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CAPER GAMES

| suspect that the above title-
conjures up some happy moments for a lot
of our citizens who administered,
officiated or participated in the last
""Caper Games''.

It is the intention of the Cape
Breton Recreation Directors to revive
the ''Caper Games'' leading hopefully to
a greater number oi Cape Bretoners on
the N.S. Canada Games. Teams.in 1987.

As you are well aware Cape Breton
has been accepted as the host for the
''1987 Canada Games'. As a result it is
only fitting that our athletes be given
every opportunity possible to represent
N.S. at the '"1987 Canada V/inter Games''.

Try to realize this objective,
the Cape Bretcn Recreation Directors
are planning to stage the ''Caper Games''
beginning in 1984. Each Municipality
within the Cape Breton Region will hope-
fully be sending teams. By staging
such games it is the hope of the
Recreation Directors that the athletes
will get the necessary competition to
enable them to develop into serious
contenders for positions on the teams
representing N.S. at the ''1987 Canada
Winter Games''. ‘

To sponsor such an event as the
Caper Games requires a lot of time and
effort by @ 1ot of volunteers. At the
Municipal level we will need a municipal
commi ttee as well as volunteer coaches
and managers for the various teams that
we will be sending to the '"1984 Caper
Games''. :

The above concept has been accepted
and supported by the Dept. of Culture,
Recreation and Fitness, The Canada
Games Society. The College of Cape
Breton will allow its facilities to
be used as the central site of the
''"Caper Games''.

If you like the idea and would like
to contribute in some capacity to the
development of our various teams, please
don't hesitate in contacting me. |
look forward to hearing from you.

- John Cotton
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When a large crowd of Port Hooders
and their neighbours from Judique
gathered at the Port Hood Arena on
Saturday night, October 8, it was with
relief and a sense of deep satisfaction.
What they had come to celebrate was the
realization of a 10 year dream, that.
the Port Hood and District Recreation
Commission establish an indoor ice rink
and arena. That this came about is a
tribute to the dedicated volunteers of
the community who gave of their time,
funds, and energies over the years to
see that recreation had a outlet and a
facility in their community.

In order to celebrate the burning
of the mortgage in the rink, the
volunteers had organized a free dinner
and dance at the arena. Guests began
arriving at 8 p.m. for the ceremonies.
Kevin MacDonald, M.C. for the evening
introduced the guests , and then John
Gillies, local teacher and historian,
spoke on the events which led to the
building of the rink.

Ten years ago, he said, guests
would have been sitting in a lonely
windswept field on this spot. Federal
& provincial grants were made available
in 1972 to the Port Hood and District
Recreation Commission and a 99-year
lease was signed with the Municipality
of Inverness for the land where the
Arena now stands. An outdoor rink was

G o ¥ % :
Former Pont Hood Recreation Commission presidents partielpate 4n
mortgage burning ceremonies at the Port Hood Arena. :

Community Volunteers Celebrate

‘very good because of the unusually mild

‘grants, much of the work would not have

established for the winter of 1973/74,
and a change room was built. - The
fol18Wing winter, the rink was covered,
but despite the use of fans to bring

in cold air, the natural ice was not

winter. |t was decided then to raise
money to buy an ice compressor and
artificial ice plant. A large loan was
negotiated with the bank for this.

But despite the generosity of

been accomplished during these early
years, had it not been for the donation
of time, labour, and equipment from
local residents.

Local construction companies
allowed the use of their machinery for
hauling fill; high school students
gave of thelr time during summers to
help in construction; local pledge
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Many of the features in this‘issue
concern aspects of our culture which
are often taken for granted. The fact
that artists and musicians toil away
in our midst producing work which we
often do not see is forgotten in this
age of mass media. .

Computer wizardry and video mac-
hines are rapidly replacing the role of
the arts as a form of recreation. It
is easier to spend hours and hours
pushing buttons on one of these com-
puter games, isolating yourself from
human contact rather than going out to
a social gathering where singing and
dancing form the basis of entertainment.
One of the ways of maintaining the
artistic heritage that we so richly
enjoy in our area is to form organiza-
tions for mutual support. As a result,
artists have formed a county-wide
association, as well as amateur singers,
and actors,and historical societies
have been trying to co-ordinate their
efforts to educate people and to pre-
serve the architectural and cultural
heritage of Inverness County. An Arts
Council is also being established in
order to facilitate and co-ordinate
these developments and these are signs
of positive growth.

Eandlelight Service

The Mabou-Hillsborough Church will host
its third annual Christmas Candlelight
Evening on Friday, December 9 at the
Hillsborough Church. An evening of
drama and music is planned. For further

information, contact Dorothy Frank -
945-2077.

Choral Federation

The steering committee for the
Inverness County Music Council is working
toward organization of a county wide
Choral Federation through the assistance.
of the N.S. Choral Federation in Halifax
and municipal aid from the Recreation
Department. ;

Present plans include identifying
interested people within three geograp-
hic areas in the county and meeting with
the N.S. Choral Federation to set up

a) reoertoire of songs

b) rehearsal dates

c) a workshop for all community

groups ‘

It is hoped that the three choral
areas will practice with local direc-
tors from Halifax.- The three geographic
areas are: Margaree,Mabou and Port
Hawkesbury.

Anyone interested please call
Dorothy Frank, Mabou 945-2077, or
Bryden MacDonald, Margaree 248-2474.

Outdoor SurvivalCl inic

Location: Wentworth Hostel, Wentworth
Valley, Cumberland Co.,N.S.
Date: December 2-4, 1983
Time: Beginning at 8:00 p.m.
evening.

Cost: $45.00 per person ($35.00 for
members of the Canadian Hostelling
Association). The fee includes 5 meals,
overnight accommodation, materials

and instructions.

Registration deadline,Nov
Limited to 20 people.

Friday

.21,1983
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Council for the Arts would be to deter-

mine-the support such a venture might
have.

PROGRAM
Friday Evening
Introduction
Hypothermia and

Once an executive is established,
.and hopefully a Board of Directors, the
Council will need to identify talent,:
expertise, and facilities already avail-

Saturday
Navigation 1
Construction

clothing of fires and able in the county and to look at ways

Equipment shelters of co-ordinating these resources. When
Psychology of this is done, a cultural policy can be
survival established and more specific goals can
Problem solving pe determines. A major thrust of the
Survival kit Council's direction will be educational.
Overnight in It will try to promote public awareness:
the woods of the enriching potential of the arts

§£ﬂgil ’ in our lives.

Navigation 11 following a planned

route.

NOTE: This clinic has been designed
for people who have had little or no
knowledge of outdoor survival techni-
ques but who have had some camping
experience. Little or no knowledge of

map and compass is also assumed.

Since June of this year, a steering
committee has been operating in the
county to try to establish a Council
for the Arts in Inverness County.

That such a need exists has been deter-
mined by the steering committee through
talking with various people involved in
several cultural associations in the
county.

The Arts Council is expected to act
as an umbrella organization: to which
cultural associations such as the
Inverness County Drama League, the
Choral Federation, Heritage groups, and
the Artists Association would belong.
The Arts Council would act as a co-or
dinating body and intends to keep a
high profile in the county. Its primary
gcals would -be to develop a coherent
cultural policy, to provide a structure
and organization now lacking for cultural
groups in the county, to increase
public awareness of culture and to pre-
sent a credible, allied and organized
voice for the arts in Inverness County.
Such an organization could do much to
foster the growth and quality of cul-
tural life in a rural county such as
ours. The existence of such a Ceuncil °
might also allow arts groups to have
better lobbying opportunities in our

The above e 44 of elLeven year ofd
obin Betts of the Whycocomagh Figure
kating Club who attended the Metho

Figure Skating Summer Schoof at Coxheat
ean Sydney this yean. Robin passed
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ive weeks of preparation. She was
oached by Murlana M-cDonald.
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John Cotton, representing the
Inverness County Recreation Department,
and Jim St. Clair, Terry MacDonald, and
Carole Chisholm of the Drama League
have been active as- a steering committee
to help .in the establishment of the
Arts Council.

One of the concerns expressed by
the Committee is the need of a permanent
facility for the arts in the county, a
place where plays could be performed, an
art gallery established, and perhaps art
classes given, or where museum and

heritage groups might set up mobile Pont Hood

displays, a place, in other words, whe ¢ 0x
“workshops in the arts could be given agg Contaqt: i

where people could come to see local Invenqebb C°4"*9 Recreation Dept.
drama, hear local musicians, and watch 'ganQLpat Lding, P
local dancers. The county is already .jpﬁkt qqu:'ﬂ.s.

well-served in the Sports area with jts Sugn%f 187'2274~-," .
many arena facilities. Why not a centre "B "“4449H411D?Edg§au an :

for the arts? One of the tasks of the ;;——~_;;_____££_;_____;___;_;;;__;;
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