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Director's Desk artici- hoper 
Communities in Bloom 

The Communities in Bloom project is a national 
initiative to encourage the improvement of municipal 
landscapes, to promote a better quality of life and to 

raise environmental 
conscience. The 
project consists of 
the provincial 
capital and 
municipalities from 
specific population 
categories: a village, 
a town, and a city 
representing their 
province at a 
national competition 

of municipal beautification. 
Municipal Council has approved Inverness 

County's entry into this competition and encourages 
participation in this worthwhile project which has many 
benefits. The objective would be to work together as a 
community for the enhancement of the community and 
environment. · Several communities have already 
expressed an interest. If you would like more 
information on the Communities in Bloom project, 
please contact the Recreation/Tourism Department at 
787-2274. Fax: 787-3110. Or you may drop into the 
office in the Municipal Building in Port Hood. 

Summer Events Brochure 
Planning on attending the county festivals this 

summer? Perhaps a ceilidh, a concert, a good old 
fashioned square dance or even a lobster dinner? If you 
are, then a copy of the 1995 Summer Events Brochure 
will come in handy! The brochures will be available 
June !st When you do get your copy, be sure to keep it 
in a convenient location where you can refer to it again 
and again and not miss any of the festivities happening 
his summer in Inverness County! 

Volunteer Awards 
The 10th annual Volunteer Award Night 

Ceremony was held Wednesday evening, August 26th at 
the Municipal Building in Port Hood. Volunteers were 
honored by the municipality for the invaluable 
contributions they have made to their qommunities. 
Featured in this issue of Partici-Paper is a profile of 
each volunteer nominated, and well as a feature on the 
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Volunteers: 
keeping our 

communities alive 
by Mary Anne Ducharme 

In the past ten years, hundreds of volunteers have been 
invited to the Court House in Port Hood by the 
Recreation/Tourism Department and Municipal Council. Each 
individual nominated by 
community organizations across 
the county is chosen only once in 
a lifetime for a; special tribute 
during Volunteer Recognition 
Week. In this I 0th year, another 
48 were welcomed by Master of 
Ceremonies Yvon LeBlanc who 
thanked them warmly for their 
extraordinary contributions. The 
six municipal councillors were 
all present to shake hands and 
present plaques to volunteers 
from their-own districts. Yvon 
also introduced the theme for the 
evening, how there has been a 
paradigm shift in all of Canada, 
a forced change from reliance on 
government to more reliance 
upon ourselves. While this is a 
difficult transition, he 
commented that volunteering is a 
proven benefit to individual well­ 
being and health, and that it is a 
great way to learn new skills. 

Warden Ed MacDonald spoke of the breadth and 
depth of the volunteer movement in Inverness County --which 
is doing a better job of keeping rural communities alive than 
limited governments can do. "It is volunteer action that keeps 
us all going. It's your personal sense of caring about the needs 
of others. Communities would be devastated without the 
efforts you have put forth. If there were no volunteers we 
would have no rinks, sports, fire departments, cultural 
activities, youth clubs, churches, historical societies -- none of 
that would be possible." 

Guest speaker Monique Aucoin, who is involved 
herself with many volunteer activities in northern Inverness 
County, agreed with Warden MacDonald that "we wouldn't 

need so much government intervention if we did more things 
by ourselves and for ourselves." She described volunteers as 
essentially "wanting creatures" who desire more than material 
things. "There is a basic human need to make a difference to 
contribute, and that need is satisfied by sharing experiences and 
helping one another." 

She gave the example of the Catholic Church which is 
suffering because of a lack of priests. Because of the shortage, 
a priest with a bad back was asked to take on a new parish in 
which the membership had fallen off. He explained to his 
congregation that his condition would limit his ability to do 
much more than say Mass and other basic activities, and that he 
would need- the help of every parishioner. This was different. 
The people were used to letting the priest do it all, and they 
were more observers than participants. This priest was a great 

people-organizer, and he got busy 
creating committees in which 
everyone had a role that suited 
individual abilities and interests. 
Soon all the sick were being visited, 
youth clubs were functioning, funds 
were raised to fix the roof, the choir 
knew exactly what music was needed, 
and the parish membership grew 
because it was now possible to make 
a difference personally in how things 
were done. "This is a new wave of 
doing things in the church," Monique 
concluded, "and with government 
cutbacks, this will have to be the new 
wave in the communities as well." 

She. cautioned, however, that 
volunteerism only works when 
organizers not only know how to 
recruit volunteers, but they know who 
to keep them interested in the long 
term. "Volunteers must be happy and 
like what they are doing, or it does not 
work out. After all, this is their own 

free time they are giving, and why should they give it if it makes 
them unhappy? They have to work in an environment which is 
caring and supportive and each individual must be acknowledged 
as accomplishing something worthwhile." 

Vera MacMillan, whose name was drawn lo represent 
County volunteers at provincial ceremonies, described her 
experiences as she and 63 others from across Nova Scotia were 
honoured at the Prince George Hotel in Halifax. "We were made 
to feel very special by everyone there, and the Premier thanked 
and praised us for our contributions to community life." The 
volunteers were treated to a banquet and framed certificates. 

The annual volunteer recognition ceremonies in Port 
Hood arc organized by the staff of the Recreation/Tourism 
Department, particularly Donna MacDonell and Donna 
MacDonald. 

Thank You- 
Volunteers! 

A Great Way To Grow 
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Me proudly salute our volunteers fro 'District # 1 

° THANKS eM To Ou 
l», COMMUNITY's 
¢ VOLUNTEERS 
CELEBRATE VOLUNTEER WEEK 

APRIL 23-29, 1995 

Bruno Bourgeois 
The Green Door 

Cheticamp 

Bruno Bourgeois is a well 
known entertainer of choice for young 
and old, and he is also actively involved 
in volunteer work for his community. 
He is a member of Les Amis du Plein 
Air, and is a member of the Board of 
Directors of The Green Door. 

This young man is always 
willing to help out in organizing benefit 
dances for those in need and volunteering 
his musical talents at various social 
events. Bruno is the type of person who 
knows how to take initiative and in the 
end, always ends up first place in 
everyone's heart. 

The clients of The Green Door 
are particularly fond of Bruno. Although 
most of the time you can find Bruno 
painting up a storm, he will often take 
time off from his busy schedule to 
entertain or just_ visit our clients. One 
can tell just by listening that he has just 
come in the door and there is no wonder 
that our clients have strong feelings for 
Bruno. They know that he will give them 
their heart's desire if he possibly can 
and his mere presence brings them joy 
and fulfillment. He delivers his love and 
kindness through hugs, laughter, singing 
and dancing. 

Mr. Bruno Bourgoeis is an 
outstanding individual and we are proud 
to take this opportunity to send a special 
thank you his way. 

Raymond Doucet" 
Le Conseil Cooperatif 

Acadien 
Cheticamp 

Le Conseil Cooperatif Acadien 
desire souligner Raymond Doucet, g&rant 
du magasin Coop de Cheticamp. Son 
implication et son devouement au sein 
des cooperatives remontent a une 
trentaine d'annees. 

. ' 
4 

Au niveau local, il a siege sur le 
comite de credit de las caisse populaire, 
et sur le conseil d'administration de la 
Cooperative de Poisson de Ch&ticamp, 
en devenant president plus tard. II fut un 
des membres fondateurs et plus tard, 
president du Conseil Coopcratif Acadien. 

Au niveau provincial , ii a servi 
sur le ''Nova Scotia Co-op Council," et 
sur la "Comminity Development Coop of 
Nova Scotia." Aujord'hui memc, il 
continue de representer les gerants des 
magasins coops de la zone 1, lle du 

Cap-Breton. 
Cependant, Raymond n'a jamais 

reserve son temps et son &nergie 
strictement pour les cooperatives. Au 
cours de ann&es, il a it& president de la 
Societ& St Pierre, president du comite de 
finances pour la paroisse St Pierre; 
commissaire scolaire, et meme membre 
des Chevaliers de Colomb. 

Sa vie priv&e n'est pas 
compliquee. 11 aime le bois, la peche, la 
chasse et surtout son chalet pour Teque] 
ii vit. II partage sa vie avec sa femme et 
ses deux enfants, deja adultes. Merci 
Raymond pour le cadeau de ton temps! 

Therese LeBlanc 
Sacred Heart Hospital 

Auxiliary 
Cheticamp 

Since Therese LeBlanc has 
retired, she has never been so busy. It is 
thanks to people like her that the Sacred 
Heart Hospital Auxiliary is very 
successful. As treasurer of the Auxiliary, 
Therese prepares monthly finanacial 
reports. As chairperson of the Ways and 
Mean Committee, she is repsonsible for 
organizaing fundraising events. These· 
activities usually include an annual 
Christmas Crafts and Bazaar Sale 
several pot luck meals, several bingos 
and other activities. 

Therese is indeed a valuable 
worker and team member. Her 
willingness to offer a helping hand is just 
one of her valuable traits. As of last 
Novmber, Therese has also joined the 
board of the Hospital Foundation. 
Whenever her answering machine 
answers your phone calls, she could be 
delivering meals on wheels; offering 
communion to the sick, collecting for the 
Kidney Foundation, or working on 
fundarising 'events for the Acadian 
Centre. 

Partici-Paper, May!June 1995, page 4 



y 'lysalute o strict #T 

How can we recognize! 
the best volunteers? They are 
the ones who know that part of 
our humaness is being 
incomplete, and that we need to 
be with other people to be 
whole. They know that simple 
kindness and humanity are the 
best approaches to any common 
task, no matter how difficult. 
[We know them by the fellowship 
they generate and the work they) 
do· with good will and humour. 
'We know who they are because 
they inspire the very finest 
qualities in ourselves. 

-Mary Anne Ducharme 

Angus LeFort 
La Cooperative Radio 

Cheticamp 

La Cooperative Radio 
Cheticamp nominates Angus LeFort for 
volunteer recognition. Since 1991, 
Angus has been actively involved with 
the project of establishing a permanent 
French community radio station in the 
Cheticamp area. 

Angus Le Fort worked hard to 
obtain a permanent licence from the 
CRTC for La Cooperative Radio 
Cheticamp, spending countless hours 
approaching provincial and federal 
government to cover the costs of the 
project. He has established the 
infrastructure for the station. 

Angus Le Fort has also done 
volunteer work with the Board of 
Directors of the following community 
groups: N.I.R.C.A. (arena and golf 
course), the Cheticamp Credit Union and 
Les J eux de I' Acadie. 

onion 

Claude Major 
2940RCACC 
Army Cadets 
Cheticamp 

Claude Major spent over seven 
years as an instructor with the Cheticamp 
Army Cadet Corps. His dedication to the 
young men and women of the Corps has 
been beyond reproach. His leadership as 
a training officer and his long hours, 
including week-ends spent with the corps 
training were highly valued by both the 
corps and their sponsor, the Royal 
Canadian Lcigon Branch 32 of 
Cheticamp. Since retiring from the 
Corps, Claude continues to be dedicated 
to the cadets by providing facilities for 
cadet training -- for instance, the rifle 
range, accommodations for sleeping and 
eating, and land made available for 
outdoor training. 

He has also spent countless 
hours providing handicrafts and food 
items for fundraising events for the 
Hospital Foundation and the Canadian 
Red Cross Society. His volunteer work 
with the Cheticamp Legion includes 
assisting with renovations for the Branch 
and the Ladics Auxiliary's facilities. 

He has been past chairman· of several 
committees, including the cadet 
sponsoring committee, sick and visiting, 
and Poppy chairman. Claude is presently 
the newly elected president of Branch 32 
of Cheticamp. 

All future possibility oj 
rural existence would come to 
a grinding halt without our 
volunteers. When disaster 
visits us, volunteers offer 
helping hands and reassurance 
that life is worthwhile. When 
there is hard work to do for the 
benefit of the community, the 
volunteer steps forward. When 
we seek the company of good 
people to share tasks and 
personal insights and laughter, 
it is from volunteers we seek it. 
Their humanity is the greatest 
wealth of every rural 
community and money can't 
buy it and no government 
program can ever replace it. 

·Mary Anne Ducharme 
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Me proudly salute our volunteers fro 'District #2 

Thank You 
Volunteers! 

A Great Way To Grow 

serves the community as a religion 
teacher, and she is currently on the 
executive of the C.W.L. for St. Patrick's 
Church in North East Margarec. 

Gerald Buckles 
Margaree Volunteer 
Fire Department 

Gerald Buckles is Deputy Chief 
and a very special fifteen year member of 
the Margaree Volunteer Fire Department. 
Active in training sessions and 
fundraisers, Gerald is highly valued for 
his professionalism as a firefighter. 

Gerald and his wife Martha 
operate a tourist facility at Margaree 
Forks, and Gerald is involved in the 
Margaree Tourist Association, and the 
Margaree Salmon Association. His 
community thanks him for the 
friendliness of his spirit, including his 
commitment to the Parish Council and 
Minor Hockey. 

Janet Gillis 
Margaree Volunteer 
Fire Department 
Ladies' Auxiliary 

Janet comes to us from Ontario, 
but you would think she was always a 
Cape Bretoner. Janet, the mother of 

three, the wife of Greg Gillis, is a doer 
and an mover. Janet has been in the 
auxiliary for five years, has just finished 
a four· year term on the catering 
committee, and she has been available 
to help with any activity since the 
beginning. 

Janet works seasonally at the 
Margarec Lodge, and she loves being 
involved in the community. She is 
currently oil the Parish Council of St. 
Michael's Parish where she also assumes 
the position of chairperson for the liturgy 
committee, with a special involvement in 
the children's liturgy. This keen interest 
in children has led her to assist in the 
preschool, and in the past couple of 
years, Janet was instrumental in forming 
a playground committee which has 
started an area for smaller kids to play in 
the summer. 

In her spare time, Janet remains 
a high-energy person, walking, running, 
skiing, swimming, or just having a great 
gab with someone. Thank you, Janet, for 
being who you are and just being there 
for whatever and whenever. 

Mary Doiron 
N.E. Margaree 

Volunteer Fire Department 
Ladies' Auxiliary 

Mary, currently secretary for the 
Ladies' Auxiliary, is a charter member of 
our organization, and is greatly valued for 
her willingness to help with fund raising 
events or at anything that is needed. 

Married to Denis Doiron, and a 
mother of two children, Mary also 

Bertha Doucet 
Kinette Club 
Margaree 

No matter what our· club 
.undertakes, we know the job will be 
easier and much more fun when Bertha 
Doucet is there. She has held most 
positions on our club executive and is 
currently our bulletin editor. She is an 
ideal volunteer whether it is stepdancing 
with the seniors, playing Santa for them, 
or organizing bingos. She does all with 
the greatest smile and the best sense of 
humor. 

Bertha and her husband Kin 
Dennis live on Arsenault Hill in East 
Margaree. They have two children, and 
one grandchild, Tyler, who is the apple 
of their eyes. 

Dennis Doucet 
Kinsmen Club 
Margaree 

"Serving the Community's 
greatest needs" is the motto of the 
Kinsmen Club and Dennis Doucet lives 
up to this ideal. He is one of the charter 
members of the Margaree Kinsmen Club 
and he has been very active in all aspects 
of the club in its 16 year history. He is 
the first Life Member, which is the 
club's highest honor, an award chosen by 
fellow members. 

He has held all positions in the 
club and his experience and willingness 
to help are always evident. He is a great 
help to younger members and quick to 
continued next page 
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