No Place Llke Home, 1
Rev. Donald Gillics, 2
Rural Recreation, 2,10
County Volunteers, 3,4

How we became Inverness County, 5,6

Fly our Flag!, 6

Au Coin du Nord, 7
Radio Cheticamp, 7

Holy Simon, 8

Ancestors Unlimited, 9, 10
John Skotynsky, 11

Tour du Cap Breton, 12

HAittention
Business Ownerns

If you wish to participate in

a workshop to develop package
tours and promotional material
for Inverness County on May 25
at the Glenora Distillery, contact:
John Cotton, Recreation/Tourism

Fitweek, 12 Yy 1y - - Department: 787-2274.

May 1992, Volume 13, no.5

NO PLACE LIKE HOME

A new book traces the life and times
of Cape Breton Heritage Houses

by Mary Anne Ducharme

Anyone who drives a car does a
considerable amount of house-gazing,.
After all, houses are visible and
interesting: it does not matter if they
are in good repair or bad, new or old,
inhabited or derelict, spectacular or
humble, lovingly kept or slovenly -- we
all look at them, with at least a
passing interest in the human histories
on the other side of the closed doors.

But no matter how welcoming a house
may appear, one does not simply knock
on the door to ask the owner to satisfy
our curiosity. Nor do many of us delve
through deeds and records in archives.
We may drive by an intriguing house
dozens of times with the same
questions coming to mind, and for the
most part, they never are answered.

Now Cape Breton enthusiasts have
another dimension for enjoyment of
our Island besides the breathtaking
scenery featured in other travel books.

No Place Like Home, a newly
released book by Mary K. MacLeod
and James O. St.Clair, and published
by University College of Cape Breton
Press, details not only architecture, but
the human history of houses in Cape
Breton. The Mull River MacFarlane
house was built to replace a log house
so that the daughters could better
attract gentleman callers. The Coady
House, in which the famous Dr.
Moses Coady grew up, has not been
changed in 106 years, and there we can
glimpse the lifestyle that formed him.
The MacMaster- MacKillop House in

Creignish is the last survivor of its
type in Cape Breton and has housed
five generations of the same family.
Wallace R. MacAskill, the world
renowned marine photographer lived in
a lovely house in St. Peter’s, and this
house is now a provincial historic site.

Through the pages of No Place Like
Home, we find fascinating portraits of
nineteen Cape Breton houses. This
aspect of our social and cultural
history has not been collected in print
until now.

The 101 page book, in an attractive
softcover format, and illustrated with
black and white photographs, is easy to
carry as a travelling companion. It is
a "must-buy" for all collectors of
Maritime publications, and best of all,
it is entertaining reading. The book is
planned as the first in a series,. with
the ultimate goal of developing "house-
tour routes” across Cape Breton.

Mary K. MacLeod, Ph.D., of Dominion
and St.Rose is an economic historian
and Assistant Director of the Beaton
Institute at UCCB. James St. Clair of
Mull River, is an Assistant Professor
of UCCB, a genealogist and writer for
Ancestors Unlimited in this paper, a
free-lance broadcaster with CBC, and
an architectural enthusiast.

Both authors are members of the
executive of the Iona Connection Co-
operative Limited, an island-wide
network of heritage, historic and
museum societies dedicated o the
preservation of Cape Breton Heritage.
No Place Like Home is a project of the
Iona Connection.

Jim St. Clair, (second from the left), writer for Partici-
Paper’s Ancestors Unlimited, has co-authored a book
with Mary K. MacLeod, called NO PLACE LIKE
HOME. The new book, published by UCCB Press, was
launched at Pages Bookstore in Sydney on May 1.
Pictured are Judith Head who is a librarian and
Director of the UCCB Press; Jim St. Clair; Mary K.
MacLeod, Assistant Director of the Beaton Institute;
and William Gallivan, Interim President of UCCB.

Cheticamp genealogy seminar

Stephen White, genealogist at Le
Centre d' études acadiennes of
I'Université de Moncton will conduct
a seminar at Les Trois Pignons in
Chéticamp on May 23. This event is
sponsored by Eastern Counties
Regional Library and La Société St-
Pierre.

The history and genalogy of Chéticamp
constitutes one of the major
preoccupations of La Société St-Pierre
in its efforts to discover and safeguard
Acadian heritage.

_Mr. White will speak on the founders
of Chéticamp, and the history of the

LeBlanc family of Chéticamp, St.

Copies of No Place Like Home are for ~ J°Seph du Moine and Margaree.

sale by museums and historical

societies, are available in book stores, Everyone is invited to attend this

or may be ordered from the University
College of Cape Breton Press, Clo
UCCB, Box 5300, Sydney.

seminar which will start at 9 am and
conclude at 4 pm on Saturday May
23. For more information: 224-2642.
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by Mary Matheson

Reverend Donald MacMillan Gillies
(1863-1928)
Newly gathered information

The Whycocomagh Historical Society received a letter of query
Jfrom Heather Shoeny of Maryland, the great grand-daughter of
Reverend D. M. Gillies, and at the time the none of the members
of the Society knew much about him. After information was
shared from many people, we were able to gather a considerable

file, and were happy to write a long letter to Heather. The

Jollowing is a condensed version of our findings. Peter MacMillan
provided information on the MacMillan connection,  Jim St.
Clair investigated Sydney records, and Clara MacMillan shared
her recollections of the Gillies family.

Donald MacMillan Gillies was born in Whycocomagh on
June 12, 1863. His father was Neil Angus Gillies, known as
"Squire Gillies," born in Gillies Cove in 1835, the son of Neil
Gillies who was born in Tiree, S cotland.

Donald’s mother was Catherine MacMillan of Lake Ainslie,
the youngest of twelve children of Duncan MacMillan and his
wife Julia Campbell. They were married at Lake Ainslie on
August 20th, 1862. It is thought that the clergyman was Reyv.
Donald MacMillan, a brother of Catherine.

Donald MacMillan Gillies attended Normal College, Truro,
and taught school in Cape Breton for several years. After

going to Western Canada, he took an arts course in Manitoba
College and was engaged in mission work in Manitoba under
Dr. James Roberston. Mr. Gillies received his theological
training in San Anselmo Presbyterian Seminary, California.

His first pastorate was in the San Joaquin Valley where he
remained for three years. Returning to Nova Scotia, he
became the minister of St. Philip’s Church, Westville, on
November 24, 1903. After a year’s ministry at Westville, he
became minister of St. Paul’s Church, Glace Bay, where he
served the church for over 21 years, unitl his retirement on
June 1, 1926. '

In 1911, he received the Degree of Doctor of Divinity from a
theological college in Iowa. Rev. Gillies was married on
September 10, 1892 to Isabella Urquhart, born May 25, 1858
in Seaview, Richmond County, daughter of William Urquhart
and his wife Barbara MacKenzie. Barbara was the daughter
of William MacKenzie and his wife Margaret MacKay.

Reverend D.M. and Isabella had two daughters. Emma
Catherine, ». 1693, d. 1975, married 2 Corsi. Christena, b.
1895, d.1924, married a Johnson.

Isabella cied on September 5, 1909 and is buried in the
Gillies plot in the Stewartdale Cemetery.

Rey. D.M. married again to Mary Lee Manson. Following his
retirement, they lived in Whycocomagh for some time, and
their home ( now owned by Graham and Jessie MacDonald)
was called "Sunny Brae."

Reverend D.M. Gillies died in March of 1928 in Sydney and
is buried in the Manson plot in Hardwood Hill Cemetery.
Mary Lee lived in Sydney until her death on September 30,
1949 at the age of 82 years.

, Rural Recreation Departmelnts: ;
Wihprocomagh Bistorical Society 4 role model for broad-based rural development:

by Mary Anne Ducharme

The following is a commentary on
an article "Rural Recreation: The
Quintessential Partnership” by
Susan Markham in a recent issue
of Tidings, the newsletter for the
Recreation Association of Nova
Scotia. Susan Markham is an Assis—
tant Professor in Recreation
Management of the School of
Recreation and Physical Education
at Acadia University in Wolfville.

Susan Markham’s interesting ar-
ticle highlights an issue that is
of increasing concern in rural
areas of the Maritimes, par-
ticularly Cape Breton, and
especially regions like Inverness
County. She leads her article by
saying:

”One of the most important but
least analyzed segments of the
recreation delivery system is
rural recreation. The fierce
demands of our ever-growing
cities have monopolized much
of the energy of our research-
ers, presenters and authors.
However, we must not be per-
mitted to inadvertently ignore
rural recreation.”

This statement could be painted
on a much broader canvas.

I think this carries through in
many other study disciplines as
well. In Cape Breton, there are
only two ’urban areas’ -Sydney
and Port Hawkesbury, and
hundreds of rural communities.

It is harder to live in rural areas
than in urban environments, in
many ways: governments are
most often urban-based and
remote; there are long distances
to travel to work and school,
and to essential services such as
medical care; there are problems
of isolation and lack of support
networks; even in good times

Editor's version of sneaker day

there is below average employ-
ment opportunity and economic
development; everything costs
more. and in hard times, rural
peoplé are at greater risk; inade-
quate school facilities and
programs are chronic; apd in-
adequate funding policies hand-
icap one of our greatest assets:
the optimum development of
our cultural potential.

Yes, rural dwellers have been
under-researched and undercon-
sulted by provincial and federal
levels in several important areas
of study. In beleaguered
economic times, and when the
constitution is the obsessive
issue, it not likely that initia-
tives for study on rural develop-
ment will come from upper
levels of government.

Widely published studies need
to be undertaken — and coor-
dinated, specific to rural
development, as a ’grass-roots’
initiative, and not as some
"esoteric academic exercise, Or as
a another bath in statistics. The
studies have to be human-
centred. Some of this study is
already going on with local

continued page ten
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