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Adult tutoring
movement growing
in the County
"We are all learners
fogether."

by Mary Anne Ducharme

Recently there was an Adult
Tutoring Workshop at the Renewal
Centre in Mabou, attended by 20
people who want to tutor adults.
This was a part of a growing
movement in Inverness County to
make County residents fully
literate through an adult program
sponsored by the Department of
Recreation and Tourism, and the
Inverness District School Board.
The program is coordinated by
Francene Gillis. Training courses
for volunteer tutors and a
promotion campaign in the past
months have resulted in many new
opportunities for learners, as well
as rewarding challenges for
community-minded volunteers.

The focus of this particular
workshop was on the learner. But
as one participant worded it "We
are all learners together: both
student and teacher have
something to offer the other."

A County-wide program of ad'ult
literacy tutoring requires a period
of development when needs and

problems are identified and
addressed, and public awareness
grows. I‘or instance, participants
gained insights at the Workshop
about learning styles -- the
different ways that they themselves
learn, as well as others -- and the
information seemed valuable
enough for a suggestion that a
learning styles workshop might be
welcome in several communities.

At present, some communities have
more tutors than others, and all
learners may mnot be matched
immediately with a suitable tutor,
However, the past few months have
signalled a tremendous growth of
interest in the County, and
progressive-minded people have
come forward both as learners and
tutors.

Individuals in several communities
have already completed various
training programs for tutors and
have joined the network of adult
literacy workers. The Eastern
Counties Regional Library has
materials available for the learner
and tutor, and resource material is
also available through the Literacy
Resource Centre at the Nautical
Institute in Port Hawkesbury.

One of the questions addressed at
the Mabou Workshop was how to
help a learner overcome his fears.
Discussion revolved around the
frustrations an adult experiences
when he finds himself not able to
read or write as well as he needs
to. As the job market is becoming
both more competitive and
technological, and as we enter "the
information age," non-readers are
finding it harder to cope. Many
people have spent years hiding the
reading handicap, and
compensating for it in elaborate
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Francene Gillis (upper left) speaks of the need Jor friendliness, of being a good listener
at the Adult Tutoring Workshop at the Renewal Centre in Mabou. Volunteer tutors
discuss how to build a positive “learning relationship™ between learner and. tutor.

ways. Revealing it now involves a
sense of risk.

Also, an adult with unhappy
learning experiences in  school
often suffers from a lack of
confidence, and sometimes from
anger. Mature individuals definitely
don't want to be treated like school
children. They want to go directly
to material that interests them and
that has relevance to their everyday
home or workplace problems.

All of this has profound
implications for the tutor. There
has to be a compatible match of
personalities between teacher and
learner-- a learning relationship.
The tutor has to be a good
listener, friendly, and able to
produce an atmosphere of mutual
respect, confidence and trust. This
is not easy to accomplish. and
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Dear Editor,

I want to the

congratulate
Inverness County Department of
Recreation/Tourism on the very
informative magazine/tabloid of
which you are editor.

I have always been interested in
history and genealogy, and since
Belle Cote will be celebrating 100
years in July of this year, I have
been asked to write on Belle Cote
history. Believe me, I have a full
time job on my hands.

In the April 1991 issue of Partici-
Paper, there was an article on
County telephones in 1926, and the
one on the Margaree Exchange was
included. Could that information
be printed again?

The article on Jimmy Tompkins in
the same issue was interesting to
me, as Dr. Greg Macleod asked
me to supply names for canvassing
for a Memorial. Dr. Jimmy was
my mother’s first cousin.

Sincerely,
Annie J. Lelievre
Margaree

Editor's Reply

The following is the information
requested on the Margaree Forks
Exchange, 1926

Hours of Service, Week Days 7 am
fo 9 pm

Sundays and Holidays, 9-10 am,
1:30- 3:00 pm

Mrs. M.A. Doyle, Margaree Forks,
Agent

Public Pay Station at Telephone
Office

Subscribers

Chiasson Hotel, J. Chiasson Pr.,
Margaree Forks, 3-22

Coady, Miss Mary E.,
Restaurant, 3-31

Gillis, John, 3-32
LeBlanc, Lubin, 3-12
Alex McDaniel, 3-5
McGarry, Dr. M.E. , 3-11
Margaree Creamery, 3-3

Tompkins, Mrs. Mary A. ,
East Margaree, 3-2

Dear Editor,

It was with great interest I read the
article in the last issue concerning
the Old Jersey Church in Pointe
Cross. Did you know that there is
another Jersey Church, built by
Jerseymen, but at a later date at
Cap La Ronde near Arichat? The
last time I visited, it was in good
condition, and the woodwork is
beautiful. I understand a
LeVesconte relative of mine was
involved with the fundraising for
the erection of the building.

There are so many stories which
could be told and it is sad to see
them disappear. You are doing a
great job with the paper, and I
wish you continued success.

Yours truly, _
Caroline MacDougall

Search for information:
Big John Hope
MacDonald

If readers of Partici-Paper have any
information about John (Daniel or
Donald) MacDonald of Judique,
North Rhodena, please contact:
Barbara Ehler of R.R.#1 Afton,
Antigonish County, BOH 1A0.

Her great grandfather, whose
nickname was "Big John Hope,"
was from Oster Ponds in

The annual Inverness

County  Cribbage
 Tournament will take place at the Mabou
 Community Hall on Saturday, April 4. Two
_ teams from each of the fifteen areas of the .
County will play for the County title. Watch
for local announcemnts of the play-off

ournament in your area.

Tarbish Winners Attend World Championship

Ken and Jean Pyne of Lake Ainslie won the Third Annual Inverness County
Tarbish Tournament, held on February 13 at the Whycocomagh Firehall. Tied
for second place were Curtis and Dorothy Fox of Port Hastings. Both teams
won tickets and attended the World Tourmament on Februrary 29th in

Sydney.

Thanks to the Whycocomagh Fire Department for the Hall for this Winterfest

activity; to all those who attended;

Department for the tickets.

Guysborough County and was born
about 1825. He married Margaret
Cameron of the Creignish
Camerons, and he had four
children: Hector, Daniel, Mary,
and Catherine.

Are these MacDonalds the same
family as the "Sheperd
MacDonalds" or the MacDonalds of
Judique Banks? The names
suggest possible relationships.

- Jim St. Clair
Ancestors Unlimited

The Year of Wood

The Honorable Terence Donahoe,
Minister of Tourism and Culture, has
declared 1992 as the Year of Wood in
Nova Scotia.

The Atlantic Woodworkers Association
has planned a year-long series of
activities to raise awareness about the
many facets of woodworking in Nova
Scotia. All organizations are

encouraged to offer programs centered
on woodworking. The activity could be
an cxhibition or display, a hands-on
workshop, a demonstration or even a
lecture.

For information on events planned
throughout the year please contact:

Atlantic Woodworkers’ Association
Box 3501
Halifax, Nova Scotia
B3J 2J3

and to the Recreation/Tourism
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