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From the DIRECTOR'S DESK

We would like to welcome Joey Beaton from Mabou
and Donald Kennedy from Inverness who will be working with
the Inverness County Recreation/Tourism Deptartment over the
next few months.

Joey is working as a cultural research worker for the
Departments and will also be updating our community profiles
database. Donald will be involved in coordinating a Senior
Games for Inverness County and will be working hard in the next
few months with Seniors' clubs throughout the County.

If anyone has any questions for Joey or Donald, feel free
to contact the Recreation/Tourism Department at (902) 787-2274,
For more information on the Senior Games be sure to check this

issue.

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION

Provincial Volunteer Week is April 13 - 19. The Municipality
will honour Inverness County volunteers the night of Wednesday,
April 16 at the Municipal Building in Port Hood. Check this issue
for our volunteer chosen to represent Inverness County at the
Provincial Volunteer Awards Ceremony in Halifax.

COUNTY CRIBBAGE TOURNAMENT

Several cribbage tournaments have recently been hosted in
various communities throughout Inverness County. Each of these
tournarnents will be sending representatives to play at the Annual
Inverness County Cribbage Tournament slated for Saturday, April
12, in Mabou. Be sure to check the next issue of Partici-Paper
for more details and pictures of the winning team.

WINTERFEST '97 CRIBBAGE TOURNAMENT

Another popular cribbage tournament is the Cape Breton
Winterfest Cribbage Tournament, an annual fundraiser for the
Mabou Minor Hockey Association. This tournament is separate
from the County Cribbage Tournament. The tournament will take
place at the Mabou Community Hall on Saturday, April 5th.
Check this issue for further information on the registration fee,

time and prizes.

SUMMER EVENTS BROCHURE:

The Department has begun compiling information for the next
Summer/Fall Events Brochure to be printed the end of May. We
are looking for activities that are open to the public and occurring
between June and November 1997. If your organization is
making plans, let us know! Mail or fax information before the
May 9th deadline. Just a note to remind festivals and event
organizations that the theme for 1997 and 1998 is called
Celebrate our Music.

Inverness County Recreation/Tourism Department
PO Box 179, Port Hood, NS BOE 2W0.
Tel: (902) 787-2274 Fax: (902) 787-3110
e-mail: rectour@ns.sympatico.ca
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Editor’s Note: This article
is constrained by space and
deadlines; it touches only part
of the history of Mabou Coal
Mines and its importance to
Inverness County.  This
fascinating  history is still
waiting to be told thoroughly
and well.

In many ways, Mabou Coal Mines is not just a
geograpkr'c p/ace with Specific boundaries; it is a
state of mind that lze]peal proa’uce the Scottish
pSyclze of Inverness County. It was among several
p]ace.s’ where Gaclic, music, and traditions grew
and prosperec] for a time in sp]enalic] isolation.
| Among steep hills, sea c]iﬁ[s, cleep/y shaded
va”eys, ﬁ've or six generations o][ farmers and
ﬁs‘hermen Strugg]ecz with a harsh environment.

For a Zm'ef few years there was modest properity,

but times c]zangecl and irrevocalyly so did the Coal
Mines.

are now silent. What remains is a /egacy that

Tize peop/e are scaz.‘tereal and tlze g/ens

continues to generate pric[e o][ keritage ancl great

music.

z Le gacies
of Mabou Coal Mines

l)y Mary Anne Ducharme
with g'enealogist ]osephine Beaton

Mal)ou Coal Mines and MacDonald’s Glen are two

communities loosely referred to by many people today as the Mabou
Mines. Bordering is an area called MacKinnon’s Brook or Cx na
Beinne (Gaelic for “beyond the mountain”), which is deeply
connected genealogically and socially.

MacKinnon’s Brook gets its name from a Hugh MacKinnon
who came in 1819 or 20 and who died when he fell through the ice in
Sydney Harbour. Ironically, he was walking home from Sydney after
receiving his papers for his land grant, and was about to begin a new
life. His widow Mary was left to cope with five children on the land
that now bears their family name. Among other provisions of her
unrecorded and undated will (perhaps written in the 1830's), she
continued next page
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bequeaths a section of land to her son Roderick
(called Rory), a cow to a Catholic clergyman, a cow
and three sheep to her daughter Catherine, other
land to her sons Angus and Neil; a flock of sheep to
her daughter Sarah, as well as the spinning wheel,
her father’s chest, three blankets and three
bedcovers. The available history of this family is
sketchy because this Hugh MacKinnon family is
mentioned in neither of the Mabou Pioneers books,
nor in J.L. MacDougall’s History of Inverness
County.

Lacle of documentation

Hundreds of current residents of Inverness
County have connections to the Coal Mines Beaton
immigrants Finlay and Alexander, or to the Rankin
immigrants, John and Angus. But according to Jim
St. Clair, these genealogies as recorded in J.L.
MacDougall’s History of Inverness County and
A.D. MacDonald’s Mabou Pioneers, Vol.. I are
based on oral traditions without supporting
documentation. While oral memories are long and
impressive here, they often lack accurate dating
and include perplexing inconsistancies.

The use of stylized names

Through the generations there are dozens of
John Beatons, Angus MacDonalds, John Rankins,
who marry Catherines, Marys, and Margarets.
Intermarriages of Rankins, Beatons, MacDonalds,
Campbells, MacPhees, MacKinnons, among others,
create a genealogical labyrinth.

That is why the device of stylized names such
as “ Squire Beaton,” “Angus Ban,” “Alexander the
Tailor,”  “Finlay Mor,” “Allan the Ridge,”
“Bohuntin” MacDonalds or “Angus Danny William
aig Mairi” is more than a delightful social quirk. The
tags identify occupation or place of origin or the
name of a parental line or some characteristic of an
individual. They are absolutely essential both to
genealogists and to local people in conversation
when they want to distinguish a particular
individual.

The name "Mabou” came from a version of

a Mi’kmaq word meaning “where two rivers meet,”
and Mabou Coal Mines “proper,” (as JL
MacDougall refers to it), did not get its name from
the mines which operated for 8 years around the turn
of this century. The coal was perhaps clearly visible
to early seafarers in the rocks and cliffs on shore. In
the 1818 Census this place is named as the Coal
Mines; there was coal noted in the area by earlier
surveyors; and there were diggings for coal in 1866
which did not continue for lack of a good harbour.

Finlay Mor
and Alexancler “the Tailor”

Beaton

Finlay’s Point juts out into the
Northumberland Strait, and is named for one of the
first settlers Fionnlaidh Mor Beaton (Finlay
Beaton) who was born about the year 1766, and
who came in 1809 with his brother Alasdair “an
Tailear,” commonly referred to now as Alexander
“the Tailor.” The Lochaber emigrants did not stay in
Prince Edward Island, their original landing, because
the system of land ownership there would compell
them to rent and their experiences with landlords in
Scotland made them fiercely desire to own the land
on which they lived.

When the two Beaton brothers came in 1809,
they brought with them wives and children --and
their aged mother Flora (Cameron) whose cane is
displayed in An Drochaid Museum in Mabou. Finlay
and his wife Margaret (MacLaren) had six children:
John, Sara, Alexander, Archibald, Angus and Mary.
Alexander and his wife Anne (Beaton) had nine
children: Donald, John, Angus, Alexander, Sara,
Mary, Flora, Catherine and Margaret.

This made for a large group of all ages to
cope with urgent and immediate needs for shelter
and food. Oral tradition has it that the first night,
June 16, they  ‘slept under a boat “-- likely
exhausted, overwhelmed, yet eager to get to work
the next day. In 1818, Finlay gained possession of
a land grant (Lots #7 & 8) “in the centre of Coal
Mines proper.” His brother Alexander was awarded
continued next page
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Lot # 9. They were not young men just starting out
in life, both were approaching middle age with Finlay
in his 40's and Alexander in his early 50's.

A look at the Census:
1818 and 1871

The familes grew and in the 1818 Census,
eleven heads of households were listed for Mabou
Coal Mines. (There may be others). Included is
“Findly” Beaton, age 55, farmer. (His age given on
this Census is not consistant with a birthdate of
1766 given by J.L. MacDougall and elsewhere); the
elder Alexander, age 62,was listed as being in Cape
Breton for the past mwelve years. His wife is Anne
Beaton and her uncle is the second Alexander
Beaton who is listed as a mason by trade, age 39.
He is the first of the “Mason” Beatons of the Coal
Mines. Mary MacDonald, the wife of Alexander “the
Mason,” is from ° the “Bohuntin” line of
MacDonalds.

On the 1818 Census, there were also a John
Beaton, age 23; Angus Beaton, age 47, in Cape
Breton for two years; and a Donald Beaton age 25,
in Cape Breton for twelve years. An Archibald
MacPhee came in the same year as Finlay, and there
was John MacDonald, John Mullins, a cooper, and
John Campbell. We know from the Census that
Finlay was one of the two tallest men at the Coal
Mines at 5'11," likely the reason why he was called
Finlay Mor or “Big” Finlay.

By the 1871 Census, there were 16 familes at
the Coal Mines, (115 people, including infants) and
9 familes at MacKinnon’s Brook, (63 people
including infants). The Census lists a common school
at MacKinnon’s Brook on the farm of “Squire
Beaton.” This Squire was John, the son of Finlay
and he was the first Catholic Magistrate for
Inverness County in 1838, chosen partially because
he had a good mastery of both Gaelic and English.

The Census also lists a coal mining company,
six fanning mills, and one grist mill owned by Archy
McDonald. It is intersting that only one person from
the Coal Mines was listed as a fisherman -- a John
Mclsaac, and there was one blacksmith: John
McKinnon. The others were listed as farmers.

1870
Coal Mines Agricultural

and Fishery Production
(from the 1871 Census)
140 milk cows
400 sheep
6,400 pounds of butter
2000 pounds of cheese
800 bushels of spring wheat
2845 bushels of oats
2500 bushels of potatoes
200 tons of hay
150 pounds of flax
6 pounds of maple sugar
1100 pounds of wool
1261 yards of home woven cloth
116 yards of home woven linen

The fishery:
13 boats
20 men in fishery part ime
230 fathoms of net
139 quintels of cod
22 quintels of haddock
17 barrels of mackerel

82 gallons of fish oil
Note: While we may think that the fishery was a
major occupation, the statistics show that it was a
seasonal part-time activiity as it is now.

Mass at the Beaton 1anding’

Finlay’s grandson, Father Angus Beaton,
son of Donald, became a well-known Catholic priest
and historian, and he liked to celebrate mass on the
beach where the Beatons landed. This grandson had
grown up with detailed knowledge of the traditions

- and folklore of Lochaber where Finlay’s father and

grandfather lived.

continued next page






