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ot Duncan.
and Duncan.

- ’ IRy j j 'S Hilda MacDonaid (at the pack left.standing
; noto of good quality, this group picture shou.s ! M (at ;
A ; mrel goo Wj'wg;‘amﬂv members who pioneered the woolen miil industry in Glendyer. In the nr_;r row
3bout ri }n) is Marjc;n (a sister who came with Donaid MacLean MacDonald to breg}c groy{)d Tor the
ujg tjc\,/‘an%v the wife of Donald MacLean; and their daughter Jessie. The smali boy is David. the son
m] ; Y ?

ind hi jelli 5. (SKi Walter (Hilda's rather).
e w behind him are Neilie, and the brothers D.S. (::Amner).,. ' ( ;
In;: fs?L.MacDougau in his HISTORY OF INVERNESS COUNTY: "It is do_ubt_ful u,zs{t any omi
tamiiy ever pac}fed more public service into a short life than did this ifacDonald family of Giendyver.
amily ;

103 on November &: HA PPY BIRTHDAY MISS HILDA!

On November 9. 1889. Hiida wa_ts %)::ai;o
Annabel (Cameron) and Waiter Mat_:‘d mm;
and it was not suspected That tnis cm 3 43
in her nome in a quiet Cape Breton gam;
wouid lead such an adventu?::inat L
surprising iife. Nor did anyone realsl s
1988 she would pe celebrating 103 2 S
the cidest surviving person from the zehon
area. "ifiss Hilda' wouid never tolera 3

maudiin nonsense about her birthdays, out
sne is fond of saying that she was born the
same vear as the Canadian Pacific Railroad.

_Hiida 1s the daughter of Waiter MacDonaid,
one of the two brothers who ran the

'Giendver Woolen iMiiis atter the death of her
Grandfatner. Donald iMacLean MacDonald,
“The Dyer.” was the man who began the first,

and for many years, the oniv Woolen #iit in
Cape Breton.

She isnow a ‘paying guest’ in a private home
in Woiiville, stiil a snappy daresser; stili a
bottomiess weil ot interest in ali Inings and
peopie, great and smali: stiii very much in

_touch with the names, ages, interests or

continued page two
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nelces. nephews. cousins, Nelgnbours, iriends
ana  tneir cnildren  ana  cnlidaren s
chirdren. Savs Betty Jane Cameron, a cousin:

she nas always nad the capacity (o walk
Ity a roor I1ull of people: and in a reyw
minuess KNOW more apout them than most
people would tearu in a lifetime. But she is
strictiy unsentimental. tnough concerned \n
nerapproacn 1o people. anaadweris mucn more
1N the noaern rather than the past.

"Kow when people Visit her, they Know they
have to mentaily prepare a aeraiiea litany ot
the “Jatest news. ' even though sne usuaily
Is apead or tnem ana is quite well apprisea.
But she enjoys listening to dirrering points
of view and has retained a keen sense of
numor. Sne is thriiied to see young people, is
an avia reader of tne ORAN, and remains a
Wity conversationallst. She nasalso carried
on a remarkaoly wide correspondance that
spans qontinents.

Her room 1is {frequently decoratea with
rowers.for sne nas had a lifetiine passion ror
gardening, tnhough now she must enjoy Tne
blooIins or other people's gardens and not her
own.

This love of gardening was one of the many
tnemes oI ner lile and she came by tnis iove
in a very natural way. Her grandmotner.
Nancy., tne wite of Donaid wMacLean
MacDonala, 'The Dyer.” would get up ar 4 am
ro garden for an hour or two betore her pusy
aay. Nancy never went away without
pringing back plant slips. and part oi her
rlendyer f(egacy to Hilda was a splendid
flower garden in which phlox and other
Itowers, bothrare and common. were a delignt
to all who passed hy. To this aay Hilda wants
to Know the name of every plant and fiower
tnat she sees.

BUT To cnaracrerize  “Miss Hiigaa =s a mel"e
DOTANIST Would be Juissing tne point. Sne 1S
interested in nearity everyining that colaes
INLo her scan: literature, nistory, music, art,
wiidiire=—especially biras. but above ali else
sne was. and 1s a socializer. iany iocal
people nave vivida rmemories of Hilda. mostiy
artecrionate. sometlmes witn tiny personal
STINgS atcacned. ror she nas a very swong
personatity tnat aoes not ieave mucn room
[or neutrair teelings.

Hitda recieved part of ner eariy education at
Hitlsnorougn Schooi. and part or it with
private instruction.

Her motner died when she was only 16 years
old. ana Hilda remembers very cieariy the two
nurses that fooked arter per motner perore
ner acatn. Tneiriniluence on Hiiaa was voth
aeep and permmanent, ror upon graduation
Irom Hillsnorough School. sne enrolied 4t the
Ladies Coilege in Halifax for nursing. In
1Y10. she began Inore intensive training in
tne rresoyterian Hospital in New York City,
(now called vthe Presbyterian Columbia
Hospital).

Her dream was to go to Labrador to tne
Grentell Mission, but ner rather, and rate
intervened. Watter was against her Grentell
zeal, fearing that she would contract
tubercutosis wnich was very prevalent in
that area. Wnen Worid War I broke out, she
declded to serve as a nursing sister, thougn
she nad very litttle idea of the realities of
war, or the aanger tnat she would risx. But
tne girl 1rom a quiert littie glen in Cape
Breton was not easiiy deterred when -she
maae up her mind.to anything.

She was tirst sent to Lord Astor’s Estate near
Maidenhead, which had been converted to a

Red (ross nospital. Like the young men who
were her patients. Hitda Jearned that the
experience of war was not what sne expecr'ed,
When she served at casualty clearing
stations in Belgium and France, near enougn
to the rront to near the bombs. she' was In
very real danger 1or long periods of time, but
sne‘spent very littie time thinking of nerseif:
like the other nurses. she was 1ar too busy
giving soidlers medical help and malcln_g them
as comiortable as possiple to do anytning out
take what came in stride. There was no sobn
srutt around, ' she commented. "You couldn t
sit down and nold people's nana and pity
them. You pitied them by aoing things 1or
them. . . . In civilian lite people complain
about so littie. ... (the soidiers) bore it very
pravely ...there was wonderful I‘ellowsmpj“

Hilaa doesn 't iike reminiscing about tne war
because she teels that many who were in cqe
war really dian t know a great deal about 1L,
Just their own part, their own tipy pgace.
Also, she I'eels tnat peopie s memories of war
pecome overdrawn in time and that the
nurses did not do anything spectacular or
dramatic, not any more than a inother 1is
neroic in taking care of her family rrom aay
1o aay.

When Hiiga is askea about ner decoration—-
sne was presented with the Royal Ked Cross
by King George V at Buckingham Palace——
she does not dwell on it, ciaiming that The
only thing she did to deserve it was being
there.

Atter the war, Hiida spent severai yvears in
Northern Sasketchewan and Ailperta as a
pubiic healith nurse, and was later appointed
asnurse at the Normal College in Truro whnere
She aiso raugnt nealith courses.

by Mary Anne Ducharme

A tranquil memory of times past . .

Tranquility has returned to Glendver after
Years of bustiing industrial activity. This
building, near the site ot the Woolen iill
which opened in 1883. is part of the builr
heritage that remains of an important era in
Inverness County history. The house once
belonging to "The Dyer" is stiil standing, as

well as the house in which Hilda MacDonald
lived for many vears. Nothing remains of the
Woolen ifill structure, though materials from
it have been used in newer buildings. There
is a model of the Woolen 3ill in the Museum
of Cape Breton Heritage in North Fast
sMargaree.
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