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Cabot Trail
booklet
'the project of
the future'

The 60th anniversary of the
Cabot Trail was marked by a
series of events including the recent
launching of a 36 page booklet at
Trois Pignons in Cheticamp.

"For sixty years," explains the
Preface of the booklet, "the Cabot
Trail, in northern Cape Breton, has
captivated, challenged and charmed
residents and visitors alike . . . [this
booklet] "celebrates the special
resources preserved and presented
along its 300 kilometres: the rich
human history and community
traditions, marvellous achievements
in the fields of engineering, science,
transportation and technology and,
of course, its spectacular vistas on
world class coastal and headlands

geography."

"The Cabot Trail 1932-1992 is an
example of what can be
accomplished in a short time
through agencies working together,"
commented host for the launching,
Daniel Aucoin. His words were
supported by Recreation Director
for Victoria County, Tom Wilson,
who described it as "the project of |
the future.” Nicki Tompkins,
Councillor for Inverness County,
felt that this approach to tourism
publication makes sense because of
shared financial responsibility and
combined human resources. The
booklet, with a press run of 20,000
will be made widely available to
tourists.
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The text of the booklet, written and
edited by Terry Maclean and Judy
McMaster, was based on research
in other publications, and
interviews with numerous
individuals during the past summer.
The photographs were from public
and private collections.

"New generations will find new
meanings in the natural and human
history of the Cabot Trail," the
booklet concludes, "as traditional
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research continues and new
methods of inquiry by natural
scientists, social scientists, and
business are applied to modern
problems and opportunities such as
are inherent in tourism. This will
be especially true if their work
reaches the general public and
further stimulates environmental
awareness and conservation, as
necessary attempts are made to
strengthen  the  economy by
extending the tourist season.”
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Cooperating in the project, which
was begun in Aprl, were: the
University College of Cape Breton,
Les Amis du Plein Air,
Environment Canada Parks Service,
Inverness and Victoria Counties
and Enterprise Cape Breton.

See page three
for more photos
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New UCCB President bas background
of continuing education

by Mary Anne Ducharme

Hope for a more positive era at
UCCB, and high expectations greet
Dr. Jacquelyn Thayer Scott, the
new president of The University
College of Cape Breton. She
arrived on November 2 to prepare
for her new job, and will begin full-
time in January.

She is president of the Canadian
Association  for University
Continuing Education, and
formerly the director of continuing
education at the University of
Toronto.

Ms. Scott is perceived as the "team
builder" who will "heal the
wounds" of a very troubled year.
Financial troubles resulted in the
resignation of Peter Hill, there was
dissention and low morale among
students and staff, and there was
controversy over the sexual assault
of a student. To make matters
worse, in a Maclean's magazine
review of universities last year,
UCCB finished last among the 18
undergraduate universities. While
there are complaints about the
methodology and validity of the
rankings, the effect of the bad
press was painful.

A fresh start with a new president
in 1993 is a welcome prospect,
and many hope that she will have
the strength, vision, and the
support of the university and the
Island to make needed changes.

Inverness County has a system of
adult education, and many here
will be eager to know  the
perspectives of Ms. Scott. The
County has begun to coordinate
with UCCB in expanding our
offerings, but there are unresolved
issues. The need is for affordable
continuing education courses that
reflect the needs and desires in the
rural communitiecs. We have the
example of Dr. Moses Coady and
Dr. Jimmy Tompkins and the
Antigonish Movement, but the
methods of the 1930's and 40's are
not the methods to meet situations
and issues of our own times. New
solutions need to be found.

The perception of some is that

rural people at a distance from the
campus. Conventional
undergraduate course choices and
teaching methods are not always
the answer. For these, the focus is
most often on the instructor and on
administrative convenience, not on
the real needs of learners.

For many rural Inverness County
adults who have ' potential interest
in university level study, the campus
is too far away for evening studies,
and unaccessible in terms of time
from day work. Many here would
like to see more local classes, both

academic and non-credit, taught by

qualified local people -- as well as
university staff. There are some
people in the communities who are
working and have families who
would greatly appreciate an option
of "flexi-time" arrangements for
courses. There are groups who
would like to see more community-
centred studies to give us the tools
to develop rural potentials both
economically and socially.

There is also an unexplored area of
learner-directed study options in
which the university could play an
integral partnership role.
Embracing electronic media, such

as educational video and audio
tapes as well as interactive
television and computer links could
help make distance education more
administratively feasible.

The approach of spreading campus
staff thinly over the Island, as a
secondary activity after regular
classroom duties, is severely
limiting. Making courses
dependent on  campus library
resources is impractical for the
learner in rural areas, and there are
very few community libraries. For
the college to depend on already
heavily burdened volunteers to
recruit the minimum of ten "paying"
students for a course -- which only
five really want in a small rural
community-- is frustrating
administratively and for the
learners.

Perhaps there needs to be a better
understanding of what the learners
want, and a greater flexibility in
allowing individual learners to
direct the style and content of
their own learning. What an adult
learner needs is a guide; a
structure; a means of gaining
perspectives; tools, contacts, and
materials; a means of  self-
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evaluation and objective evaluation;
-- and encouragement. Adult
learner involvement and a degree
of control in all the steps of
planning are essential because the
learner knows best what he wants
to learn, even if he is uncertain how
to best learn it.

These elements do not necessarily
require a set block of time in a
specific room with a lecturer once
or twice a week. -- in fact, in
distance education, such
requirements are detrimental and
limiting. The whole Island could
be the extension of the UCCB
campus, and the univsersity could
be rich in community contacts in a
broad, unlimited range of Islander

Are there new and different
methods of
distance education
to help the university
build bridges for the
people in the community?
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