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Fromthe DIRECTOR’S DESK

Winter Events Brochure:

We would like to say Thank You! To all the
organizations who submitted their information to us fo
rthis years’s Winter/Spring Events brochure and we wish
you the best of luck with your events.

~ The 1998 Winter/Spring Events brochure has
been distributed to homes and busineses throughout
Inverness County and includes arena schedules, dances,
special suppers, snowmobile rallies and more.

If your non-profit organization would like to learn
more about how the Inverness County Recreation/Tourism
Department can help promote your activities, please give
our office a call at 787-2274.

Spring Session 1998:

Early in the new year, School Programmers will
begin planning courses for the Spring Session 1998. New
instructors are always welcome, as are suggestions for new
courses and workshops. If you would like to discuss your
program ideas, contact the Recreation/Tourism Office at
787-2274.  Registration week for the 1998 Spring
Session is February 9 -13.

Volunteer Week 1998:

Volunteer Week 1998 is April 12 -18. The
Municipality willl host Award Ceremonies during that
week in honour of the volunteers of Inverness County. In
January, the Recreation/Tourism Department will receive
nominations for volunteers to be recognized at this annual
event. Full details on the Volunteer Recognition Program
will be included in the January/ February 1998 issue of
Partici-Paper.

‘Tisthe Season 3  Recreation/

Continuing

Education

Retreatsat 4  Promotion
St. Joseph's
Renewal

1997 Tourism 5  Mary A. Ducharme

Year Review
TheDance 7 Mary A. Ducharme

Project

Ancestors 8  Jim St. Clair
Unlimited

Old Carrot Top 10 Jim St. Clair

The Christmas 11  Daniel Shaw
Ring

Scottish Step 17 Maggie Moore
Dancing
Open for business 22 from the Chronicle
Herald

Elizabeth LeFort 30 Mary A. Ducharme

Entertainment 31
Web Site

Next Partici-Paper deadline: January 15,1998

HAPPY NEW YEAR/

artsCape Breton

Partici-Paper
Mary Anne Ducharme, editor
R.R.#2 Whycocomagh, N.S. BOE 3MO
Phione: 1-902-945-2982

e-mail: ducharme@ctp.auracom.com

Partici-Paper is published six times a year by the
Inverness County Department of Recreation/ Tourism, with John
Cotton, Director.

Contributions of information, articles, photos, art work
are welcome. We also welcome your letters and comments.

This publication is a service for the residents of
Inverness County. Other subscribers: $8.00 per year, Canadian,
and $9.00 a year, US.

Send payment for subscriptions to the
Recreation/Tourism  Department, c/o Donald MacDonald, Box
179, Municipal Building, Port Hood, Nova Scotia, BOE 2WO.
Phone: 1-902-787-2274.

Printed by The Pictou Advocate




Particl-Paper, November/ December 1997, page 3

'Cis the Season!

‘TIS THE SEASON to begin
thinking about the1998
Spring Session of
Recreation and Continuing
Education courses!

Inverness County
Recreation/ Tourism
Department, every spring
.and fall, offers a selection
of courses for all ages, in
arts & crafts, sport and
fitness, music and dance,
and adult education. From
GED to stained glass
workshops; from beginner
violin to boys’ and girls’
basketball; the choices are
as wide as there are
instructors available.

Programmers across
the County arrange these
courses with your interests

February 9, 1998. New
instructors are also
. welcome: If you have a
course that you are

New ideas

~welcome
for the
Spring Session

in mind. In doing so, they
always welcome new ideas
and suggestions.

Now is the time to let

your local programmer
know your ideas. In
January, plans will be

finalized for registration,
which begins the week of

available to teach in the
New Year, give the
Programmer in your area g
call.

Recreation & Continuing Education Programmers
Cheticamp David Polrier 224-2936 -
A great workshop idea
Margarees Donald Maclennan 235-2439 < %
w4 for fun and sharing
Inverness Anna Lee MacEachern 258-2089 :
‘ % *at Christmas!
Scotsville Verna MacMillan 258-2278 : ) Msrion: . Gillis SeRetreationai&:
Mabou Eddie MacNeil 945-2493 Continuing Ed Programmer from Glendale
knew that many of her friends were doing
P L Gilli 787-2669 4 ; :
or) Head m= holiday baking ahead to put away in the
Judique Mary Mchlamard 6250592 freezer. It makes the hectic holiday season
Waost Bay Road Ireno MacDonald 625-2596 even more enjoyable to know you have
treats on hand when unexpected company
Glendale Marion Gillis 625-2357 drops h So under the Recreation
Blues Mills Jaye Morrlson 756-3475 Department programming, she organized a
Whycocomagh Wendy Macomber 756-2112 continued next page
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Ketreats at the St. Joseph Renewal Centre

In the coming months, The St. Joseph Renewal Centre in Mabou will be offering a number of retreat
weekends and special evenings. For more Information on programs offered at the Center contact Sr.
Catherine MacEachem at St. Joseph Renewal Center, Mabou, Nova Scotia BOE 1X0. Ph: (902) 945 -

2392, Fax: (902) 945 - 2404

SINGLE ADULT'S REFLECTION WEEKEND:
May 1 -3, 1998
(Friday, 7:30 pm to Sunday, Noon)
(Single women and men 20 - 30 years)
Fee: $90; Registration Deadline: April 10, 1998
Facilitator: Janet Malone, CND Registration Fee: $25 (non-refundable)

"Getaway, Get-to-Know-You-Better": An exciting weekend for Facilitator: Janet Malone, CND
married couples, a time for learning how to listen and communicate "What's This Christian Life All About Anyway?": Time apart to
better with each other, time to pray, reflect alone and with your reflect alone and with others how you can live a more meaningful
partner, time for candlelight & wine dinner... life in the midst of the many challenges of young adulthood.

WEEKEND FOR COUPLES:
January 2-4, 1998
(Fri. 7:30 pm to Sunday, Noon)
Fee: $125 couple. Registration Deadline Dec. 15/97
Registration Fee: $60 (non-refundable)

MOTHER-DAUGHTER EVENING:
May 13, 1998, 7:30 - 9:30 pm
FATHER-SON EVENING:
June 14, 1998, 7:30 - 9:30 pm
Fee: $10, payable on arrival,

Registration Deadline: call to confirm attendance
Registration Deadline; April 10th (Mother-Daughter)
Registration Deadline: June Ist (Father-Son)

Facilitor(s): Center Staff
An evening for mothers and daughters, fathers and sons to come
aside to reflect, affirm and appreciate each other in an atmosphere

of respect and love.

LENTEN RETREAT:
February 27 - March 1, 1998
(Friday, 7:30pm to Sunday, Noon)
Fee: $90. Registration Deadline: Feb. 6/98
Registration Fee: $25 (non-refundable)

Facilitator: Janet Malone, CND
"Temptations in the Wilderness": "Jesus was led by the Spirit into
the desert to be tempted by the devil" (Luke 4:1). This retreat is an
invitation to look at the three temptations of Jesus within the
context of the three C's in your own life.
CONSUMERISM, CONTROLLING, CLIMBING

EASTER TRIDIUM RETREAT
A) April 8 - 11, 1998, Wed., 8pm to Saturday, Noon or
B) April 8 - 12, 1998, Wed., 8pm to Sunday, Noon
Fee: Option A: $110 Option B: §125
Registration Deadline: March 20, 1998
Registration Fee: $25 (non-refundable)
Facilitator: Janet Malone, CND

*Do Not Cling to Me..." (John 20:17): An ebb and flow of input m
sessions (spiritually of compassion), personal prayer, silence and
solitude, and parish participation in the Tridium. Retreatants have

3k ok ok ok ek 3k ok K

St. Joseph Renewal Center
has gift certificates available.

Fem—
N
the option of finishing Saturday or Sunday with the noon meal. \

A great workshop, continued

workshop get-together in which eight
people would bring 7 dozen cookies or
squares each, and then exchange them
so that everybody would go home with
7 dozen goodies-- but now a glorious
variety of them.

But Marion’s sense of fun
prompted her to add a few flourishes.
She made tea, sandwiches and sweets,
decorated the hall basement at Glendale
with holiday tablecloths, Santa and
Reindeer, a Christmas tree, and other

festive touches, as well as Christmas
music on the CD. Everybody was
enjoying the spirit of the gathering
when they heard a mysterious jingling
of bells up the stairs, and coming
around the corner was a black boot, red
trousers, and a bearded apparition
carrying a full pillowcase --Santa
Claus! His voice bore a remarkable
resemblance to Patsy Campbell’s who
is known to be “full of the Old Nick”--
and the gathering nearly brought the

rafters down with laughter. But thanks
to Marion, Santa had even more up her
sleeve -- the pillowcase contained a
surprise gift for each of the participants
and Santa called each one in turn to
receive a beautifully wrapped holiday
candle with a candy cane attached.

The friends went home with
more than seven dozen cookies and a
Christmas candle, they brought with
them happy, warm memories.
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by Mary Anne Ducharme

1997 Tourism Year

This past tourism year was an exceedingly busy one for the Atlantic region
with an infusion of new funding, high profile happenings such as the opening of
the Confederation Bridge, the Cabot Celebrations, Celtic Colours, and the
reorganization of major tourism partnerships.

While there were glitches and varying degrees of success in ambitious pilot
projects, the learning curve was high, and the $180 million generated last year by
tourism in Nova Scotia became a landmark $1 billion this year. The potentials
in historical and cultural tourism opened up discussion and excitement as never

before.

Cape Breton’s John Cabot Meeting Society,
a non-profit organization of volunteers, received
$748, 000 for its events and Newfoundland netted
$2.8 million from provincial and federal sources. In
Cape Breton there were disgruntled feelings that
the government gave Newfoundland preferential
funding even though Cape Breton has as valid a
claim as the first landing site of John Cabot. In the
end, there was a $60,000 shortfall in funding the
Tall Ships in Cape Breton and some of the greatly
overworked volunteers became discouraged.

A huge amount of work for tourism is
done by volunteers such as these, working for their
communities in associations, for festivals and in
regional events. Without them, tourism
development would be seriously compromised,
regardless of government funds pumped into the
industry. How to make tourism volunteering
attractive to more people, how to train these
volunteers for their tasks, and securing ways and
means to pay specific expenses are issues that need
to be addressed.

There were fears in Nova Scotia that the

opening of the Confederation Bridge would draw
people away from this province in masses.
However, the Bridge attracted more people to the
region in general, and Nova Scotia had the best
tourism year ever — and the future looks promising
-- if the region pulls together, from the provincial
governments right down to the individual
communities.

We’re small, but good, and Judd Buchanan,
chairman of the Canadian Tourism Commission in
Ottawa offers us good advice: “It’s often difficult
for smaller regions to get the level of exposure and
publicity and marketing heft that they would like to
have, but by pooling with associations or within
geographic regions, they can put the resources
together.”

Sandra MacDonald, director of operator
programs and membership recruitment for Tourism
Cape Breton. says that operators should be
encouraging visitors to explore other parts of

continued next page






