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DIRECTOR'S DESK 
ASSISTANCE FOR COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT 

Does your neighborhood park need a little sprucing up? How 
about some flowerbeds or hanging baskets on main street? Interested in 
coordinating a roadside clean up? We can help! Applications are available 
through the Inverness County Recreation/Tourism Department for local 
Communities in Bloom and Go for Green! projects. 

COMMUNITIES IN BLOOM 
The Recreation/Tourism Department is once again offering 

assistance to community organizations interested in coordinating a local 
"Communities in Bloom" project for their area. 

Communities in Bloom is a community enhancement program, to 
enable residents to work together to improve the appearance of their 
community and focus on a greener, healthier environment. The· 
Recreation/Tourism Department will assist groups on a 50 percent basis up 
to a maximum of $500. 

GO FOR GREEN! 
Go for Green is a provincial community-based project to help Nova 

Scotian's take part in responsible, healthy, outdoor physical activities that 
protect, enhance and restore the natural environment. By working together 
we are better able to preserve or create environments for active living for 
everyone. Some examples of projects that can be funded are: recreational 
activities in tune with nature, organic community gardens, community 
composts, bicycle swaps, nature walks and nature interpretive trails. Let 
your imagination and creativity go to work. We can improve our environment 
even while we enjoy and participate in active and healthy-giving activities. 
The sky's the limit! 

Go for Green project partners are Recreation Nova Scotia, Clean· 
Nova Scotia, Nova Scotia Sport & Recreation Commission and the Nova 
Scotia Department of the Environment. 

For more information or an application contact Donna MacDonald at 
the Recreation/'Tourism office at 787-3507. Please note: 
Deadline for the Communities in Bloom application is June 30, 2000. 
Applications for the Go for Green Fund are accepted on an ongoing basis. 

(Director's Desk continued on page 31) 
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by Burton MacIntyre 

You are here because.... 
A salute to our volunteers 

w Why are you here? 
Why am I here? 
Where are we going? 

You are here- because 
you coached the team 
you have been a friend to 
good causes 
you have been involved in 
culture and heritage 
you have driven students so 
they can participate in activities 
you were criticized by those 
who don't help 
you have been a fund raiser 
you have laughed when things were good 
v you have cried when things went badly and you have 
wiped the tears of others 
v'you have been involved when no one else would 
v'you have done all of the above, and more, and still 
you had fun. 

all the excuses! 
"Sorry Burton, I am going away." 
"I wish I could help, but -­ 
"Let someone else do it for a change." 
"Do it yourself." 

Why do we see pictures in the newspapers of 
young people achieving in sports, arts, culture? 
Amy Cotton, Danny MacLeod, Gayle and Leanne 
MacDonald, the MacKay twins, Alison Gillis- they 
made it because of volunteers like Leo MacDonell, 
Carol Chisholm, Ned MacDonald, Cyril Comus, and 
others in different activities-- people like you. Yes, I 
know that parents were very much a part of this success 
and they have contributed through determination and 
dedication, but they too depend on volunteers. 

We are here for our annual Volunteer 
Recognition Night in Port Hood. On the welcome sign 
near the village is the line: "the home of Al Macinnis. " 
His road to accomplishment began because someone in 
this community volunteered to help put in a rink, and 
because somebody was here to work with him to 
improve his skills. 

I am here to tell you what you already 
know - what we all learned by hard experience. 
Getting people to volunteer is tough work. I have heard 

Where are we going? 
Did you know that three major Nova 

Scotia festivals almost did not happen this 
year because of the lack of volunteers? Did 
you know that an organization in a 
neighboring county had to fold because of no 
volunteers? Did you know that in a recent · 
survey volunteers were on the decrease for 
family care, help for the elderly, and for the 

sick? 
Have you noticed that when you go to meetings 

of volunteer organizations, the same faces are there 
around the table year after year? Did you know, that as 
volunteers, you are becoming an endangered species? 

When the fun goes out of volunteering, you 
have experienced what is known as burn-out. It ha_ppens 
when too much work is on the shoulders of too few 
volunteers. All highly dedicated volunteers need a break 
now and then. But who will carry the torch? Who will 
help when we get old or tired? 

I know three things about a computer: you plug 
it in, you press buttons, and you use a mouse. Those 
who are more computer-literate than I am talk about 
something called "search engines" that will help you 
find almost anything on the Internet. 

The challenge for all of us is to be search 
engines to attract new faces at our meeting tables­ 
young people who have high energy levels and new 
ways of looking at things. 

There are three kinds of people: 
those who watch things happen 
those who ask: what happened? 
those who make things happen. 

All of those honored here this evening are the 
best kind of people: 

those who make things happen! 
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"{l/load comunilie± cne he e±lb 
ol, the oilion cndl the wonk o], the people wha conpviie the." 
Proud to be part of one such community 

by Georgina MacNab-de Vries 
What an honour and surprise it was for me to have 

had the privilege of representing the volunteers of 
Inverness County at the Provincial Volunteer Week 2000 
Award Ceremony in Halifax this past April. It truly was 
an amazing event in many facets: decor, atmosphere, size, 
and appreciation. There were 270 people present in the 
Commonwealth Room of the Westin Hotel where the 
event was held. Of these, 62 received representative 
Volunteer Awards and four accepted awards in special 
categories: model volunteer community, volunteer youth, 
multicultural volunteer, and a corporation that has shown 
support for volunteers. Over 90 communities were 
represented including volunteers, MLA's, wardens, 
mayors, etc. The emphasis of the day was on the 
outstanding and essential contributions of volunteers to the 
way oflife in Nova Scotia. This importance was outlined 
by Paul D'Eon, President of Recreation Nova Scotia, who 
stressed the indispensable role played by volunteers, a role 
that should be spotlighted and applauded, not only during 
Volunteer Week, but throughout the entire year. 

Premier Hamm, who presented the awards, stated 
that voluntarism demonstrates a sense of community, a 
respect for others, and in fact, builds community. In 
pointing out that Atlantic Canada and Nova Scotia in 
particular tops the country when it comes to volunteer 
efforts, he quoted a 1997 pole which found that 244,000 
Nova Scotians volunteered time to civic work. One out of 
three Nova Scotians, 

from young teens to seniors- give an average of three 
hours and 23 minutes a week of unpaid time. That is 43 
more minutes per week that the national average. 

He argued that although governments need to give 
support to new groups starting up in communities, 
government cannot do what volunteers do. Volunteers 
cannot be replaced and their work is key to the functioning 
of our communities. 

He expressed his thanks to the volunteers and his 
hope that such dedication will continue. 

· Paul D'Eon pointed out that the '97 pole also 
stated that this unpaid work translates to an economic 
value of $1. 7 billion. So, he proceeded to present 
Premier 
Hamm with a for "two billion volunteer dollars." 

This was a humbling experience for me as I 
watched so many volunteers walk to the podium. Many 
had given over forty years of service to a myriad of causes 
in their communities. It reinforces what I gleaned from 
my first year in East Lake Ainslie in 1980: vibrant 
communities are the result of the vision and the work of 
the people who comprise them. I am very proud to be part 
of one such community. I wish to express my gratitude 
and appreciation to Alexander Grant United Church for 
nominating me this year and my heartfelt thanks to the 
County of Inverness for this unique privilege. Thank you. 

LOST IN CANADA POST: 
Some things we tend to take for granted. For instance, that a piece of local mail can safely reach Whycocomagh from 

Port Hood. On April 18, a clearly labeled packet, in a large manilla envelope, was posted in Port Hood from the Recreation 
Department to the Partici-Paper office in Whycocomagh. Such a routine thing has been done for many years without a mishap. This 
time was different. The large packet never arrived in Whycocomagh. It contained the volunteer profiles and all the individual photos 
of the volunteers. We called all the post offices involved, Port Hood, Port Hawkesbury, Whycocomagh. None of them had this 
packet and could not imagine where it might have gone. It was speculated that maybe it was inadvertently bundled with Halifax mail. 
Even so, I should have received it long ago. It is still missing. It is an unsolved mystery. Fortunately, the profiles of the volunteers 
were still on a computer at the Recreation office, but the individual photos were lost. However, I still had the photos that I took on 
volunteer night. 

Our sincere apologies and regrets for the loss of the photos. If they are recovered we will certainly return them and hope 
that this time they will arrive at their intended destinations! -The Editor 
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THERESE AUCOIN 
Cheticamp 

Therese is nominated by the Sacred Heart 
Hospital Auxiliary. She is an active member of the 
Auxiliary, presently serving on the Ways & Means 
Committee, as well as working at the Hospital Tuck 
Shop, craft sales, flea markets, bingos, pot luck 
suppers, Meals on Wheels, plus making crafts for the 
boutique. Therese is also a member of the Cheticamp 
Senior Citizen's Club and is active on committees 
and in parish activities. Therese gives generously of 
her time to the community and her family. 

EARL BATHERSON 
Port Hood 

The Port Hood & Area Development Society 
has chosen to nominate Earl Batherson in recognition 
of his generosity to his community. Earl Batherson is 
a valued member of the Port Hood community. He is 
a cheerful person always ready to lend a hand, 
whether it be driving a senior to the store or stacking 
and moving chairs in his truck. He keeps the parish 
hall and grounds immaculate ("no pun intended" ) 
and is always available to set up for bingo, weddings, 
meetings, etc. Thank you Earl for your many hours of 
volunteer service! 

IAN BATHERSON 
Port Hood 

The Chestico Museum & Historical Society 
is pleased to honour Ian Batherson as their Volunteer 
of the Year for 2000. Owner and operator of Ian's 
Comer Store in Port Hood, Ian has been a part oflife 
at the comer since 1972. Over the years he has 
graciously handled the sale of tickets for events in 
Port Hood and surroundings areas. If asked to display 
a poster in his store, Ian's reply - "Sure, let me find 
you a space." If it is for the good of the community, 
he's behind it. Being a community business, Ian is 
always ready to donate something to a worthy cause. 
We thank you, lan, for your kind spirit of 
volunteerism. Small steps begin long journeys. 

GREG BEATON 

Greg Beaton has been a tireless volunteer for 
the Mabou and District Volunteer Fire Department 
and indeed the community of Mabou. Greg is the 
co-organizer of the IWK / Inverness Memorial 
Hospital fund raiser. He also oversees the operation 
of the doctor's office at the local firehall, seeing that 
the waiting area is prepared for the patients, as well 
as attending to the needs of the practising physician, 
Dr. Hauman. The Mabou Ceilidh, a major fund 
raiser, not only for the Fire Department but also for 
the local arena, has been the benefactor of Greg's 
tremendous organizational skills. Greg is also 
caretaker to the Firemen's Club which is sponsor for 
various fire department projects, the most recent 
being the acquisition of a new service van for the 
department. Greg is the epitome of the true spirit of 
volunteerism. 

Mabou 

AINSLIE BLUE 
Valley Mills 

The Ladies Auxiliary of Valley Mills & 
District Volunteer Fire Dept. are pleased to nominate 
Ainslie as their volunteer of the year 2000. Ainslie 
has been a member of our Volunteer Fire 
Department for the past thirty years, where he could 
always be seen lending a helping hand. The 
Auxiliary extends gratitude, congratulations. Thank 
you, Ainslie, for your dedication and giving so freely 
of your time. 

THERESA BRUSHETT 
South Lake Ainslie 

Theresa Brushett has undertaken to help a 
group of which she is not a member and her support 
of this group is worthy of recognition. For the last 
several years, Grant United Church Women of East 
Lake Ainslie have held two major fundraisers a year 
that require a great deal of volunteer labour over an 
intensive work period of several hours. They also 
sponsor various other meals and gatherings 
throughout the year. At each and every one of these 
events, Theresa can be found doing all that she can 
to give a helping hand. Theresa is a special friend 
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who offers her assistance when it is needed. She can 
be found in the kitchen quietly doing anything that 
needs to be done, moving cheerfully from one task to 
the next without question or complaint. 

GEORGINA CAMERON 
Port Hood 

Georgina Cameron moved to Port Hood from 
Inverness 36 years ago and since then has been an 
active member of our community, and her voice has 
been an intricate part of the church choir for most of 
those years. As a CWL member she has always been 
willing to help in any way she could, never saying no 
when asked to lend a hand. Georgina loves to walk, 
bowl and loves to skate, a skill she taught for four 
years with the local figure skating club. She also 
enjoys making rosaries for foreign missions. 
Georgina's friendly smile and generosity make her a 
very valuable member of the CWL and St. Peter's 
Parish CWL is proud to honour her as our volunteer 
for 2000. Thank you Georgina! 

HELEN CAMERON 
Port Hood 

The St. Stephen's United Church Women, 
Port Hood, are pleased to choose 
Helen Cameron as their volunteer 
of the year. Helen does not have 
many idle minutes due to a large 
family but she has time for making 
quilts and quilting for the needy 
with our "Community Stitchers". 
Helen is also involved in the UCW, 
the Red Cross, the Food Bank, the 
Hospital Committee, and still volunteers her time and 
baking for many fund raisers. She does this willingly 
and cheerfully and her efforts are very much 
appreciated. 

with her dedication toward the Acadian Centre. 
Hilda is solely responsible for the weekly bingo held 
at the Centre. She takes care of the bookkeeping, 
publicity and always makes sure customers are taken 
care of. Her efforts ensure the success of the Acadian 
Centre. Working every Tuesday in the small bingo 
office until midnight, she has never complained. 
Even when things seem impossible or ready to 
explode, she always finds room to fix them. Hilda, 
the children, the Acadian Centre, and all the bingo 
players, want to thank-you for your dedication and 
your patience. You are special and one of a kind! 

JEAN CHIASSON 
Cheticamp 

The Board of Directors, Executive Director, 
staff and members of the Cheticamp Development 
Commission are proud nominate Jean Chiasson. Jean 
is current President of the Development Commission 
and has been on the Board of the CDC almost every 
year since its inception. Jean is also a Board member 
of the Green Door Society, RITC Chairman and a 
member of the newly formed French, Economic 
Council. And, he is known for one more specialty. 
For many years he has been going from house to 

house, party to party at Christmas 
time, representing good old Santa. 
The staff at CDC even call him 
Santa. He is very generous with his 
time and has made himself 
available day or night. Jean's 
dedication to his community and to 
the Acadian Region make him very 
deserving of this recognition. 

Volunteering 
is a great way 
to grow! 

HILDA CHIASSON 
Cheticamp 

The Acadian Centre Executive Committee is 
pleased to honour Hilda Chiasson as their volunteer 
of the year. Her busy schedule has never interfered 

ALAN CHISHOLM 
Glenora 

Alan joined the West Bay Road Fire 
Department in April of 1996, and during his five 
years of service Alan has shown commitment and 
caring to his community as a dedicated fire fighter. 
Alan has held numerous positions on the various 
committees within the department. His is also in his 
second year term as Lieutenant of the hose, hook and 
ladder company. During the past ten years, Alan has 


