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Ar.are pnot-o or good qualit,\·, r.his group pictur_e shows Hilda MacDonald (at the back Jett, standing 
about J 900, with t'amil,Y members who pionee1·ed 'the woolen mill industry in Glendyer. In the fJrst row 
(Jett to right) Js Marion -(a sister who CaJJ1e with Dona1_d Maclean IvfacDonald to break ground tor the 

mills)· Nan-cv, -the wif'e of.Donald Maclean; and their-daughter.Jessie. The small boy js David, r:he son 
·,ot'Du.::ic.an. in ,tile row behind ilim are Neilie, and .the brothers D.S. ($kinner), Waiter (Hi~da 's t'ather), 
and Duncan. Says .J.L.MacDougall in his HISTORY OF INVERNESS COUNTY: "It is do~br~·u~ -~8__ t 811}' 011~

1 family ·ever pacKed .more pubi1:c .service Hi-vo .a_ -slwrt l1te tnan -d1,d .this MacDonald ram1i,Y of Gi~nd_yer. 

103 on November 9: HAPPY BIRTHDA y .MI-SS 'HILDA! 
on N·crvember .9, i 885, HHda w~s .oorn ~o 
:\nnabe1 (Gamer-0nJ and. Waner ,-.iadJon:afd, 
~d iit was not suspected that 1:his ctu!d, oorn 
in ner nome in a quiet _Gape Bret:on gien, 
wouid lead such an adventurous and 

. ·if Nor did anyone reaiize that 1n surprismg n e.: '· . · • :.- ars as 
1988 she wou!d oe celeb.rann.g w~ ye_ . 

_ . . .... 0m we Maoou the otdest surv1vmg person .u . v 
area .. "'J.fiss HUda ., wouid. never tolerate an. 

maudii.n nonsense a'0-0u1 ner btrt-hcta:--s. ,b;u,t 
she is i:Ond of sayirrl'g it.Mat sne was born tne 
same year as the c·auadi.an f'.aic'i.fi-c .Rai!r.oa-d. 

.Hiioa 1s u1e daQJ,gbter oit' Waue,r }\JaccDonai'd, 
one of the two brothers who ran tne 

1(;.ten-d,.ve:ir lfooll:en MiHs a['ter it,h,e deat.h,1of it;ia­ 
Gran:ct.t'atl\er. Donaiid 1IacLean :v1a1::Donai<1, 
"The Dyer." was the man wno began t.ine first, 

and for many years, t.he <0.nJ.y Woolen ivli.H in 
Gape Bret.on. 

Sine is now :a '•pay1ng-guest·' in :8.J)l"iVat:e nome 
in Wo!f~1ll!e, stiH a snappy dressel'; still a 
..bottomtes-s weii -or interest in ali tnings and 
peo3)i<e, great and smaH.; stiH very much 1n 

. touch With the names, a~-es, interests or 

..... __ _ .. . __ . contnm.ed p~ge two 
. . 
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neices.nepnets,cousins, neignnours.1riends 
:1.11\l rneir 1:ni1are11 ann cnilaren s 

enirdren. Says Betty Jane Camero, a cousin: 
she nas always nat tne capacity to wt 
into a room ful1 of people and in a te 
Iainutes now more about tnei than most 
people wouta tear in a tretime. imt she 1s 
strictly unsentimental, tnou;gn concerned tr 
her approac:11 to peopie. ano O\\ e11s much n1ore 
1n cne nt0nern rnthl't' man tne past. 

ow wnen people visit her. they row tiev 
nave to mentally prepare a aeraiiea litany or 
the "iatest news.' even though sne usually 
is ahead or tnem ann is qui1:e welt apprise~. 
But she enjoys 1lsten1ng to ciirr'l-'ring poims 
ot' \'le\r and has retai11ed a i-een sense ot 
humor. $ne is thrilled to see young people, is 
an a,•id reader oi' tne ORA!,. and remains a 
witty com·ersationallst. She nas also carried 
on a remarKabJ~• \ride correspondance that 
spans qoncrnents. 

Her room is frequenll~· decoratea with 
rto1.rers.-for she has had a lit'~tirne passion r'or 
gardenrng, tnuugh now she must enjoy r.he 
blooms or otJ1er people's gardens and not her 
own. 

This 10\·e ot gardening was on·e ot tne manv 
tnemes ot net· lire ana she came b~· tnis Jov~ 
in a ver~' nauuaJ \\'ay. Her grandmother. 
!\anc:,. me wire or Donaid ivlacLean 
iacbonala, The Dyer." would get up ar -1 am 
ro garden tor an hour or rwo berore -her tJus,· 
aay. ;\iancy never 'A·ent away withou't 
pringing back plant slips, and pan oi: her 
G-lendyer legacy to Hil<.1a was a splendid 
flower garden 111 which phlox and otner 
r10wers, both rare and common. were a delight 
to all who passed by. To this cta:-- Hilda wanes 
to know the name of every plant an<! t'lower 
that sne sees. 

isut to cnaracterizeMiss iiiida s a mere 
botanist wouid ne mussing tne point, sne is 
interested in neariy everytning that coies 
tnto her s,:an: 1nera1u1·e. ni::;rory, music, art, 
1ldtiIe==especially birds.but anoye aft else 
sne was. and is a socializer. Many ioca 
P'='OPJ•i na,·e \'J\'lu memories ot H1ld1-1. mosCJ:,.. 
arll'crionacc•. somec1mr!S Wllll tiny 1rnrsonaJ 
srrngs ::nracned. r'or sne nas a very stong 
personattQ· mat ooes not 1eave much room 
[or peutrau feelings, 

tliida recieved part of Iler eariy education at 
H11lsnorougn Scltoo1. anu parr rn tr wirn 
prinne instruction. 

iier motner aied wen she was onty Io years 
oid, and liiida remembers very ceariy tne two 
nurses tnat 10O11:ed at'ter her motner ber,)re 
ner aeatn. Tneir im tuence on Hilda 1ras both 
aeep ana permanent, ror upon graduation 
rrom Hillsborough School. sne enrolled ::tr the 
La11ies C oilege in Halifax r'or nursing. In 
1910, she began more intensive training ir 
:he ?resoyterian Hospital in :,iew Yol'K City, 
(now called tne Presbyterian Columbia 
iiospirnlJ. 

Her dream was co go to Labrador to the 
Grenrell iission, bur ner iather, and rate 
inten-ened. i!,·aner ·,\·as against ner Grenfell 
zeal. t'earing rhat she wouJct rontrar.t 
tuberculosis wnich \\'as very prevalent in 
tnat area. Wnen Worid War I broke our, stle 
aeciaed to sen·e as a nursing sister, though 
sh•:! naa ver~· l_irnle idea of the realities o! 
war, l>t' lne aanger tnat she would risK. Bu1 
tile girl rrom a qu1er lirtie glen in Cape 
Breron was not easily deterre,1 \rhen .she 
maae up her mind. to an~'thing. 

She was t'irst sent to Lora Astor's Esr,ate near 
Maidenhead, which had been converted to a 

Red i:-ross nospita1. Like rile ~·oung men who 
were her patients, Hilda learned mat tnr. 
experienee of'war was not whar she expected. 
wnen she sen'ed at casuaity clearing 
stations in Belgium and France. near enough 
to the rront to near the bombs. she was in 
very real danger ror tong periods or time, but 
strn spent very iittie time thinking of herself: 
like tne ocher nurses. sne was rar too busy 
givrng so1diers meaical help and mal,rng them 
as comtortab1e as possible to ao anything out 
ca.Ke what came in stride. 'There was no sob 
srutt around,· she commented. 'You coutdn t 
sir down and nold people's hand and pity 
them. You p1tiea them by aoing tnings for 
them .... in civilian life people complain 
about so littte .. ·. (the so1diers) bore it very 
bravely ... there was wondertuJ fellowship/ 

Hi!aa doesn't liKe reminiscing about the war 
because she feels that many who were in tne 
war really aian t know a great deal about it. 
Just their own part, their own tiny place. 
.--\lso, she r'eets tnat peopie's memories of war 
become overdrawn in time and that. rhe 
nurses aid not do anything spectacular or 
aramaric. not any more than a mother is 
heroic in taking care of her family t'rorn c:tay 
to day. 

When Hiiaa is askea about ner decoration­ 
sne was presented with tne Royal Red Cross 
by King George V at- Buckingham Paiace-­ 
she does nor dwell on it, claiming that the 
only thing she did to deserve it was being 
there. 

Arter the war, Hilda spent severai years in 
Northern &asl,etchewan and Arner~a as a 
put>lic heaith nurse, and w.as_larer appointed . 
as nurse at the Norma! College in Truro where 

-she also .taught nealth courses. 

by-Mary Ame Ducharme 

See the following pages 
for more on the MacDonalds 
of G lendyer and the 
G lendyer Mills 
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Tranquility has returnea to Glendver at'ter 
years of bustling industrial actii--Jn·. This 
building, near the site of' the Woolen ilill 
which opened in 1883, is pan of' the built 
heritage that remains of' an important era in 
Inverness County nistory. The house once 
belonging to "The Dyer" is stiit standing, as 

well as the house in which Hilda MacDonald 
lived tor many years. Nothing remains of the 
Woolen ifill structure, though materials J'r 
1 t ha Fe been used in newer' building's T'h om . . . _ . ere 
is a model ot the Woolen ifill in the iMuseum 
of Cape Breton Heritage in North E 
ifargaree. .ast 
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The MacDonalds of G l.endyer 
Practical ·dreamers who 
built an industry in a 
quiet glen ... 
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D. SJ-inner :,iacDonald. s·on or "The D,\·er" maintained the 
machinery for rhe mi1ls. He was considered "me brains" 
oehind the e,·er,,·d:1,\· 1ror1'ing or the mill ar'ter his rather died 
ar age ..JJ. He instaJJea eJectricir.\· in the mill 60 .,·ears before 
Giend,,·er sair electric lines. 

lf'alre1· MatDonaM. rhe eldest son or' ''The D,,·er. ·· .1!'8.S pur jn 
charge of tne Giendyer iitls nen ne was oniy sixteen. 
alter attended to the business ena of rhe operations: 
bookkeeping. sPttling arcounts. pa,1Toil and tne man.,· 
matters concerning a large milling oper:nion. ,,... 

Domila .'1/acLean MacDonald, "The D,ver." 
started the first, ana tor years the only 
tuJJing rniJJ in (.ape .§re,t_o_m; _ He :is the one 
rrno named Glendyer. J.L. :ifacDougaJJ 
described him as "a man ot'..j1ig/J.,.C/J.<'J:acter. 
intense in industry and nonoi]. no gave 
hi ·tr entirely to tne service·of the 

1mISe1 '·' » --·% .5g,5 ,jg[p±e 

community,"-This ·photo»is.4For aR--0FJ8AU8 7®3ski-F h-sir@see s sass» -s -op gf 

tintype. 

The legacy of "The Dyer" 
The Woolen Mill of ~ Glendyer 

The first mill in Glendyer was oui!t by 
Donald iacLean MacDonald 
in 1848, a ·rul!ing' an<1 dyeing· mil!. 
Fulling was a process of tniekening woven 
material in whicn the wool fabric was 
watered. soaped and pounded. Fulling was 
also cai!ed ·waulkrng· or ·milling', thus the 
term 'miiling frolic,' in which the demanding 
process was done by a group ot' peopie who 
pounded the c10t!} o~ble, pulling it from 
nand to hand in a rhythm accompanied by 
song. 

Before 1848· in Cape ~Breton, the weaving 
was done at home, but there was.no one on 
the Island to "dress" homespun, that is dye 
it, tu!! it, and pr.ess it. The work had to be 
done, at the expense of great time and 
effort at home, or by sending it. to the 
Mainland, which was expensive to ordinarv 
people who typically, had very little cash. 
There was a place called Trotter s Mills near 
Antigonish where many brough,t their 
homespun·weaving, and it is_ there that 
young· Donald MacDonald became aware of 
the need t'or a similar operation in Cape 
Breton. 

He r'ound tne waterpower ne needed at tne 
Glen and bought lana trom Lewis Smith. me 
son ot' the Loraiist sett1er Captain Davict 
Smith. 

In 185-L ''The Dyer" expanded nis operation 
with a grist mill. In 1855 he built a shingle 
mill; in 1856 a lath mili and carding mitt. 
These required more waterpower. so rwo 
aams were built. with the waternow shut on 
at night IO increase da~:time pressure. 

When Donald iii. ivlacDonald <lied or a heart 
ailment in 1863. at the age ol' 41, his i 6 
year old son Walter had to take· over the 
businesses ot' his rather under his mother's 
,guidance. 

Walter. and his brother Skinner. continued 
expanding and in or near me year 1881. a 
larger woolen mill was in operation which 
incorporate·d all the wool processing under 
one roof. However, this mill bu,r,ned, a total 
~loss. · · 

continued page"four 


