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Gateway to your Future 
Inverness County Adult 

Education/Information Centre 
by Mary Anne Ducharme 

Gateway to your Future" 
is the catchphrase for a new 
initiative in Inverness County. The 
idea is to assist adults in pursuing 
educational goals, and the HRDC­ 
funded project is administered 
through the Inverness County 
Recreation/Tourism Department 
with Director John Cotton. 

The Inverness County 
Adult Education/Information 
Centre will manage a range of 
information services for adult 
learners including individual 
tutoring, university calendars, class 
schedules for literacy programs, 
and details concerning alternative 
modes of study such as distance 
education and correspondence 
courses. Media education and 
distance education are rapidly 
growing sectors for adults. 

The Centre concept is in 
the early stages and the present 
focus is in identifying priorities, 
and forming connections with 
partners in learning. 

Ellen Murphy, who has 
worked on this project in Port 
Hood, emphasizes that wide 
community support is essential to 
the success of the Learning Centre. 
Organizations such as parish 
councils, home and school 
associations, community 
development groups, and service 
organizations can all have a 

The vision is that over time, the 
Inverness County Adult 
Education/Information Centre will 
gain an image of fostering an 
environment in which lifelong 
learning is the norm. It will be in 
tune with the aspirations of adult 
learners in each community and 
will be a resource flexible enough 
to accommodate adult educational 
goals, no matter what they may be. 

valuable role to play. "The 
community can do a lot of 
practical things so that its 
members connect with the 
education they want. And 
each individual can be an 
advocate of lifelong 
learning." 

She has contacted 
organizations to explain the goals 
of the project, and to encourage 
participation. 

Shirley Miller is responsible 
for a district from Margaree and 
north and has the particular 
challenge of finding ways to best 
serve both English and French 
speaking communities. She is 
seeking the ideas and assistance of 
people in that area. "There is 
room for many people to take 
leadership roles in this," she said. 
We need community activists to 
come on board-- to become aware, 
to help us spread the word about 
this new direction in education." 

Charlotte Campbell and 
Anna Lee MacEachern, presently 
working from the upstairs of the 
Post Office in Inverness, are 
coordinating development of the 
project in both Inverness and 
Whycocomagh. 

They realize that it will 
take time to build credibility, 
consistency and predictability_-­ 
the three key elements absolutely 

Inverness County 
Adult Education/lnformation Centre 

Gateway to Your Future 

essential to the success of the 
venture. 

The task of finding 
accessible and permanent 
community sites is a very high 
priority. "We realize that people 
have to know where to find us, 
and when," said Charlotte. "Sites 
are a sensitive issue, and people 
have to know that wherever we set 
up is not a statement of being 
exclusive to that place. We want 
to reach out to everyone no matter 
where you live. If you can't come 
to us, we will find a way to come 
to you!" 

The coordinators wish to 
emphasize that they are putting 
out a call for both tutors and 
learners! They are needed at all 
levels in all subjects. Once needs 
are identified and matched with 
the right educational resources, 
possibilities are opened. 

Previous efforts to train 
volunteer tutors in basic literacy 
programs were highly successful 
and there was a strong core of 
people eager to help adults learn 
to improve their literacy and 
numeracy skills. 

The problem was that not 
enough learners came forward- a 
barrier that hinders literacy efforts 
everywhere. Especially in small 

CONTINUED PAGE 31 
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Once again the County says Thank you, Volunteers! 
by Mary Anne Ducharme 

In 1986, Inverness County began a program of formally recognizing the contributions of volunteers 
in. our region. Since then, volunteers from virtually every neighborhood have been nominated because they 
have made a difference. They represent the best values of their communities. 

To date 727 have been honoured in the annual celebrations at the Municipal Building in Port Hood. 
This event is a wonderful opportunity for service organizations throughout the County to have a bit 

of the limelight they deserve. These organizations create the opportunities for the individual volunteer so 
that meaningful involvement and contribution can take place. 

Behind the scenes, organizations have financial trials, they have to work hard at resolving differences 
f opinion among strong personalities, and at the same time, they carry out the complex details of making 

good things happen for us. It is impossible to imagine what our life would be like here without them! 
Fire departments, culture and heritage groups, veteran organizations, hospital supporters, health and 

safety organizations, church groups, seniors organizations, youth groups, development associations, 
ecrotion and sports organizations - these express the very fabric of who we are. 

On April 21, 1999, for the 13 year in a row, 
the County has said a hearty thank you to volunteers. 
Master of ceremonies Yvon LeBlanc, commented that 
this is the designated Year of Older Persons and that 
the many grey heads in the audience was a visible 
reminder of the ongoing contributions that seniors 
make to society. 

County Warden A.J. MacDougall thanked the 
66 volunteers, and commented that it was a pleasure 
for County Council to recognize the people who do so 
much for Inverness County. "Without you, our work 
would be far more difficult" 

Charles MacDonald, MLA, pointed out the 
reputation of Nova Scotians as spending more time in 
volunteer work than any other province in Canada. He 
said that volunteers "are the heart and soul of our 
communities and your skills bind us together, serving 
as an inspiration for others to follow." 

This year Carol Ann Macinnis of the West Bay 
Fire Department represented Inverness County at 
provincial volunteer ceremonies in Bridgewater on April 
14. She is the first female fire fighter in her department 
and finds the challenges she has met have rewarded her 
with a sense of accomplishment and personal growth. 
Also at the provincial ceremonies was Nicole LeBlanc of 
Margaree Forks, representing the youth volunteers of 
the County. Nicole is a high-energy gal who is able to. 
include an active community volunteer life along with 
school work and activities and sports. In Port Hood, she 
was presented with a Youth Volunteer Award on behalf 
of the Nova Scotia Youth Secretariat and Recreation 
Nova Scotia. 

Councillor Gloria LeBlanc introduced the guest 
speaker for the evening in Port Hood, Laurie Cranton. 
A native of Inverness County, he graduated from the 
Margaree Forks District High School and attended the 
Maritime Forest Ranger School. 

An industrial forestry accident in February of 
1981 left Laurie as a paraplegic. That. experience 
helped him to realize that many people are 
disadvantaged-- some trapped within their homes and 
unable to work, isolated, and in need. He found that 
volunteering was his opportunity to look beyond his 
own disability, and to continue developing the bigger 
picture of who he was. 

Now living his life from a wheelchair, he 
returned to Halifax as a volunteer where he assisted 
other disabled persons by organizing various forms of 
recreational rehabilitation. This eventually resulted in 
employment as a rehabilitation consultant, but his 
pattern of volunteering continued to unfold in other 
activities. Volunteering illustrated to him clearly that 
being part of the solution was fun and it helped him 
greatly in his own life journey. 

When Laurie returned to Margaree in the early 
1990's, he was determined that he was going to do 
something he enjoyed as a kid: snowmobiling. He 
became highly involved in the organizational 
development of the sport, and in his own words I 
have received back from it tenfold what I have given." 

He is currently the vice-president of the 
Canadian Council of Snowmobile Organizations with a 
membership of well over 300,000 individuals. A 
highlight for him was in the organization of the Cross 
Canada Snowmobile Ride this past winter. He was one 
of 15 participants who took the 10,000+km ride of 43 
consecutive days that set many records, including the 
largest team of volunteers ever to work on a national 
snowmobiling event. It was the result of two years of 
planning and raising corporate funding. ''Volunteers 
organized the event and it was the grass roots 
volunteers at the local community levels that saw our 
safe journey through their respective communities. It 
was the trip of a lifetime for me." 
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FLORA J. AUSTIN 
Whycocomagh Stewart United 

Church Women 

Stewart United Church Women 
proudly nominate Flora J Austin. 
Flora, a retired school teacher, has 
volunteered · to tutor students, 
taught Sunday School, served as 
director of the Co-op in 
Whycocomagh, held various 
positions with the UCW, 
represented her local pastoral 
charge at Maritime Conference, and 
has been a delegate to the 
Inverness-Guys borough Presbytery. 
For more that 50 years she has 
been a member of the Eastern Star 
and has held most of the Chairs 
including Worthy Matron. She is a 
member, and presently secretary of 
the Bayville Senior Citizens Group. 

ELIZABETH BEATON 
Glencoe Mills 

Port Hood Red Cross 

Elizabeth has been chosen 
by the Port Hood Red Cross Branch. 
She is a retired school teacher, but 
has never really retired! Elizabeth 
serves on the executive of the 
Glencoe Ladies Aid and is very 
instrumental in organizing the 
Glencoe Square dances. She is 
always ready to volunteer her time 
in the community, especially with 
seniors, her church and community 
hall. She is the organizer of the 
Terry Fox Run in Mabou. The local 
Red Cross appreciates Elizabeth's 
interest and assistance in the 
Branch. 

MARY LORETTE BEATON 
Mabou 

nom. by Shirley MacDonald 

Mary Lorette is nominated by 
Shirley MacDonald in recognition of 
her generosity to the community 
and her willingness to give of her 
time. Her reputation for wonderful 
food makes Mary Lorette very 

popular for every event. Whether it 
is the Gaelic students raising money 
for a trip to Scotland and needing 
her to make dressing to sell; a 
funeral in the community where 
she is at the hall bright and early 
making biscuits; or a tragedy in 
the community where there is need 
for hot tea and sandwiches, Mary 
Lorette is always available. The 
community appreciates her hard 
work and dedication. 

ELIZABETH BISHOP 
Pleasant Bay 

Community Development 
Association 

Elizabeth is nominated by the 
Pleasant Bay Community 
Development Association. She is a 
volunteer fire fighter and part of 
the Volunteer First Response Team. 
In addition, she gives generously of 
herself to any organization or 
individual who is in need of help. 
Whether its cooking, calling bingo, 
starring in local concerts, parking 
cars, selling tickets, working with 
the youth, she is ready to help 
instantly in her cheerful way. The 
community knows that Elizabeth 
can be called upon day or night and 
be assured she will do whatever is 
in her power to help. 

GEORGE A BROWN 
Cheticamp 

Royal Cadet Army Corps 

The Officers and Instructors of the 
Royal Cadet Army Corps nominates 
Lt George A Brown. George has 
been a pillar of support to the 
Corps since 1993. George is very 
much involved in the training and 
administration of the Corps and can 
be found in the training office any 
day of the week. He is also Supply 
Officer and has acquired a 
computer and other much needed 
equipment. He is also involved in 
fund raising and the Corps canteen. 
George's dedication to this 

organization is visible on a daily 
basis. 

WAYNE CARROLL 
Margaree Forks 
Fire Department 

The Margaree Fire Department is 
pleased to nominate Wayne Carroll. 
"Lend a Hand" is certainly the 
motto of this volunteer. Wayne has 
been a member of the Department 
for more than 20 years. During 
that time, he devoted himself to 
fulfilling the Department's 
mandate, from fire fighting to 
carrying out the many tasks of 
secretary-treasurer. He has been 
active for several years in the Nova 
Scotia Fire Fighters Burn Unit Fund 
Raisers and has volunteered in the 
burn unit summer camp. He has 
also bartender for the club and is 
always available to accomplish a 
task when needed. Other 
community involvement includes 
the Margaree Co-op Board and the 
Margaree Area Development 
Association. 

BERT LEROY CARVER 
Port Hood 

Royal Canadian Legion 

The Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 
132 Inverness nominates Roy 
Carver. He has been a member of 
the Inverness Branch for 36 years, 
having served overseas for 2 1/2 
years in the Second World War. 
Roy has been responsible for the 
Poppy Campaign in Port Hood 
since 1985, and represented the 
Legion in the Chestico Days Parade 
for more than 10 years. A member 
of the Port Hood & District Fire 
Department since its formation, he 
is also a active member of St 
Stephen's United Church. 
Presently, he serves on the Board of 
Stewarts and is a member of the 
Official Board of St John's Pastoral 
Charge. Since his retirement from 
Nova Scotia Power, Roy has kept 
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Nova Scotia Power, Roy has kept 
very busy in his community, 
helping out wherever he is needed. 

CLOVIS CHIASSON 
Grand Etang 

LeMoine Fire Department 

LeMoine Fire Department 
nominates Clovis Chiasson. Clovis 
has been in the Fire Service for the 
past 24 years. During that time he 
became District Deputy Chief; the 
first and only Fire· Chief of the 
LeMoine Department; and a 
training officer. He has been the 
Chairperson of the St Joseph du 
Moine Scottish Concert for the past 
20 years, and plays a very active 
role on that committee. He is a 
member of the bingo committee. 
Clovis is active in his church, 
having served on every parish 
committee, including the choir! 
Presently, he is second vice­ 
president of the Cheticamp 
Development Commission. Clovis is 
endlessly working for the 
betterment of the community, and 
in particular the Fire Department 

LUBIE CHIASSON 
Cheticamp 

Le Club de Retraites 

Le Club de Retraites de Cheticamp 
is pleased to nominate Lubie 
Chiasson. Lubie is an active 
member of the community. For five 
years he was the. president of the 
Cheticamp Boy Scout Troop, and 
was also the coordinator for the 
Scout Troop from St Pierre 
Miquelon; chauffeuring the Troop 
wherever needed during their stay. 
He was a volunteer fireman for 18 
years, and five of those years 
serving as lieutenant Lubie was a 
director of the Cheticamp 
Development Board for three years, 
and is presently serving a three 
year term on the board of Le Club 
des Redroots de Cheticamp. All of 

his adult life, Lubie has rendered 
many services to his church and 
continues to do so today. He visits 
and helps seniors where needed. 
Lubie has never been known to 
refuse a request for help from a 
neighbour or association when his 
talents are needed. 

RAYMOND CHIASSON 
Cheticamp Island 

Royal Canadian Legion 

The Royal Canadian Legion Branch 
32 Cheticamp nominates Raymond 
Chiasson. Since his retirement 
Raymond has moved to the 
Cheticamp area, and has become 
very involved in many 
organizations. These organizations 
include the Acadian Centre, St 
Peters Parish, the Seniors Club and 
the Legion, with which he has been 
a member for the past 11 years. He 
served on various committees 
including the Poppy Committee, the 
Sick Committee, Executive and 
Lounge Committees. His time and 
expertise are given freely to the 
Branch. 

STEPHEN CHIASSON 
Margaree Forks 

Inverness Ground Search & 
Rescue 

Inverness Ground Search & Rescue 
nominates Stephen Chiasson. Since 
joining in 1988, he has served on 
the executive for several years and 
is currently president. Steve is also 
very active with the Fund Raising 
and Building Committees. Being a 
searcher requires considerable 
dedication, and a willingness to be 
called upon day or night. Last 
September, Steve volunteered as a 
Searcher in the Swiss Air Disaster. 
Steve is also a member of the 
Farmer's Association. 

ELAINE CORMIER 
Margaree 

New Horizons Club 

Elaine is nominated by the 
Margaree New Horizons Senior 
Citizen's Club. She is a past­ 
director of the Margaree Credit 
Union, a member of St Michael's 
Council of the CWL, and was a 
president of the former Belle Cote 
Home and School Association. 
Elaine has been a member of the 
Margaree Senior Citizen's Club 
since 1994, and has been very 
active in all Club activities, 
especially in the kitchen. She has 
served on various Club committees, 
and has recently completed the 
task of this year's nominating 
committee. She has also recently 
organized a Craft Night for every 
Thursday evening. 

BETTY CRANTON 
Margaree Centre 

Wilson United Church Women 

Wilson United Church Women 
nominate Betty Granton. Betty has 
always been a willing helper and 
ready to serve where needed. She 
is one of the founding members of 
the Margaree Cancer Unit and is 
both the representative .for the 
Margaree Centre area and looks 
after the memorial cards. She is a 
member of the ICMH Auxiliary, for 
which she currently serves as 
secretary and is convenor of Arts & 
Crafts for the Spring Fling and 
Christmas Sale. Betty is very active 
in the Wilson UCW as secretary and 
convenor of several committees. 
When her children were in school 
she was active in the Home and 
School Committee. Thank you 
Betty for your many hours of 
volunteer work. 

GELAS DEVEAUX 
Cheticamp 

Le Conseil Cooperatif Acadien 

Le Conseil Cooperatif Acadien de la 
N. E. nominates Gelas Deveaux. 
Gelas is very much involved in the 
Co-op Movement and the 


