarrie,
the Cooper.

Mabou - 1843 - Memorandum from John Hawley.
Ship Harbour - letter from Douce Belhache 1841-
states that she is going to sell property; is looking
for newspapers she ordered; and "make me an offer
to purchase the store and
100 acres of land."

Luce LeBlanc).

‘OLIVE: born Feb. 16, 1817, married
Charles Doucet in 1836. (Son of
Simon Doucet and Scholastique

ﬂman is a bundle of
relations, a knot of 1oots,

Much material for
genealogical and historical
research is to be found in

Cormier). whose flower and fruitage is these documents.
the world. The Wilson Family is
MORE SOURCES: - Ibid. buried in the Clough
The Papers of Joseph Wilson of Port Cemetery overlooking the
Hastings Canso Causeway -

In the Public Archives of Nova Scotia are
hundreds of documents, ledgers, deeds, receipts and
bits of correspondence relating to the various
commercial and personal business activities of
Joseph Wilson (1794-1864) of Port Hastings.

Coming to Cape Breton in the early 1830s, he had
extensive business in many parts of Inverness
County. He provided fishing families with hooks
and sinkers and nets as well as boats, and bought
their produce from the sea. He also provided
necessities in his well-inventoried store.

A brief summary of the papers is available
through the Port Hastings (or Gut of Canso)
Museum. Yvonne Fox and others have looked
through and listed the documents. For the family
and local historian, the material is a treasure trove of
information. The listings for the papers are MGI#s
964, 965, 966.

Here are some examples of what one may expect to
find there:

Broad Cove, 1843 - George Laurence, Esq. re. sale
of mare - Alex Gillies owner.

Plaister Cove, 1845 - receipt for payment for work
on public road - John McKinnon.

Gut of Canso - order for 15-20 pounds of beef or
pork to feed workmen - and a gallon of rum - Hugh
Skinner.

Judique - order 5 gallons of rum - "one of our
children died last night - 21/2 years old - John
McEachren.

Port Hood - personal letter from George C.
Laurence re. matters with wholesalers in Halifax.

Joseph Wilson died 22 March 1864, aged 70 years
and 6 months.

Mary A. Bolton, wife of Joseph Wilson, born 9
February 1898 and died 20 January 1911.

Alexander Sutherland 1844-1911, husband of
Elizabeth Wilson 1843-1929 (daughter of Joseph
and Mary).

Levi Hart 1843-1871, husband of Mary Ann
(Wilson) Hart 1844-1872 (daughter of Joseph and
Mary).

Charlotte Bolton Wilson, daughter of Joseph and
Mary d. 29 Jan. 1844,

[Note: Alexander Sutherland married Elizabeth
Wilson and operated the store in Port Hastings for
some years. Ethel Sutherland, their daughter,
married Rev. Duncan MacRae and went with him as
a missionary to Korea in the early years of last
century].

QUERIES:

1. MacKeigans of Trout Brook,
Cape Breton County and
Whycocomagh and Lewis Mountain, Inverness
County.

Who is working on MacKeigans? Judy Brown of
Colorado is trying to establish the connections
between the various MacKeigans. An elderly
informant in Mira states that Archie MacKeigan of
Trout Brook, Cape Breton County was the son of
Donald whose father was John MacKeigan. She
believes Donald had a brother John who came with
him from Scotland.







