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Cabot Trail 
booklet 

'the project of 
the future' 

The 60th anniversary of the 
Cabot Trail was marked by a 
series of events including the recent 
launching of a 36 page booklet at 
Trois Pignons in Cheticamp. 

"For sixty years," explains the 
Preface of the booklet, "the Cabot 
Trail, in northern Cape Breton, has 
captivated, challenged and charmed 
residents and visitors alike ... [this 
booklet) "celebrates the special 
resources preserved and presented 
along its 300 kilometres: the rich 
human history and community 
traditions, marvellous achievements 
in the fields of engineering, science, 
transportation and technology· and, 
of course, its spectacular vistas on 
world class coastal and headlands 
geography." 

"The Cabot Trail 1932-1992 is an 
example of what can be 
accomplished in a short time 
through agencies working together," 
commented host for the launching, 
Daniel Aucoin. His words were 
supported by Recreation Director 
for Victoria County, Tom Wilson, 
who described it as "the project of . 
the future." Nicki Tompkins, 
Councillor for Inverness County, 
felt that this approach to tourism 
publication makes sense because of 
shared financial responsibility and 
combined human resources. The 
booklet, with a press run of 20,000 
will be made widely available to 
tourists. 
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The cover photo of the booklet was provided courtesy of Mme. T. Timmons 
and Owen Fitzgerald Photography 

The text of the booklet, written and 
edited by Terry Maclean and Judy 
Mc Master, was based on research 
in other publications, and 
interviews with numerous 
individuals during the past summer. 
The photographs were from public 
and private collections. 

"New generations will find new 
meanings in the natural and human 
history of the Cabot Trail," the 
booklet concludes, "as traditional 

research continues and new 
methods of inquiry by, natural 
scientists, social scientists, and 
business are applied to modem 
problems and opportunities such as 
are inherent in tourism. This will 
be especially true if their work 
reaches the general public and 
further stimulates environmental 
awareness and conservation, as 
necessary attempts are made to 
strengthen the economy by 
cxtending the tourist season." 

Cooperating in the project, which 
was begun in April, were: the 
University College of Cape Breton, 
Les Amis du Plein Air, 
Environment Canada Parks Service , 
Invemess and Victoria Counties 
and Enterprise Cape Breton. 

See page three 
for more photos 
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New UCCB President has background 
of continuing education 

by Mary Anne Ducharme 

Hope for a more positive era at 
UCCB, and high expectations greet 
Dr. Jacquelyn Thayer Scott, the 
new president of The University 
College of Cape Breton. She 
arrived on November 2 to prepare 
for her new job, and will begin full­ 
time in January. 

She is president of the Canadian 
Association for University 
Continuing Education, and 
formerly the director of continuing 
education at the University of 
Toronto. 

Ms. Scott is perceived as the "team 
builder" who will "heal the 
wounds" of a very troubled year. 
Financial troubles resulted in the 
resignation of Peter Hill, there was 
dissention and low morale among 
students and staff, and there was 
controversy over the sexual assault 
of a student. To make matters 
worse, in a Maclean's magazine 
review of universities last year, 
UCCB finished last among the 18 
undergraduate universities. While 
there are complaints about the 
methodology and validity of the 
rankings, the effect of the bad 
press was painful. 

A fresh start with a new president 
in 1993 is a welcome prospect, 
and many hope that she will have 
the strength, vision, and the 
support of the university and the 
Island to make needed changes. 

Inverness County has a system of 
adult education, and many here 
will be eager to know the 
perspectives of Ms. Scott. The 
County has begun to coordinate 
with UCCB in expanding our 
offerings, but there are unresolved 
issues. The need is for affordable 
continuing education courses that 
reflect the needs and desires in the 
rural communities. We have the 
example of Dr. Moses Coady and 
Dr. Jimmy Tompkins and the 
Antigonish Movement, but the 
methods of the 1930's and 40's are 
not the methods to meet situations 
and issues of our own times. New 
solutions need to be found. 

The perception of some is that 
UCCB belongs to all Islanders and 
that it could do more to reach out ­ 
-- tO bring the university to the 

rural people at a distance from the 
campus. Conventional 
undergraduate course choices and 
teaching methods are not always 
the answer. For these, the focus is 
most often on the instructor and on 
administrative convenience, not on 
the real needs of learners. 

For many rural Inverness County 
adults who have potential interest 
in university level study, the campus 
is too far away for evening studies, 
and unaccessible in terms of time 
from day work. Many here would 
like to see more local classes, both 
academic and non-credit, taught by 
qualified local people -- as well as 
university staff. There are some 
people in the communities who are 
working and have families who 
would greatly appreciate an option 
of "flexi-time" arrangements for 
courses. There are groups who 
would like to see more community­ 
centred studies to give us the tools 
to develop rural potentials both 
economically and socially. 

There is also an unexplored area of 
learner-directed study options in 
which the university could play an 
integral partnership role. 
Embracing electronic media, such 

as educational video and audio 
tapes as · well as interactive 
television and computer links could 
help make distance education more 
administratively feasible. 

The approach of spreading campus 
staff thinly over the Island, as a 
secondary activity after regular 
classroom duties, is severely 
limiting. Making courses 
dependent on campus library 
resources is impractical for the 
learner in rural areas, and there are 
very few community libraries. For 
the college to depend on already 
heavily burdened volunteers to 
recruit the minimum of ten "paying" 
students for a course -- which only 
five really want in a small rural 
community-- is frustrating 
administratively and for the 
learners. 

Perhaps there needs to be a better 
understanding of what the learners 
want, and a greater flexibility in 
allowing individual learners to 
direct the style and content of 
their own learning. What an adult 
learner needs is a guide; a 
structure; a means of gaining 
perspectives; tools, contacts, and 
materials; a means of self- 

evaluation and objective evaluation; 
-- and encouragement. Adult 
learner involvement and a degree 
of control in all the steps of 
planning are essential because the 
learner knows best what he wants 
to learn, even if he is uncertain how 
to best learn it. 

These elements do not necessarily 
require a set block of time in a 
specific room with a lecturer once 
or twice a week. -- in fact, in 
distance education, such 
requirements are detrimental and 
limiting. The whole Island could 
be the extension of the UCCB 
campus, and the univsersity could 
be rich in community contacts in a 
broad, unlimited range of Islander 

Are there new and different 
methods of 

distance education 
to help the university 
build bridges for the 

people in the community? 

continued page 7 
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FUNDRAISER FOR PRESCHOOLERS 

Acadian Centre, Cheticamp 
Saturday, November 21 

10 am to 3 pm 
$1.00 admission 

AA YNITA 
wlll make an appearance 

In the afternoon 

,-·----. l~ A!d 

KIRK?? 
EDITOR 

Mary Anne Ducharme 
R.R.#2 Whycocomagh 
Nova Scotia, BOE 3MO 
Telephone:945-2982 

We welcome articles 
photos, letters 

Published by the 
Inverness County 

Recreation/ Tourism 
Department 
Box 179, 

Municipal Building 
Port Hood, Nova Scotia 

BOE 2WO 
Telephone: 787-2274 

SUBSCRIPTIONS: 
Contact the Department 

Printed by 
The Plctou Advocate 



Daniel Aucoin, host of the 
launching of the booklet The Cabot 
Trail, 1932-1992 on October 15 at 
Trois Pignons. Les Amis du Plein 
initiated the project with 
Environment Canada Parks 
Service. 
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The writers of the booklet, Judy 
McMaster and Terry MacLean. 
Mr. MacLean worked to produce 
the booklet in cooperation with the 
Univeristy College of Cape Breton's 
Office of Research and 
Development . 

Ttl[r, it ­ 

The colourful banner was designed and painted by Kenneth Ly wood of West 
Lake Ainslie who combined Acadian and Scottish symbols to commemorate 
the 60th anniversary of the Cabot Trail. 
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Trois Pignons displayed dozens of vintage photographs of the Cabot Trail, 
many of them copied or donated from private collections of residents in the 
area. The special cake was donated by the Cheticamp IGA. 

. / 

Rosie Aucoin-Grace, a freelance 
researcher, who lives in St. Joseph 
du Moine, worked with Les Amis 
du Plein Air on a Cultural Events 
Committee. She conducted a 
number of the interviews done for 
the project. 

Autumn sunlight and shadow sweep across the rugged mountains north of 
Cheticamp, a time of extrordinary beauty before the advent of winter. 

Richard Ducharme photos 

This painting by artist Peter Rankin of 
Mabou Mines Lr titled Cheticamp 1914 
and is based on a photo from Owen 
Fitzgerald's collection called Cape Breton, 
A Changing Scene. It Lr of the main 
street, and some of the buildings in the 
painting are still part of the streetscape of 
Cheticamp. Those who attended the 
launching of the Cabot Trail booklet 
greatly admired the detail and colours of 
the work. Peter has a passion for the 
scenes and people he has always known 
and loved in Inverness County, and he 
particulary enjoys /zist.oric subjects. He 
considers this painting a part of a series 
for a future exhibition. Peter doesn't find 
that painting "full time" is the way he 
wants to approach his art. He feels he 
needs the involvement with people in his 
community, and his work as a fisherman 
to provide him with inspiration. He also 
tries to juggle a balance between 
commission work and the exploration of 
personal vision and creativity. 

Carol Aucoin, age 7, with her 
light, intricate stepdancing, 
charmed her audience. 

Singer Adrian Aucoin performed a 
song called "A Place Called 
Home," specially written by Rosie 
Grace to celebrate this anniversary 
of the Trail. Also providing 
excellent entertainment for the 
occasion were singers Sylvia 
Lelievre, and Gerard Lelievre witth 
Donnie LeBlam: on fiddle, and 
Andrew Poirier on guitar. 


