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from the Director's Desk ... 

Winter Events 
Brochure 
The Inverness County Winter 
Events .Brochure will soon be 
printed and distributed to 
businesses and households. 
Inverness County has lots to offer 
for indoor and outdoor winter 

fun, from ceilidhs, card games, square dances, suppers and 
concerts to old-fashioned sleigh rides, ice skating and 
snowmobiling and cross-country skiing. We encourage 
you to participate in the various activities happening 
throughout the County this winter. Be WinterACTIVE! 

Cross-Country Ski Rentals 
We would like to remind the residents of Inverness County 
that we offer cross-country ski rentals through this 
Department. For inquiries, please contact the Recreation/ 
Tourism Department at (902) 787-2274. 
continued page 31, inside back cover 

Contents 
In, his father's forge 3 
the Hillsborough 

foots of 
Archbishop 

Neil MacNeil 

Suzanne Craig 8 
Designs 

Ancestors Unlimited 10 

A Christmas visit 14 
with Cookie Rankin 

Otters have fun! 18 

Fireside Tales 21 
for a winter's night 

Cheticamp radio 23 
CKJM 

Mary Anne 
Ducharme 

interview 

Jim St. Clair 

interview 

David Lawley 

Archie Neil 
Chisholm 

Daniel Aucoin 

Deadline 
for submitted articles 
for the Jan./ Feb issue: 

December 18 

extends best wishes 
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Partici-Paper is published six times a year by the 
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welcome. This publication is a service for the residents of 
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I In his father's forge 

the Hillsborough roots of Archbishop Neil MacNeil 

by Mary Anne Ducharme 
from research materials collected by Sr. Isabel Maclellan 

of Mount Saint Bernard College, Antigonish 

"As a child, when passing through This past summer, Gault Smith of 
Hillsborough, my father would point in the general Hillsborough cut a path through the tall grasses to 
direction of where the MacNeil house once stood, 
and say "That's where Archbishop MacNeil was 
born." When I became a member of my order, the 
Congregation de Notre Dame, I also became aware 
that the Archbishop's sister, Honora (Sister St. 
Martin of Tours), was a member of my order. 

My great-grandfather on my father's side, 
was a brother to Malcolm, the father of the 

Hillsborough, a Loyalist community, was a place 
that further honed the sturdiness and resourcefulness of 
the refugees who came there. The Loyalists fled social, 
political, and religious conflicts and while they did not 
abandon ancestral legacies, they transformed them into 
something new in their new home. The MacNeils who lived 
here were the only Catholics in a district of Protestants, but 
they were well accepted. A future archbishop learned here 
that a person is more important than any religious or 
political 'ism' attached, and that to be a bigot was not to be 
a true Christian. As he became cosmopolitan in his world 
view, the subject of many of his sermons and writings was 
'charity. ' His spirit was ecumenical and accepting of all 
denominations and faiths and he sought to submerge 
differences in the great common causes of humanity. 
Among family, friends, and neighbors in Hillsborough, he 
learned the importance of family to national life and he 
retained a deep concern for all members of his family. 

George Boyle in his 1951 book Pioneer in Purple, 
proposes a notion, not uncommon in terms of modern 

show me the foundation of the MacNeil house, 
blacksmith shop and barn. Bushes and trees are 
growing up around the hewn foundation stones and 

some of them have fallen out of place. 
It seems that there should be something 

here, a marker, because this was a place of 
important roots, a place that deserves to be 
remembered and known." 

Archbishop. My mother is related as well-- but 
until this year, I knew very little about the history of >Sr. Isabel Maclellan 

this remarkable family. 

environmentalist thinking,-- that the character of people 
flows from the character of the land. He-felt that the strong, 
even hills of Hillsborough imparted to Neil MacNeil their 
innate dignity, and that the forest-scented air invigorated 
not only the body of the boy, but his spirit. The mental 
picture of a little schoolhouse, a road that winds over a 
bridge and a deep ravine of bare solid rock is not far 
removed from present reality in Hillsborough. 

At the time of the 1871 Census, the MacNeil house 
was very full, with 16 people enumerated. In this year, 
Malcolm was 46, and Ellen was 40. They were the parents 
of Neil who was the eldest of a family of eleven and 19 
years old in that year. The youngest was Margaret (Maggie) 
who was one year old and who was to share many future 
adventures with her older brother. In the same household, 
we find Alexander Gillis, Ronald Mcinnis and Charles 
MacEachen, all young men who were likely blacksmith 
apprentices. 

In another year, there was also a Protestant lady in 
continued page 5 
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\Life history overview of Archbishop Neil MacNeil ] 
I 851- born on November 23 in 
Hillsborough 

1869-1873- student at St.FX. He 
finished his studies with high 
honors. 

1873- February 18, Neil was 
notified that he was one of the few 
chosen for studies in philosophy 
and theology at the Propaganda 
College in Rome. He received a 
doctorate in each. 

1877- Neil's father Malcolm died. 

1879-April 12, Ordained a 
Catholic priest in Basilica of St. 
John Lateran in Rome by Cardinal 
Patrizzi. 

1880-spent a year at the University 
of Marseilles in France, studying 
mathematics and astronomy. 

1881- December, founded and 
edited the local weekly newspaper 
The Aurora. It became highly 
influential because it opened its 
colwnns to village correspondents 
resulting in lively debates on 
questions of religion, agriculture, 
the fisheries, mining, and 
education. 

1881-1884- served as professor of 
St.FX, teaching virtually all 
subjects. 

1884-1891- served as rector for 
St.FX. During this time a new 
wing was built and joined to the 
original brick structure, and this 
new addition was designed by Neil. 
He was creditied with helping to 
make St .FX an institution with an 
international reputation. He 

showed great talents both with 
teaching and administrative work. 

1887- Neil's mother Ellen died at 
age 57. He himself conducted the 
burial service. 

1890-1892- served as editor of the 
Catholic newspaper, The Casket in 
Antigonish. 

1891-1892- served as parish priest 
at West Arichat 

1982-1895- served as parish priest 
at D'Escousse 

1895-1910- October 20, 
appointed by the Pope as Bishop 
ofNilopolis and Vicar Apostalic of 
the West Coast of Newfoundland. 
He was the first native of Cape 
Breton to be consecrated a Bishop 
of the Catholic Church. The 
ceremony was held in Saint 
Ninian's Cathedral, Antigonish. 

1910- 1912- January 19, named 
Archbishop of Vancouver. There 
he set up four new churches, and 
three schools, and established The 
Sisters of the Sacred Heart in a 
high-class convent boarding 
school. He also set us a Catholic 
Immigrants' Information Office for 
the tens of thousands Catholics 
arriving every year. 

1912-1934- April 10, named 
Archbishop of Toronto where he 
served for 22 years. His 
administration witnessed the 
completion of St. Augustine's 
Seminary, the doubling of the 
Catholic population, the creation 
of 30 new parishes, an increase in 
clergy, the formation of the 

national Catholic Women's League 
(1921), among many other 
accomplishments. He also 
campaigned to ensure the fair 
distribution of taxes to separate 
schools and labored to promote 
good relations between Catholics 
and Protestants. He created the 
Federation of Catholic Charities, 
the Scarborough Foreign Mission 
Society and the Newman Club. 

1934- died May 25 in Toronto 
after 55 years of service as a 
clergyman. 15 thousand people 
attended his funeral at St. 
Michael's Cathedral. He was 
buried at St. Augustine's Seminary. 

1960- June 5, the Neil McNeil 
High School is formally opened 
near Victoria Park in Toronto, 
dedicated to" the great tradition of 
Catholic education in Toronto, and 
to honor their illustrious patron 
Archbishop Neil McNeil." 

"Toronto is one of the 
most ardently Protestant cities in 
Canada, but the whole community 
profoundly regrets the death of 
the Most Reverend Neil MacNeil. 
.. Pomp and ceremony and 
ceremony were all about him but 
his spirit was ever distinguished 
by humility...He was a natural 
democrat... A lovable man, one 
of God's good men, who never 
was too busy or too burdened 
with care to enlist some new 
entreprise for the promotion of 
human welfare, his passing is a 
great loss to the world." 

-The Toronto Globe and Mail 
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In his father's forge be concerned that Protestants are not Catholics, nor should 
Protestants be stirred that Catholics are not Protestants. 

the household, a woman who was alone and was taken into The concern is that there are so many people who 
the MacNeil home and cared for until her death -- with as . apparently have no real interest in religion whatsoever." 
much loving care as if she were the closest of relatives. Her Ellen, whose father came from Kilkenny, Ireland 
minister was invited to visit her, and the young MacNeils was far more cheery and playful in manner than her 
were taught to give him the same marks of respect as they husband, and she was known for her hospitality and 
gave their own parish u oow.2, &GD@rosity. 
priest, Father Kenneth In the MacNeil 
MacDonald. The MacNeils household, Sunday 
attended Mass at the old St. afternoon was devoted to 
Mary's Church in the religious lessons and nothing 
neighboring community of was allowed to interfere with 
Mabou. this. Each child had to appear 

The property of before both parents, 
Malcolm and Ellen catechism in hand, and recite 
included 200 acres with the by heart the answers to the 
house, a shop, a barn, a questions assigned the 
carriage and a sleigh, and previous Sunday. No 
four carts. The farm faltering was accepted. 
produced barley, oats, Instruction on the next lesson 
potatoes, hay, butter, wool, followed and a new series of 
and 30 yards of homemade answers was assigned for 
cloth. The livestock memorization. 
included 3 horses, 7 milk It was to his mother 
cows, 4 pigs and 45 sheep. Ellen that Neil had confided 
At this time, the grocery that he hoped that he was 
store was mostly in the clever enough to become a 
barn, garden and cellar. priest. It was likely not a 

Neil grew up in surprise to her, since Neil 
this rural setting before had shown a natural 
industrialization, when all spirituality early in his life, 
products were made in the Archbishop Neil MacNeil. seated, and Judge Nicholas but it may have raised Ellen's 

Meagher (standing left) with three gentlemen from Texas 
community and consumed hope to have a priest in her 
there. Every material produced had its artisan -- tanners, family. He had often spoken to her about his ambition of 
harness-makers, millers, shoemakers, weavers, spinners, visiting Rome, though he could not have imagined the 
tailors, farmers, fishermen, carpenters, etc. While many circumstances that would actually see him there years later. 
people of those times lived daily with hardships and Like many other Catholic women of her time Ellen's 
poverty, they learned to be resourceful and skillful in many highest ambition was to have at least one priest and a nun 
things. ' among her children. Her two daughters, Christianna 

Malcolm, a man of serious nature, began his adult (known as Chrissie) and Mary were later to reflect this 
life with virtually nothing but his own strength. He became desire in a lively conversation. Mary asserted that she 
a farmer, blacksmith, merchant, postmaster, and justice of would have a priest in her family before Chrissie, and 
the peace. He was strict in his Catholic beliefs, but he was Chrissie responded, with a prophetic thrust that she would 
recognized among his Protestant neighbors for his fine have the first bishop!. Her son John R., in fact, became 
character and was often consulted by others for their the fifth Bishop of Antigonish, the Rector of St. Ninian's 
personal problems. Malcolm expected his children to be Cathedral, and the subject of a biography He Loved the 
successful, and while he showed pleasure in their triumphs, Church by Peter Nearing. 
he was sparing with praise. It is likely from observing his The Hillsborough School that Neil attended was in 
father that Neil later concluded that "Catholics should not the field, close to the present road, on the land were Harold 

continued page 6 
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In his father's forge 

Porter now lives in Hillsborough. Next to it was the old 
manse. Nothing remains of these two buildings. 

.Neil received his elementary education here and 
proved himself a capable student. Education in those years 
centered around English language, classics, and 
mathematics. The curriculum tended to be academic 
dealing not at all with applied knowledge in commerce, 
work crafts, careers, or trades. 

One of Neil's school mates was Nicholas H. 
Meagher, his uncle, the younger brother of Ellen. Nicholas, 
who later became a Justice of the Supreme Court, was 
Neil's mentor in those early years, and the lives of Nicholas 
and Neil remained entwined all their lives, both as kinsmen 
and as close friends. They kept up a regular correspondence 
and these letters reveal much about these two men. The 
Meaghers lived in Brook Village where Neil visited his 
grandparents often. 

Academic success was measured in those day by 
ability to do arithmetic. Dan brought home from school a 
problem he could not solve, and he appealed to Neil. Neil 
worked over it far into the night, and Dan took it back to 
the new teacher the next day. Alexander Gillis of S.W. 
Margaree was impressed that Neil, who was not in school, 
had worked out the question. Alexander decided to test Neil 
with the brain-twister questions that were in the back of 
Gray's Arithmetic, and Neil did them all except one and 
went to Alexander for help. The teacher had to admit that 
it was the one that stumped him as well. Wrestling with it 
another evening, Neil was able to send back the answer. 

Because Neil seemed to be often silent and "in a 
shell" as a boy, taking long walks alone, his parents 
assumed that Dan (who was next in age) was brighter. 
That was why Neil, was chosen to work in the forge, and 
Dan was to work in the store. Dan was also chosen lo go lo 
college in a year. 

While the quiet son was uncomplaining and busy 
at the forge, Neil's private thoughts were in directions that 
his father did not suspect. But in this setting he was 
learning things that enabled him to repair an engine, build 
a road, draw plans for a building, do carpentry and act as an 
architect and contractor. In later life he said to a friend: 
"My father was a village smithy; St. Joseph was a village 
carpenter. I was proud to help my father shoe horses." 

From his father, Neil received a good grounding 
in iron-work and craftsmanship. Like his father, Neil had 
the physique of a blacksmith though he was not very tall. 
He was an athlete and liked to wrestle when he was a 
student at St.FX., and he retained great physical endurance 

and vigor through most of his life. He could not only excel 
at academic and administration work, but he was capable 
of taking on the work of a half dozen others at the same 
time. He was well-proportioned, with a high forehead and 
a square chin, and he had a dark complexion His manner 
was grave, kindly and thoughtful and his voice was slow 
and soft, with a Cape Breton Gaelic accent that never left 
him. He had the mannerism of closing his eyes when 
listening to someone as ifhe were asleep. Never talkative, 
he had an air of reserve characteristic of the MacNeils. 
Some of his withdrawn boyhood ways remained with him. 
and despite his many outstanding accomplishments, he 
would never have made a good master of ceremonies. He 
shunned publicity, was camera-shy, and seldom granted 
interviews. 

"At the anvil, hard by the flaming forge," says 
biographer George Boyle in Pioneer in Purple, "hammer­ 
beat to white-hot metal, he learned the discipline of 
materials and was himself disciplined by that making." He 
made and repaired tools and harnesses, he shoed virtually 
every horse owned in the neighborhood, he hammered cart 
tires of iron and fixed wagons and sleighs. He learned at the 
forge to temper abstract thinking and generalizations with 
living reality. 

He rubbed shoulders with people going about their 
everyday work. It was the beginning of his social outlook 
regarding his later life as a clergyman -- to him salvation 
could not be personal only, it had to be part and parcel of 
social progress. He was among the rare individuals who 
can be spiritual leaders and business executives at the same 
time. He said in a letter at the time of his silver jubilee in 
1929 that "There is no room in the 20th century for a 
cloistered Bishop." 

The practical work skills he learned in his father's 
forge and in living a pioneer life were valuable to him 
everywhere he went. The story is told of him that he was 
once travelling on a train that became stalled. Repairs were 
attempted in the cross-roads blacksmith shop, the 
passengers looking on. The attempt failed, and Neil 
removed his priest's vestments, rolled up his sleeves, set to 
work and made the repairs fast and sure. "Never try to weld 
steel on steel, " he advised. "Always steel on iron." 

However, he did have chronic digestive problems 
that sometimes made it difficult for him to eat and this 
physical weakness cost him dearly in his strenuous life, 
especially in Newfoundland. 

Malcolm was not immediately convinced when the 
teacher, Alexander Gillis, started pressuring Malcolm to 
send Neil to college as well as Dan. The expense of two in 
college was more than Malcolm could easily manage and 
continued next page 
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