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DIRECTORS DESK 
INVERNESS COUNTY. 

SCHOOL DRAMA 
FESTIVAL 
Through the hard 
work of the drama 
students and their 
dedicated teachers 
the Inverness County 
School Cultural 
Committee will 

present the 3rd Annual Inverness County 
School Drama Festival. 

This year's festival will be held April 22 
& 23 at the Inverness Academy, Cabot Street in 
Inverness, with each show commencing at 
7pm. Schools participating this year include 
Inverness Academy, Mabou Consolidated, 
Judique-Creignish Consolidated and Port Hood 
Consolidated. 

County residents are encouraged to 
come out to support the Drama Festival. You 
are guaranteed a very entertaining evening/ 
Watch local paper for details. 

SENIOR GAMES: 
For the past two years the Inverness 

County Recreation/Tourism Department, in 
cooperation with all Seniors' Clubs throughout 
Inverness County, has co-ordinated a Senior 
Games day. Plans are underway for a 3rd 
Annual Seniors Games to be held in June of 
this year. Seniors (50+) are encouraged to 
bring their comments and activity ideas to the 
attention of their club President or Secretary or 
by contacting the Recreation/Tourism 
Department directly. You can reach our office 
by phoning (902) 787-2274. 
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ANCESTORS UNLIMITED 

INVERNESS COUNTY ROOTS 
For queries and answers 

contact Jim St. Clair, Ancestors Unlimited, 
Mull River, Mabou, Nova Scotia, BOE LXO 

GENEALOGICAL MEETING 
FOR INVERNESS COUNTY 

For almost two decades, Ancestors 
Unlimited has been prepared by one person 
with advice from others. Where to go? What 
to publish? How to share research interests 
and findings? 

Please come 
to meet with Jim St. Clair 

May 8, 10:00 am 
Inverness County 

Council of the Arts Office. 
(Uistairs at The Oran) 

The Susanna Worth File 
Part of the challenge of genealogy is that 

every answer to a question leads to two more 
questions. Such is the case with the story of Susanna 
Worth, one of the first women of European 
background to live in the Mabou-Port Hood area. In 
1976 research into the Worth family revealed that 
Captain Benjamin Worth (1754-1827) left a daughter 
Susanna among other heirs. Her inheritance included 

a feather bed, bedding, and a 200-acre tract of land. 
But what happened to her? Whom did she marry? 
Where did she go? . 

Although the 200-acre tract of land later came 
to be owned by Sam and Jane McKeen in 1849 by the 
MacFarlanes, no further information has surfaced about 
Susanna for twenty years--until January 1999. 

The answer was found in a deed executed By 
Peter Leadbetter and his wife Susanna. The 1847 
transaction was for the lot left to Susanna Worth by her 
father when he died in 1827. So, at last, this was the 
married name of Susanna! Peter and Susanna also 
appear on the 1838 Census, and after 1847, they are 
found in Pugwash in the Cumberland County records. 

New questions replace the old ones. Where are 
Susanna Worth Lead better's descendants now? Did she 
take her feather bed with her? When did she die? 

The moral of this is that genealogists must keep 
their research files open, and review them from time to 
time. The answers to questions may have been there 
all the time, but in an unexpected place! 

The Benjamin Worth Line 
A reader of Ancestors Unlimited requested the 

ancestral line of Benjamin Worth of New Jersey, Port 
Hood, and Mabou. In Burke's Landed Gentry and the 
History of the Clarke-Worth Family, published in 1970, 
the following decent through thirty generations is 
printed, but such lines must be taken with a grain of 
salt, and the information is incomplete. However, it is 
true that with many families of landed gentry, ancestry 
often may be traced back to the time of the Norman 
invasion. The order here goes back in time. 

1. Captain Benjamin Worth (1754-1827). Came 
to Mabou-Port Hood area in 1786. 

2. William Worth m. Rachel (last name 
unknown) in New Jersey. 

3. John Worth (1668-1741) m. Jane Giles, 
Woodbridge, New Jersey. 

4. Richard Worth (1640-1692) m. Mary Pike, 
England, Massachusettes, New Jersey. 

5.John Worth (1606-1643). Plymouth, England. 
6. John Worth m. Wilmot Struttever in 1593 at 

St. Andrew's, Plymouth, England. 
7. John Worth 
8. John Worth m. Ellen Harvey, daughter of 

Thomas Harvey 
9. John Worth of Compton Pole, England m. 

Agnes Bodley, daughter of John Bodley 
10. Otho Worth m. Alice, daughter of John 

Mulleton of Meaveer, England 
11. John Worth, Esquire of Compton Pole 
12. Roger Worth of Compton Pole and 

Barnstable, mayor of Exeter in 1482. His wife was 
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Elizabeth, buried at St. Petrock, Exeter. 
13. Thomas Worth, living in 1467 m. Isabell Beville, 

daughter of Humphrey 
14. Thomas Worth da.ca. 1463 m. Katharine 

(unknown last name) 
. 15. Thomas Worthe of Worth, dead by 1412 m. 

Margery, daughter of Hugh Beauchamp, of the family of the 
Earls of Warwick. 

16. Thomas Worthe 
17. John Worthe m. Margaret, daughter of Sir John 

Willington and Matilda Carminow. 
18. Sir John Worthe m. Cicelye, daughter of Sir John 

Doddiscombe of Compton, Pole. 
19. Richard Worthe living in 1347, m. Joan 
(unknown last name) 
20. Alexander Worth 
21. Richard Worth, living in 1274 
22. Alexander Worth 
23. Richard Worth 
24. Robert Worth 
25. Sir Hugh Worth m. Avis, daughter of Richard 

deRedvere of Tiverton, 3'° Earl of Devon. The Earl's wife Avis 
was the daughter of Reginald, Earn of Cornwall and a 
descendant of William the Conqueror, Alfred the Great, and 
Charlemagne. 

26. Sir Richard Worth of DeWorth 
27. Alexander FitzRobert of De Worth 
28. Robert deWorth • 
29. Sir Reginald FitzPayne, with William the 

Conqueror in 1066 
30. Ralf FitzPayne, Sheriff of Yorkshire 1066. 

(Owned 10 manors in Yorkshire and 5 in Somerset). 

The Cemetery Act: Bill 58 
The Nova Scotia Act for the protection of 

cemeteries permits daylight hour access to anyone 
traveling on foot to any abandoned cemetery located 
on private, uncultivated land. It prevents the use of 
land used for human burial for any other purpose and 
also establishes penalties for any desecration or 
damage or removal of items. It also establishes 
standardized procedures for any group wishing to take 
on abandoned cemeteries. 

Scots Colonists of Early America 
Donald Dobson of St. Andrews, Scotland, has 

gathered over 7,000 references to immigrants from Scotland 
to North America in his book Scots Colonists of Early America, 
1612-1783. The names are derived from a great variety of 
sources in Scotland, England and North America, and the 
listings often include place of origin, other relatives, reason 
for emigration and place settled. Sometimes the name of the 
vessel is also included. 

Even though the name of a specific ancestor may not 
be found, others of the same name may give clues about a 
family. A number of these people returned to Scotland, only 
to leave again and come to Nova Scotia. A large number of 
the names are those of people transported out of Scotland for 

being loyal to the Jacobite cause. 
The book is available from the Genealogical 

Publishing company in Baltimore (see address below 
Netting Your Ancestors), or it may be borrowed from 
the editor of Ancestors Unlimited, Jim St.Clair. 

Following are examples of items of possible 
local interest: 

# 5624. Rankin, John, Jacobite, transported 
21 April 1716 from Liverpool to South Carolina in The 
Wakefield. 

# 2361. Grahame, John, planter, resident of 
Islay, Argyll, pre 1776. Settled Caymans Island, 
Jamaica. 

# 366. Beaton, John, Jacobite, transported 
1751, residence, Inverness. 

Netting Your Ancestors 
The following recent books published by the 

Genealogical Publishing Company are available by mail 
order. Prices are in U.S. dollars and postage is $3.50 
for the first item and $1.25 for each additional item. 
Send orders to 1001 N.Calvert Street, Baltimore, 
Maryland, USA, 21202. 

If you want to learn how to take maximum 
advantage of the internet in research, C. Howells has 
a 182 page book Netting your Ancestors that is useful 
to genealogists, and worth the $19.95. 

The Great War, by C.K. Schaefer, is a guide to 
the Service Records of all the world's fighting men 
and volunteers in World War I. It is a catalogue of 
how to find service records of Britain, Canada, 
Germany, the United States, and all other countries 
which participated. Published in 1998. $22.50. 

The Genealogical Encyclopedia of the Colonial 
America, by C.K. Schaefer, is a complete digest of the 
records of all countries of the Western Hemisphere. 
800 pages. Published in 1998. $49.98. 

2° Congres Mondial Acadien 
In August 1-15, Acadian activities will take 

place in several towns and cities throughout Louisiana. 
The mission of the event is developing "closer links 
between the Acadians of the diaspora". 

The aim is to develop familial, cultural and 
linguistic ties between Acadians no matter where they 
live in order to 'sensitize them to the fact that the 
Acadians represent a single people united by history 
and blood." .. 

While French will be the primary language of 
communication of the event, those Acadians and 
visitors who are not French-speaking will be included 
and welcome. Individual family reunions are planned. 
It is expected that Acadians from around the world will 
participate. CONTINUED PAGE 6 
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PICTURES FROM THE PAST 
Ancestors Unlimited special from the MacFarlane Collection 

< 1965. Alex and Jessie MacDonald 
Alpine Ridge 

MysteryPicture: 
1950. Can you 
guess the identity 
of this person? 
(Answer p.31) > 

1895. The Warwick Children of Stewartdale. They also 
lived in Massachusettes and Edmonton. Jessie. John, 
Willie and Fred. Photo ca. 1890. Queen Victoria (1837-1901). She 

married Prince Albert of Germany. They had nine 
children and a harmonious relationship that brought 
about a great revival of public morality. When Albert 
died in 1861, Victoria went into lengthy mourning 
and neglected her duties. However, in her later 
years, her popularity was great, and the prestige of 
the monarchy was at a zenith. She was particularly 
revered in Canada. This photo is from a local album. 

s .:..··,. ' 
bit.al.fr.Ski!'' 
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Ancestors Unlimited, continued 

For more information write to 
Congres Acadien, 

524 Brook Street, 
Annex 2, P.O. Box 3804, 

Lafavettte, Louisiana, 70502-3804. 
Phone 1-318-234-6166, 

Or you may send an e-mail to 
Majordomo@genweb.net 

(Use the words ··subscribe cma" as the message and you will be 
added to a list so that you can communicate 

bv e-mail with other 
Acadians interested in Congres Mondial). 

Also check the website at http://www.cma-la99.com 

with descendants. 
6. Christy MacDonald, b. ca. 1836, married Neil 

Nicholson a resident of Hillside, Mira. Many descendants. 
7. Elizabeth MacDonald b. ca 1837, married John 

Matheson of Cow Bay (Port Morien). A number of descendants. 

BRITAIN'S ROYAL FAMILIES 
Britain's Royal Families, by Alison Weir, is a good 

book for people interested in the royal families of England and 
Scotland. It traces the kings ·and queens of Scotland, and many 
of their descendants from the 8 Century to the present day, 
including the House of Stuart, as well as the Saxon and Danish 
kings and queens. · . . 

The format is useful and readable.. The pnce is $20.00 
Canadian, and the book is found in local book stores. 

The MacDonalds 
of Salt Mountain 

A family ofMacDonalds came from North Uist to Salt 
Mountain in Whycocomagh. According to family records. 
Archibald (Ruadh) lived on the property of the MacDonald 
estates, known as Hugharry, in North Uist. His father is said to 
be John, son of Colin, and it is believed that this family is of the 
"Godfrey" Mac Donalds. 

Archibald and his brother Alexander are listed at 
tenants in the Estate Records of 1799. In 1827, the widow of 
Archibald. with five sons and a daughter came to Whycocomgah 
and settled on land at the base of Salt Mountain. These children 
are: Donald, Alexander, John, Angus, Allan and Margaret. 

(For more information on this family, refer to the 
July/ August 1998 Partici-Paper, page 13 ). New information has 
surfaced about Allan, thanks to the work of Bob MacVicar 
who used sources such as census records, as well as probate and 
land records. 

Allan was born about 1794 in Houghary, North Uist, 
and came with his widowed mother to Whycocomagh in 1827, 
He married before 1822 to Sarah MacNeil, daughter of Donald 
MacPhail and Mary MacAskill who settled in River Denys. 
Allan and Sarah lived for a time near her parents and other 
relatives in River Denys but moved to Hillside, Mira by 1861 
when they were granted I 00 acres. 

Allan died about 1875, and his will was probated in 
1875. Sarah died sometimes before the 1871 Census. 

The children of Allan and Sarah (MacPhail) MacDonald 
are: 

I. John MacDonald. He resided in New York City 
and Mira Ferry. He was a sea captain. 

2. Allan MacDonald died young. 
3.Margaret MacDonald (1822-1899) married Donald 

Mac Vicar, son of Neil Mac Vicar and Sarah MacQueen, and they 
have many descendants. 

4. Anne MacDonald, b. ca.1824, married Angus 
Campbell, son of Archie Campbell and Sarah MacKeigan of 
Round Island. Many descendants. 

5. Mary MacDonald, b. ca. 1835, married Allan Frost, 

The Council of Nova Scotia Archives 
The Spring/Summer 1999 issue of the Nova Scotia 

Archives newsletter has a number of items of local interest to 
museums, heritage groups and individuals. 

I. Spring Conference: April 21, 22, 23 at the Akins 
Room of the Public Archives of Nova Scotia. 

2. Workshop: May 6, 7 a the Public Archives. The 
topic is procedures and principles involved in removing 
unwanted items from you archives and in setting policy about 
what items to receive and what items to politely refuse. 

3. May 28, and autumn 1999: Introduction to archival 
function of acquisition, preservation, description and 
reference. The autumn workshop (dates TBA) will take place in 
Cape Breton. 

4. Archival supplies are available· through Woolfitt 
Enterprises. Call 1-800-490-3567 for further information. 

Other Aprils in History 
-from the Cape Breton Book of Days 

by Pamela Newton: 
1884: Dr.Cameron, MP for Inverness County complains 

about the amount of smuggling of "ardent spirits" in his riding. 
There is a need for revenue officers at Broad Cove Marsh, West 
Bay, Mabou, Whycocomagh, and Judique. 

1888: William Penn Hussey, entrepreneur extraordinaire 
purchases property in Broad Cove for $62,000. He intends to 
develop coal mines. 

1904: Inverness, formerly called Broad Cove, is 
officially incorporated as a town. 

1912: Fiddler Donald Angus Beaton born in Mabou. 
1942: gas rationing begins as a war measure, 
1968: The Cape Breton Development Association is 

formed. This crown corporation took overt he mines from private 
companies. 

1970: The dial telephone comes to Inverness. 
1981: The life and work of Gaelic poet Malcolm Gillis, 

from Southwest Margareee is featured in a national TV program 
on CTV about "/he Celtic Peoples" He had died in 1929, 


