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. "Allan thn the Baron:" Ph tdgraﬁher

by Jim St.Clair, Mary Anne Ducharme

Allan MacDonald,(1839-1904)
pictured dark-clad and bearded in
this 1890's photo was also known
as "Allan John the Baron." This
name derived from his father,
John, who was in the service ofa
nobleman in Brae-Lochaber prior

to settling at South East Mabou.
John operated a store business in
Hillsborough on a site directly
opposite the present United
Church building. At that time,
prior to Mabou being established
as a village, Hillsborough was a
busy market centre.

Allan was born in Mull River and
when he

married Mary
(MacDougall), who was quite a
few years younger than himself,.
they farmed in Mull River. Their
farm house is no longer occupied,
but is ‘still standing near the
residence of their granddaughter,
Lena MacDonald.

According to Mabou Pioneers,
Vol.1 (see pages 413-414)
members of this  MacDonald
family are remembered for being
"distinctively religious, honourable
and aesthetic." Allan had a gift for
music, expressed by playing violin,

continued page three
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H. Johnsomn
Scholarship

Do you know high school students
who are planning a career in
tourism? If so, tell them about a
$1,000.00 Scholarship renewable
for the 2nd year. Call Check-Inns

at 422-9651 for further
information.

. e One
Director's Desk

Adult Education Courses/
Literacy Programs

Registration for continuing
education classes has wrapped up
and most classes are underway.
Over 100 courses are being

offered throughout the County
this spring.

Volunteer Recognition

Nominations are being accepted
up until March 31 for Volunteer
Recognition Week 1993,
Volunteer Night will be April 22,
1993 at the Municipal Building in

Port Hood. A Laubach Basic Tutor Training
Workshop will be held March 26
i and 27 in Orangedale. Call Betsy
WmterfCSt Activities Jardine 1o register at 756-2140.
Activities for Winterfest are
continuing throughout the A jaybach Tutor Training
County. Check this issue for

Workshop is scheduled for April

wtheridetails. 30 and May 1 in Mabou. Call
Sister Catherine MacNeil to
Cribbage Tournament register at 945-2950.

The County tournament is
scheduled for March 31, 1993.
Watch for announcements of local
qualifying tournaments.

The Laubach Literacy Council
Annual Chairpersons Conference
will be held in Truro on April 24
and 25.

RANS Tickets

Say yes to Lotto '93 and raisec easy
money for your group or
organization. For further
information contact: RECREATION
ASSOCIATION OF NOVA SCOTIA,
P.O. Box 3010 South, Halifax,
Nova Scotia, B3] 3G6. Phone 425-
1128. FAX 425-5606.

OR THE MONTH

"The greatest mistake you

SeaSell 1993 can make in life is to be
SeaSell '93 is on for this year. If  continually fearing you will
you are looking for further make one."
information please call Suzanne -Anonymous

Morrison at 1-800-565-0000. FAX
420-1286.

ACRACAL®

Get in
on the act!

ol

Sketches of our Town

A television program featuring
Inverness County will be aired on
cable TV (CHCH - Hamilton)
March 20 at 4 pm. Arrangements
are also being made to make this
video available for purchase. For
more information on the program,
check this issue of Partici-Paper or
contact the Recreation/ Tourism
office at 787-2274.

1993 Career Expo

Welcome to the Future. "A Career

in Tourism - it's a Natural" will be
held in March. The date and Every one
location will be announced at a Can!

« later date.

Cork “Ireland looked and
sounded a lot like home last
week, when some of Cape
Breton's best fiddlers and
dancers took part in a festival
celebrating traditional music at
the University of . Cork.
Inverness County was well
represented among the Cape
Breton musicians and dancers
taking part in this event. Among
them were Buddy MacMaster,
John Morris Rankin, Dougie
MacDonald, Jerry Holland,
Natalie MacMaster; step dancer
Harvey Beaton, bagpiper Jamie
Maclnnis, pianist Hilda Chiasson
and Gaelic singer Jeff
MacDonald. Other Cape
Breton musicians taking part are
Carl MacKenzie, David
Maclsaac, Howie MacDonald,
Dwayne Cote, Brenda Stubbart,
Paul MacNeil, - and Tracey
Dares.

Eigse na Laoi is the seventh
annual international festival and
the past weekend was the third
part of a five-part series. Two
years ago, the festival focused on
music from Donegal and
Shetland and last year the
emphasis was on Irish traditional
music as it is found in the
United States. This year was
Cape Breton's turn to be in the
limelight and the festival opened
with a lecture on Cape Breton

fiddling tradition by Carl
MacKenzie and Liz Doherty.
This lecture will later be

published. Also starting the
weekend off right were set
dancing workshops and a Cape
Breton-style ceilidh. '

In an interview for The
Clarisman, fiddler Liz Doherty, a
musicology student at Cork,
commented that the Irish are
aware of the music tradition of
Cape Breton because of the
tours of musicians like Je

Holland and Dave Maclsaac,

These tours are enthusiastically
received but the interest and
momentum are frustrated by no
follow up. The tours are one-
time events which leave the
people with little knowledge
about the background of the
music.

As an answer to this problem,
the festival's highlights this year
will be captured on a compact
disc recording by Numbus
Records. The funds raised by
selling the recording are
targeting for a fund called the
Ireland-Cape  Breton Island
Musical Bridge. The purpose of
the Bridge is to make possible
further cultural and musical
exchanges between Cape Breton
and Ireland.
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