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Annie-Rose Chiasson of Chéticamp
is the 2004 Volunteer of the Year

for Inverness County

The Warden, Councillors and Staff of Inverness County
Salute All Volunteers
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FROM

THE DIRECTOR’S DESK

The Participaper cover pages are generally printed in
the municipal colours of blue and yellow.  However,
the Christmas issue is printed with a red cover in
celebration of that season.

SUMMER/FALL EVENTS
BROCHURE:

Summer 2004 will be a busy
one in Inverness County.  Along with
our regular line up of community

celebrations and festivals there will be some very
special celebrations including Inverness Centennial;
St. Joseph du Moine 125th;  and Congrès Mondial
Acadian celebrations in Chéticamp.

Our annual Summer & Fall Events brochure will
be in mailboxes in early June.  Be sure to check this
issue for a listing of festivals and events that we
have to-date.  Thank you to all who provided us
with the festivals & events information for this
year’s brochure and best of luck to all the
organizing committees!

SENIOR GAMES:
On Saturday June 5, the 2004 Senior Games will

take place at the Inverness Academy on Cabot
Street in Inverness.  The games are open to all
county residents 50+ years.  Activities include a
little friendly competition  with cards, horseshoes
and darts.  New this year is a scrabble competition.
There will also be entertainment, socializing,
informative workshops and lots of fun.

Registration for the Senior Games is being taken
by local Senior clubs throughout Inverness County.
See page 26 of this issue for more information on
the 2004 Senior Games.

COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT:
Once again the Municipality is offering a

“Communities in Bloom” grant to communities
throughout Inverness County.  “Communities in
Bloom” is a community enhancement program that
can enable residents to work together to improve on
the appearance of their community as well as
maintain and focus on a greener, healthier
environment.

“Communities in Bloom” grants are available
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By Dr. Jim St. Clair
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As Inverness Town celebrates the 100th Anniver-
sary of its establishment as a town, with its own
Mayor and other officials, many people will be
searching for information about people living in the
area at the time of the development of the  coal
mines.

The following are some records which may well be
of interest as people look for their ancestors and
speak of those involved with the early
years of  “Broad Cove Mines” as it came
to be the Town of Inverness.
From the 1901 Census and the records of
Strathlorne Church:
1.  John H. Ladd (age 49), born in
England; arrived in Canada in 1880.
Euphemia (MacLeod), his wife (age 43),
born in Nova Scotia (daughter of Isaac
MacLeod of  Strathlorne).

In 1901, John and Euphemia were living in an
eight-room house with the following children:
Montesque (19) (Checking this age), Gordon (16),
Isaac McL. (14), Marion Amelia (12), Euphemia
Lizzie (10), Alice Worgan (8),
Helen Ivey (6), Una L. (4), Kate Priscilla (1), (and
a tenth child born after 1901 census was John
Henry, born in 1903.  John H. Ladd died in 1908.
2.  Living next door to the Ladds in 1901 was the
following family:  Angus Sinclair (age 51) born in
New Brunswick of Scottish ancestry.  His wife
Annie (age 40), of Irish ancestry, was born in
Ontario.  At the time of the census, they were
living in an eight room house with the following
children: Robert (19), Annie (18), Sylvia (16), Ian
(9), Dorothea (6), Angus (5), and in the household
listed as “servant” George Emerie (35) who was
born in Nova Scotia.
3.  With many young people coming into the newly
developing town to work in the coal mines, many
people took in lodgers.  For example, living next
door to the Sinclairs the family of James McKay
was listed as housing four boarders.  James (age 47,

and born in Nova Scotia) was listed with his wife,
Christina, (age 48 and also born in Nova Scotia),
and their children: Florence (15), Kenneth (13),
Neil (10) as well as their lodgers (all listed as
working as miners): Willie McKenzie (26), James
Skinner (19), Leonard Dotridge (26), and Mark
Rouls (26).
4.  Not far away lived another McKay - John G.
(age 26), who is listed as living with his wife

Maggie (age 27).  John’s
occupation is given as
that of “General Mer-
chant”.  Although there
are no children listed in
the household, there are
six lodgers living with
the McKays: Lazare
Longard (50, an ac-

countant), his wife, Lonvrie Longard (44), born in
Germany; Frank Plummer (37, also listed as an
accountant); Dougald McMaster (30, a Medical
Doctor); James Carmichael, (21, a surveyor); and,
Alexander McLellan (47, a teacher).
5.  An example of the way that the community was
coming to be a multi-ethnic area, is the listing of
George Rahey (30) who was born in Syria and is
listed as a merchant.  His wife, Maria Rahey (25)
was also born in Syria.  Another person (listed as a
lodger, but perhaps was also a brother) David
Rahey (age 25).

Amongst other new residents in the area were the
following (found in the records of St. John’s
Church, Strathlorne):
a) Russe1 and Edith (Ambree) Fair who came in
1902 and subsequently moved away to Port Hast-
ings.
b) James L. Brass who came to Inverness as General
Manager.
c) Joseph Reid who arrived in 1902.
d) Benjamin and Bella Roy.

With many young people
coming into the newly
developing town to work in
the coal mines, many people
took in lodgers.
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e) James Leslie, who arrived in 1902 to work in the
new industry, died in 1908.

Included in other vital records are the following
baptismal recordings.  Children of Andrew
Timmons and Jessie Ann (Fraser)Timmons of Broad
Cove Mines - Inverness, who moved to Inverness
from Northern Cape Breton:
a) Henry K. Timmons, b. 18 August 1908.
b) Mary Timmons, b. 1 February 1912.
c) Katie Edith Timmons, b. 31 October 1914.
d) Edward John Peter Timmons, b. 17 October
1919.  And, members of the following families - all
incomers:

ANCESTORS...Continued from previous page

There are sources for further research into early
families of the developing mining centre of Inverness
in the early 1900s.  For example, the “Corner
Cemetery”, on route 19, identifies how multi-
cultural the newly established community was.
Witness the following:
1. Alexander Gordon, born in Fairney Brae, Scot-
land in 1860 and died in Inverness in 1928.  His
wife, Isabella, was born at Lake Ainslie in 1860 and
died in Inverness in 1939.
2. L. Joseph Moret, born in 1868 in Belgium,

QUERIES

1.  The Whycocomagh Historical Society is plan-
ning to prepare a history of the Whycocomagh area.
The
com-
mittee is
search-
ing for
docu-
ments,
diaries,
letters
and
photo

Continued next page...ANCESTORS

6.  Eloy
7.  Hansyaux
8.  Monon
9.  Rutledge
10. Haggart

11. Schiller
12. Cassidy
13. Gray
14. Holland

1.  VanVolsen
2.  Proudfoot
3.  Quigley
4.  Bowler
5.  Lemoine (sic)

1954, “Old Home Week”.

arrived in Inverness in
1907 or 1908, and his
wife Amie Eugenie, also
born in Belgium in
1870, died in Inverness
in 1955. L. Joseph died
in 1938.
3. Alexis Francois
Glabais, born at Gilly,
Belgium, and died in
Inverness in 1944 and
his wife Juliette A.
(Dessoy) Glabais born
in Hainant, Belgium
and died in Inverness in
1941.
4. Fernard J. Monnon
(1892 - 1953) and his

wife, Malvinia Aimee(1894-1964),  also of Belgian
origin 5. Charles Reuell(1865 to 1927) born in
Mabou of English ancestry and his wife Florence
MacLean (1868 1944) of Scottish origin.
6. John J. Tonary, born in 1890 in Ireland and died
in Inverness in 1913.
7. Eugene Boutry who was born in Farciennes,
Belgium and died in Halifax in 1916, at the age of
18.
   These and others in the “Corner Cemetery” were
participants in the economic and cultural life of the
Town of Inverness.  There were so many immigrants
who came from Belgium to work in the new mines,
that a section of town was known as “Belgian
Town.”

Who can identify this scene?  Contact us.
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ANCESTORS...Continued from previous page

2.  A descendant is seeking information about John
Gillies and his wife, Christina Cameron. Both born
about  1820 - he in Scotland; she in Nova Scotia.
They apparently lived for a time in Mabou, where
their son, John Cameron Gillies, was  born about
1846.  They also lived in Port Hastings where a son,
Isaac, and daughter, Margaret Emily Gillies, was born
about 1841.  This family moved to Moncton, N. B.
The family is not on early land records, they may be
found on the 1838-1841 census records.  They are
not, apparently, included in any of the families re-
corded in MacDougall’s History of Inverness County.

3.  Carol Grant of  British Columbia is searching for
information about members of the Downey Family,
immigrants who came from Ireland in the 1861 era
via Newfoundland.  They lived in Port Hood and

4. Who is doing research into the MacNevin
Family of the Strait of Canso area and a similar
family of Sydney?

5.  Further information is sought concerning the
wife of John MacLeod of Mabou and River
Inhabitants Bridge (now called Cleveland).  Her
first name was Julia or Julia Ann.  One of the sons
was the noted ship Captain and merchant, David
MacLeod.

Mabou (on Mount Young) and then at Lake of
Law in Margaree.  They moved to the Codroy
Valley of Newfoundland.  Three of the daughters,
Elizabeth, Catherine Ann and Bridget, married
into the Murphy Family of Mabou - sons of
Captain James Murphy and his wife Ruth Hawley.
Who has information about the whereabouts of
descendants - Mary Downey who married William
Lahey and moved to Halifax, and Patrick who
married Mary Davis and whose residence is
unknown?

graphs pertaining to the early period - pre 1900.
Please send information to Donald Beaton, President,
Whycocomagh Historical Society, Whycocomagh,
BOE  3MO.

Many calls were received after this
photograph appeared in the
previous issue.  People wanted to
know the identification of the best
man and bridesmaid.  From the
left, the bridal party consists of:
Annie-Blanche à Willie à
Polycarpe (the bride), Chester à
Dougal à William (the groom),
Delia à Sandy à Constant, and
Alex à Dougal à William.

f

For more information on
the Inverness Centennial celebrations,
turn the  page.

Another picture for our readers to identify for us.
Many thanks to Abby MacNeil who provided the
pictures for this issue of Ancestors Unlimited.L

The Inverness County Centre for the Arts will be aglow with colour and texture August 7 to 26, when all

manner of textile artists   quilters, weavers, rug hookers, costume designers and needleworkers   will showcase
their work.

Those textile artists who wish to participate can obtain registration forms from Bea Tilsley, 258-3048;  Margie
MacIsaac, 258-2338;  Eileen MacNeil, 258-3150 or, Anne Morrell-Robinson, 248-2466.  More information on
this event, plus registration forms, will appear in the summer issue of the The Participaper (due out in July).
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Inverness Centennial Committee pictured April 4, 2004.  Front row (L-R):
Abby MacNeil, Grace MacDonald, Bonny MacIsaac, Rankin MacDonald,
Tom Ryan, Doug Cameron, Linda Bradley, Ned MacDonald.  Middle row
(L-R): Janice Ferguson, Jackie Rankin, Beth Ryan, Darlene Campbell, Alice
Freeman, Ruth Ferguson, Marg Ryan, Vincent McMaster, Innis Freeman.
Back row (L-R): Cameron MacQuarrie, Cayla Watson, Kelly MacDonald,
Terry MacDonald, Tony MacDonald, LLoyd Gillis, Gordon Gillis.

On April 6th, 1904, a portion of the expansive pioneer community of Broad Cove was carved out to
become a new town in the County of Inverness.  It was on this date that the Town of Inverness was formed.
Its first mayor was Dan Rory MacLean from one of the area’s first families.

It was “King Coal” that brought Inverness into existence and, from the date of its incorporation to six
decades later, it has had its share of economic and political turmoil.

In Inverness’ heyday over 1,000 men worked in the tunnels which ran out under the Gulf of St. Lawrence.
Over time, the town grew to a population of over 5,000.  However, as the coal became more difficult and
expensive to mine, the mining industry fell on hard times and the community—which drew many nationali-
ties from around the world—began to send it’s sons and daughters away to find work in more prosperous
areas of Canada and the United States.

With the exception of a few small private operations, the coal mines shut down in the 1950’s.  It was
reported---and believed at the time---that Inverness would become a ghost town within 10 years.  The
community, which had by this time grown to love the coal-mining town perched on the sandy shores of the
Gulf of St. Lawrence, were not informed of these prognostications.

In 1954, still unaware of the dire predictions for their community, the residents decided to celebrate the
50th anniversary of the town with a week-long party which they called “Old Home Week”.  (From that date
to this, an annual celebration of community takes place in Inverness and is now known far and wide as “The
Inverness Gathering”.)

In 1968 Inverness gave up its status as a town, however, a community of 2000 souls continues to endure.
Inverness’ economy now primarily relies on the fishing industry and its position as a service centre for
Central Inverness County.

In this, its centennial year, there is new optimism in the community and young people are beginning to
return home to help shape a new Inverness for the 21st century.  Businesses are expanding and upgrading,
and new businesses are popping up.  A new county arts centre calls Inverness home, and a new Scottish style

Links Golf Course is on the
drawing board.

Since January 1st this year,
an event has been held each
month.  These monthly events
will continue to be held
throughout the remainder of
the year.  However during the
last two weeks of July 2004, a
party, the likes of which this
county has never seen, is
scheduled to take place!

The opening ceremonies for
this two-week celebration will
take place in conjunction with
the 5th Annual Crab Festival
on Wednesday, July 14th,
where dignitaries, pride and
music will add warmth to the
summer day.

Over the subsequent two
weeks there will be family,

Continued next page...INVERNESS

Inverness is celebrating its centennial in fine style
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school and team (Rebels) reunions, as well as golf tournaments,
military events, a parade and princess pageant (with all former
princesses attending), a demolition derby, helicopter rides, a
major fireworks display, an antique car show, a play by Jacques
Brel, a week of harness racing, events at the harbour, the dedica-
tion of the Memorial Wall at the Inverness Academy, Buddy
MacMaster in the Ceilidh Trail Park, Legion events, Firefighters’
events, a road race, a multi-cultural day, the Broad Cove Concert
and many more events not listed here.

Continued from previous page...

The big three events are 1) a Highland Ball (everyone is en-
couraged to wear a kilt or Celtic dress), the Ball will take place
on Sunday, July 18th, at the Inverness Academy.  2) the Centen-
nial Dinner (which will honor members of the community who have been the backbone of the community
for the past 25 years), will take place at the Academy on Friday, July 16th.  3) and, the big, big event is the
Blue Rodeo/Jimmy Rankin Concert, scheduled to take place at the Broad Cove Concert site on Saturday,
July 17th.  The concert will run from 2:00 p.m., with a variety of local talent, and will finish up with hours
of music by Jimmy Rankin and Blue Rodeo.

We have only touched on the many festivities.  There are also many historical events planned.  For more
information visit our website at www.invernesscentennial.ca or call the centennial office to book tickets or
get information at 1-800-258-6460.  [Ed note:  Many thanks to Rankin MacDonald for this]

Wednesday, July 14th

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 2004 INVERNESS GATHERING

Wednesday, July 21st

Opening Ceremonies
5th Annual Crab
Festival
Military Events
Princess Parade
Petting Zoo (2 days)

Thursday, July 15th
Tartan Tournament
Military Events

Centennial Dinner
Demolition Derby

Friday, July 16th

Saturday, July 17th
Outdoor Concert with
Jimmy Rankin & Blue Rodeo

Sunday, July 18th
Highland Ball
Antique Car Show

Monday, July 19th
Everett Skinner Golf
Crowning of Queen
Edmund Play (4 days)
Search & Rescue Casino

Tuesday July 20th
Harbor Authority Events
Anything Will Float Race
Little Fat Short Man Race

Raceway Events
Bounce a Rama

Memorial Wall Dedication
Bounce a Rama
Baseball Revival
Buddy in the Park
Legion Events
Fireworks Display

Thursday, July 22nd

Friday, July 23rd
Fireman’s Events
Rebels Reunion

Saturday, July 24th
Pancake Breakfast
28th Annual Road Race
Gathering Parade
Gathering Dance

Sunday, July 25th
Marionettes
Broad Cove
Scottish Concert

Monday, July 26th
Marionettes

Tuesday, July 27th
Marionettes
Multi-Cultural Day

Wednesday, July 28th

The Province of Nova Scotia has
named Inverness an Honorary Town
for the year 2004.

In keeping with its honorary status
as a town, Former Deputy Prime
Minister and Senator, the Honorable
Allan J. MacEachen, has graciously
agreed to act as the town’s honorary
mayor for that period of time.

Closing Ceremonies
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Left:
Annie C.
Shaw, the sole
representative
for District
Three, pictured
with the
councillor for
that district,
Ned
MacDonald.

Gloria LeBlanc, Deputy Warden and councillor for District
Two, stands between (left) Catherine Anne MacNeil and
(right) Rachel Maginley.  Seated front row are:  Mose Fortune,
Lawrence MacLellan, Gene MacIntyre and Sabrina Doucet.

To the right,
councillor
Daniel
Boudreau
stands behind
the volunteer
nominees of
District One.
L-R: Annette
LeFort, Anne-
Cecile Gillis,
Annie Rose
Chiasson and
Ernest Bour-
geois.

Left, District
Four nominees
with their
councillor, Duart
MacAuley (back
row right).

Above, Warden A.J. MacDougall, council-
lor for District Six, standing with Aneas
Gillis.  Front row (l-r) Rilla McLean,
Dorothy Pottie and Margie Proctor.

District Five had the largest contingent of volunteers nominees.
Councillor Jim MacLean, (back row second from left), stands
with (l-r):  John Campbell, Elizabeth Smith, Chris van den
Heuvel, Sandy Cameron.  Seated front row (l-r): Cate Lake-
Thompson, Sadie Moloney, Catherine Hawley and Rosemary
Gillies.

Jason Rouse beside Duart.  Seated in front (l-r) John D.
Murray, Linda Rice, Michael Gillis Jr.
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ERNEST BOURGEOIS

CHÉTICAMP

SANDY CAMERON

MABOU

JOHN CAMPBELL

PORT HOOD

SABRINA DOUCET

E. MARGAREE RD

ANEAS GILLIS

CREIGNISH

MOSE FORTUNE

NE MARGAREE

ROSEMARY GILLIES

PORT HOOD

ANNE-CECILE GILLIS

CHÉTICAMP

MICHAEL GILLIS JR.
EAST LAKE AINSLIE
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CLAIRE BEATON

BROAD COVE MARSH

The Inverness - Mabou Branch
of the Canadian Red Cross is
pleased to nominate Claire
Beaton for Volunteer Recogni-
tion.

Claire has been a dedicated
volunteer for the past eleven
years.  Her volunteer services
extend also to work within her
parish such as, liturgy committee
member, hospitality minister and
trainer for altar servers.

Claire also canvasses for the
Arthritis Society and is an avid
worker at the Broad Cove Con-
certs.  We would like to thank
Claire for all of her volunteer
services.

ERNEST BOURGEOIS

CHÉTICAMP

The Knights of Columbus,
Chéticamp would like to nomi-
nate Ernest Bourgeois as Volun-
teer of the year.

Ernest, serving as Inside Guard,
is very involved with The Knights
of Columbus and volunteers on
the sick committee.  His interests
in the community lie in Church
services.

The Knights of Columbus
would like Ernest to know that he
is valued in every way and hopes
he will continue to serve this
organization for many more
years.

SANDY CAMERON

MABOU

Sandy Cameron is representing
The Mabou Gaelic and Historical
Society as their Volunteer of the
Year.

Sandy, who is always accompa-
nied by his wife Catherine, has
been a stalwart supporter of the
Society for many years.  Sandy
shows his support by attending
the Society’s many functions,
sharing his skills as a fiddler, and
as an avid storyteller.

Sandy cherishes his gaelic
‘tongue’ and can be found passing
it on to both his children and
grandchildren.  The Mabou
Gaelic and Historical Society
proudly salutes a true Gael!

JOHN CAMPBELL

PORT HOOD

St. Peter’s Parish Council, Port
Hood is proud to nominate John
Campbell as their volunteer of
the year.

John, is a teacher at Dalbrae
Academy and has been involved
in various school and community
organizations for the past twenty-
five years.  He presently is a
member of St. Peter’s Parish
Council, chairman of St. Peter’s
Finance Committee, president of
Port Hood Minor Hockey Asso-
ciation, and coach of the Port
Hood Atom A hockey team.

John is also a member of the
Board of Directors of the Al
MacInnis Sports Centre and a
committee member of the Port
Hood Area Advisory Committee.
John, enjoys volunteering his
time and always works for the
betterment of his community.
Thank you, John.

ANNIE ROSE CHIASSON

CHÉTICAMP

Les dames de Sainte Anne of
Chéticamp is pleased to nominate
Annie Rose Chiasson as their
volunteer of the year.

Annie Rose is a tireless worker
who is always willing to help a
good cause.  She works many
hours a week at the Dames de
Sainte Anne used clothing store,
and is a canvasser for the Alz-
heimer Society and the Heart &
Stroke Foundation.

Annie Rose also volunteers two
or three times a week at the Foyer
Père Fiset in Chéticamp.  She is a
true example of a volunteer, and
Les dames de Sainte Anne salute
her tonight.

LORRAINE CHRISTIAN

WEST BAY CENTRE

The West Bay Road Volunteer
Fire Department Ladies Auxiliary
takes great pride in nominating
Lorraine as their volunteer of the
year.

Since joining the auxiliary in
2001, Lorraine has made an
impact with her great talents in
the kitchen and her willingness to
go above and beyond the call of
duty.

Lorraine and her husband
live in West Bay Centre with their
three children.  Although Lor-
raine has recently taken a leave of
absence from the auxiliary, her
contributions have been invalu-
able to us and we look forward to
her return.
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Continued next page...VOLUNTEERS
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Continued from previous page

SABRINA DOUCET

EAST MARGAREE ROAD

The Kinette Club of Margaree is
pleased to nominate Sabrina Doucet
as their Volunteer of the year.

Sabrina has been a member of the
Kinette Club of Margaree since the
fall of 1997.  During those years she
has served on various committees
such as the telephone committee,
anniversary dance committee, and
the Christmas Home Tour commit-
tee, as well as several others.

Sabrina is a kind-hearted woman
who is always willing to help when-
ever the need arises.  Thank you,
Sabrina.

ROSEMARY GILLIES

PORT HOOD

St. Peter’s Catholic Women’s
League is very pleased to nominate
Rosemary as volunteer for 2004.

She has been a member of St.
Peter’s CWL since 1999, and for the
past two years has served as Organi-
zation Chairperson.  She is an
invaluable member of our league
and always makes herself available

when called upon to assist in
the preparation and planning
of various functions.

Rosemary is also a lector at
St. Peter’s Church in Port
Hood.

Her pleasant demeanor
always makes it a pleasure to
work with her.  Thank you,
Rosemary for a job well done.

MOSE FORTUNE

NORTH EAST MARGAREE

The Rev. Wicks Council, Knights
of Columbus is proud to nominate
Mose Fortune as their Volunteer of
the year.

Mose has been involved with the
Christopher Leadership Program.
He has also been a leader for St.
Patrick’s Parish Youth Group and
has volunteered his time helping out
with the St. Patrick’s CWL annual
dinner.

Mose is a true community leader,
always ready to share his time and
expertise.

ANNA GILLIS

WHYCOCOMAGH

Stewart United Church
Women, Whycocomagh, are
pleased to nominate Anna as
their volunteer of the year.

Anna is a life member and
has served as president of the
Skye Glen and Centreville
UCW unit.

Also a member of the Order
of the Eastern Star and Lake-
view  Quilters, Anna enjoys
reading and spending time with
her nine grandchildren.

Congratulations Anna, and
thank you for all that you do
for the Stewart United Church
Women and your community.

ANNE-CECILE GILLIS

CHÉTICAMP

Le Club des retraités de
Chéticamp is pleased to nomi-
nate Anne-Cecile Gillis as their
volunteer of the year.

Anne-Cecile gives freely of her
time whenever she is needed.

She is a constant source of
comfort to people young and old
and in many different circum-
stances.

She excels in organizing gather-
ings and provides palliative care
whenever possible.

Many thanks Anne-Cecile, may
you continue your unselfish
service to your community for
many years to come.

Stella Maris Ladies Auxiliary of
Creignish is proud to nominate
Aneas Gillis as our volunteer of
the year.

Aneas has been a driving force
in the Ladies Auxiliary for a great
number of years.  She also helps
out, whether it be a fundraiser or
social or other event at the com-
munity hall.

ANEAS GILLIS

CREIGNISH

Continued next page...VOLUNTEERS
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Continued from previous page
Aneas, has also served on the

Parish Council.   We would like
to thank Aneas for giving so
much of her time to her parish
and the community.

MICHAEL GILLIS

EAST LAKE AINSLIE

The Lake Ainslie volunteer Fire
Department is pleased to nomi-
nate Mike Gillis as their volunteer
of the year for 2004.

Since joining the Department
seven years ago, Mike has been
involved in training courses,
meetings, fund raising as well as
fighting fires.  Mike serves on
other committees in his com-
munity.

The Lake Ainslie Volunteer Fire
Department wishes to thank
Mike for his continued service in
the past years.

MURDOCK GILLIS

WHYCOCOMAGH

The Whycocomagh - East Lake
Ainslie, AOTS Men’s Club is
pleased to nominate Murdock as
its volunteer of the year.

Murdock is a life member and
very active in the club.  He can-
vasses for the fall auction and also
can be found working at any of
the suppers that the club puts on.

In his leisure time Murdock
likes to play cards, and work in
his flower garden.

CATHERINE HAWLEY

PORT HOOD

The Chestico Museum and
Historical Society takes great
pleasure in nominating Cathy
Hawley as their volunteer of the
year.

Cathy  works tirelessly at
anything she undertakes.  Each
year she takes great pride in
making sure that the success of
Chestico Days (co-sponsored by
the Museum) is a memorable one
and surpasses the previous year.

She is very active in her com-
munity as a member of the
Chestico Museum, St. Peter’s
Catholic Women’s League and the
Port Hood Arena Commission.

GILLIES JOYCE

WEST BAY

The West Bay Road Volunteer
Fire Department nominates
Gillies Joyce as their Volunteer of
the Year.

Since joining the Department
six years ago, Gillies has shown a
commitment to his community as
well as to the Fire Department.

Gillies is a responsible fireman
and takes his job seriously.  He is
always willing to volunteer his
time and energy for the depart-
ment and does so with a smile.
The West Bay Road Volunteer
Fire Department is indeed proud
to nominate Gillies for this
award.

CATE LAKE-THOMPSON

RANKINVILLE ROAD, MABOU

The Lake Ainslie Weavers and
craft Guild would like to recog-
nize Cate Lake-Thompson as
their volunteer of the year.

Cate is an active member of the
guild and currently holds office as
treasurer.

Helping  with fund raising is
also a big part of her involvement
with the guild and she graciously
hosted the annual fund raising
event called “sheep to shawl” at
her farm.

Cate is also a Medical First
Responder in her community.

ANNETTE LEFORT

CHÉTICAMP

Annette Lefort has been nomi-
nated by The Sacred Heart
Hospital Auxiliary.

Born in Margaree, Annette has
resided in Chéticamp for the past
twenty years and teaches at the
local NDA School.

Annette has unselfishly given of
her time to volunteer with such
organizations as the Sacred Heart
Hospital Auxiliary, North Inver-
ness Region Canadian Red Cross
and Board of Directors of the
Chéticamp Credit Union.

She has also given her time to
help out various organizations at
the school.  In her spare time she
enjoys sewing, quilting and
painting. We sincerely thank
Annette for all of her dedication
and hard work.

Continued next page...VOLUNTEERS

All year long, Inverness will be
celebrating its centennial. Check
out the “Centennial Committee
News”  each week in the Inverness
Oran for the up-to-date calendar
of events.
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IAN MACDOUGALL

EAST LAKE AINSLIE

The Grant United Church is
proud to nominate Ian Mac-
Dougall as their Volunteer of the
Year.

Ian is an usher, and he also
takes the Sunday School children
out to functions in the area.  He
also maintains the cemetery lawn
mowers.

Ian never turns anyone down
and he is always ready to lend a
helping hand, and does so with a
laugh or a joke.  Thank you and
congratulations, Ian.

GENE MACINTYRE

BELLE COTE

The Catholic Women’s League
of St. Michael Parish, Margaree is
pleased to nominate Gene Mac-
Intyre as their volunteer of the
Year.

Gene brings along her good
nature and sense of humour to
whatever tasks need to be done.

She is considered a wonderful
volunteer for the CWL of
Margaree as well as a great neigh-
bor and friend.  Congratulations
Gene.

RILLA MCLEAN

PORT HAWKESBURY

The Port Hastings Historical
Society is pleased to nominate
Rilla as their volunteer of the
year.

She is on the planning commit-
tee for the 50th Anniversary of
the Official Opening of the
Canso Causeway.

She sent a proposal to the
Heritage Sites and Monuments

Board of Canada to have the
Causeway construction and
opening recognized as an historic
event.

Rilla is collecting personal
stories that pertain to the ferries,
Causeway and Canal that will
become part of the collections at
the Gut of Canso Museum and
Archives.

The Historical Society would
like to thank Rilla for all of her
hard work.

LAWRENCE MACLELLAN

SW MARGAREE

The SW Margaree Recreation
Association is pleased to nomi-
nate Lawrence as their volunteer
of the year.

Lawrence, has served as Presi-
dent and Vice-President of the
SW Margaree Recreation Associa-
tion.  He also serves on St.
Joseph’s Parish Council, as Ways
& Means Chairperson, and is a
Eucharistic Minister.

Lawrence is also currently
serving as President of the Central
Inverness Minor Hockey Associa-
tion.

We gladly take this opportunity
to congratulate Lawrence and
thank him for all that he has
done and continues to do to
make his community a better
place.

MARY MACLENNAN

CHIMNEY CORNER

The South West Margaree
Senior’s Club is proud to nomi-
nate Mary MacLellan as their
Volunteer of the year.

Over the years Mary has been
involved in numerous organiza-
tions and served on many com-
mittees at the local, Provincial
and National levels.

In the last year, she has become
a member of the SW Margaree
Seniors Club.  She has served as
Board member of the Antigonish
and Guysborough Coalition of
Persons with Disabilities.

Mary has also given of her time
and expertise in the Multicultural
Community as an extension of
her work in Human rights.

Mary is also an active member
of St. Margaret’s Parish Broad
Cove where she serves as a lector.
Congratulations, Mary.

CATHERINE ANNE MACNEIL

SOUTH WEST MARGAREE

The Margaree Girl Guides are
pleased to nominate Catherine
Anne MacNeil, of as their volun-
teer for 2004.

Catherine Anne volunteers as a
Junior Leader with the Margaree
Sparks, Brownies and Guide units
and is also President of St.

Continued next page...VOLUNTEERS
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Joseph’s Parish Youth Group.
Catherine Anne is a Grade 12

student at the Cape Breton
Highlands Academy where she
enjoys volunteering on various
committees.  Many thanks for all
you do for the Guides, Catherine
Anne.

Continued from previous page

MARIE MACPHEE

JUDIQUE

This year The Kildonan Seniors
Club is proud to choose Marie
MacPhee as our Volunteer of the
year.

Marie is a faithful member of
the Kildonan Seniors Club where
she serves lunch at various
meetings, card plays, planning
parties and other events.

She is an avid quilter and is
quick to share her talents in that
department.  Congratulations
Marie and keep up the good
work!

RACHEL MAGINLEY

MARGAREE CENTRE

Margaree Area Development
Association is pleased to recognize
Rachel Maginley as this year’s
Volunteer of the year.

Rachel has been instrumental in
heading the festival committee for
the past five years.  She always
has time for creating activities for
the youth of her community and
does so
with
enthusiasm
and pride.
Many
thanks for
all your
hard work,
Rachel.

SADIE MOLONEY

PORT HOOD

The Port Hood Red Cross
Branch has chosen Sadie Moloney
as their volunteer of the year.

Sadie has been chairperson
of the Port Hood Red Cross
Campaign for the past three years
and has been a member of the
Catholic Women’s League for
eight years.  She also teaches
religion to the Grade 2 class at
Bayview Education Centre.

In her spare time Sadie enjoys
music and gardening.

We would like to thank Sadie
for the time and energy she has
given to the Port Hood Red Cross
Branch.

ANNA MOORE

PLEASANT BAY

The Pleasant Bay Family Centre
and Library Association are
pleased to nominate Anna as their
volunteer of the year.  Anna has
always been a community leader
and a great volunteer.

She has worked with commu-
nity youth, forming youth groups
and organizing different recrea-
tional activities for children.

Most recently, she has been
instrumental in forming a com-
munity library and family centre.

She is a very active member on
the Board of the Pleasant Bay
Development Association and

was instrumental in
bringing together the
Pleasant Bay Fire De-
partment, Library
Association and the
Friends of Whale all
under one roof to work
together as a community
centre.  Thank you Anna.

JOHN D. MURRAY

ORANGEDALE

The Orangedale Station Asso-
ciation would like to nominate
John D. as their volunteer of the
year.

John D. is a faithful supporter
of the Station and a valued source
of information and advice for any
railway related problems that we
may encounter.

John D. is a faithful tour guide,
showing people around the site
explaining to them all of the
functions of the equipment and
the jobs that the railway employ-
ees carried out.  Thank you
John D. , you are a very impor-
tant part of the museum.

DOROTHY POTTIE

WEST BAY ROAD

The Glendale CAP site would
like to nominate Dorothy Pottie
as their Volunteer of the Year.

Dorothy is an active volunteer
with many organizations in the
community of Glendale.

She is always willing to share
her many talents whenever
possible.  Because of her dedica-
tion to The Glendale CAP site,
we feel Dorothy is very deserving
of this recognition.  Thank you
and congratulations, Dorothy.

MARGIE PROCTOR

TROY

St. David’s UCW is pleased to
nominate Margie Proctor as their
Volunteer of the Year.

Over the years, Margie has
assisted the Sunday School in
making crafts.

For several years she has faith-

Continued next page...VOLUNTEERS
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fully reproduced the logos denot-
ing the seasons of the church
year.

Margie also contributes to our
church auctions and suppers
and other church sponsored
events.

We, at St. David’s, are very
grateful for her contributions.
Thank you and congratulations,
Margie.

LINDA RICE

WHYCOCOMAGH

The Island Community Justice
Society wishes to nominate Linda
Rice as their Volunteer of the
year.

Linda has been volunteering for
the Justice Society for two and
one half years.  She co-facilitates
meetings, supervises youth as well
as victims by being a support
person.

Linda is considered  very
conscientious and thrives on
being as involved as possible with
the Society.

Linda, the Island Community
Justice Society would like you to
know  that you are thought of
very highly by the Society and its
youth.  Thank you and congratu-
lations.

JASON ROUSE

WHYCOCOMAGH

The First Whycocomagh Scouts
Canada Group Committee would
like to nominate Jason for Volun-
teer Recognition.

Jason has been involved with
the First Whycocomagh Cub
Pack for the last 6 years.   The
Cub Pack has grown since Jason

Continued from previous page has taken on the leadership role.
Jason is involved in getting the

youth and their Kub Kars ready
for a race and also organizes
camping trips.

Congratulations, and keep up
the fine work Jason.

ANNIE C. SHAW

INVERNESS

The Namara club would like to
nominate Annie Shaw as their
Volunteer of the Year.

Annie has been volunteering for
the Namara club for the past
fifteen years.  Whether it be card
games, bingo or other social
activities, Annie is always there
doing whatever it takes to make
things happen.

Annie also volunteers at the
Inverary manor and is an active
member of her church.  Con-
gratulations on being this years’
volunteer of the year.

ELIZABETH SMITH

SMITHVILLE

Mabou-Hillsborough United
Church is pleased to nominate
Elizabeth Smith as their Volun-
teer of the Year.

Elizabeth has been an active
member of Mabou-Hillsborough
United Church serving as treas-
urer and bookkeeper.  She has
taught Sunday School, volun-
teered in youth peoples’ group as
well as other church services.

Elizabeth is always willing to
volunteer in whatever way she
can and does it all with a smile.
Thank you and congratulations
Elizabeth, keep up the good
work.

CHRIS VAN DEN HEUVEL

PORT HOOD

The Port Hood and District
Volunteer Fire Department is very
proud to nominate Chris van den
Heuvel as their Volunteer of the
Year.

Chris has been a member of the
Port Hood and District Volunteer
Fire Department since January
2002, serving as secretary for the
department.

Since joining, he has become a
Medical First responder, as well as
being a very active fire fighter.

He has also organized fund
raisers and other community
events which the department
sponsors.

Chris has also taken the time to
be a 4-H leader and also coaches
minor hockey.

He is a valuable member of the
Fire Department and as such they
would like to recognize him as an
outstanding volunteer.  Thank
you and congratulations Chris.

THE PARTICIPAPER ACCEPTS

UNSOLICITED ARTICLES,
PHOTOGRAPHS, ARTWORK,
POETRY, AND OTHER WORK

DEEMED TO BE OF A NON-
COMMERCIAL NATURE AND OF

PARTICULAR INTEREST TO

INVERNESS COUNTY RESI-
DENTS.  ALL SUBMISSIONS WILL

BE CONSIDERED FOR PUBLICA-
TION.  FOR MORE INFOR-
MATION, CONTACT THE

EDITOR AT:
902.224.1759
EMAIL:
M.AUCOIN@
NS.SYMPATICO.CA
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The Cape Breton Island Hoppers Volkssport
Club (CBIH) is coming to Inverness County.

“Volkssporting" originated in Europe and,
translated literally, means "peoples' sports".   A
Volkssport Event is an organized, non-competi-
tive, walk, bike ride, swim, or cross-country ski
through a scenic area, over a pre-determined
route, and is designed for people of all ages and
fitness levels.

A non-competitive form of sport, Volkssporting is a fun activity to do with a club, with your family, with
your friends, with your pet, or all by yourself.  The Canadian Volkssport Federation (CVF), is the national
body of the sport and is affiliated with the International Federation of Popular Sports (IVV).

There are Volkssport clubs across the country and around the world.  Many Volkssport members contact
clubs in countries and provinces they plan to visit and incorporate Volkssports events into their vacation
plans.

The Cape Breton Island Hoppers chose volksmarching/walking as its preferred sport.  The club's first event
took place in 1997, when members took part in the "Bridge walk", across the newly opened Confederation
Bridge.  Membership in the club is made up from people of all ages and abilities who enjoy the outdoors and
come from across Cape Breton Island.  Although anyone may participate in any event, children 12 years of
age and under must be accompanied by an adult.

The members recognize that walking is a simple but effective form of exercise which allows them to dis-
cover the beauties of Cape Breton Island while enjoying increased health benefits.  A regular walking pro-
gram can lower the risk of heart disease, fight osteoporosis, change a cholesterol profile, promote weight and
waist loss, boost energy levels, and contribute to an overall sense of well being.

The walks are usually of about two to two and one half-hours’ duration over a minimum distance of 10
kilometres, or about 6.25 miles.  For credit from the IVV and CVF for the Event and Distance awards, a fee
must be paid.  However, this fee is NOT mandatory — anyone can walk for free but the walker will not
receive credit for the walk.

All participants must sign a 'Waiver of Liability' form before starting the Event/Walk and are asked to obey
all traffic signs.
Where there is no
sidewalk, partici-
pants are to walk
on the left facing
traffic.  Pets must
be on a leash.

The Cape
Breton Island
Hoppers has
scheduled four

• better health

• improved fitness

• better posture and balance

• better self-esteem

• weight control

• stronger muscles and bones

• feeling more energetic

• relaxation and reduced stress

• continued independent living

• premature death

• heart disease

• obesity

• high blood pressure

• adult-onset diabetes

• osteoporosis

• stroke

• depression

Health
risks
of in-

Benefits
of
regular

LL

Continued
next page...

The local area walks are scheduled as follows:
Saturday, June 26 - Chéticamp Island walk
Sunday, June 27 - Acadian Trail (Chéticamp) walk
Sunday, July 11 - Broad Cove (north of Inverness)
September 26 - Creignish at the Trans Canada Trail .
For the complete schedule of walks planned through-
out the Island this year, contact the club:  Cape
Breton Island Hoppers Volkssport Club, 364 York
Street, Glace Bay, NS, B1A 2N1, by mail.  Or by
email: at rajcoombes@ns.sympatico.ca, or
bretonhoppers@hotmail.com.  By phone at (902)
849-0747, or visit their website at http://
users.syd.eastlink.ca/~cbih.

Walking for Fun, Fitness
and Friendship on
Cape Breton Island,
Nova Scotia.
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Many participating volkssporters benefit from the personal incentive and satisfaction gained by
qualifying for a series of IVV awards based on the number of volkssport events completed, and/or the
distances they have walked, biked, swum or skied.  After each event, their personal IVV record books are
stamped, recognizing their participation in the event and the distance they have completed.

Upon achieving a required progressive level, participating volkssporters forward their record books to
the CVF office in Ottawa.  In return, without additional cost, they receive their well-earned awards in
the form of an attractive pin and a matching embroidered cloth patch, each distinctly marking their
accomplishments. There is also an optional certificate of achievement.

Some volkssporters also enjoy collecting souvenir awards of volkssport events designed by the respective
host clubs.  Usually these awards are either medallions, patches or pins each depicting the theme, loca-
tion and date of the event.

Continued from previous page

events for Inverness County locations this year (see box previous page).  Club members hope that many
county residents will join them - not only for the Inverness County walks, but other walks scheduled
throughout the island this spring, summer and fall. [See the Inverness county schedule on this page].

Anyone interested in joining the club for these walks may obtain a form from the club President, Rollie
Coombes, or a walk leader.  This will entitle you to five free distance and event credit stamps, prior to
purchasing a membership and Distance/Event Record Book.  This method allows prospective members the
opportunity to "try before they buy".

If you'd like more information about the club or the scheduled walks, contact: The Cape Breton Island
Hoppers Volkssport Club, 364 York Street, Glace Bay, NS, B1A 2N1, by mail.  Or by email: at
rajcoombes@ns.sympatico.ca, or bretonhoppers@hotmail.com.  By phone at (902) 849-0747, or visit their
website at http://users.syd.eastlink.ca/~cbih.      "Volksmarchers Walk For The Health Of It!"

Organized walking events in the volkssport program are called "volksmarches". They follow planned
trails which are safe, scenic and circular (that is, you finish where you started). The trails are usually 10
kilometers (km) and occasionally, longer walks are offered.

Most events are (GW) Guided Walks therefore participants are asked to not pass the guide/walk
leader; you will not be left behind or alone, as one member of the club is designated or volunteers to be
the 'sweep' to ensure that all participants follow the designated route and have a safe and happy walking
experience.

Our club is associated with the Canadian Volkssport Federation (CVF) and the International Federa-
tion of Popular Sports (IW).  The IVV program also features an optional awards program as an incen-
tive for continuing participation.

Volkssports are open to everyone. There are no age limits, from youngsters to seniors! Because walking
is a relatively simple activity, it's safe and inexpensive form of exercise with health benefits accruing for
years. Although membership in a volkssport club is not a requirement, most volkssporters choose to do
so and enjoy regular participation in the friendly company of other members.  Also, anyone may partici-
pate in a volkssport event free-of-charge. However, before starting an event, all participants must register
and, at the finish, must return their registration card to ensure their achievement is recorded.

  C@P sites are racing forward in Communications Technology to ensure all Communities benefit from
technology opportunities.
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When T.S. Eliot penned the above passage it was the Missis-
sippi he had in mind, but it might well have been the Margaree
he was referring to.  When writing of the Margaree, much has
been made of its scenery: The steep sided gorges of the headwaters, the meandering course it follows through
lush farmland, and the picturesque exit it makes from the Valley into the ocean.

When asked to describe the Margaree, there are as many viewpoints and synopses of what constitutes its
appeal, as there are visitors to the area.  Winter, at least on many weekends, sees a second population take up
residency in the Valley.  Snowmobilers from far and wide descend on the area to take advantage of an abun-
dance of snow, the incredible scenery, and the wide open spaces perhaps not found in other parts of the
region.

Others come to escape work, noise and traffic.  In other seasons, the murmuring of the river or the rural
setting in general lends itself to quiet contemplation, where the wind, birds or the occasional moose, deer or
other wildlife, bring the visitor closer to nature than many of them have been in years.  The Margaree has
been able to offer sights that some have never seen at home:  Not a museum or world famous artifact per-
haps, but significant nonetheless.

For example, imagine the European visitors who lay on the grass one evening outside their cabin, staring
up at the sky.  Were they looking for satellites or shuttle orbits?  No–simply looking at something they'd
never see at home–stars.  They had never seen stars in the sky because of the overburden of light pollution in
the city they came from.  This the price of "civilization".

The Margaree River has been the focus of a variety of people for centuries.  The river was a food source of
its first inhabitants, the Mi'kmaq, for generations.  It played the same role for the white settlers who mi-
grated to the area.

Before the name "Margaree" became a permanent fixture, the Acadiens called it the Salmon River, due to
the large number of salmon in its waters.

The river and its valley provided materials for homes, and through the development of communities along
the river, the spirit of the area was forged.  The inhabitants developed a degree of self reliance and were able
to be self-sustaining; each community had the necessities in terms of commerce –a store, postal facilities, a

sawmill, a forge and a church.
By 1865, the Margaree was becoming recognized by the

outside world, due to the salmon fishery.  A British army officer
spent some time on its banks area angling for salmon, and the
magnetic power of the Margaree began to develop.  With the
realization that Margaree had a fishery worth taking advantage
of, the visitors began to arrive.  Hotels were built and main-
tained, providing employment and accommodations –which, in
many cases, became landmarks in the community.  The list of
visitors has included doctors, lawyers, pioneers in science,
professional athletes and more.  This list continues to grow each
year.

The Beautiful Margaree River
An Enchanted Place

“The river itself has no beginning or end. In its
beginning, it is not yet the river.  In its end it is no longer
the river.  What we call the headwaters is only a selection
of the innumerable sources which flow together to
compose it."

by John Hart

Continued next page...

No matter the season, it casts a spell.

Every inch of the river has its own beauty.



The Participaper Page 21

Although salmon fishing has played a major role in the history, culture and economy of the area, it is not
alone.  The Margaree is also the site of the largest commercial gaspereau fishery in Nova Scotia.  Farming,
forestry, mining and tourism have all been, and continue to be, contributors to the economic fabric of the
entire river valley.  Ecologically, each are interconnected.

In 1987 the value of the Margaree River was recognized.  The Margaree/Lake Ainslie system was nomi-
nated that year as a Canadian Heritage River.  A considerable amount of discussion and consultation over
the ensuing years took place, until finally, a management strategy was developed.  Subseequently, the
Margaree/Lake Ainslie system was designated a Heritage River in 1998. Politics and differing viewpoints
aside, the process recognized what many had known for years.  The Margarees collectively, are a special place
and are worthy of protection.

With tourism playing such a significant role in the growth of the economy of this area, great care must be
taken to ensure that what we may have taken for granted (our rivers and lakes for example), will remain
protected and intact.  This, not only for the economic well being of the community, but as our children's
legacy.  As with any other community, co-operative stewardship is required to live up to our inherent ac-
countability and securing a future.

The magic which is the Margaree will continue for generations under the guidance of our children, pre-
suming we give them the proper examples to follow.  Instilling in them that perhaps the Garden of Eden,
does still exist, and they are a part of it:  That the garden is actually a valley, and as Norman Maclean wrote:
"A River Runs Through it".  Someone once said: "We are obligated to our ancestors and accountable to the
children not yet born."

Continued from previous page...

CANSO CAUSEWAY 50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS

ANTIQUE VEHICLE PARADE NOW ACCEPTING REGISTRATIONS!

Do you own a vehicle that was built between 1950-1955?  If so you could be participating in the 50th

anniversary celebrations of the opening of the Canso Causeway.
On August 13th 2005 the Canso Causeway will go back in time to the mid 1950’s when the first
vehicular traffic crossed the historic connection between Cape Breton Island and mainland Nova Scotia.
The re-enactment of that event will include a march of more than 100 pipers and an antique vehicle
parade and show.

Potential participants can register for the event by calling 902-625-1009 or register online at
www.cansocauseway.ca.

The official opening of the Canso Causeway on August 13th 1955 was attended by over 40,000 people,
plans are currently underway to commemorate this historic event with special celebrations marking the
construction and impact the Causeway has had on Nova Scotia and the country.

For additional information contact the Canso Causeway Anniversary Society located at The Regional
Development Agency at 32 Paint Street Unit # 5 in Port Hawkesbury.   Or call: 902-625-5055.  Email:
rita@cansocauseway.ca or rikki@cansocauseway.ca.
This project is funded by Human Resources Development Canada, Enterprise Cape Breton Corporation and
Nova Scotia Culture and Tourism.

Application forms for the Inverness County Literacy Network Adult Upgrading Classes, are available at the
Recreation/Tourism Office at the Municipal Building in Port Hood.

On-going instruction runs until June.  There is no registration fee for these courses,
but there is a fee for the materials used.

INVERNESS COUNTY LITERACY NETWORK

ADULT UPGRADING CLASSES
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The Congrès mondial acadien will undoubtedly help create a global awareness
of the rich heritage and culture of Acadians when Nova Scotia opens its doors to
the world this summer.  This is the year that l'Acadie celebrates 400 years of
history and success.

Visitors are invited to come to the Maritimes, to the land where it all began, the birthplace of all Acadians
in North America.  This summer of 2004, Acadians will come together from all corners of the world to
commemorate the past, while at the same time developing new meaning and direction for the future.

Large-scale events have been planned throughout all four Atlantic provinces and beyond.  Here, in the
Acadian region of Inverness County, the local organizers of the Congrès mondial acadien wish to invite
visitors, friends, and Acadians from near and far, to be part of these exceptional celebrations.

From July 31 to August 15, there will be festivals, mega-shows, theatre plays, concerts, commemorations,
family reunions, art exhibitions, plus many other great events across the Atlantic provinces, and in
Chéticamp, a beautiful Acadian village situated on the picturesque Cabot Trail.

Nestled amidst spectacular scenery at the foot of the Cape Breton Highlands, where the waves of the Gulf
of Saint Lawrence gently lap the shores, the inhabitants of this picturesque village are reknowned for the
friendly atmosphere with which they welcome visitors and which reveals their pride and joy in their heritage.

Along the north west coast of Cape Breton (all the way from East Margaree, Belle Côte, Terre Noire, St-
Joseph-du-Moine, and Grand Étang to Chéticamp    with an overall population of 4,500 people) live many
of the Acadian descendants of "Les quatorze vieux" ("the original fourteen"), the original settlers who
obtained a land grant concession for 7,000 acres of land in this area in 1790.

These descendants, and many Acadians in numerous hamlets and towns throughout Nova Scotia, are
anxiously awaiting the arrival of family and friends this summer to celebrate this momentous occasion.

A number of families will be holding their family reunions here.  This event is sure to please all of those
who wish to foster closer ties and international links between families, as it helps create an atmosphere of
pride in being Acadian.

The Acadian region of Inverness County will also host one of three major events of the Congrès.  At the
event's mid-way point, its focus will shift to Chéticamp, when from August 6-8, the village will be host to
"Le Show du Mitan" (the "mid-festivities" show), a major arts and cultural festival expected to showcase

both modern and traditional forms of expression.
One can easily imagine that these events, com-

bined with the beautiful scenery, cleanliness of the
village, friendly and welcoming residents---who
lay claim to a rich and unique heritage---promises
to provide a memorable experience for all visitors.
Visit the Chéticamp community website at

www.cheticampns.com for more information on
the area.  For more information on the Congrès
mondial acadien events in the Chéticamp area call
Les Trois Pignons at (902) 224-2642 or check out
the Congrès' website for the most up-to-date info
at www.cma2004.com.

by Daniel AuCoin

Chéticamp: The place to be July 31-August 15, 2004

The local staff of CMA 2004 are led by Daniel Aucoin (seated
front) .  Standing (L-R)  Darren Aucoin, Lorraine Roach,
Yvette LeLievre, and Marie-Claire Doucet.

SEE YOU THIS SUMMER.
VENEZ NOUS VISITER!!
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C@P Sites are a Public Internet Access site based in our communities to provide affordable Internet usage,
printers, scanners, fax machines and digital photography.  It is always a good idea to call ahead before going
to the sites.  Better still, make an appointment to use the site.

CCCCC@P SITES IN OUR CP SITES IN OUR CP SITES IN OUR CP SITES IN OUR CP SITES IN OUR COMMUNITIESOMMUNITIESOMMUNITIESOMMUNITIESOMMUNITIES

Whycocomagh C@P site:
Located inside the Whycocomagh Education
Centre/Service Canada. 8am-4pm Monday-Friday.
Phone # 756-2901.  High Speed Internet.

Glendale C@P site:
Located in the Fr. John Angus Rankin Cultural
Centre.  (By appointment in the off-season).
 Phone # 625-3441.  Dial up Internet.
Email: Glendale.cap@ns.sympatico.ca

Port Hawkesbury C@P site:  (2 locations)
Location 1:  SAERC cable TV room. Mon/Wed/
Thurs/ Fri.   8:30am-4pm,  Tue. 8:30am –8:30pm.
Phone # 625-2810. High Speed Internet.  Email:
saerc-tv@ns.sympatico.ca
Location 2, SAERC Library.  Phone # 625-2729.
High Speed Internet.  Website:  http://
ecrl.library.ns.ca

Judique C@P site:
Located inside the Judique Community Centre.
Mon. –Fri.  9:30am-4pm
Phone # 787-2435. Dial up Internet.  Website:
http://www3.ns.sympatico.ca/judique.cbi

Port Hood C@P site:
Located inside the Port Hood Resource Centre &
Library.  Mon.- Fri.  8:30-4:30
 Phone # 787-2568.  Dial up Internet.Mabou C@P site:

Located inside the Mabou Communications
building.  Mon-Fri.  9am-11:30am/12:30pm-5pm.
Phone # 945-2025. Dial up Internet. www.alin.ca

Scotsville C@P site:
Located inside the Scotsville School of Crafts.10am-
5pm Mon.-Fri.
Phone # 258-3838. High Speed Internet. http://
lakeainslieweaversguild.org/index.shtml

Inverness C@P site:
Located inside the Inverness County Centre for the
Arts. 10am-5pm.  Phone # 258-2533. Dial up
Internet.  Email: artscap@ns.sympatico.ca

Margaree Forks C@P site: (2 Locations)
Location 1: The Tompkins Memorial Library,
Mon.- Wed. 10am-2pm.  Phone # 248-2356.
Location 2: Downstairs at the ECRL, Tompkins
Memorial Library building.  Phone # 248-2317.
High Speed Internet.  Website:  http://
ecrl.library.ns.ca

St. Joseph du Moine C@P site:
Located: Inside the Fire Hall next to the Library.
Phone # 224-1016. High Speed Internet

Cheticamp C@P site: (2 locations)
Locations: Les Trois Pigons, winter hours: 8:30am-
4:30pm  Mon-Fri. May-Oct.  8am-8pm, Mon-Sun.
Le Portage Golf Club House 8am-8pm, Mon-Sun
from May-Oct. and La Societe St.Pierre. Phone #
224-2642.  High Speed Internet. website:
www.lestroispignons@ns.sympatico.ca

Pleasant Bay C@P site:
Located: Inside the Family Centre. Mon. 9am-1pm
& 6pm-8pm, Tues. 10am-12pm & 1pm-5pm,
 Wed. 1pm-5pm & 6pm-8pm, Thurs. & Fri.
10am-12pm & 1pm-5pm.  Phone # 224-1947.
Dial up internet.

Meat Cove C@P site:
Located Inside the Meat Cove Welcome Centre.
Phone # 383-2284. Dial up Internet:
www.meatcove.ca

All C@P site business hours are subject to change
due to the time of the year and depending on
availability of volunteers. Volunteers play a very
important role with the sites, all sites are in need of
more volunteers from their communities.  If you
want to become a volunteer for the C@p site in your
area please call the site.

The Inverness County C@P Network Society is sponsored
by Human Resources Development Canada (HRDC),

Labour Market Development Association - Information
Technology (LMDA-IT), Industry Canada, and the

Municipality of Inverness County.
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Outdoor Rinks “Ice Dreams”
Program Helps Create
Outdoor  Memories

Now that thoughts of winter are behind us, many
county residents are thinking ahead to baseball, and street
hockey,  tennis and swimming, hiking and track and field.
But before you pack away your winter coat, toque, and
mitts a little planning for next winter could be in order.

All county residents who have an outdoor ice rink should
take time to investigate the Ice Dreams Program, adminis-
tered through Minister Rodney MacDonald’s office and
which was set up to promote healthy activities in commu-
nities across Nova Scotia. the “Go For Green” program is
trying to encourage outdoor rinks across Canada.

The free-wheeling feeling of outdoor skating can’t be
matched.  When a day is brightly sunny with a crisp frost in the air, ice crystals sparkle.  Skate blades skim-
ming over the ice create sounds just as magical as the ice crystals that sparkled one night this past January in
the sky above a rink in Judique.

Thanks to the dedication and imagination of many people, especially Blaise MacEachern, the  Judique
Outdoor Rink, which had been out-of-service for many years, was re-opened in front of almost four-hun-
dred people.

Emcee Morag Graham, introduced the special guests
including fiddler Buddy MacMaster,  MLA Rodney
MacDonald, and Warden AJ MacDougall.

While hot chocolate flowed freely, spectators watched
the efforts of two senior men’s hockey teams as they
competed for victory for the North or South.  Next were
novice level players from Port Hood and Judique who
formed two teams and had a great time in the outdoors.

The ice was opened for general skating until 8:00 pm.,
when the lights on the rink allowed a broom-ball game
to take place.  The communities of Creignish and

Judique
competed
in this
friendly
game.
   To find
out more
about developing an outdoor rink anywhere in the county,
visit the Ice Dreams website at:  http://www.icedreams.ca.
Here you can  register your outdoor rink. Whether it’s a
municipal, neighborhood, or backyard one they want to hear
about it. There’s a place for you to write your memories of
outdoor skating, and read other entries that have been posted
from across Canada.

It was the first opportunity for players of this Port
Hood-Judique Minor Hockey Novice level team to
play a game and to play outdoors was a novel
experience.

Warden A.J. MacDougall welcomes partici-
pants and spectators.

[Photos this page by A.J. MacIsaac]

Warden A.J. MacDougall (back left) and
Minister Rodney MacDonald (back right) look
on as Judique fiddler, Buddy MacMaster, drops
the puck to start the first game of the day.
Players Jim MacDonald and D.R. Graham
receive the drop.

by Virginia MacIsaac
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27TH ANNUAL INVERNESS COUNTY CRIBBAGE TOURNAMENT

A bit of friendly competition - Donna Gillis,
scorekeeper and Joe MacNeil, judge, flex their
card-playing muscles.

This year's tournament was held Saturday, April 17, 2004
at the Port Hood Fire Hall.  Fourteen teams competed in
each division (First Place and Runners-Up) for a total of
twenty-eight teams competing.

The First Place Division Team winners were Team #10 of
Inverness, Eileen Delaney and Mona Gillis.  These two ladies
were very proud to have won their trophies during this
Inverness Centennial year!!

Winners in the Runners-Up division were Team #11, Carol
Timmons and Joanne Marsh of Pleasant Bay.  Congratula-
tions to both winning teams.

Special thanks to the Port Hood Volunteer Fire Dept and Ladies Auxiliary: Theresa Sutherland, Florence
Ingraham and Marie Spears for the delicious lunch; Donna Gillis and Heather MacKenzie who acted as
Scorekeepers; and Joe MacNeil, who was the Tournament Judge.  Many thanks also to the Inverness County
Recreation/Tourism Department staff: Marie Cameron, Anna Lee MacEachern and Donna MacDonald.

First Place Division Teams who won their zones and quali-
fied to represent their areas at the tournament:

Pictured above and below - some of the
competitors.

Runner-Up Division Team winners who competed:
1.  Port Hawkesbury - Louis Bissonnette & Carl Cogswell
2.  Margaree - Agnes Blanchard & Theresa LeBlanc
3.  Lake Ainslie - Chris MacGregor & Wallace Gillis
4.  Glendale - Angus MacDonald & Francis MacDonald
5.  Chéticamp - Henri Deveau & Marie Louise Deveau
6.  NE Margaree - Greta Gardner & Elma Gale
7.  Port Hastings - Isobel Maclver & Mary A. Fox
8.  Creignish - Lawrence & Alexis Chisholm
9.  Port Hood - Pat Batherson & Harold Tracey
10. Judique - Jessie Gillis & Pearline MacDonald
11. Pleasant Bay - Joanne Marsh & Carol Timmons
12. Inverness - Arnold Timmons & Jimmy Gillis
13. Whycocomagh - Mary Prosper & Chantella Googoo

1.  Margaree - Margaret Hayes & Debbie Burns
2.  Port Hawkesbury - Louis Talbot & Albert Ingraham
3.  Judique - Steven MacMillan & Donald A. MacMillan
4.  Chéticamp - Johnnie Camus & Edmund Burns
5.  Glendale - Mary & Donald MacEachern
6.  Port Hood - Donald A. MacEachern & Mary MacEachern
7.  Lake Ainslie - Peggy MacDougall & Stacey Campbell
8.  Port Hastings - Jane MacKinnon & Jackie Fox
9.  NE Margaree - Mose Fortune & Ann Aikens
10. Inverness - Eileen Delaney & Mona Gillis
11. Mabou - Ruby Campbell & Elizabeth Beaton
12. Creignish - Colin & Sadie MacEachern
13. Pleasant Bay - Brenda Fitzgerald & Mary Capstick
14. Whycocomagh - Philip Prosper & Darren Prosper

#
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   On Saturday, January 31, 2004 the Inverness County Department
of Recreation and Tourism sponsored a workshop/seminar for
organizations involved in producing Festivals and Events throughout
Inverness County.  The event took place on a beautifully sunny day
at the Inverness County Centre for the Arts multi-purpose room.
   Members of the Inverness Centennial committee had earlier
approached the Recreation/Tourism office looking for advice on
different aspects of planning an event as large as theirs.  At that
point, John Cotton and his staff, realizing that there were probably
many other organizations in the county who could benefit from such
information, set about organizing the workshop/seminar.  The event

was subsequently advertised and opened to all festivals and events personnel in the county who wished to
attend.

Staff at the Recreation/Tourism Department made several inquiries to find a knowledgeable resource person
to contract.  Troy Greencorn, the Artistic Director for the Stan Rogers Annual Folk Festival, was highly
recommended and subsequently hired to present the workshop.  He gave a fascinating and in-depth lesson on
all that is involved in mounting a professional, safe, secure, fun and entertaining event:  An event that would
have volunteers lining up to work again and performers beating a path to the door asking to be included in
the next one.

At noon, an excellent and tasty lunch was prepared and served by the Arts Centre staff and volunteers -
many thanks to Jasmine Jones and Lindsay MacIsaac.

According to Donna MacDonald of the Recreation/Tourism Department, the feedback from all involved
has been very positive.  The participants felt that they had received valuable information which they will be
able to use immediately.  Donna went on to say that there is a possibility that a follow-up event to this will be
held later in the year.  This will allow the participants to share their experiences with each other and, perhaps,
learn even more from each other.

Those who took advantage of this opportunity to enhance their knowledge in the field of event manage-
ment were:
Rachel Maginley, Margaree Summer Festival
Cathy Hawley, Port Hood Chestico Days
Paul Gallant, Conseil Des Arts Chéticamp/Congrès Mondial
Daniel Aucoin, Congrès Mondial
Yvette Lelievre,  Congrès Mondial
Linda Bradley, Inverness Centennial
Abby MacNeil, Inverness Centennial
Grace MacDonald, Inverness Centennial
Beth Ryan, Inverness Centennial
Tom Ryan, Inverness Centennial
Todd Graham, Judique On the Floor
Valerie LeBlanc, St. Joseph du Moine 125th

Leandre LeBlanc, St. Joseph du Moine 125th

Clovis Chiasson, St. Joseph du Moine Scottish Concert
Anna Lee MacEachern, Recreation/Tourism Department
Donna MacDonald, Recreation/Tourism Department.

County Recreation/Tourism Department
Hosts Event Planning Seminar/Workshop

by Marie Aucoin

Troy Greencorn was a great resource
person

L-R:  Rachel Maginley, one of the
participants, Anna Lee MacEachern
and Donna MacDonald, staff members
of the county Recreation/Tourism
Department.q
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Left and
right - Some
of the
participants
at the
Festival and
Events
workshop.

"The Call of the Dance" is issued for the twenty-first Chestico Days Stepdancing Festival.  This
event will be celebrated on Saturday, July 31, 2004, at 12:30 p.m. on the beautiful outdoor festival
stage overlooking Port Hood Island on the scenic Port Hood Waterfront in Inverness County, Cape
Breton.

Since August 4th, 1984, over four hundred dancers have performed in solos, duets or family groups.
In addition, the festival has hosted twenty dancing groups comprised of approximately two hundred
and fifty dancers from St. John's, Newfoundland to Cochrane, Alberta and points in between.

The quantity and quality of the dancers which this event attracts is a testament to its value as an
event dedicated to showcasing and promoting the stepdancing aspect of our culture. The fact that the
festival has survived and thrived for twenty-one years proves that stepdancing, in its various styles and
interpretations, is a tremendously important art form, worthy of preserving.

The festival thanks all past participants whose generous willingness to share their talents has resulted
in an event which has sustained itself for twenty one years.

The twenty-first anniversary of the Chestico Days Stepdancing Festival will be a great celebration of
music and dance. Music for the dancers will be provided by all-time favourites, Kinnon and Betty Lou
Beaton and Bob MacEachern, owner/manager of 101.5 The Hawk will be Master of Ceremonies.

A heartfelt welcome is hereby extended to all past participants, dancers and youth fiddlers who are
newcomers to the festival. The committee welcomes all styles of stepdancing performed as solos, duets,
family or group numbers.

Since it is impossible to personally contact all four hundred and eighty-five past performers, all those
interested in taking part in our special twenty-first edition of the Stepdancing Festival are encouraged
to send name, address and telephone number by May 30th, 2004 to the following address: Catherine
Hawley, P. 0. Box 52 - 198 High Road, Port Hood, Nova Scotia, BOE 2WO.

TWENTY-FIRST CHESTICO DAYS STEPDANCING FESTIVAL COMING SOON

+* +

+

+

+

**

*

*

Access by ATV has opened areas once considered remote to all but the occasional determined
naturalist.  Careful use of ATVs can add a new dimension to our ability to get close to
nature.  However, improper use and disregard of the environment being traversed can lead
to serious problems.  When out ATVing and enjoying all that nature has to offer, please

remember to treat her gently.  More information on ATVing  is available at:  http://
www.atvans.com.   From the site: “Since the founding of the ATVANS, the Nova Scotia Trail
Federation (NSTF) and Trans Canada Trail (TCT) have been very strong supporters of
our association.  With this working relationship we have maintained or gained access to a
considerable amount of the abandoned railway lines in Nova Scotia.”

Important Message for AImportant Message for AImportant Message for AImportant Message for AImportant Message for ATV EnthusiastsTV EnthusiastsTV EnthusiastsTV EnthusiastsTV Enthusiasts
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Seniors from across Inverness County are once again invited to
attend the Annual Senior Games.  Scheduled for Saturday, June 5th,
at the Inverness Academy, it promises to be another really fun time.
The focus of the day is intended to highlight active living and to
promote social achievement through participation and friendly
competition. The event is sponsored by the Municipal Department
of Recreation/Tourism.

Registration for the games will be held from 8:45 - 9:45 am.  The
official opening of the Games is scheduled for 9:45 am, with activi-
ties running from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm.
  Competitive activities will include cribbage, 45’s, bridge, scrabble,
darts and  horseshoes:  These activities will take place between 10:00
am -12 noon, and will be followed by a buffet lunch.  The afternoon’s
activities begin with an entertainment gala.  Each senior’s club is
eligible to enter perform-
ances of their choice, for
example: skit, instrumen-
tal, choir, solo, personal
story, etc.
   First, second and third

place medals will be awarded for each competitive activity immedi-
ately following the event.  The overall winning clubs will be
appropriately recognized during the Awards Presentation scheduled
for 3:00 pm.

Workshop demonstrations and information booths will be
available throughout the morning for spectators/non-competitors.

These provide valuable subject
material on a variety of topics including Senior’s Services, Health &
Nutrition, Gardening, Hobby Displays, Tai-Chi Demonstration & Infor-
mation, Video Presentations and more.  This should also add to the day’s
enjoyment.
    For those who wish to attend this year’s Senior Games, either as a
competitor or a spectator, an advance registration fee of $5.00 will be
collected by the respective seniors’ clubs
in Inverness County.  The registration
fee includes a delicious luncheon buffet
meal.  If you would like to be a partici-
pant or a spectator you must register

through the local senior’s club in your area.
Anyone 50 years of age or older is eligible to participate in the Senior

Games.  Those who will be attending are reminded that the Senior
Games will be a SCENT FREE and SMOKE FREE environment.

To ensure the overall success of the eighth Annual Senior Games, the
Department of Recreation/Tourism has called upon its volunteers from
across the County to assist in areas of activity co-ordinators, first aid,
hospitality, resource personnel and sound/ technical expertise.   The
response, once again, has been overwhelming and we are grateful to the
volunteers for their enthusiasm.

For further information on the 2004 Senior Games, you may phone the Inverness County Recreation/
Tourism Department at (902) 787-3508.

Senior Games 2004 scheduled for June 5th

at Inverness Academy

The ladies in the kitchen always
make a mouth-watering lunch.

The afternoon entertainment is great fun.
It is hoped that more people will get
involved and entertain this year.

Last year the RCMP manned an
information booth.

How healthy are you?  This is
always a busy booth.

The gardening demonstration was one
of the busiest workshops last year.

e



The Participaper Page 29

 BRANCHES:  SPRING HOURS:       APRIL 1, 2004 - JUNE 30, 2004
MARGAREE FORKS    Tel/Fax: 248-2821
Monday        1:30 - 4:30 &  6:30 - 8:30
Tuesday &  Wednesday        6:30 - 8:30
Thursday                        10:00 - 12:00
                   1:30 - 4:30 &  6:30 - 8:30
Friday                                1:30 - 4:30
Saturday                             1:30 - 4:00

PT HAWKESBURY  Tel/Fax 625-2729
Monday to Firday           3:00 - 8:00
Saturday                       11:00 - 2:00

INVERNESS EDUCATION CENTRE

(every 2 weeks)   Thursdays
12:00 - 5:30 &  6:00 - 8:00
Apr. 8, 22    May 6, 20    June 3, 17

JUDIQUE COMMUNITY CENTRE

(every 4 weeks)  Wednesdays
4:30 - 5:30 &  6:00 - 7:30
Apr. 21      May 19     June 16

PORT HOOD RESOURCE CENTRE

(every 4 weeks)  Tuesdays
3:30 - 5:30 & 6:00 - 7:30
Apr. 13    May 11    June 8

MABOU, DALBRAE ACADEMY

(every 2 weeks)  Wednesdays
3:45 - 5:30 &  6:00 - 8:00
Apr. 14, 28        May 12, 26
June 9, 23

ST. JOSEPH DU MOINE/CENTRE SAINT-
JOSEPH (every 2 weeks)   Thursdays
12:00 - 5:15 &  6:00 - 8:00
Apr. 1, 15, 29    May 13, 27
June 10, 24

BOOKS BY MAIL

We provide a free mail-out library service for persons who live in the more
rural areas of the County.  Just call in or e-mail us your request.

MULGRAVE  Tel: 747-2597    Fax: 747-2500
Monday          10:30 - 12:30 &  2:00 - 6:00
Tuesday & Wednesday                2:30 - 7:30
Thursday                              1:00 - 4:00
Friday                                     CLOSED

WHYCOCOMAGH EDUCATION

CENTRE

(every 4 weeks)    Wednesdays
 3:30 - 5:30 &  6:00 - 8:00
 Apr. 7    May 5     June 2, 30
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VISITING LIBRARY SERVICE

For persons who, because of a physical handicap or other reason, cannot
easily leave their home, we will bring or mail to you a selection of reading
materials chosen by our staff to reflect your preferences.  Let us know your
specific needs and tastes.

If you are unable to visit a Branch or Link, the following services may meet
your needs:

Saturday                               1:00 - 4:00

HOURS:     LIBR@RY LINKS:     APRIL 1, 2004 - JUNE 30, 2004

For further information, please contact Eastern Counties Regional Library
headquarters, by telephone:747-2597, E-mail: info@nsme.library.ns.ca or visit
our Website www.ecrl.library.ns.ca

ECRL has approximately 300 new users as a result of our March Library
Card Month promotion, “Membership has its benefits - Join our club!”
Many of these new members are residents of  Inverness County and we
enjoyed meeting both new and existing patrons at our recent displays.  If
you haven’t seen our Spring 2004 booklist, pick one up at your Branch
Library, Libr@ry Link site, or access it online at ecrl.library.ns.ca.  Our
selection of books, audio tapes, CDs, videos and DVDs is always growing!

Summer ReadingSummer ReadingSummer ReadingSummer ReadingSummer Reading
ProgramProgramProgramProgramProgram

Join us this summer for the TD
Summer Reading Club.  This year’s
theme, “Fire Up Your Imagination!
Dragons, Books, and Quests” has
something for everyone.  Drop into a
Branch or Library Link site for more
information.

Author TourAuthor TourAuthor TourAuthor TourAuthor Tour
ECRL is proud to be hosting a June
author tour with Wolfville born
author, Susan Haley.  Funded by the
Canada Council for the Arts, the
Inverness County readings will be
held at the Coady-Tompkins Library
in Margaree
Forks, at the
Petit de Grat
Library, and in
Why-cocomagh,
at a date and
location to be
announced.

VIRTUAL LIBRARY

Visit our virtual library at  ecrl.library.ns.ca  It’s where you’ll find our on-line
catalogue, magazine databases, booklists and reference service.  Call us for
further information at 747-2597.
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Director’s Desk...Continued from page 2

WEEKLY RADIO REPORT:
Every Thursday afternoon the Municipality of Inverness’

Tourism/Recreation Department airs a Rec-reation Report on
1015 The Hawk and CJFX radio stations.

If your organization has any upcoming events (non-profit) you
would like to have promoted, please contact us by any of the
following methods:  Tel: 787-3507, Fax: 787-3110, email:
dmacdonald@invernessco.com, or mail:  Recreation/Tourism
Dept., PO Box 179, Port Hood, NS, B0E 1P0.  Information
should reach our office by Wednesdays at 3:30 p.m.

through the Recreation/Tourism Department on a 50/50 basis
up to a maximum of $500.  For more information on how you
can get involved, you can contact your local development
association or the Recreation/Tourism office.

“GO FOR GREEN” is a provincial community-based project
to help Nova Scotian’s take part in responsible, healthy, physical
activities that protect, enhance and restore their natural
environment.  By working together we are better able to preserve
or create environments for active living for everyone.

Some examples of projects that can be funded are: recreational
activities in tune with nature, organic community gardens,
community composts, bicycle swaps, nature walks and nature
interpretive trails.  We can improve our environment even while
we enjoy and participate in active and healthy activities.

“GO FOR GREEN” project partners are: Recreation Nova
Scotia; Clean Nova Scotia; Nova Scotia Sport & Recreation
Commission; and the Nova Scotia Department of the
Environment.   Website: www.goforgreen.ca.

INVERNESS COUNTY RECREATION & CONTINUING
EDUCATION PROGRAMS:

Its time to start thinking about Fall programming already!
This is the time of year our school and community
programmers are in search of ideas and instructors for
recreational and continuing education programs.  These courses
will be offered in the schools and community halls throughout
Inverness County.

If there is a class or workshop you would like to see offered in
your community, let your local programmer know now, to give
them time to find an instructor.   The same goes for anyone
interested in teaching/instructing a program.  Instructors set
their own schedule and rates and are paid according to how
many register.  You can contact our office for more information
at 787 - 3508.

The Margaree Summer Festival
will be held August 7th and 8th
this year.  This two day festival of
fun, kicks off with the “Anything
That Floats” race down  the
Margaree River from Tanner’s Field
to Doyle’s Bridge on Saturday,
August 7th.

Always a fan favourite, the river
race starts at 2 p.m.  Registration
for the event is at 1 p.m.

In years past this race has proven
to be an exciting, colorful and
hilarious event, as all manner of
devices and costumes have floated
past the appreciative spectators.
This year should be no exception.

Prepare early to participate.  For
those with an aversion to being on
the water, plan to go out and cheer
on your favourite competitor(s),
you’ll be glad you did.  The river
race is free.

That same evening the party will
continue with “Le Groupe Lelievre”
performing at the Cape Breton
Highlands Academy in Belle Cote.
Admission will be charged.

On Sunday, August 8th a BBQ
will be held on the Margaree Forks
Coady/Tompkins Library grounds.
A variety concert will take place on
the adjacent outdoor stage
following the BBQ.  Watch for
more details in the Inverness Oran.
Or, contact either Marilyn
Harrison at 248-2226 or Rachel
Maginley at 248-2704.

THE MARGAREE SUMMER FESTIVAL
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MUNICIPALITY OF THE COUNTY OF INVERNESS
TELEPHONE DIRECTORY

MAIN SWITCHBOARD ............................................ 787-2274
Fax - All Departments ........................ 787-3110

BUILDING INSPECTOR:
Port Hawkesbury ................................ 625-1572
Port Hood ........................................... 787-2900

ENGINEERING & PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT:
Administration ................................... 787-3502
........................................................  787-3503
Water Utilities .................................  787-3503

   Emergency Sewer & Water Maintenance 24 Hrs ............. 258-3335
EXECUTIVE OFFICES:

Warden ............................................... 787-3514
Chief Administrative Clerk ................. 787-3500
CAO Secretary ................................... 787-3501

FINANCE DEPARTMENT:
Director .............................................. 787-3511
Tax Collector ...................................... 787-3510
Accounting ......................................... 787-3505
Data Processing .................................. 787-3505

INVERNESS COUNTY HOME CARE .................... 787-3449
Municipal Homes:

Foyer Père Fiset .................................. 224-2087
Inverary Manor ................................... 258-2842

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT:
Divisions:
Building Inspector:

Port Hawkesbury ................................ 625-1572
Building Inspector:

Port Hood ........................................... 787-2900
Development Control ............................................ 625-1572
Policy: MDP Office ....................................... 625-1572

RECREATION AND TOURISM
Director, Recreation & Tourism ............................ 787-3506
Director, Community Development & Culture .....787-3506
Assistant /Recreation & Tourism ........................... 787-3507
Adult Education & School Program Coordinator .. 787-3508
Tourism Toll-Free ........................................ 1-800-567-2400

COMMUNITY SERVICES ......................................... 787-4000
Toll-Free .................. 1-800-252-2275

Strait  Highlands Regional Development Agency (SH-RDA)
Port Hawkesbury ................................ 625-3929

OUR WEBSITE & EMAIL ADDRESSES ARE:
www.invernessmunicipality.com or www.invernessco.com
email: recreation@invernessco. com.

The Coyote Moon Children’s
Drama Camp will be held once
again this year.

The camp will run from
Monday, August 23 to Friday,
August 27.  From 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. each day.  A snack is
provided, however, students
must provide their own lunch.

It is also recommended that
students bring sunscreen and
sunhats.

The camp is held at Harrison
Hill B&B at the “loft” barn on
the property.  Cost is $100 per
student and includes a T-shirt.

The students will entertain
with a performance shortly after
3 p.m. on the afternoon of the
27th.

To register, or for more
information, contact Rachel
Maginley the program director
by phone at 902.248.2704 or
mail:  PO Box 118, Margaree
Centre, NS, B0E 1Z0.

THE COYOTE MOON CHILDREN’S
DRAMA CAMP

Don’t forget to take part in the
“Relay for Life” in Cheticamp,
June 11th, as either a partici-
pant, donor, spectator or volun-
teer.  We care.
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CRIBBAGE CHAMPION WINNERS

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR

Marie Cameron, County representative (centre)
with the Champion Division Winners.  Mona
Gillis (left) and Eileen Delaney (right).

Runners’ Up Division Winners, Carol
Timmons (left) and Joanne Marsh (right).


