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School programming is probably 
causing alot of confusion and mi sunder­ 
standing in the minds of alot of you. 
In order ·to simplify the Variety of pro­ 
grams offered or going to be offered, 

I have divided such programs into three 
categories (Upgrading Programs ,Business 
Programs and General Interest Programs). 

,r ir;; (rfist ea]tures landscape 
a) Bas1c literacy progcams(Reading r 

and Writing). In July' of 1981, Charles Chisholm 
b) Basic upgrading(Consumer math, officially opened his 6wn art gallery 

local history, communication skills etc.) at his home in Port Hood. Today, this 
c) Academic Programs(i .e.Grade 12 spacious wing of his 1840's heritage 

Biology, Grade 10 math etc.) • house greets many visitors, both local 
d) Introduction to General Educa and from outside the county. The art 

tion Development Program(GED) and GED . gallery also serves as his studio, and 
Testing. on most days, Mr.Chisholm can be seen 

e) Language programs(i.e. French, industriously occupied at his drawing 
English, Gaelic etc.) board, seated comfortably in front of 

f) Computer educational programs his fireplace. His watercolours which 
Under Business Programs the.follow- depict scenes from rural 1 ife in 

ing could be offered_: Inverness County» decorate the walls 
a) Bookkeeping and Accounting and have become popular among buyers in 
b) Typing this province. Abandoned hayfields, 
c) Business Law aging barns, and dark stands of spruce 
d) Office Management and fir are often the subjects of his 
Under General Interest Programming paintings, and they are rendered in a 

the following could be offered: very direct real ism which the artist is 
a) Woodworking able to achieve with his adept handl- 
b) First Aid ing of the water colour medium. 
c) Sewing ( Charles Chisholm is a Cape 
d) Knitting Bretoner by birth and by choice and 
e) Art though born in Inverness, he now 1 ives 
f) Dance and works in Port Hood where he 
g) Physical Fitness purchased the old Austin MacDonnel l 
h) Cooking house at the 11Corner11 and which he and 
i) ·Cake Decorating his wife Anne have lovingly restored. 
j) Photography The house· itself is of architec­ 
k) Music tural interest because of its fine 
Obviously in al 1 three categories, Georgian details around doors and 

other programs could be added but the windows and Mr. Chisholm has main- 
intent of the above exercise is to try tained its original look even in his 
to simplify the whole programming pro- art gallery/studio by carefully restor­ 
cess within our municipality. As can be ing wood panelling when necessary or 
seen in reviewing the various categories,. by reproducing what was lost over the 
the majority of programs presently years. The interior of the house pro- 

continued pg. 2 vi des. an intimate setting. for Mr. 

Chisholm's paintings. 
Charles Chisholm's· interest in 

art begin when he was about 13 years 
old and at school in Inverness. His 
art teacher, Sister Florence Beaton 
was a motivating force in his earlier 
years and enc.ouraged him to continue. 
Like many natives of the County, his 
studies and later his work led him 
away from Cape Breton. He lived and 
worked in Detroit, Michigan 'as a 
commercial artist for· a large comapny 
there, and also attended the Detroit 
Institute of Art. After some success 
there; he decided to return to Nova 
Scotia where he worked as art director 
for Simpson's in Hali fax. An associa­ 
tion with fellow artist Fred Kirby, a 
noted Halifax water colourist influ­ 
enced Mr. Chisholm greatly, and for a 
time he painted chiefly seascapes, 
which were a specialty of Mr. Kirby .. 
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EDITOR'S NOTE 
One of the major tasks facing the 

editor of this publication is knowing 
whether what is being printed in this 
paper really suits the needs of people 
of this county. One of the major 
frustrations of this task is the lack 
of feedback which faces this paper. 

Lack of response to material 
printed in this paper may mean in­ 
difference on the part of its reader­ 
ship or it may mean approval. Often, 
it is the controversial which draws 
out responses from readers: Partici­ 
paper does not cover issues of this 
nature, and because of this,it is 
basically an information service and 
1 iaison between the Recreation Depart­ 
ment and the county residents. While 
it is generally believed and hoped 
that Partici-paper is read by its 
recipients, it is terribly difficult 
to be of service when there is very 
little response in the form of letters 
contributed articles or in formation 
corning into this office. For example, 
t_he_ col_urnn 11Ancestors Unl imi ted11 may be 
discontinued because of a lack of · 
inquiries corning into the columnist. 

The present editor 
welcomes articles sent into this office. 
You need not be a ''professional writer'! 
or journalist. All you need is an 
interest in seeing that what news you 
may have for us is shared. 
Recreation Programs 

ft1s growing and it's expanding! 
Recreation Department sponsored pro­ 
gramming touches 13 communities between 
C~fticarnp and Port Hastings. There are 
now more participants than ever before. 
Since the last session alone,(Spring '82) 
the number involved in these courses 
has tripled. , 

In September, approximately 100 
programs were proposed for the county. 
At present 64 of these are taking place. 
This represents a 100% increase over 
last time. Not only has the number 
doubled, but the types of programs have. 
continued to diversify. 

Several factors contribute to this 
growth. Advance planning helped us tb 
get us where we wanted to be on sched­ 
ule. Advertisement in newspapers 
allowed people to be aware of what was 
available not only in their own comm­ 
unity, but also in neighbouring ones. 
Although_both pf these factors play a 
key role in effective programming, the 
main factor in our success is the 
''Program Supervisor.'' 

Fourteen such supervisors are runn­ 
ing programs in thirteen· communities. 
These people are the eyes,ears, and 
hands of the Recreation Department in 
our direct programming field. It is 
impossible to generally state what 
kind of person a supervisor is, but 
there are several characteristics 
common to aJl. They are energetic 
people with a definite sense of comm­ 
unity involvement. They want to see 
things happen in their community and 
are anxious to get out and do something 
about it. They are ambitious, very 
approachable, and aware of their comrr­ 
unity needs and interests. 

Through smal l group meetings late 
Spring each supervisor drew up a 1 ist 
of programs to offer in his community· 
for the fa 11 • The task that lo 11 owed 

Director (cont'd) 
offered are under the oeneral interest 
category. We do however have one GED 
program being offered in the Margaree 
area under the capable guidance of 
Mr. Archie Neil Chisholm. Another GED 
program is presently being planned for 
the Chet icamp area and anyone interested 
may contact Hr. David Poirier at 224-2274 

We hope ev·en tua 1 I y to offer 
programming opportunities to our 
citizens in all three categories. We 
are presently recruiting teachers 
and it is our intention to offer add­ 
it ional programs particularly in the 
upgrading area after Christmas. /e 
have been getting alot of calls from 
individuals interested in enrolling 
within the upgrading program area. 
If you are interested in a particular 
area or know of someone who might be 
interested please don't hesitate in 
calling us at 787-2274. 

As I have stated in my last column 
I have presently an advisory committee 
set-up to assist me in carrying out 
the above programming opportunities. 
The individuals on the committee are the 
present supervisors of curriculum for 
t,he fnverness District School Board­ 
(Mr. Wally Ellison,Mrs. Mary Jesse Mac 
Donald, Mr.Robert Hannigan as well as 
Mr. Alex MacEachen,Assistant 
Superintendent). I have also a group 
of very dedicated and capable school 
supervisors within each community who 
are more then wi 11 i ng to 1 i sten to your 
concerns or suggestions in what pro­ 
grams we could or should offer. Both 
Donna(Program Coordinator) and myself 
are only a telephone call away from 
any interested group or individual and 
are prepared to meet with you at vour 
convenience. Certainly our present 
and future instructors are and will be 
prepared to assist you. I fully' 
realize that there is alot of work 
ahead of us but we do have a system and 
that system is set-up to assist and· 
encourage you to become involved. 

If we a re, to have any success in 
carrying nut the above programs, your 
participation is essential. ' · 

-John Cotton 

was one of finding instructors, pro­ 
mo ting the programs, registering the 
participants, and supervising the 
classes. The result is an average of 
five programs per community; with no 
less than two programs occur ing in 
any one community. 

. We look forward to a further expan­ 
s ion of pr.ogranming in the new year, 
at which time we will be introducing 
additional Continuing Education 
Programs. Programming possibilities 
are almost endless in the range of 
academic to general interest. 

Success is a joint effort only 
obtained through the interest and. 
cooperation of this department our 
supervisors, and the residents of the 
county. Our aim 'is to offer what is 
wanted and needed by the public. Only 
through their input will we .be able to 
stay in step with current program 
interests: \ 

Donna MacDonel l 
Program Coordinator 

II 

Next summer will see the Inter­ 
national Gathering of the Clans once 
again in Nova Scotia, the second time 
this event has ever been held outside 
Scotland. The Federation of Nova 
Scotia clans has been in preparation 
for the 1983 gathering for some time 
now. At the present moment, the . 
Chestico Days Committee and the Chest icc 

· Museum and Historical Society of Port 
Hood are discussing the possibility of 
a Clanranald Gathering in Port Hood 
in August, 1983. Those descendents of 
this particular branch of Clan Donald 
included not only MacDonalds, but 
MacEacherns, Maclsaacs and Maclasters, 
families who are numerous in Inverness 
County, and particularly in the Port 
Hood - Judique area. Those interested 
in forming a Clanranald Gathering 
Committee may contact Cathy MacDonald 
at 787-2274 or 787-2431. t----------------------.1' 
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Ski Clinic 
In co-operation with.the Nova 

Scotia Department of .Culture, Recreation 
and Fitness, Nordic Ski Nova Scotia 
will conduct a Level 1 Cross-Country. 
Ski Coaching Clinic. The Clinic will 
be held on December 27-28, 1982 in 
Wentworth. 

Course conductor will be Bryan 
Scallion, Provincial and Assistant 
National Biathlon Team Coach. 

The clinic will consist of six­ 
teen hours of instruction; both theory 
and practical components will be 
involved. 

Registration is limited, so if 
interested, register early. 

For more information on the 
Level 1 coaching clinic and other 
programs offered by Nordic Ski Nova 
Scotia, cqn~act Ike Whitehead, 
Development Co-ordinator, NSNS, P.O.· 
Box 3010'South, Ha 1 i fax, N. S. B3J ,3G6. 
PH: 425-5450 at the Sport Nova Scotia 
Centre. 
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Chisholm (cont'd l 

With the purchase of a summer 
place in Glencoe, Inverness County, 
and his gradual return to his rural 
farming roots, (Mr. Chisholm's grand­ 
father had been a farmer in Antigonish 
County), Charles Chisholm is now. 
primarily a. landscape artist, though 
the watercolour techniques he learned 
from Fred Kirby are still the mainstay 
of his art. He left the field of 
commercial art in 1972, and returned 
to Inverness County, where he paints 
full-time. 

'- His paintings have been exhibited 
throughout Canada and the United 
States, especially through dealers in 
Ottawa, Sarnia, and Toronto, and in. 
Buffalo and Detroit. He also sells 
works at the Nelson Arcade in Halifax 
through Atlantic Art, his dealer there. 
Some of his paintings have been 
purchased by large companies such as 
Dow chemical, The Rothmans Corporation 
and Devco. In 1979, several of his 

cha gaioblig 

paintings were installed in the perm­ 
anent collection of Canadian art at the 
College of Cape Breton in Sydney, and 
also, during that year, he was honoured 
as a native son of Inverness during 
that town's 75th·anniversary. Mr. 
Chisholm is also a member of Visual 
Arts of Nova Scotia and represented 
Northeastern Nova Scotia at their first 
cultural corference on the visual arts. 

. The seasons of the year Mr. 
Chisholm J ikes best for his landscapes 
are early spring or late. fa! 1 when 
melting patches of snow provide intri­ 
cate patterns, or when the browns and 
ochres of autumn are predominant. He 
has been influenced by American land­ 
scape artist , Andrew Wyeth, and this 
is clearly.evident in Mr.. Chisholm's 
love of. the rural environment and in· 
his ·choice of. mu.ted co lours. 

"As I sit_contentedly wielding a 
brush, I fil 1 my l·ungs with the frag­ 
rance of spruce and hemlock,' he says. 

ga Leoire ! 
Tha clasaichean Gaidhlig againn a 

nis 'san oidhche ann an lnbhirnis, am 
Mabu agus ann a Hogomagh. Am Mabu, 
bi suas ri deich thar fhichead duine 
aig "An Drochaid" air oidhche Di­ 
Lua in - far am bi Marg i e Pheu tan · a 1 

cumail sgoil: 'nuair a bhitheas a~ 
abai r seachad, bi sgeulachdan is ora in 
is ceol a'dol - agus tha seo a'cordadh 
ris a h-uile duine. Cha d'fhuair sinn 
rlamh uidhir seo a tighinn amach gu 
clasaichean, agus abair gu bheil sinn 
rlaraichte. 

An Inbhirnis, bi Maureen Nie 
Coinnich a'teagasg luchd ionnsachaidh a 
h-uile Di-Ciadaoin, agus tha suas ri 
coig deug an .si.n aig a bheil uidh anns · 
a chanain. Ann a Hogomagh cuideachd, 
tha ar dearbh air.eamh a'cumail suas ua 
Gaidllig: bi Oigerig Nic Raing a' 
frithealadh seo oidhche Diardaoin le 
cuid aig a bheil beagan Gaidhlig agus 
cu Id e i 1 e a i g nach eil i i dir. 

Gaelic evening classes are having 
their best year ever =according to the 
numbers registered in three centres 
in the county. In Whycocomagh, for 
example, Effie Rankin has approximately 
fifteen students, some tra'vel J in·g in 
from Lake Ainslie and Hawkesbury. 
Maureen MacKenzie encounters similar 
enthusiasm with her group of fifteen 
or so in lnverneis - mainly learners of 
the language. Then in Mabou,we have 
a record turn out at "The Bridge' ­ 
roll over aerobics! Almost 30 people 
show up for class on Monday nights with 
Margie Beaton: following class is a 
popular ceilidh hour where the language 
is really put into practice in song, 
music and storytelling. ' 

Needless to-say, all the teachers 
are deli ght.ed at. such enthusiasm and 
wish-to thank the Recreation Depart­ 
ment for its assistance in organizing· 
such classes, "Suas leis a Gdidhlig!" 

Effie Rankin 
3 

He feels that the important thing for 
the artist is to be interested in the 
world around him, "to open your eyes 
to see something new in that which 
you previously took for granted. I 
don't select a subject because ifs 
beautiful in the sense of being pretty; 
the beauty for me is in the feeling 
that I have for a place or object. J try 
to achieve a sense of beauty through 
the arrangement of shapes, values, and 
colour. When I have finished a paint­ 
ing, ·11m in that place, aware of the 
quietness, hearing the sound of the 
wind, and the cries of the crow.'' Mr. 
Chisholm's efforts are fulfilled when 
the viewer· shares· these same feelings.­ 

Bonnie HacPhee 
Cathy MacDonald 

Hee s a bft o 6 v eJ1.6 e. wtu.tte.n. 
oginag n Gae&ic about a good b­ 
sticking {ood that wuamed the earg 
'->e..tti.e.M ofi Cape. &t.eton. 

O'we&come to gowset, oatmeal-bannock 
· I am de.Llgh;te.d .tlza;t you.. have p1e.ue:n.te.d 
ljOUM e.lfi; . . r 

In the time o{ my youth,I knew you. we.U,-· 
1 we.n.t w:uh you. :to '-> c.hool ma.ntJ a. time.. 

You.. M.e. my he1to, .:ta6:ty, nutAlt,lot.Ui, 
A {east can only be. held .whe1te. you. M.e'. 
pll.el.i e.n.t; .... ~ 
Whan a good coat o{ butte is sphead 
ove uou, ·, 

(l/he1te. c.a.n. you.. p!Wc.Ul!.e. a. .&we.eteJt 0ood? 
The thick-set, spited, mettlesome 
hevoes, 
(ho came ove to the county- {om Bava; 
It was the oatmeal that made them 
hea&thy, • 
Gue&, {uaag, podge and bead. 

Theg wee the &ions in the battle-{i.eds 
(Vho ne.veJL .:twr.ne.d .the,,4. bac.k.6 on'.:the. ' 
nemy, 
And excent seamen 
Whe.n. a dltowrung--6 e.a.. (oo_ui.d aJr.l6 e. 

. ,' . 
[ 

The. g&oomg {oest {et / . 
The. .&:tJr.e.n.g.th o6 the vis at the back 
01 .the. axe. · • . · 

lJ ' • . Theg {e&&ed, quavteed and but hex 
And .they le. 6,t U6 wltJi. g1te.e.n £and. up' 

\ ... 
0, Catherine, do not be {oo&ish 
Ba.king {Cow-bead awags; 
I% gou wish me to live tong, 
Bake {on me the oatmea-bannock. 

- Aehibad MackKgfvzi.a, Chis bras Ts ad 
(taken {om Stories o(_Nova Scotia 
co@?ectea bjC.1.N. Tact@od] > 


