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The Inverness County Winter Events brochures 
have been printed. Watch for them soon in your community! 

Volunteer Week 1995 is April 23-29. The 
Municipality will again honour volunteers during that week. 
Watch for details on nominating a volunteer in the 
January/February issue of Partici-Paper. 

· We are now making plans for our Recreation and 
Continuing Education programs for Spring 1995. On site 
registration for the Spring session will take place February 13 
to the 17th. Contact us with your program ideas. 

Francene Gillis of Port Hood has been hired as 
part-time coordinator for the Inverness County Adult 
Tutoring Network. The network is funded through the Nova 
Scotia Literacy Section of the Department of Education. 
Francene would like to hear from anyone in the county who 
may be interested in becoming involved in literacy. Check 
this issue of Partici-Paper for more information. 

We would like to remind. the residents of Inverness 
County that where possible, the Recreation/Tourism 
Department's purpose is to enhance and develop culture, 
recreation, tourism and adult 'education opportunities in 
Inverness County. We would appreciate hearing from 
groups or individuals interested in a meeting with the 
Department, or in learning more about Department activities. 

We would also like to remind Inverness County 
residents of our weekly Recreation Report every 
Thursday on radio. Air time is 9:40 am on CJFX and 3:15 

• pm on CIGO. If you or your organization have any upcoming 
events you would like promoted on the radio, notices should 
reach the office not later than Wednesday afternoon. 

We would love to hear from you! Call, 
drop by· our office at the Municipal Building in Port Hood, 
or write to us! Inverness County Recreation/ Tourism, P.O. 
Box 179, Port Hood, Nova Scotia, BOE 2WO. Phone: 787­ 
2274 (ext. 110,1 ll, 112) or FAX: 787-3110. 
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And there is a 
Christmas corner ­ 

Craft making ­ 
simply a labour af love 

"There is nothing more relaxing than to sit on the rocker with 
the tree lights on, Christmas music in the background, while you 
daydream of all the things you created It is when you see 
people's reactions to what you have made that you really feel 
good inside. You really cannot put a dollar value on a 
homemade gift. The hours that go into it - there is no price 
tag on it." - Glenda Campbell 

by Francene Gillis 

Walking into the finished basement of Glenda Campbell's Port 
Hood home is like walking into a gift shop. On the walls are intricate 
string art designs, hooked wall hangings, ceramic plates, and various 
wreaths. Nestled on shelves and tables, and under shelves and tables, 
are ceramic ornaments, plastic canvas figurines, dried and fabric 
flower arrangements, vases, pitchers, candle holders, Blue Mountain 
pottery, jugs, and place mats. That is just the downstairs! 

Upstairs are three exquisite lamps finished in mother-of-pearl. 
Her brother and sister-in-law were in the ceramic business in Orleans, 
Ontario, and while there on vacation, Glenda decided she wanted to 
work on the lamps. Glenda's brother poured the lamp in three sections 
and Glenda did the painting. On the base are angels or cherubs and the 
top is shaped like a candy dish. 

Glenda Campbell, the daughter of Jean and the late Dan 
Campbell, has been making crafts since she was a child living in 
Malartic, Quebec "In Quebec our winters were long and cold and there 
was plenty of time to sit around in the evenings and knit or crochet. I 
liked to keep my hands busy. I had an advantage," Glenda explained, 
"because my mother taught me and she was very talented in knitting 
and crocheting. She showed me how to knit mittens and scarves and 
socks, and when I was older, I knitted many sweaters as gifts." Glenda's 
family moved to Port Hood in 1974 and Glenda's love for crafts 
remained, influencing many people who have come to know her. 

"When you give homemade gifts, " she explained, "and you 
see how people appreciate them, it makes you feel good. When you 
have a craft talent, why not make your own crafts? 

"My philosophy is to not throw anything away because it could 
be used in a craft. I don't like things to go to waste. I get many of my 
ideas by looking through magazines. I have a filing cabinet full of 
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Christmas Crafts, continued 
magazines and craft books. I like to browse in craft stores, but it is tough 
to find what you want around here." 

A few years ago, her father started working on a hooked rug of 
a rocking chair and Glenda ended up finishing it. The Church rug she 
hooked in 1981 is an example of her own creative design. The rug is five 
feet by ten feet and she worked on it for over three months with some 
help. She has also hooked a rug depicting St. Peter's Church. 

Like many craftspeople, she enjoys moving from one project to 
another and from one medium IQ another. She finds her craft work most 
enjoyable when she is doing a project simply because she wants to do it. 
Some of that enjoyment is lost on an ordered item. Many craftspeople 
echo that same feeling. A true craftsperson enjoys making a craft simply 
for the reward of seeing the finished project, after hours and hours of 
creation. 

There is a spare bedroom in Glenda's house, meant for overnight 
guests. In the bureau, which is supposed to hold clothes, are crochet 
cotton, yarn, plastic canvas supplies, a glue gun, miniatures, ribbon, bells 
etc. The closet contains everything from stryofoam balls to chenille 
bumps, to pipe cleaners, to bead supplies. 

And there is a Christmas comer. The homemade ornaments each 
have a unique design or character. Many are made from the least likely 
materials. There are clear plastic pop bottles, cut and glued to cardboard, 
and filled with lovely miniature Christmas scenes. A hanging ornament 
Glenda made reveals plastic coffee creamers arranged in a circle and 
attached to a large styrofoam ball with pins and sequins. On the outside 
rims of the creamers she glued blue glitter. " I made a Mr. and Mrs. 
Santa out of three Readers Digest books each," she explained." I folded 
the pages a certain way, painted them red and then dressed the books up 
with heads, aprons and arms. Other ideas I sifted from magazines 
included making bells out of crochet cotton, covering old satin balls with Glenda Campbell 
crocheted cotton, and making quilted looking balls. I made plaid ribbon 
angels, and out of baby food jars I made elves which also serve as 
Christmas candy dishes." 

Glenda's Christmas tree has become a personal and unique creation. "I started making ornaments for the Christmas tree 
and came to the point where everything on the tree was homemade. It took at least a couple of years.The first ornaments I made 
were out of loopy chenille bumps which I made into small wreaths for the tree. Then I got into larger wreaths for the windows 
and doors. Knitting and crocheting bells was probably next as was making pine cone wreaths. I made pompons as little balls and 
snowmen out of yarn. Bead work was my next interest. I made wreaths, and bells shaped with lace, candy canes, Christmas trees, 
angels, snowflakes, and icicles. I made flowers out of covered wire and fabric. I am presently working in plastic canvas. I 
completed some figurines, and mice, kitten and teddy bear tree trimmers. Every evening I am working on some craft project. I like 
working on something that allows me to watch television and spend time with my mother. There are all kinds of things a person 
can make. 

''I am proud of all my crafts," Glenda said. "Perhaps it should not be like that, but you get enjoyment out of it - seeing 
something being created and being able to complete it. The greatest satisfaction came with the lamps. A bedspread I made also 
brought tremendous joy although it was frustrating when I had to rip half of it out because the pattern was not working out! My 
mother always said if you are going' to do something you may as well do it the right way. 

"Making crafts releases tension. There is nothing more relaxing than to sit on the rocker with the tree lights on, Christmas 
music in the background, while you daydream of all the things you created. It is when you see people's reactions to what you have 
made that you really feel good inside. You really cannot put a dollar value on a homemade gift. The hours that go into it - there is 
no price tag on it. People do not always realize the time involved, and the size of a finished project is not indicative of the work. 
One beaded boot I made took me seven hours. Sometimes I wonder if I have more time than brains. It may have taken years to make 
the ornaments for the tree, but making crafts is simply a labour of love!" 

See the back cover. Glenda's Christmas Craft tree 
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"A Hose in November" is 
one of those books that 
you piok up and oan't 
put down. You want to 
read on and on because 
there Is so ruoh 
courage there. it is 
going to be a book 
treasured for a long 
time.• 
'- Bob MacEachem 
(from a recent CIGO interview 
with Francene Gillis) 

col Ro» 

Stories of 
overcoming adversity 

and following your dreams 

review by Mary Anne Ducharme 
When misfortune sits on our 

own doorstep or visits our neighbours 
who are good people, we can't 
understand why. The suffering is clearly 
not deserved. The seventeen personal 
stories in A Rose in November are 
about people who have suffered, but 
this book contains a powerful antidote 
for pessimism. Francene Gillis 
interviewed our neighbours for this 
collection, and they share much in 
common with us. They go on. Along 
the way these people find a tough 
strength to tackle whatever each day 
demands. Reading their stories is an 
affirmation that there is something 
deeply fine about being just exactly who 
we are. 

A regular contributor to county 
publications, Francene Gillis of Port 

Hood has been publishing personal 
interviews in The Oran for several 
years, and this proved to be a popular 
feature. Out of these profiles came the 
idea for her first book. However, many 
of the stories in A Rose in November 
have never before appeared in print. 

In the collection we meet 
people who followed their dreams. 
There-is ninety-three year old John van 
Zutphen (senior) who is possibly the 
oldest living Dutch immigrant in the 
Maritimes. We have a personal chat 
with John Allen Cameron, and with 
Kaye Rankin, the mother of The 
Rankin Family; we meet Laurie 
Cranton, a young man who was 
paralyzed in a forestry accident; we 
meet Mary MacLennan, born without 
arms. We read about the ten orphaned 
children of John Andrew and Sadie 
MacDonald who both died in an auto 
accident a few days before Christmas. 
We may think, in theory, that we 
understand what people go through in 
their struggle with adversity, but this 
book gives us the particulars in the 
words of people who can offer us 
insights in how to cope with our own 
afflictions. 

While many friends and co­ 
workers encouraged the development 
of A Rose in November, Francene was 
resolute about maintaining control over 
this work, from the choice of cover 
design and textual format and 
appearance, to the actual publication. 
She wanted the stories told with a 
blend of first person oral reminiscense 
and her particular reactions to the 
people and the stories. She considered 
the long months of writing, re-writing 
and refining the concept and mechanical 
aspects of the book a labour of love. 

Francene formed her own 
company called Daily Bread Publishing, 

"A Rose In November Is a true 
weaving togother of life's most 
Important elements-- faith, love 
and determination. 
-Kaye !senor, Port Hastings 

and A Rose in November became its 
first project. Even though she 
recognizes the financial risk, she takes 
on the publishing tasks of promotion, 
marketing, distributing, and 
bookkeeping. 

Hard, practical experience is 
the ultimate whetstone for. writers and 
publishers both, and there is a great deal 
to learn. Responses from those who 
'have read the book have been 
congratulatory, but it remains to be seen 
if Francene's risks and accomplishments 
with this book will be rewarded in a 
business sense. Francene is aiming at 
the genre of inspirational/ positive­ 
thinking publication in Cape Breton, a 
venture that seems to have the 
advantages of readership potential, and 
a made-to-order platform for her 
absorption with human interest stories. 

This is a book worth reading; 
Francene Gillis is an author who 
respects and cares for the people in its 
pages; and A Rose in November is a 
handsome volume for gift-giving at 
Christmas or any time of the year. 

Reading {the stories} 
reveals why you desire 

. to touoh the life-giving 
elements In the world 
around us rather than 
dwelling on darkness." 
-from a letter by Anne Gunn, Orangedale 

"After reading this book, I could 
see that faith in oneself and 
determination oan overoome any 
challenge. I thoroughly enjoyed it." 
- Maureen Boyle, Port Hawkesbury 
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