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Nature bookstore ' . . .. 
: expanded 

.; 

by Elaine Wallace 
A bookshop that started out as a few 
shelves of books at an infomration 
counter is finally seeing the fruits of 
success -- a room of its own. 
Construction started early last month 
on a new wing to the Cheticamp 
Information Centre in Cape Breton 
Highlands National Park. This addition + 
will house an expanded nature bookshop 
operated by Les Amis du Plein Air, the 
park's co-operating association. 

The financing of the project is unique 
since about 37% of the $82,000 
construction cost will be undertaken by 
Les Amis, an independent, non-profit 
volunteer association. This is the first 
time that Cape Breton Highlands 
National Park has cost-shared a major 
capital project with a non-government 
organization. The construction contract 
was awarded, based on lowest bid, to a 
Cheticamp firm. 
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Les Amis- shares 
in bookstore pro jeet 

Originally an outdoor club, Les A ... 1..; 
expanded its horizons six years ago to 
become a national park co-operating 
association.· Like other park 
associations (such as Fortress of 
Louisbourg volunteers and Friends of 

. the Citadel), Les Amis promotes the use 
and conservation of the park through 
activities and projects. A related goal 
ls the promotion of tourism in the park 
and surrounding communities. With the 
latest Devco tourism study just out, 
this last objective is especially relevant 
to local communities. 

Association goals, specified in a five­ 
year renewable agreement with the 
park, are achieved in part and financed 
by the operation of two bookstores, in 
the Cheticamp and Ingonish 
information centres. Though Parks 
provided start-up money for the first · · 
five years, Les Amis now turns a small 
profit which it hopes to increase with 
its new store. 

Last year, profits were used to groom 
cross-country ski trails on the west 

side of the park and to hire a 
recreation director. Special activities 
organized by members· include moonight 
skiis, lobster boils and wildflower hikes. 
While the board of directors plans to 
channel the next year's profits into 
their $30,000- commltnment to the new 
bookstore,long term goals are to expand 
cross country skiing services and to. 
promote winter tom:ism in the area. 

The bookstore, open from mid=May to 
mid;-October, offers the widest selection 
of nature books in the Atlantic· 
Provinces. Their own publications 
include "Mammals of Cape Breton 
Highlands," "Hiking Tra-ils of Cape 
Breton Highlands National Park," a 
checklist of birds, and a booklet about 
the Acadlan settlers of Cap Rouge. 

The store also rents Cabot Trail tour 
tapes and trail l>icycles. In late 
December to early April, the floorspace 
is turned over the cross-country ski 
rentals. • 
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Cape Breton has been studied through 
microscopes and telescopes; it has 
been vivisected, quivering in its 
bodily jellies; it has been ridiculed, 
ignored, exploited, patronized, 
subjected to economic and bureaucratic 
experiments -- all with the resulting 
morass of reports and briefs, data and 
analysis which soon end their days in 

• some musty box, mostly unread and not 
acted upon in any discernible way. I 
can't help but wonder if the Lavanthol 
and Horwath report commissioned 
expensively by Dev co might also 
succumb to death by dust, or if 
finally something concrete and 
productive would be DONE rather than 
just STUDIED. 

It was with a wary eye that I picked 
up the LaventhoI and Horwath report on 
tourism strategy. Here we go again. 
Objective language with all the 
elegent, high level cliches that we've 
.all heard ad nauseum, about •what is 
wrong with us a.nd ·what can.be done to 
fix us. The Island is a Tourism 
Product, the re.port says, with Market 
Segments. Suddenly I visualized the 
Island as something on - a laboratory 
slide being . peered at with proper 
scientific objectivity. But the 
scientist doing the peering doesn't 
seem to have observed, the live 
specimen very thoroughly. I tried to 
find, and did not, a list 'of tourism· 
operators, agencies, and concerned 
groups which were contacted and 
interviewed in· the information 
gathering process. Who was contacted 
in the County 'here? Indeed many old 
studies by Devco and the Province were 

· aired, but why the heavy reliance on 
secondary source material when primary 
sources are available? 

by Mary Anne Ducharme 

If we had economic sense, we wouldn't 
be living in a place that the rest of 
Canada refers to as a "poverty 
pocket." It takes more than dollar 
signs to motivate Cape Bretoners. 

Devco's .motto: "People helping people" 
is rather- lost· in the spewing of this 
consultant report which seems to me 
powerless ln ·its. content to touch. and 
inspire people to improve tourism. We 
need a Terry Fox, a white knight, a 
Mother Theresa of tourism to show us 
the .grand idea of sharing our land and 

- ourselves, w.ith. visitors. ·We presently 
seem to care little about the human 
beings we call tourists beyond 
extracting their money from them. The 
spirituality that refers to the· Island 
as a Tourism Product will not provide 
the impetus. We are not a product. 
We are human beings. 

As human beings sharing a love for 
Cape. Breton; we need to- extend our 
loyalties to the whole island and- not 
Just our· own square yard of it. We 
need to speak to each other more 
openly and honestly and put aside 
deep-seated habits of suspicion. We 
need to· come _to view ourselves in a 
positive way and have the strength not 
to feel threatened by views which 
startle us- because they are so 
different from our habitual mindframe. 

' . . ~ : ' 

Vision needed in tourism 

. . 
That Devco wished to have· "public 
response" to the consultant study is 
commendable as were the public 
hearings held in the County. However, 
the contents of the study have. had 
marginal public· _exposure and 

.. meaningful public response is 
impossible without this information. 

The report contains some very good 
ideas that have "been kicking around 

·roi- a long time and never were acted 
upon before, so the question remains, 
will any of them be implemented now? 
Other ideas are questionable and will 
demand almost superman salesmanship 
for Devco to implement. For instance, 
the single focused theme for the whole 
Island. Good luck. Part of the human 
clay of a Cape Bretoner is clan, 
village, religious and ethnic loyalty. 
This has been our strength and our 
nemesis 'since the first Cape Bretoner. 
Getting us all to agree on anything 
and cooperate in implementing it will 
be a daunting task. And we can't 
always be counted upon to act on an 
idea because it makes economic sense. 

Dear· Editor: 

On Friday, October 23rd, I attended a 
conference in Baddeck at the 'Bell 
Museum. The topic of the conference 
was Canadian refugees. Thirty-two 
students from all across Cape Breton 
Island attended the conference which 
was sponsored·· by the Centre for 
International Studies and Student 
Services.at UCCB. 

The guest speakers were Mlungisi and 
Sylvia Bushwana, refugees from South 
Africa; Roberto and Mila Garay, 
refugees from El Salvador; and Roy 
Farahbakhsh, a Baha'i refugee from· 
Iran. · · · 

The stock market. is a good analogy for 
Cape Breton because panics or times of 
boom are created almost completely by 
mental attitude. There is almost 
nothing beyond our collective scope, 
economically or otherwise, if we work 
in spiritual concert and purpose. 

.. 
Our government must not speak to us in 
formal jargon and elevated cliches if 
it expects us to respond deeply and 
exact change of ourselves. Facts are 
not lacking in the Laventhpl and. 
Horwath report, but vision is lacking 
-- a badly needed vision for Devco and 
the . people of Cape Breton Island 
alike. 

. . N o. c rea k i n g of b u re· a u c r a ti c 
infrastructure, no matter· how 
ingenious or elaborate .can accomplis.h 
what vision .can ·do ·simply. 

Copies of the Laventhol & Harwath 
report for Devco on tourism Strategy 
for Cape Breton, in summary form, are 
available upon request · to the 
Department of Recreation and Tourism 
at the Municipal Building, phone 787­ 

. 2274.· The full report, which is 
lengthy, is also available for reading 
or short term loan· through this 
department. 

I 

. . ' 

Letter to the Editor, 
Making a difference for refugees 

El Salvador, South Africa and Iran are 
just three of the many trouble spots 
in the world today. The refugees told 
of the problems they have both here 
and in their own country, While they 
are happy and grateful to be in 
Canada, they are still greatly 
concerned about their homelands. 

El Salyador has been entrenched in a 
civil war since 1980. Every day there 
are bombings of civilian towns and 
villages, and since 1980 60,000 people 
have died. The EI Salvadorean 

government spends 2 1/2 mi11ion 
dollars per day for ·the military, 
while basic human needs and rights are 
denied. The main goal of this 
military government is supression of 
'its people. 

South Africa, a country where for 
generations black people have been 
considered to be second class 
citizens,· is in dangerous _ turmoi!l 
which has world-wide implications. 
Apartheid is defined in a dictionary 
sense as · "a system of segregation" 
but that definition does not 
communicate the human misery of Black 
?"Eh Africans to whom the word means 

¥stem of torture, suppression and 
le&gradation." For them, police arrest 
a fways means torture, . and all too 
o_ ten, death. These people ha:ve no 
~1ghts because racism in South Africa 
s a legalized institution. 

""."%.,"; ;g°eve we an 
harrassea. 'f®® and are cor atty . · e Baha'i in universal peace 
brotherhoood of 
education and harmon 
and religion. In I 
are not allowed 
college, and Bah 



Translated and edited by John Shaw 

Book review 
by Mary Anne Ducharme 

Once in a great while a book emerges 
hat is not only ot intense Local 
interest but is so unusual that it is 
surely destined to be considered a 
sourcebook tor generations of 
scnolars, lovers of tolklore, and 
those who have never lost the 
childhood craving for gooa stories. 
Such a book is TALES UNTIL DAWN, a 
collection of 50 stories as told by 
Joe Neil MacNeil, born in 1908, ana 
now living in Sydney. 

Joe· Neil's first language was Gaelic 
'and from his earliest memories in 
Middle Cape, Gaelic stories were as 
food and drink to him. With 
characteristic modesty, Joe Neil says 
in the author's preface: "Please ao 
not regard me as deserving ot any 
special praise but see tnis book as a 
tribute to those living in times past 
who were girted-, kind1y and sensible, 
and generous in their store or tales." 

The stories, handed down in the oral 
traditions of Cape Breton Gaels, are 
edited and translated by John Shaw ot 
Glendale. His doctoral thesis at 
Harvard University included the old 
stories, some or which have been 
transmitted from generation to 
generation since the Middle Ages. 

Contributing to the exceHence of the 
publication were Harvard staff and 
research facilities; James Watson, 
Gaelic scholar; the Multiculturalism 
Department in Ottawa; and staff and 
research facilities at St. Francis 

Joe Neil MacNeil 

The World of a Cape Breton 
Gaelic Story-Teller 

Xavier University, among otners. While 
scholarship is evident in every aspect 
of the publication trom the stories 
themselves .to the notes and 
bibliography · at the end, it is the 
human caring tor John Shaw's friend, 
Joe Neil, and for all the people and 
tolklore traaitions contained in the 
book that makes this a very special 
booK. 

Tne first two sections ot the book 
sets the stage tor the stories, songs 
and other lore. The housegatherings at 
Middle Cape 
were customs retained in Cape Breton 
well into this century. 
The long winter, wnen the grind of 
work ended with the early fading of 
daylight, was an ideal time for long 
stories, and with great relish the 
Gaels dipped into.their accumulated 
wealth of folktales, proverbs, games, 
and rhymes. The title of the book is 
derived Irom the wake-nouse, a 
favorite venue .for story-teHers, "in 
whicn they or'ten performed from dark 
to daylignt--'tales until dawn." The 
stories recruited the imaginations of 
the tisteners beyond anything which 
.present day technology can replace or 
dup1icate, and provided a "bridge from 
reality to illusion, from the state of 
waketulness to that of the dream." 

The stories themselves are arranged 
uricier the headings of family names-­ 
families who had preserved the tales 
with raithfu! accuracy in form and · 
content, adding details and style 
distinctive to· each teller. Among the 
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oldest of these tales are from the 
ancient Irish Fenian cycles which 
recount the adventures ot the 
legendary warrior Fionn MacCumhail and 
nis band of followers. These stories 
were preserved in Middle Cape by the 
family of Archie. Kennedy , and others, 
including individuals from 
Harbourview, Deepdale, and HiHsdale 
in·Inverness County. The book could 
well inspire Inverness County people 
to make a more concerted effort to 
collect and preserve oral traditions 
from our own older residents -- in 
point or fact, ~ project of some 
immediate urgency, since the stories 
are not _typicaHy being handed down to 
the present generation. One of the 
hopes expressed by John Shaw is that 
this book will open doors to other 
work related to Cape Breton's Gaelic 
culture, for there is "a lot or room 
for expansion as far· as the cultural 
side of the Island goes." 

TALES UNTIL DAWN is the largest text 
ot Cape Breton Gaelic to be published 
·anywhere and reflects the rich dialect 
of the Gaelic spoken in Cape Breton. 
It can be read in many ways with many 
purposes for scholars ot 'Gaelic 
culture, but most importantly, in my 
view, it can be read for pure 
enjoyment, as a child would read with 
wonder and imagination becoming more 
alive with the turning or each page. 
If our sense or wonder could motivate 
those involved with heritage to record 
even one more story presently doomed 
to be lost forever, then the book has 
made an enormous contribution. 
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