artici—Pager At

Novemdber 7982

Director’s Desk

School programming is probably
causing alot of confusion and misunder-
standing in the minds of alot of you.

In order to simplify the variety of pro-
grams offered or going to be offered,

| have divided such programs into three
categories (Upgrading Proarams,Business
Programs and General Interest Programs).

Under lpgrading the following
programs could be included:

a) Basic literacy programs{Reading
and Writing). -

b) Basic upgrading(Consumer math,
local history, communication skills etc.)

c) Academic Programs(i.e.Grade 12
Biology, Grade 10 math etc.) :

d) Introduction to General Educa-
tion Development Program(GED)and GED
Testing.

e) Language programs(i.e.
English, Gaelic etc.)

f) Computer educational programs

Under Business Programs the. follow-
ing could be offered:

a) Bookkeeping and Accounting

b) Typing

c) Business Law

d) Office Management

Under General Interest Programming
the following could be offered:

a) Woodworking

b) First Aid

c) Sewing

d) Knitting

e) Art

f) Dance

g) Physical Fitness

h) Cooking

i) -Cake Decorating

J) Photography

k) Music

Obviously inall three categories,
other programs could be added but the
intent of the above exercise is to try
to simplify thewhole programming pro-
cess within our municipality. As can be
seen in reviewing the various categories,
the majority of programs presently

French,

In July of 1981, Charles Chisholm
officially opened his own art gallery
at his home in Port Hood, Today, this
spacious wing of his 1840's heritage
house greets many visitors, both local
and from outside the county. The art
gallery also serves as his studio, and
on most days, Mr.Chisholm can be seen
industriously occupied at his drawing
board, seated comfortably in front of
his fireplace. His watercolours-which
depict scenes from rural life in
Inverness County, decorate the walls
and have become popular among buyers in
this province. Abandoned hayfields,
aging barns, and dark stands of spruce
and fir are often the subjects of his
paintings, and they are rendered in a
very direct realism which the artist is
able to achieve with his adept handl-
ing of the water colour medium.

i Charles Chisholm is a Cape
Bretoner by birth and by choice and
though born in Inverness, he now lives
and works in Port Hood where he
purchased the old Austin MacDonnell
house at the '"Corner'' and which he -and
his wife Anne have lovingly restored.

The house itself is of architec-
tural interest because of its fine
Georgian details around doors and
windows and Mr. Chisholm has main-
tained its original look even in his
art gallery/studio by carefully restor-
ing wood panelling when necessary or
by reproducing what was lost over the
years. The interior of the house pro-
vides an intimate setting for Mr.

eiriist capiures landscape

Chisholm's paintings.

Charles Chisholm's interest in
art began when he was about 13 years
old and at school in Inverness. His
art teacher, Sister Florence Beaton
was a motivating force in his earlier

.year$ and encouraged him to continue.

Like many natives of the County, his
studies and later his work led him
away from Cape Breton. He lived and
worked in Detroit, Michigan as a
commercial artist for a large comapny
there, and also attended the Detroit
Institute of Art. After some success
there;, he decided to return to Nova
Scotia where he worked as art director
for Simpson's in Halifax. An associa-
tion with fellow artist Fred Kirby, a
noted Halifax water colourist influ=-
enced Mr. Chisholm greatly, and for a
time he painted chiefly seascapes,
which were a specialty of Mr. Kirby..
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EDITOR’S NOTE ==———mm

One of the major tasks facing the
editor of this publication is knowing
whether what is being printed in this
paper really suits the needs of people
of this county. One of the major
frustrations of this task is the lack
of feedback which faces this paper.

Lack of response to material
printed in this paper may mean in-
difference on the part of its reader-
ship or it may mean approval. Often,
it is the controversial which draws
out responses from readers: Partici-
paper does not cover issues of this
nature, and because of this,it is
basically an information service and
liaison between the Recreation Depart-
ment and the county residents. While
it is generally believed and hoped
that Partici-paper is read by its
recipients, it is terribly difficult
to be of service when there is very
little response in the form of letters,
contributed articles or information
coming into this office. " For example,
the column "Ancestors Unlimited' may be
discontinued because of a lack of
inquiries coming into the columnist.

The present editor
welcomes articles sent into this office.
You need not be a '‘professional writer"
or journalist. All you need is an
interest in seeing that what news you
may have for us is sharede

Recreation Programs

It's growing and it's expanding!
Recreation Department sponsored pro-
gramming touches 13 communities between
Chéticamp and Port Hastings. There are
now more participants than ever before.
Since the last session alone, (Spring '82)
the number involved in these courses
has tripled.

In September, approximately 100
programs were proposed for the county.
At present 64 of these are taking place.
This represents a 100% increase over
last time. Not only has the number
doubled, but the types of programs have
continued to diversify.

Several factors contribute to this
growth. Advance planning helped us to
get us where we wanted to be on sched-
ule. Advertisement in newspapers
allowed people to be aware of what was
available not only in their own comm-
unity, but also in neighbouring ones.
Although both of these factors play a
key role in effective programming, the
main factor in our success is the
""Program Supervisor.'

Fourteen such supervisors are runn-
ing programs in thirteen communities.
These people are the eyes,ears, and
hands of the Recreation Department in
our direct programming field. It is
impossible to aenerally state what
kind of person a supervisor is, but
there :are several characteristics
common to all. They are energetic
people with a definite sense of comm-
unity involvement. They want to see
things happen in their community and
are anxious to get out and do something
about it. They are ambitious, very
approachable, and aware of their comn-
unity needs and interests.,

Through small group meetings late
Spring each supervisor drew up a list
of programs to offer in his community
for the fall. The task that followed

“ realize that there is alot of work

Director (cont’d )

offered are under the general interest
category. We do however have one GED
program being offered in the Margaree
area under the capable guidance of
Mr. Archie Neil Chisholm. Another GED
program is presently being planned for
the Chéticamp area and anyone interested
may contact Mr. David Poirier at 224-2274
"We hope eventually to offer
programming opportunities to our
citizens in all three categories.
are presently recruiting teachers
and it is our intention to offer add-
itional programs particularly in the
upgrading area after Christmas. Ve
have been getting alot of calls from
individuals interested in enrolling
within the upgrading program area.

Vie

If you are interested in a particular
area or know of someone who might be
interested please don't hesitate in
calling us at 787-227hL.

As | have stated in my last column
| have presently an advisory committee
set-up to assist me in carrying out
the above programming opportunities.

The individuals on the committee are the
present supervisors of curriculum for

the |nverness District School Board -
(Mr. Wally Ellison,Mrs. Mary Jesse Mac
Donald, Mr.Robert Hannigan as well as
Mr. Alex MacEachen,Assistant
Superintendent). | have also a group
.of very dedicated and capable school
supervisors within each community who
are more then willing to listen to your
concerns or suggestions in what pro-
grams we could or should offer. Both
Donna(Program Coordinator) and myself
are only a telephone call away from
any interested group or individual and
are prepared to meet with you at your
convenience. Certainly our present
and future instructors are and will
prepared to assist you. | fully

be

ahead of us but we do have a system and
that system is set-up to assist and
encourage you to become involved.

If we are to~have any success in
carryirig out the above programs, your
participation is essential.

IMuseum and Historic

- Clan Galhevwny

Next summer will see the Inter-
national Gathering of the Clansdozgee
again in Nova Scotia, the secon [3
this event has ever been beld outside
Scotland - The Federation of N?va
Scotia clans has been in preparation
for the 1983 gathering for somé time
now. At the present moment, the :
Chestico Days Committee and the Chestic
' al Society of.Port
Hood are discussing the possibility of
a Clanranald Gathering in Port Hood
in August, 1983. Those descendents of
this particular branch of Clan Donald
included not only MacDonalds, but
MacEacherns, Maclsaacs and MacMacsters,
families who are numerous in Inverness
County, and particularly in the Port
Hood - Judique area. Those interested
in forming a Clanranald Gathering
Committee may contact Cathy MacDonald
at 787-2274 or 787-2431.

- Ski Coaching Clinic.

Ski Clinic

In co-operation with the Nova
Scotia Department of .Culture, Recreation
and Fitness, Nordic Ski Nova Scotia
will conduct a Level 1 Cross-Country
The Clinic will
be held on December 27-28, 1982 in
VWentworth.

Course conductor will be Bryan
Scallion,Provincial and Assistant
National Biathlon Team Coach.

The clinic will consist of six-
teen hours of instruction} both theory
and practical components will be
involved. ;

Registration is limited,so if
interested, register early.

For more information on the
Level 1 coaching clinic and other

. programs offered by Nordic Ski Nova

Scotia, contact lke Whitehead,
Development Co-ordinator, NSNS, P.O.:
Box 3010'South, Halifax,N.S. B3J :3G6.
PH: L425-5450 at the Sport Nova Scotia
Centre.

\

-John Cotton

was one of finding instructors, pro-
moting the programs, registering the
participants, and supervising the
classes. The result is an average of
five programs per community, with no
less than two programs occuring in
any one community.

We look forward to a further expan-
sion of programming in the new year,
at which time we will be introducing
additional Continuing Education
Programs. Programming possibilities
are almost endless in the range of
academic to general interest.

Success is a joint effort only
obtained through the interest and. -
cooperation of this department, our
supervisors, and the residents of the
county. Our aim is to offer what is
wanted and needed by the public. Only
through their input will we be able to
stay in step with current program
interests.

Donna MécDonell
Program ‘Coordinator
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