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Volunteer Week 
On April 9-15, communities 

across Canada will celebrate 
International Volunteer Week. The 

Relay 2000 Municipality will honor and thank its 

Th T C d R I 
. volunteers on April 12 at the Municipal 

e ranscanada elay Is jldi» » Pe He 3d 

d ·th I b . be ui uing in ort oo . 
underway wit celebrations 2ginning on. Thi: , 
the West Coast, Arctic and East Coast. 1is year Georgina MacNab­ 
s · I t h bee I d deVr1es, nominated by the Alexander 
peciai evens ave nplannei across .. » 
th C ty th t . Grant Memorial United Church, was e ioun as e waver carriers make 
their way along the TransCanada Trail. chosen to represent all Inverness County 

volunteer at the Provincial ceremonies in Communities from Little Narrows, along Halifax on April 7. Lake Ainslie, Inverness and up to Port The next issue of Partici-Paper Hastings will be celebrating in late May will carry the volunteer profiles and as the relay makes its way through our 
County. More information in this issue. photos, so don't delay in sending in your 

information to the Recreation/Tourism 
office in Port Hood. 

High School Drama Festival 
Drama teachers and students 

from Inverness County high schools are 
busy preparing for the 4 annual 
Inverness County High School Drama 
Festival. This event will take place 
during Education Week on April 13-14 at 
Mabou Consolidated School. This year 
workshops are being offered to the 
students including Directing, Improv, 
Mime and Script Writing. We wish the 
students the best of luck with 
performances and encourage you to come 
out and support the Drama Festival. 

Summer Events Brochure 
The deadline to have your 

information for inclusion in our upcoming 
Summer & Fall Events brochure is 
Monday, May 1. If your non-profit 
organization has any activities happening 
between June 1 and November 1, you are 
encouraged to send in your information 
to be promoted in our brochure. There 
is no cost to your organization. For more 
information, contact the 
Recreation/Tourism office at 787-2274. 

Senior Games 
Plans are underway for the 4 

Annual Senior Games which will be held 
at the Inverness Academy on June 10. All 
seniors in the County are invited to 
attend I See page 14 for more details and 
call the office at 787-2274 if you are 
not sure how to get involved. 

Next deadline 
May/June 2000 issue: A ril 21 

In this issue : 
Arts & Culture News :3 
Ancestors Unlimited 5 
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Development Plan Update 20 
Hiking the. Highlands 21 
Ashley Ward Art 24 
Celtic Renaissance in Judique 26 
Frogwatch 27 
Blue BagReminder 2 8 
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THE INVERNESS COUNTY COUNCIL O 
presents 

THE ARTS& C [RE s 
OF OUR COMMU ITY 

WHO WEARE 

The Inverness County Council of the Arts (ICCA) is a charitable, non-profit 
organization. Established in 1984, the Council has been working hard to help area artists 
fulfill their goals of earning a living wage from their artistic endeavours as well as gaining some 
well-deserved recognition for their works. To this end we have produced several county-wide 
festivals promoting music, theatre, dance and the visual arts. 

For the past two years we have hosted the hugely successful ~ exhibit, HANDS 
DANCING. The artwork presented in this exhibit was of a quality which would not have 
been out of place in the National Gallery. Many visitors to the exhibit remarked on this. We 
are committed in our belief that our artistic/ cultural workers are' a viable and sustainable 
economic resource of this area. 

We are also dedicated to the establishment of an ongoing relationship with the 
Department of Education, school boards, educators and administrators; with a 'View to 
encouraging arts and cultural programs and services in our county schools. 

Over the years, ICCA has taken another step forward by opening an office in Inverness 
to provide a community-based resource for the county's arts and cultural constituency. The 
office is located on the second floor of the Oran building, the entrance is at the side door. 
Our office is operating on winter hours and is open Tuesday and Thursday afternoons from 
noon to 4:00 p.m. However, if you wish to leave a message, your call will be returned within 2 
days, the phone number is 258-2533. 

As a resource to the arts community we act as a "clearing centre" providing relevant 
information, For example, this is where our artists can obtain information on NS Arts 
Council/Canada Council funding; networking opportunities with other artists. We can also 
act as a sponsoring organization for arts projects, etc. 

ICCA's visual art exhibit season will open again in the annex of the Inverness Miner's 
Museum and will run from June 15 to September 4. The Hands Dancing exhibit (July 16­ 
September 2) is a juried exhibition, open to all artists who wish to apply for consideration. 

You can apply by completing the form on the following page and mailing it to the 
ICCA office, P.O. Box 709, Inverness, BOE lN0. Your application must be received on or 
before May 15 
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APPLICATION FOR CONSIDERATION OF WORK 

FOR HANDS DANCING ART EXHIBIT 

This application must be received on or before May 15 

Name:-------~----=------~--- 

Address: _ 

Phone: -------------- 

Media: Oil Watercolor DJ Multimedia D Photography DT Sculpture 

! Textile ! Other 

Comments? _ 

Please enclose a biographical sketch or resume. 
This is extremely important 

for both professional and emerging artists 

Mail to: Inverness County Council of the Arts (HARP) 
P.O. Box 709 
Inverness, Nova Scotia 
BOE lNO 

If you would like to become involved with ICCA or have a project to suggest or just 
want to stop by and say hello, don't forget our office location and our hours of operation: 

}Office: 2° floor of the Oran building, the entrance is at the side door. 
*Tuesday and Thursday afternoons from noon to 4:00 p.m. (Winter hours) 
* Leave a message at 258-2533 anytime. Your call will be returned within 2 days. 



INVERNESS COUNTY ROOTS 

Ancestors Unlimited 
Please send your research, 
queries and responses to: 
Ancestors Unlimited editor, 

Jim St.Clair 
Mull River, Mabou 

Nova Scotia, BOE 1XO 
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How to find ancestors 
in Newfoundland 

For those searching for genealogical resources in 
Newfoundland, here are the major sources available by 
going there, in publications, and by mail. Small 
communities not mentioned here also have collections that 
may be useful to you. 

If you are going to Newfoundland, St. John's is the 
place to start with several sites providing a broad range of 
information: · 

The Provincial Archives contains census records, 
voter lists, vital statistics, court records, land grants 
registry, manuscript material and some church records. If 
you wish to write to the archives with specific queries, 
request their package on genealogical research as well as a 
search form to fill out. 

Ci Address: Newfoundland Provincial Archives 
Colonial Building, Military Road, St. John's. Open 
Monday through Friday, not open weekends. 

Another place to search is the Maritime History 
Archives which holds material relating to shipping, fishing, 
and businesses. A valuable collection of six thousand 
surnames found in Newfoundland from 1640-1840 is also 
at this site. 

Ci Address: Maritime History Archive, Henrietta 
Harvey Building, Memorial University, St. John's, 
Newfoundland, Al C S7. · 

The Vital Statistics Division of the Department of 
Government Services contians information on births 
deaths, and marriages from 1892 to the present. There is 
a search fee. 

Ci Address: Department of Government Services, 
Vital Statistics Division, Confederation Building, St. John's 
Newfoundland, Al B 4J6. 

If you are particularly interested in church records, 
some are found at the Provincial Archives and others at 
Vital Statistics, but records previous to 1892 are most often 
available in the archives of individual denominations. 
Address are available from the Public Archives. 

The Newfoundland and Labrador Genealogical 
Society publishes a newsletter and provides a membership 
for interested people. Its newsletter contains articles as 
well as a section for people to print their, queries and 
interests. The genealogical material in the office of the 
society is open only upon request. The office is located at 
the Canada Post Building, R.421, 354 Water St. Phone: 
709-754-9525. 

(Q Address: Newfoundland and Labrador 
Genealogical Society, Colonial Building, Military Road, 
St. John's, Newfoundland, Al C 2C9. 

The Wes sex Society ofN ewfoundland is interested 
in the large number of Newfoundland immigrants who 
came from Devon and Dorset, Cornwall and other sections 
of Wessex, England. 

Ci Address: Faculty of Education, Memorial 
University, St. John's Newfoundland, Al C 5S7. 

Spirit of the Times 
The Spirit of the Times and Cape Breton Free Press was 

published in Sydney from 1843 to 1846. It is a good example of 
newspaper publications invaluable to Cape Breton genealogists 
and historians. Its motto was "The Noblest is the Public Good." 
Copies are available for research on microfilm at the Beaton 
Institute at UCCB and at the Public Archives ofNova Scotia. 

Agents for this newspaper were 
1. Miles McDaniel ofMargaree 
2. William Ayre of Broad Cove 
3. Isaac MacLeod of Mabou 
4, Lauchlin McDougall ofWhycocomagh 

continued next page 
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Ancestors Unlimited, continued 

5. Archibald McIntryre of River Dennie (sic) 
6. John MacDougall of Lake Ainslie 
7. A. Kennedy Esquire ofMalagawatch 
8. A. McLean of Malagawatch 
9. John Dunsier Tremain, Esquire, of Port Hood 
10.James McKeen, Esquire of Plaister Cove (sic) 
11. A.J. McPherson of Ship Harbour 
12. John McLeod, Esquire, of River Inhabitants 

In 1844, the following items from Inverness County 
were included:' 

A. The death of Archibald Campbell of Argyle Bay 
(Whycocomagh) on 22 August, age 42. 

B. The death of Flora McLean, wife of the late James 
McLean of Inverness County. He "died after an illness of some 
months." 21 June 1844. 

C. Marriage of John Pembroke, teacher, formerly of 
Margaree but lately of East Bay to Mary Morrison of East Bay 
"about" the 15 of May 1844, 

D: An account of the "School Examination" of Lower 
Settlement, Intervale of Judique, conducted by the trustees: John 
Noble, MD; Donald McDougall and John McLellan Esq., in the 
"presence of several of the parents and children" and teacher 
John McEachran (sic). "From the state of the weather, only 42 of 
50 scholars listed were present. 

E. Marriage at Port Hood of Charles F. Barrington, 
Esq., Barrister at Law to Mary Lee Bertha Tremain, youngest 
daughterofLewis L. Tremain, Esq. on 19 January 1843. Minister 
Rev. Wm. Miller. 

F. Appointments of the Office Bearers for the 
Literary and Scientific Society of Mabou at a meeting held at 
Hillsborough School. President: John H. McKeen, Esq.; 
Treasurer: David McKeen; Secretary: Issac McLeod; Committee: 
John G. McKeen; David McKeen, James Benvie, John T. 
McKeen, Isaac McLeod, Samuel McKeen, John Gillis. 

G. General Meeting of the members of St. Andrew's 
Branch of the Highland Society of Margaree, held 11 March, 
1844 at the Forks of Margaree. Officers elected: James 
"Glengarry" MacDonnell; Vice President, Rev. A. McLeod; 
Secretary, Captain Neil Mclellan of Broad Cove, and John 
Munro ofMargaree; Treasurer, Angus Mclellan, Esq., Justice of 
the Peace. 

H. Marriage at Argyle (Whycocomagh) of Duncan 
Mcdonald ofMalagawatch to Mary McLeod of Argyle 15 March 
1844. 

1. Marriage at Port Hood oflsaac McLeod, teacher of 
Mabou to Euphemia Lawrence, eldest daughter of George C. 
Lawrence, High Sheriff of the County of Inverness, I February 
1844. 

Land Grant Maps 
Land Grant Maps printed by the Department of Natural 

Resources are available from their office at Founder's Square in 

Halifax. They often contain material of interest to the family 
historian, but of even greater use are the petitions for land 
available at the_ same office. These are the documents behind 
each grant which is printed on the maps and it is necessary to 
request to see them, or to have copies sent to you in addition to 
the copy of the land grant. 

Here are some examples of information: 

GRANT # 9043 It was confirmed in 1869 for Ann McDonald of 
Ainslie Glen in the County of Inverness. The document states 
that she "is desirous of obtaining 100 acres of Crown Land situate 
at Ainslie Glen, 40 acres adjoining the southern side and 60 acres 
adjoining the eastern side oflands occupied by John McDonald." 
It further states that "said land is at present occupied by petitioner 
and her mother and that it has been extensively improved by your 
petitioner's late father." 

GRANT # 4711 1858 to Angus McDonald of Indian Rear 
{ Stewartdale). "He is a British subject and is desirous of 
obtaining by purchase 200 acres of Crown Land situate on the 
east side oflndian Brook... the said lot is without any claim and 
petition is in possession for 39 years." The document, signed by 
Angus McDonald, suggests that Angus McDonald came from 
Scotland 39 years earlier in 1828 or 1829.' 

Queries 
I wish to extend my appreciation to several people who 

responded to a request for information on the MacRae Family of 
Malagawatch. An update on this family will be published in the 
next Partici-Paper. 

HUGH MACDONALD 
Assistance on the family of Hugh MacDonald will be 

gratefully received by Jim St. Clair, address on page 6. 
Hugh was the son of Norman and Catherine (Morrison) 

MacDonald, born at Stewartdale in I 828 and died in I 893. These 
dates are on his tombstone in the Stewartdale Cemetery. 

He was first married to Sarah Gillis, daughter of 
Archibald Gillis. What was the name of Sarah's mother? It is 
known she was born in 1850, but what day and month? She died 
in 1871- again what day and month? 

The children of Hugh and Sarah are listed: 
I. Catherine, born 1851. What is her later history? 
2. Christine, born 1862. She married John P. 

MacDonald. Who was he and where did they live? 
3. James MacDonald, born 1864. Later history? 
4. Catherine Ann MacDonald, born 1866. History? 
5. John Archie MacDonald, born 1870. Where did he 

live in River Denys? When did he die? 
Hugh MacDonald married a second time to Margaret 

Macintosh of Stewartdale and they had a number of children: 
Alexander, Murdoch, Stewart, and Sarah who married Peter 
Morrison of Blues Mills. Who were the parents of Peter 
Morrison. When was Sarah born and when did she die? Where 


