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MEMORIES OF MABOU 

A HISTORY BOOK 

IN CLOTH 

By Ann Sherrington 

They're writing a history book in 
Mabou this year--in glowing scraps of 
cloth and colorful threads. 

When Mabou celebrates its bicenten­ 
nial this summer, visitors will be able to 
"read" all about it--on a queen sized quilt­ 
-"Memories of Mabou"--that captures the 
spirit of old and new Mabou in 20 
appliqued and 30 embroidered squares 
clustered around a large center block­ 
glimpses of the warp and woof of 200 
years. . 

Making the quilt has taken a full two 
years. 

"There's 2000 hours of work in this 
quilt," says organizer Margy Beaton. "The 
research alone took us six months." 

The effort shows. The large center 
block looks down on Mabou's old one-lane 
iron bridge and around that, 15" by 15" 
appliqued squares depict everything from 
forestry and farming, Mabou Harbour--with 
a sample of the banners the one-room 
schoolhouses used to take to summer 
agricultural fairs, An Drochaid (The 
Bridge)--home of the Mabou Gaelic and 
Historical Society, the quilt's sponsor, the 
old and new convents, and the railroad, an 
1872 village map that includes two back 
streets now under water, to the Glendyre 
Mill--with bits of actual Glendyre blankets 
hanging on the line outside, an old 
fashioned kitchen--complete with pie 
cooling on the wood stove and flies caught 
in the· flypaper strip, all the clubs and 
organizations that make modern Mabou 
tick, music--with a milling frolic, •step­ 
dancing, Highland dance, the Scotch four, 
and a bar from "The Glencoe March", and 
the Mabou bards--Ailean agus Alasdair an · 
Ridse, Alasdair Macoghain Bhain, Aonghas 
Mac Alasdair (MacLean), Alasdair Touirnear 
(Turner), and Iain Sealgair (Hunter). 

Around those 21 squares, four · 
members of the Mapou Weavers have 
contributed a border of blue and white 
overshot coverlet weaving. 

And around that, another 30 embroid­ 
ered blocks remember: 
bingo and card plays, the lobster factory, 

MEMORIES OF 
The old and the new - St. Joseph's Convent and school, as it was until 1964 and as it 

now. The convent, which celebrates it's centennial this summer, is shown here in an appl 
qued quilt square by sister MacKillop. ]s) see picture, age 2 

the two-seat privy, washday ("the house­ 
wife's nightmare," Beaton says), A'Phoit 
Dhubh--the "Black pot", or still, that 
simmered in many a wooded glen, Strupag 
-having a cup of tea with friends ("An 
gabhthu cupa ti?"), Mabou's schools, and 
Beaton's own favorite, Jessle Cossman's 
heirloom china chamber pot, lidded and 
decorated with roses--so attractive that 
unknowing visitors have said, "What a 
pretty casserole! 11 

The "Memories of Mabou" quilt wlll· 
go on display in Mabou this summer. 

SPECIAL IN THIS iSSNE:. 

COWIN[TY VOLUNTEERS FRON 

INVERNESS, PORT HOOD, CHE'TICAP, 

IIAB0, JUIQUE, ARGAREE {ALLEY. 
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WOLF OF GREENWOOD'®" tinted uEoTEs . ... .. .. . 
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WI "wicked" wolf tried to 
the backdrop trees to avoid 

ter in the Port Hood 
h, he didn't get far. 
lighted youngsters 

sq ·creamed to give him away. 
· ren s theatre doesn't come often 

to Port 'Hood, but when Grey and Pink 
· Pr,oductions otr Sy_dney presented "The 
Good Wolf of Greenwood" (people say he's 
evil, but he's misunderstood) during the 
Festival of Lights of the Canada Games, 
Inverness County children came in droves. 

And loved what they .saw. It isn't 
easy to stir up today's TV-jaded three to 
ten-year-olds, but the "Good Wolf" did: the 

kids giggled over the two heros pretending · 
to be sick to avoid chores, loved. their 
frenetic mother, who dusted her boys with 
a broom when they were bad, sang with 
the hunter (who sported a day-glo orange 
hunting cap and brandished a day-glo 
orange plastic wolf-bashing club), and sang 
and stamped with the wolf himself. 

Following the production, the entire 
cast stayed to shake hands with the » 
audience. · 

Parents attending the show were 
uniformly impressed. "It was fabulous!" 
Ethel Chisholm said firmly. 

"They loved it," Suzanne Maillet said 
of lier four children. "It's wonderful for 
them to get the exposure· to this kind of 
theatre." 

David Cotton· of Port Hood, aged 
three, didn't say much. He was too busy 
practicing wolf howls with the Good Wolf 
of Greenwood. 
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A labour or love; Mary 'Elizabeth 

White of Mabou displays the queen sized 
history of Mabou she and 34 other Mabou 
women have crafted over the last two 
years. 

GETTING 
By Donna MacDonell 

. 
- If you recognize the phrases "15-2" 
"15-4", it's a go", and "getting skunked"; 
then you no doubt are a cribbage player 
and aware that the Inverness County 
Cribbage Tournament cannot be far off. 
On March 28, representatives from 15 
regions of the county will meet at the 
Mal>ou School to lay in the 10th Annual 
Inverness County Cribbage Tournament to 
vie for the titles fo County Champs and 
Runners-Up. . 

SKUNKED 
WINNERS 

1978 - Jack Bennet & Shirley Ashford, 
Port Hastings · 

1979 - Murdock Gillis & Cheryl Gillis, 
Skye. Glen . 

1980 - Glen MacLean & Glen MacDougall 
Port Hastings 

1981 - Calvin Odo & Bernie Odo 
Jnverness ' 

1982 - Johnena Gillls & Catherine Anne 
Gillis, Mabou 

1983 - Frances Sampson & Sandra Chish 
olm, Port Hawkesbury 

• 1984 - John MacFadyen & J.A Macinnon 
Beginning in 1978, interest and River Denys · 

enthusiasm in this event has been steadily 1985 - Doreen MacKinnon & Delores 
maintained over the years; making it one Fraser,Pleasant Bay 
of the most enduring programs the 1986 - Norbert MacLellan· & Ronnie 
department has initiated. Rain, snow or MacLellan, Creignish 
any type of foul weather that is associated 
with late March,' does not discourage 
teams from travelling from as far away as 
Pleasant Bay and Port Hawkesbury. 

With simple trophies for the winning 
prize, it is· obvious that other reasons 
must account for the tournament's ongoing 
success. Cribbage players love to play 
cards; they enjoy the opportunity to 
socialize; and whether they will admit it 
or not,· they possess a keen competitive 
spirit. Ali of this contributes to the 
atmosphere of excitement at each annual 
tournament. 

The winners and runners-up for 1987 
will be announced in the April issue of 
Participaper. The following are winners 
and runners-up from the past nine years. 
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RUNNERS-UP 

1978 - Anne Beaton & Nellie Gillis, 
Whycocomagh 

1979 - Lawrence MacEachern & Clair 
MacEachern, Creignish 

1980 - Mary Nightingale & Bob Nightin 
gale, Port Hawkesburv 

1981 - Edna MacLean & Sadie MacDonald 
Orangedale 

1982 - Alice MacEachern & Margaret· 
Gillis, Creignish 

1983 - Anna Gillis & Duncan Gillis, Port 
Hawkes bury 

1984 - Joseph Googoo & Stephen Googoo, 
Whycocomagh 

1985 - Jackie Fox & Jane MacKinnon, 
, Port Hastings 

1986 - Margaret Hayes & Reg Keefe, Port 
Hawkes bury 

A bridge between the old and new, 
An Drochaid museum and archives in 
Mabou as depicted by Lynn Beaton. The 
Mabou Gaelic and Historical Societv 
sponsored the Mabou bicentennial quilt, 
"Memories of Mabou," to go on display 
during Mabou's bicentennial celebrations 
this summer. 

A.A. RETREAT at the 
ST. JOSEPH'S RENEWAL CENTRE 

MABOU 
Friday, March 13, 8 p .M. 

until 
SUNDAY, MARCH 15 noon 

LEADER- Fr. JOHN GRAHAM 
For further information 

945-2959 
945-2950 

call 
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CHET I CAMP VOLUNTEER 
YVON DEVEAU 
2}> csopratif Acadia 
The Conseil Coopratif Acadian 

nominates Mr. Yvon Deveau of Cheticamp 
to be recognized for his outstanding 
volunteer services. 

In the school system, Yvon has acted 
as Counsellor to Student Council; coor­ 
dinator of Winter Carnival; and President 
of Teaching Staff Association. 

His contributions to the community of 
Cheticamp include · 
- President of the Cheticamp Area 
Regional Development Committee. 
- Secretary or' the Cheticamp Area 
Development Commission. 
- Chairman of the Cheticamp Area 
Development Commission. 

Board of Directors of Cheticamp Credit 
Union. 
- Board of Directors of Cheticamp Co-op 
Store for seven years and President of 
Board for one year. 
- President of Cheticamp Fish Co-op, 
1985 and still holds that position. 
- Member of small group of volunteers 
who organized the Conseil Cooperatif 

Acadien in 1980. This consultative and 
coordinating body encompasses the seven 
co-op organizations of the Chetlcamp­ 
Grand Etang area. Our candidate was its 
first President. In 1984, one of its 
members - The Cheticamp Fish co-op 
asked the Council for assistance In 
salvaging a very desperate situation, e.g., 
large deficit, heavy debt load, loss of 
members, decreased production, etc. The 
Council responded and Mr.Deveau was 
pressured into the role of president 
shortly afterward. Over the next two 
years, the management team, headed by 
our candidate, succeeded in working out a 
salvage scheme that was announced to the 
press in December 1986 and which, .in 
effect turns the fish plant around. In this 
process, Mr. Deveau had to develop the 
salvage package simultaneously with three 
provincial government. departments. four 
federal departments and agencies and two 
large co-op creditors (United Maritime 
Fishermen and N.S. Credit Union Central). 
In performing this formidable task, he 
spent the equivalent of 60 work davs over 
and above his duties with his regular job. 

Volunteer Recognition 
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Jt is certainly one of the very greatest 
volunteer feats which this area pas ever 
witnessed. 
- President of the Festival l'Escp.ouette­ 
the annual one week Acadian festivities 
which takes place in August. 

Coordinator of' student travel and 
cultural project'. 
- Consultant to the Chetlcamp Bi­ 
centennial ( 1985) Committee. 

Extending his volunteer involvement. 
outside of his home community, Mr. 
Deveau has served: 
- on the Board of Directors of the 
Federation of Nova Scotia Acadians 
- as group leader at a series of annual 
meetings of the Federation of Nova Scotia 
Acadians 

as Chairman of the Cultural Committee 
of the above Federation 
- On the Board of Directors, Conseil 
Canadian de ia Cooperation (a national 
federation of French speaking Co-operative 
groups and associations). 

Comedian 

Viola Leger 
presents 

LA SAGOUINE' " 
NDA SCHOOL 

APRIL 3 
See page 11 for photos 

Well-known Acadian comedian Viola 
Leger will present the monologue of "La 
Sagouine' in Cheticamp next April 3. The 
presentation will be held at 8:30 P.M. at 
the Cheticamp NDA School auditorium. 

La Societe Saint-Pierre and the 
Acadian Federation of Nova Scotia will 
sponsor this event. Organizers of the 
event assure everyone will spend an 
entertaining evening. 

The monologue of 'La Sagouine' was 
first presented by Viola Leger at Chetica­ 
mp 15 years ago in 1972. At that time, La 
Sagouine had attracted a huge crowd. 

Admission for the April 3rd presenta 
tion is set at $8.00 per person. Ticket are 
on sale at Les Trois Pignons, Cheticamp 
Co-op, and LeVert's Meat Market. Tickets 
will also be sold at the door April 3rd. 

For further Information concerning 
this presentation of 'La Sagouine' in 
Cheticamp, contact Yvon Deveau, Manager 
of La Societe St. Pierre in Cheticamp at 
224-2642. 
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LE PORTAGE 
GOLF COURSE 

OPENS 
JUNE 15 

PORTAGE GOLF COURSE 
By Daniel Aucoin 

Le Portage Golf Course in Cheticamp 
will be officially opened next June 15. 
Lpcated neat the Chetlcamp arena, the 
nine-hole course ls the first target but. the 
plan includes provision for later expansion 
to a full 18-hole course. 

A spokesman for· Le Club de Golf Le 
Portage says the club wants to have its 
facilities used by as many people in the 
area as possible. The nine-hole course 
will include a practice green, a driving 
range, power carts, club rentals, a pro 
shop, and a licensed club house. Facllltles 

will be opened to the public seven days a 
week. 

3 
Preparations for the golf course 

began in 1980. The Cape Breton Develop­ 
ment Corporation provided the plan for 
the course. The cutting of trees and 
clearing of land at the site was paid for 
through federal government grants. 

The development of L Golf 
Course is a continuation of f 
recreational faciltties whic ~~. 
the construction of the Ca in Cheticamp. For more ' 
this nine-hole course, cal 
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