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FROM THE DIRECTOR'S DESK 

SPRING SESSION 2001: 
Early in the New Year, School Programmers 
will begin planning for courses to be offered in 
the Spring Session 2001. New instructors are 
always welcome, as are suggestions for new 
courses and workshops. To discuss your 
program ideas, contact Anna Lee 
MacEachern at the Recreation/Tourism office 
at 787-3508. Registration week for the 2001 
Spring Session is February 12 -16. Classes are 
scheduled to begin February 26. 

VOLUNTEER WEEK 2001: 
This year's Volunteer Week is April 23 - 27. 
During that week the Municipality will host an 
award ceremony in honor of the many 
volunteers throughout Inverness County. In 
January, the Recreation and Tourism 
Department will begin accepting nominations 
for these awards. Full details on the 
Volunteer Recognition Program will be 
included in the January /February issue of 
Participaper. 

ATTENTION AL AR1isTs, cRAFTERS ,56fl 
PERFORMERS. 

We need to updat eour database of talent! 
All performers, artists and craftspeople living in 
the county are invited to participate. Please 
follow the· directions on the facing page, if 
you wish to be included in the database. * 

THANK YOU! 
Our thanks to all those organizations that 
submitted information for this year's 
winter/spring events brochure. We wish you 
great success with your fundraising events. 

The 2000-2001 Winter/Spring events brochure 
has recently been distributed to homes and 
businesses throughout Inverness County. It 
includes information on dances, special 
suppers, snowmobile rallies, high school 
hockey schedules and more. 

If your non-profit organization would like to 
learn more about how the Inverness County 
Recreation/Tourism Department can help 
promote your activities, please give us a call 
at 787-2274 or 3507. 

Participaper 

Editor - This Issue 
Inverness County Council of the Arts 
P.O. Box 709, Inverness, NS, BOE !NO 

Phone: 1-902-258-2533 
. email: 

icca709@hotmall.com 

The Partlcipaper is published six times a year by the 
Inverness County Department of Recreation and 
Tourism; John Cotton, Director. Contributions of 
Information and articles, photos and artwork are 
welcome. We also welcome your letters and 

comments. This publication is a service for the 
residents of Inverness County. Others may 

subscribe at the following rates: $8.00/yr in Canada 
or $9.00/yr in the U.S. Send subscription request 

with payment to: The attention of Marie Cameron at 
the Recreation and Tourism Department, P.O. Box 
179, Municipal Building, Port Hood, NS, BOE 2WO. 

Phone: 787-2274. 
Printed by: The Pictou Advocate 

Deadline for Jan/Feb issue is: Jan 5/01 
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The Recreation and Tourism Department has 
a growing database of performing and artistic 
talents throughout the County. This 
information is made available, upon request, 
to organizations and businesses sponsoring 
special events such as summer festivals, 
picnics, reunions, concerts, children's 
activities, weddings, etc. We want to add 
your name to our growing list. 

Examples of talent we are seeking includes, 
but is not limited to: puppetry, juggling, 
magic acts, face painting, storytelling, clown 
acts, drama, dancing, singing, musicians, etc. 
All are welcome! 

As well as the performing arts, our database 
gs, des artists and craftspeople engaged in 
ill#the areas of the visual arts. We have listings 

for painters, sculptors, folk artists, weavers, 
rug hookers, pottery makers, ceramic artists, 
silversmiths, quilters, candlemakers, card 
makers, floral designers, woodworkers, 
graphic artists, photographers, costume 
designers, set designers, film makers, 
producers, directors, etc. 

The range of excellence and ability to be 
found in Inverness County is extraordinary 
and we are blessed with an abundance of 
talent in our communities. The artists and 
craftspeople of our area have contributed 
enormously to the cultural life of the area. 
Visitors have long been impressed with the 
high quality of work produced in the homes, 
workshops and studios of our residents. 
Several of them have established international 
reputations and sell their work to an 

di@pPpreciative clientele world-wide. Many of 
'II' our artisans also teach their skill to others and 

are listed as such in the database. 

To effectively promote and provide 
information about Inverness County artisans, 
we must keep our database up-to-date. When 
there are trade shows or arts and craft shows 
we want to help you connect. If you are an 
instructor, we need your listing on our 
database. Please take the time to send us your 
information. The following information is 
helpful: 

Your name, address, telephone and /or email 
or fax numbers. Talent or discipline -please 
include fees, length of performance, dates 
available for performance or exhibits/ craft 
fairs, etc., plus any other relevant information. 
Instructor? - please include fee structure (if 
you have not instructed previously but are 
interested in becoming one- please indicate 
this). Also include dates available for 
classroom instruction, as well as years of 
experience and targeted age or age groups 
(this is optional). 

This information should be sent by mail to: 
Inverness County Recreation and Tourism 
Department, P.O. Box 179, Port Hood, NS, 
B0E2W0 
or, email: talent@invernessco.com 
or fax: (902) 787-3110 or drop off at the 
Municipal Bldg, 375 Main St., Port Hood. 
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Mary-/lnne Ducharme 
For [luld Lang Sgne 

By: Marie Aucoin 

Before she 
left for the 
Eastern 
Townships of 
Quebec, I had 
a chance to sit 

Mary-Arne admires one of the beautiful' and enjoy a 
antique Trenton glassworks goblets she conversation 
received as a parting gift. 

with our 
former editor, Mary-Anne Ducharme. 
Upon our first meeting· two years ago, I 
had been struck with her quiet dignity 
and lovely smile. When this last 
conversation was over, I had the distinct 
feeling that our community was losing 
one of its special treasures and I will miss 
her. Throughout our conversation it 
became evident to me that Mary-Anne 
harboured a deep love for this place and 
its people. This, combined with the keen 
observational skills of a reporter, is what 
made her stories in the Participaper so 
interesting to read. 

Just how did it come about that she 
arrived here some 22 years ago to enrich 
our lives? In her own words she credits 
the "machinations" of a fellow named Leo 
Cox, who at the time, was the Agricultural 
Representative for Inverness County. 

When Mary-Anne and her family first 
moved to Cape Breton, they had planned 
to farm and raise sheep in Victoria 
County: where they had previously 

purchased land during one of their many 
visits as tourists. Once here to settle 
however, they ran into some difficulty 
finding enough land to pasture the sheep 
they had. It was at that time that Richard 
Ducharme happened to meet Leo Cox. 
Upon hearing of Richard's dilemma, Leo 
informed him that he knew of a wonderful 
farm in Inverness County that might be 
for sale. He highly recommended that 
Richard take a look at it. 

And so it was that on a March day 1(ly 
the late 70's that Mary-Anne first laid eyes 
on her new home- it was under about 
three feet of snow. She looked at the 
house and felt greatly discouraged- it had 
been empty and neglected for a number of 
years. The roof leaked and this 110 year 
old house was very obviously on a 
downhill slide. 

Glancing over at her· husband she 
could tell by the sparkle in his eye that he 
wanted this place very badly - he the 
farmer through to his soul. It was clear to 
Mary-Anne that her heart would not 
allow her the luxury of a veto. She put 
aside her qualms about the condition of 
the house for the sake of her husband. As 
a result, Richard, Mary-Anne and their 
two children (a boy and a girl, 7 and 54, 
years old at the time) set up housekeep;n, '®V 
at what later became known as the 
Ducharme Farm. 
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@ Over the years Mary-Anne grew to 
love her house and the farm property as 
she and Richard turned it into a very 
comfortable home. She came to 
appreciate the old house full of history 
and spent many pleasant hours 
researching it. It had been part of the 
Chisholm grant and many large families 
had lived there at one time or another. 
She feels that this is why she has always 
had the sense that it was a "family" house. 

In the beginning she and Richard 
raised sheep, they brought 50 ewes with 
them from Victoria County. The 
strawberries came about later as a result 
of the demise· of the sheep industry in 
Cape Breton in the early 1980s. While 
a their livelihood was being devastated and 
V {hey faced the spectre of a non-productive 

farm, Mabou Gardens was, coincidentally, 
in the process of divesting itself of its 
strawberry business. So they decided to 
plant strawberries. They started with one 
and a half acres - there were 20 acres of 
strawberries under cultivation when they 
sold the farm. Some good news for the 
community, - the new owners plan to keep the 
strawberry operation running. 

I asked Mary-Anne how she got 
involved with the Participaper. She said 
that, "it was an odd thing which really 
came quite out of the blue." Betty Anne 
Floyd (Participaper's first editor) was 
moving on to work at the Scotia Sun and 
was trying to find someone to replace her. 

as, '\though Mary-Anne was fairly new to 
Wthe area, it was known that she liked to 

write, was an English teacher and was 
looking for employment. Hence, she was 

approached and asked if she would be 
willing to take on the job. She remembers 
that when she had read the Participaper 
she had been iRtensely envious because 
she kept thinking, "Oh, I would LOVE to 
do that job, I would really love it!!" As a 
result, when she was asked, she jumped at 
the chance saying -"Yes, yes, I'll take it, 
yes I will!!" 

The Participaper first started (around 
the same time as the Oran) as the result of 
a concern that there was no reliable means 
of communication in the County for the 
Arts and Culture sector. Artists were 
working in isolation from each other, 
unaware that others existed. County 
cultural and historical groups were also 
working in isolation. The Department of 
Recreation and Tourism (at that time the 
Dept of Recreation), took responsibility 
for correcting this deficiency and the 
Participaper was born. 

Over the years it has changed quite 
radically. At first it was produced in 
tabloid format and black and white. 
Mary-Anne lobbied the Department to 
bring some color to the paper because she 
wanted it to reflect Inverness County, 
which to her, is a very colorful place. The 
landscape, the water, the people, the 
buildings, everything so full of color. She 
wanted to have a means of conveying the 
colorfulness of this place in a literal way. 
And she also wanted it to be in a format 
that people could collect, put in a binder 
and keep. That's why, in 1994, the leap 
was made from a tabloid to magazine 
format. 
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The name came from "Partici-paction" 
- meaning individuals and communities 
participating in all kinds of activities. At 
the time, John Cotton's office was known 
as the Department of Recreation, 
"recreation" being quite an inclusive term. 
So the Participaper focussed on all kinds 
of things - history, heritage, culture, 
sports, the arts. Later the focus was 
expanded to include tourism. adult 
education and recreation programming. 
More recently it has expanded to include 
Community Economic Development. 

I wanted to know if there was anything 
about the Participaper that Mary-Anne 
particularly wanted to pass on to us -she 
told me that she would be grieved to ever 
see it end. She sees it as an extraordinary 
vehicle for gathering history and 
contemporary culture that otherwise 
would never have been gathered and seen 
in its entirety: a mine of information that 
many things before it have never 
been. It is not only the research 
gathered from books, but the 
opportunity to add to them and 
also correct errors contained in 
some of the resources she used. 
She found some errors in local 
history and corrected them and 
then she also made a few herself. She 
hopes that in future those errors will be 
corrected as people come across them and 
retell the stories. 

Mabou Coal Mines. Because the first 9, 
settlers there are so directly and clearly 
linked to the people who live there now, 
and the past is very deep and very close in 
the current life of this region. It is the 
cradle of music in Western Cape Breton 
with its particular fiddle styles and styles 
of pianists and songs. When she did a 
story on the Mabou Mines it was always a 
particular joy to her. 

She also enjoyed reporting on the 
history of Judique. On Henry Island off 
the coast of Port Hood Island. She loved 
covering stories of shipwrecks and sea 
lore wherever she could find them. One 
in particular that she remembered was an 
interview with a fellow whose father was 
a Captain of coastal freighters 1 
Cheticamp. He had one of the more'l 
interesting stories to tell and it appeared 
in the Participaper under the title, 
"Workhorses of the Sea. 

A CHIEF EVENT OF LIFE IS THE 
DAY IN WHICH WE HA VE 

ENCOUNTERED A MIND THAT 
STARTLED US. 

-Ralph Waldo Emerson 

She loved 
interviewing artists 
because she 
delights in their 
creativity. She has 
fond memories of 

When I asked Mary-Anne to tell me of 
some of her favorite interviews; she 
preferred instead to tell of some of her 
favorite stories. She said she appreciated 
particularly anything to do with the 

interviews she and 
Rosie Grace did with some of the 
residents of the Foyer Pere Fiset in 
Cheticamp. She relished their stories. 
Stories of the suetes, of Xmases celebrated 
in bygone days. The stories were related 
to her in the beautiful old acadian french 
language and translated for her by "e 

Anytime she had a chance to interview 
Archie-Neil she jumped at the chance to 


