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Allan MacDonald,(1839-1904) 
pictured dark-clad and bearded in 
this 1890's photo was also known 
as "Allan John the Baron." This 
name derived from his father, 
John, who was in the service of a 
nobleman in Brae-Lochaber prior 

to settling at South East Mabou. 
John operated a store business in 
Hillsborough on a site directly 
opposite the present United 
Church building. At that time, 
prior to Mabou being established 
as a village, Hillsborough was a 
busy market centre. 

Allan was born in Mull River and 
when he married Mary 
(MacDougall), who was quite a 
few years younger than himself,. 
they farmed in Mull River; Their 
farm house is no longer occupied, 
but is still standing near the 
residence of their granddaughter, 
Lena MacDonald. 

According to Mabou Pioneers, 
Vol.1 (see pages 413-414) 
members of this MacDonald 
family are remembered for being 
"distinctively religious, honourable 
and aesthetic." Allan had a gift for 
music, expressed by playing violin, · 

continued page three 
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Walter H. Johnson 
Scholarship 
Do you know high school students . 
who are planning a career in 
tourism? If so, tell them about a 
$1,000.00 Scholarship renewable 
for the 2nd year. Call Check-Inns 
at 422-9651 for further 
information. 

Volunteer Recognition 
Nominations are being accepted 
up until March 31 fur Volunteer 
Recognition Week 1993. 
Volunteer Night will be April 22, 
1:993 at the Municipal Building in 
Bott Hood. 

Winterfest Activities 
Activ.ities for Winterfest are 
continuing throughout the 
County. Check mis issue for 
further details. 

Cribbage Tournament 
The County tournament is 
:scheduled for March 31, 1993. 
Watch for announcements of local 
qualifying tournaments. 

RANS Tickets ~ ,. ,. 
Say yes to Lotto '93 and t:aise .easy 
money for your group or 
organization. For further 
information contact: RECREATION 
ASSOCIATION OF NOVA SCOTIA, 
P.O. Box 3010 South, Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, B3J 3G6. Phone 425- 
1128. FAX 425-5606. 

Seasell 1993 
Seasell '93 is on for this year. If 
you are looking for further 
information please call Suzanne 
Morrison at 1-800-565-0000. FAX 
420-1286. 

Sketches of our Town 
A television program featuring 
Inverness County will be aired on 
cable TV (CHCH - Hamilton) 
March 20 at 4 pm. Arrangements 
are also being made to make this 
video available for pur.chase. For 
more information on the program, 
check this issue of Partici-Paper or 
contact the Recreation/ Tourism 
office at 787-2274. 

1993 Career Expo 
Welcome to the Future. "A Career 
in Tourism - it's a Natural" will be 
held in March. The date and 
location will he announced at a 

• later date. 

Adult Education Courses/ 
literacy Programs 
Registration for continuing 
educati0n classes has wrapped ;up 
and most classes are underway. 
Over TOO courses are being 
-Offered throughout the County 
this spring. 

A Laubach Basic Tutor Training 
Workshop will be held March 26 
and 27 in Orangedale. Call Betsy 
Jardine to register at 756-2140. 

A Laubach Tutor Training 
Workshop is scheduled for April 
30 and May 1 in M:abou. · Call 
:Sister Catherine MacNeil to 
register at 945-2950. 

The Laubach Literacy Council 
Annual Chairpersons Conference 
will be held in Truro on April 24 
and 25. 

~~~ 

2UoiE 
FOR 2 MONT 

"The greatest mistake you 
can make in life is to be 
continually fearing you will 
ake ·. ~, m one. 

-Anonymous 

~~~ 

Get in 
on the act! 

Everyone 
can! 

• 
Cork Ireland looked and 
sounded a lot like home last 
week, when some of Cape 
Breton's best fiddlers and 

. .dancers took part in a festival 
celebrating traditional music at 
the University of Cork. 
Inverness County was well 
represented among the Cape 
Breton musicians and dancers 
taking part in this event. Among 
them were Buddy MacMaster, 
John Morris Ranlan, Dougie 
MacDonald, Jerry Holland, 
Natalie MacMaster; step dancer 
Harvey Beaton, bagpiper Jamie 
Maclnnis, pianist Hilda Chiasson 
and Gaelic -singer Jeff 
MacDonald. Other Cape 
Breton musicians taking part are 
Carl MacKenzie, David 
Maclsaac, .Howie MacDonald, 
Dwayne Cote, Brenda Stubbart, 
Paul MacNeil; . and Tracey 
Dares. 

Eigse na Laoi is the seventh 
annual international festival and 
the past weekend was the third 
part of a five-part series. Two 
years ago, the festival focused on 
.music from Donegal and 
Shetland and last year the 
emphasis was on Irish traditional 
music .as it is found in the 
United States. This year was 
Cape Breton's turn to be in the 
limelight and the festival opened 
with a lecture on Cape Breton 
fiddling tradition by Carl 
MacKenzie and Liz Doherty . 
This lecture will later be 
published. Also starting the 
weekend off right were set 
dancing workshops and a Cape 
Breton-style ceilidh. · 

In an interview for The 
Clansman, fiddler Liz Doherty a 
musicology student at Cork 
commented that the Irish ar; 
aware of the music tradition of 
Cape Breton because of the 
tours of musicians like Jerry 
Holland and Dave Macisaac. 

These tours are enthusiastically 
received but the inter.est and 
momentum are frustrated by no 
follow up. The tours are one­ 
time events which leave the 
people with little knowledge 
ab.out the .background of the 
!IllUSIC. 

As an answer to this problem, 
the festival's highlights this year 
will be captured on a compact 
disc recording by Numbus 
Records. The funds raised by 
selling the recording are 
targeting for a fund .called the 
Ireland-Cape Breton Island 
Musical Bridge. The purpose of 
the Bridge is to make possible 
further cultural and musical 
exchanges between Cape Breton 
and Ireland. 
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him and the times in which he 
lived are brought to mind in 
viewing his photographic work. 

Photographs like the one on the 
front page, provide important 
visual clues to the past that 
cannot be readily provided by 
other means. The photo is not like 
written or oral recollection in 
which the information is greatly 
affected by the person interpreting 
the history. The visual 
photographic record, while taking 
in only what the photographer 
wants us to see, is still subject to 
objective viewing. However, it 
takes a number of photos from a 
certain era before conclusions can 
be made. 

"All. an John the Baron:" Photographer 

and by teaching and leading the 
choir in Mabou. His son, Ronald 
Allan also became a well-known 
fiddler. Allan was known as well 
for his artistic talents in drawing, 
and his chac:coal sketches of 
Mabou parish priests are featured 
in Mabou Pioneers. These sketches 
were apparently done when Allan 
was quite young because Father 
Alex MacDonald, the first full time 
parish priest of Mabou, died in 
1865. 

Around the age of 30, he set up a 
photography studio in the village 
of Mabou: the 1871 Census lists 
him as a photographer and 
unmarried at that time. He took 
hundreds of pictures in the 1870's 
and 1880's, including photos of 
Reverend Alexander "Mor" 
MacDonald and of other pioneers. 
Lena MacDonald of Mull River has 
a small collection of his tintypes, 
one of which is featured on the 
front page. Many other 
photograph albums in Inverness 
County may also have tintypes 
from his studio. 

site of the Duncreigan Country 
Inn). This saddle shop building, 
also once owned by Angus "Cu" 
MacDonald, is now the empty 
store near MacMillan's Market. 

Allan and his wife Macy lived in 
the· house attached to the 
photography shop and their 
children were born there. It is 
possible that the shop was an 
older house to which the larger 
structure was later added. The age 
of the house is not known and 
research is not collected about the 
'history of this particular house 
and site. 

The photo of the studio tells us 
much about architectural style and 
materials of the time. It is 
interesting to note the glass 
windows in the roof which 
provided . the light for 
photographing in the times prior 
to electricity. The door details and 
the fascia ornamentation are still 
familiar features of many Inverness 
County homes. 

The house used for the studio, 
which burned down about thirty 
years ago, was located on the 
corner where Route 19 and the 
road to the Mabou school meet in 
the village. The building adjacent 
is the Alexander (Sandy) Hawley 
Saddler Shop where harnesses 
were made, and it is still standing. 
(Sandy Hawley built and lived in The fence is certainly interesting, 
the home that,yas, 9 ,4b£ present, ,, making one wonder what was 

However, making a conclusion 
that Mabou village in general is 
reflected in this one photo is a 
mistake. We don't see the shade 
trees here that arched over the 
main street at the time; nor is, the 
boardwalk visible, or the larger 
and more "prosperous" looking 
homes and businesses. 

being fenced in or fenced out. It is 
made, apparently, of vertical 
whitewashed boards, but is solid, 
not like a picket fence, which 
would serve ornamental purposes. 
Was it a "splash guard" against 
mud flung up by passing horses 
and carriages on the unpaved 
village road? Did it simply prevent 
roaming cattle from getting too 
close to the houses? Were fences 
like this a prominent feature of 
the Mabou village streetscape at 
this time, or was this fence and 
this building more atypical than 
typical? 

The holstein animal in front of 
the building, perhaps a heifer, 
suggests spring, for animals 
commonly free-ranged after the 
long winter months and before 
feed crops were available. The 
animal does not appear in good 
condition by today's standards, 
and it shows a probable case of 
mange on its rump. If there were 
a number of photographs showing 
farm animals, sO'meone who 
studied them could more 
accurately access agriculture 
conditions of the time. 

The story of Allan John the Baron 
is as riddled with questions as the 
place he lived. Since he died in 
1904, prior to the· birth of his 
grandchildren, among them 
MacDonalds, Fontaines and 
O'Briens, there seems to be little 
in the way of living memory or 
anecdotal material. For instance , 
where did he learn the 
photographer's trade? That, and 
dozens of more questions about 

The photo raises interesting 
questions that may challenge us to 
interpret local history a little 
differently than we are accustomed 
to doing through written and oral 
history. Many families find 
themselves in possession of old 
tintypes and photographs, and 
because they do not know the 
people or places in the pictures, 
the old photographs are 
discarded. It would be a much 
better idea to donate the photos 
to a, historical society or to 
individuals who would regard 
them as valuable for a wide range 
of study possibilities. Each photo 
that no longer exists may be an 
important clue to our history that 
is lost. 

The two oval pictures shown are 
of people not yet identified, but 
they could well be ancestors of 
present families in Inverness 
County The child's photo is 
relatively rare for a tintype, for 
child mortality was high and 
parents did not often have young 
children photographed. The 
absence of shoes, the dark and 
plain clothing are things to be 
noticed. 

If you are willing to lend old 
photos or tintypes that may be the 
work of Allan John tfie Baron or 
if there is more information about 
the photographer, these will be 
most gratefully received by Mary 
Anne Ducharme or Jim St.Clair 
and shared with the readers of 
Partici-Paper. 


