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Try It!

Spring is here! And it makes us feel like we are ready
to shake a few pounds of winter blahs and get more
physically active. Not sure where to start? Well,
we've been working on a solution - how about a test
drive? Regular recreation programs such as aerobics,
basketball, walking clubs, volleyball and badminton
are underway in various communities throughout the
County. In May you can “try it and see if you like
it”. So, take this opportunity to try a new class, at no
cost and with no strings attached. For more
information see back cover of this issue and watch
your local newspapets.

SENIOR GAMES

The Inverness County Recreation Department, in
cooperation with all Seniors' Clubs throughout
Inverness County, is coordinatinga Senior Games to
be held Saturday, June 2 at the Inverness Academy.
For more information on the games and the events
planned you can contact the Recreation Department
at 787-2274 or 3508.

SUMMER & FALL EVENTS BROCHURE

Once again our events brochure will soon be
delivered to residents of the County. Filled with
festival schedules, concert dates, dances and many
summer and fall activities; it's a good resource to
keep close at hand this summer, for yourself and
friends and relatives who may be visiting,

CONGRATULATIONS VOLUNTEERS!

Wednesday evening, April 25" was Volunteer
Awards night and we had a great turnout of
volunteers. The scope of the work that the
volunteers of Inverness County contribute to
Inverness County is astonishing. And they do itwith
such grace and dedication - they are an inspiration to
allof us. Ifyou know someone who volunteers time
in your community, take a minute to stop and thank
them for the good works they do on behalf of all of
us. The Municipality, Warden and Councillors thank
all County volunteers for their dedication to the
betterment of our community.

Participaper
Editor
Marie Aucoin
P.0. Box 43, Chéticamp, NS, BOE 1HO
Phone: (902) 224-1759
email: mtlynch37@hotmail.com
(for subscription requests see below)

The Partici-Paper is published six times a year by the
Inverness County Department of Recreation and
Tourism: John Cotton, Director. Contributions of

information and articles, photos and artwork
welcome. We also welcome your letters and
comments. This publication is a service for the
residents of Inverness County, Others may subscribe
at the following rates (postage included): $8.00/yr in

Canada or $9.00 a year in the U.S. Send subscription

request with payment to: The attention of Marie
Cameron at the
Recreation and Tourism Department, P.O. Box 179,
Municipal Building,
Port Hood, NS, BOE 2WO
Email:marie@invernessco.com
Phone: 787-2274.

Printed by: The Pictou Advocate

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS:

The Inverness County Council of the Arts (ICCA) is
accepting submissions for the 4* Annual Hands
Dancing exhibit to take place July 16" to September
1*.  Deadline for submissions is: June 15, 2001.
The postal address for ICCA is: P.O. Box 709,
Inverness, NS, BOE 1HO0. Phone: 258-2533. Email:
icca709@hotmail.com
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ANCESTORS UNLIMITED
HELPING TO FIND
YOUR INVERNESS COUNTY ROOTS
Teeeeeeeeeeee

By: Dr. Jim St Clair

WHO IS WHO, AND HOW CAN WE FIND THEM IN THE RECORDS?

WHOQO: McMaster - MacDugald:

According to a marriage record, James McMaster
married Catherine McDugald on 31 Jan 1859.. Her
residence is difficult to read on the original
documents. It might be Cross Road, - could this be
Cross Roads, River Denys Mountain? Who were her
parents? Was James McMaster the son of Angus
and Ann McDonald McMaster? Is he a grandson of
Donald found on the 1818 Census? .4 descendant:
Dana McPherson of Anacortes, Washington, is searching.

Munroe - Blue: Norman Wood of Orleans,
Ontario is searching for information about his
ancestors - Angus Munroe of Loch Lomond and a
Marsali Blue of Blues’ Mills. Is Marsalia daughter of
Archibald Blue? Where did Marsali and Angus
meet? Was Marsali much younger than Angus?

Moore - MacKinnon: Kenneth Moore of
Pleasant Bay is seeking the names of the parents of
Mary MacKinnon who married Ned Moore of
Pleasant Bay.

Calder, Orangedale: Who was Angus Calder of
Orangedale who married Mary MacLellan of
Stewartdale in 1900. Who knows the names of his
parents?

HOW: Look for Probate Records: Prior to
1831, Wills and Letters of Probate for Inverness
County were recorded either in Sydney or Arichat.
Even without a will, Letters of Probate were often
issued and may well contain information of use to
the family historian. A few wills are also to be found
in the early deeds books, so be sure to check deeds;
they will often preserve the date of a death or the
names of the heits.

David Gruchy left a will. Born in Jersey, in the
Channel Islands, Gruchy was a prominent early fish
trader and exporter in Port Hood. His will was

dated 28 May 1836 and brought to the probate
office in August of the same year. We can assume
that he died between issuing his will and the
recording of the will and authorization of his
executors to proceed with carrying out the bequests.

In his will, Gruchy left all his wearing apparel to

. his wife, Margaret, as well as a feather bed, two

pillows, a pair of sheets, a pair of blankets, two
pillowcases and 2 bedspread. Margaretalso received
30 pounds stetling and all of the debts owed to his
estate. His real estate was to be soldand 500 pounds
british sterling to be given to Elizabeth Poindexter
of Isle of Jersey, a widow.

‘WHAT can be learned from this will?

This was a man of considerable property - a Jersey

fish merchant - but with no ship of his own.

1. Hewas in touch with his relatives in Jersey - but
does not tell us who Elizabeth Poindexter was.

2. There appear to have been no children from the
marriage.

WHAT do we not learn?

1. His age and religion.

2. The last name of his wife - from other sources
we know that she was a daughter of William
Watts and Margaret MacDougall of Port Hood.

Cape Breton newspapers contain a wealth of
information of interest to the family historian as well
as to researchers into local history. Mildred Howard

of Sydney has abstracted many items from
Continued next page.... Newspapers



Newspapers...Continued from previous page

newspapers and published them in a series of
publications entitled Early Cape Breton Newspapers.
The following is 2 small sampling:

From the North Sydney Herald, 1896:

Obituaries:

Archibald McLean aged 59, died at Strathlorne
on 1 April 1896.

Allan Morrison aged 49, of Marble Mountain,
was fatally injured in a mill in Montana. His remains
were interred at Marble Mountain cemetery May 25™
1896. He had left home three years earlier; two
months after his second marriage. He was survived
by six sons.

News: Robert Oswald Ross, B.A., M.D., M.S.,
of Margaree, was welcomed by the people of
Chéticamp as their new doctor. Dr. Ross, in 1894,
won the anatomy prize at McGill Medical College.
Though offerred the position of House Surgeon at
the Royal Victoria Hospital in Montreal, he preferred
to practice in Chéticamp.

In June 1896, two nice horses, Tom 7, and Bill,
6 were available from the postmaster at Loch Leven
(Inverness today).

Social: NE Margaree Notes: Rachel Ross,
“accomplished daughter of the proprietor of
Rossville House”, Lizzie Ross and Hattie Phillips
arrived home. Jimmy Cavall, teacher at Mabou,
spent Saturday in NE Margaree. M.W.H. Frizzle
arrived home from Acadia College. Reverend J.A.
Marple spent Saturday and Sunday in Margaree.
Mrs James McDonald and Mrs Porter Moffatt of
West Bay, arrived in North Sydney to visit friends.

LG
From Mactalla (a Gaelic newspaper) 1896:

Obituaries: Mrs. Lauchlin MacKinnon, age 74,
sister of the Reverend Lauchlin MacDonald, died at
Malagawatch, 7 June 1896.

Ronald MacMaster, 63, died at Brook Village, 23
April 1896.

John Rankin, 43, died at Mabou, 20 March 1896.
Donald McLean, 91, elder at Black River, West Bay
church, died 30 December 1895. Born on the Isle of
Harris, he came to West Bay in 1828.

Obituaries Mactalla 1897: John Cameron of
Broad Cove Bank, son of George Cameron, had
both feet removed following an accident while
working on the railway, died in Minneapolis.

Napoleon Aucoin, age 24, died of a heart attack
at Meat Cove, December 1897. He was the
community school teacher.

Reverend John C. MacKinnon, Mnmster of the
Established Church of Scotland, died in Scotland.
Born at New Canna, near Whycocomagh, he went to
the “old country” as a young man and became a
minister.

Alexander McLean, 27 ot 28 years old, died at
Orangedale, November 1897. “An excellent bard
who left many unpublished songs as well as a
published book of known songs.”

Angus MacNeil, son of John MacNeil of S.W.
Mabou, killed by a falling tree in New Hampshire in
March.

NEW DISCOVERY - The Kennedys of Canna
and Inverness County.

For many years, John A. Maclsaac and others
have been trying to wunravel the apparent
discrepancies presented in several published
accounts of the Kennedy brothers. John A. has
sorted through the census records, the land grant
records and the recently discovered The Census of the
Small Isles, 1764-1765, including Canna. " He is also
relying on information given to him in 1970 by
members of the Kennedy Family of Forest Street,
Inverness. Canna is one of the small islands in the
Hebrides, close to Muck and Coll and Rum. John
has kindly agreed to share the results of his research

with the readers of the Participaper. It now appears
that:

Continued nexct page.... Kennedy



Kennedy....Continued from previous page

*John Kennedy, b. ca. 1728 - married - *Catherine
McLean, b. ca. 1733 (*Extract from the 1764-1765
Canna - Census of the Small Isles).

John and Catherine had three known children:
Angus, b. ca 1758; Archibald, b. ca 1760;

and Murdoch, b. ca. 1761.

Angus married Ann( ? ) and they came to NS in
1791. Angus and Ann Kennedy of Scotland and
Nova Scotia had six children:

Neil, (b. ca. 1786) married Ann __ (b. ca. 1791)
Morristown, Antigonish County;

Murdoch, (b. ca. 1786 or 9) married Jessie MacLellan
(b. ca. 1811) Loch Ban, Inverness County;

John (b. ca. 1794) married Elizabeth Fraser resided
Broad Cove;

Donald (b. ca. 1796) married Mary MacLeod (b. ca.
1795) resided Broad Cove;

Archibald (not certain) (b. ca. 1798) married Eliza
_ (b. ca. 1817) resided Morristown; and;
Alexander (b. ca. 1804) married Elizabeth McIntyre
(b. ca. 1806 or 13) resided Sight Point.

A number of questions remain to be answered:

1. Were Neiland Murdoch twins as the oral history
suggests?

2. Who are the descendants of Archibald and
Murdoch? Could the Kennedys of Glenville be
descended? Or other Kennedys of Antigonish
County and Cape Breton County?

3. Did John and Catherine MacLean Kennedy of
Isle of Canna have other children?

4. Did Angus and Ann Kennedy have daughters
whose names are not yet recorded?

John Maclsaac, Deepdale, Nova Scotia, BOE 1N0
will welcome correspondence. His email address is
jmacisaac@auracom.com. The Participaperis grateful
to him for his generous sharing and encourages
others to do the same.

IMPORTANT MEETING: for all heritage,
museumn and archives employees and enthusiasts:
The Annual meeting of the Federation of Nova
Scotia Heritage will be held in conjunction with the
NS Museum and Council of Nova Scotia Archives
May 25 and 26 at Acadia University in Wolfville,
Nova Scotia. Included in the agenda - policy setting,
This is also an opportunity to make contacts and
participate in workshops. For further information

contact: The Federation of Nova Scotia Heritage,
1113 Marginal Road, Halifax, NS, B3H 4P7, Phone:
1-800-355-6873, fax: 902-422-0881 or email:
fnsh@andara.com.

Orangedale Station - 1886

Continued from Page 25...Volunteers
DONNA TIMMONS
Pleasant Bay
Pleasant Bay Community
Development Association

The Pleasant Bay Community Development
Association wishes to nominate Donna Timmons as
“Volunteer of the Year”.

Donna 1s a local business woman who owns and
operates the “Rusty Anchor” Restaurant. She has
frequently used the restaurant for her many fund-raising
projects for the community. She made a name for herself
as an actress, as well as emcee for the many vadety
concerts she has spent long hours helping to organize.
She willingly lends a hand to any cause in the community.

Donna was an active member of the Pleasant Bay
Development Association for seven years, as well as a
director of the board of the Friends of Whale Watch
Cape Breton and past president of the Pleasant Bay
Ladies Auxiliary of the Volunteer Fire Department.

EVA WATTS
Port Hood
St. Stephen’s United Church Women

St. Stephen’s United Church Women are pleased to
nominate Eva Watts to represent them as Volunteer of
the Year.

Eva is a life member of the U.C.W., and has served
terms as secretary and treasurer. She is an Elder of St.
Stephen’s Church and has been our faithful organist for
over fifty years. She also serves on vatous committees.

Eva is always ready to help out in other
organizations, such as The Red Cross and Chestico
Historical Society. Thank you Eva, from all of us.

More Volunieers.....Page 10






