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MEMORIES OF MABOU

A HISTORY BOOK
IN CLOTH '

By Ann Sherrington

They're writing a history book in
Mabou this year--in glowing scraps of
cloth and colorful threads.

When Mabou celebrates its bicenten—

nial this summer, visitors will be able to

"read" all aboutit—--on aqueensized quilt—
—"Memories of Mabou"—-that captures the
spirit of old and new Mabou in 20

appliqued and 830 embroidered squares
clustered around a large center block—-—

glimpses of the warp and woof of 200
vears.

Making the quilt has taken a full two
vears.

"There's 2000 hours of work in this
quilt," says organizer Margy Beaton. "The
research alone took us six months."

The effort shows. The large center
block looks down on Mabou's old one-lane
iron bridge and around that, 15" by 15"
appliqued squares depict everything froim
forestry and farming, Mabou Harbour—-with
a sample of the banners the one-room
schoolhouses used to take to summer
agricultural fairs, An Drochaid (The
Bridge)——-home of the Mabou Gaelic and
Historical Society, the quilt's sponsor, the
old and new convents, and the railroad, an
1872 village map that includes two back
streets now under water, to the Glendyre
Mill--with bits of actual Glendyre blankets
hanging on the line outside, an old
fashioned kitchen—-complete with pie
cooling on the wood stove and flies caught
in the flypaper strip. all the clubs and
organizations that make modern Mabou
tick, music--with a milling frolic, ‘step—
dancing, Highland dance, the Scotch four,
and a bar from "The Glencoe March", and
the Mabou bards—-Ailean agus Alasdair an
Ridse, Alasdair MacEoghain Bhain, Aonghas
MacAlasdair (MacLean), Alasdair Touirnear
(Turner), and lain Sealgair (Hunter).

Around those 21 squares, four
members of the Mapou Weavers have
contributed a border of blue and white
overshot coverlet weaving.

And around that, another 30 embroid-
ered blocks remember:
bingo and card plays, the lobster factory,
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the two—-seat privy, washday ("the house-
wife's nightmare," Beaton says), A'Phoit
Dhubh-=the "Black pot", or still, that
simmered in many a wooded glen, Strupag-

Lhaving a cup of tea with friends ("An
gabhthu cupa ti?"), Mabou's schools, and
Beaton's own favorite, Jessie Cossman's
heirloom china chamber pot, lidded and
decorated with roses—-so attractive that
unknowing visitors have said, "What a
pretty casserole!" :

* The "Memories of Mabou" quilt will
go on display in Mabou this summer.

OF MABOU

The old and the new - St. Joseph's Convent and school, as it was until 1964 and as it
now. The convent, which celebrates it's centennial this summer, is shown here in an appl

qued quilt square by Sister MacKillop. AISO sep piCture, page.2
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~ "THE GOOD WOLF OF GREENWOOD"

By ‘Ann Sherrington
“There he is!"”

"Here he comes!"

When the “wicked" wolf tried to
sneak through the backdrop trees to avoid
the wolf-bashing hunter in the Port Hood
School gym last month, he didn't get far.
More than 100 delighted youngsters
squealed and screamed to give him away.

Children's theatre doesn't come often

to Port Hood, but when Grey and Pink .

' Productions of Sydney presented "The
Good Wolf of Greenwood" (people say he's
evil, but he's misunderstood) during the
Festival of Lights of the Canada Games,
Inverness County children came in droves.

. And loved what they saw. It isn't
easy to stir up today's TV-jaded three to
ten-year-—olds, but the "Good Wolf" did: the

GETTING

By Donna MacDonell

If you recognize the phrases "15-2",
"15—-4", it's a go", and "getting skunked";
then you no doubt are a cribbage player

- and aware that the Inverness County
Cribbage Tournament cannot be far off.
On March 28, representatives from 15
regions of the county will meet at the
Mabou School to lay in the 10th Annual
Inverness County Cribbage Tournament to
vie for the titles fo County Champs and
Runners—Up.

Beginning in 1978, interest and
enthusiasm in this event has been steadily
maintained over the years; making it one
of the most enduring programs the
department has initiated. Rain, snow or
any type of foul weather that is associated
with late March, does not discourage
teams from travelling from as far away as
Pleasant Bay and Port Hawkesbury.

with simple trophies for the winning
prize, it is obvious that other reasons
must account for the tournament's ongoing
success. Cribbage players love to play
cards; they enjoy the opportunity to
socialize; and whether they will admit it
or not, they possess a Keen competitive
spirit. All of this contributes to the
atmosphere of excitement at each annual
tournament.

The winners and runners—up for 1987
will be announced in the April issue of
Participaper. The following are winners
and runners—up from the past nine years.
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kids giggled over the two heros pretending
to be sick to avoid chores, loved their
frenetic mother, who dusted her boys with
a broom when they were bad, sang with
the hunter (who sported a day—glo orange
hunting cap and brandished a day-—glo
orange plastic woif-bashingclub), and sang
and stamped with the wolf himself.

Following the production, the entire
cast stayed to shake hands with the
audlence.

~ Parents attending the show were
uniformly impressed. "It was fabulous!"
Ethel Chisholm said firmly.

"They loved it," Suzanne Maillet said
of her four children. "It's wonderful for
them to get the exposure to this kind of
theatre."

David Cotton of Port Hood, aged
three, didn't say much. He was too busy
practicing wolf howls with the Good Wolf
of Greenwood.

SKUNKED

WINNERS

1978 ~ Jack Bennet & Shirley Ashford,
Port Hastings ;

1979 — Murdock Gillis & Cheryl Gillis,
Skye Glen ;

1980 - Glen MacLean & Glen MacDougall
Port Hastings

1981 - Calvin Odo & Bernie Odo,
Inverness

1982 — Johnena Gillis & Catherine Anne
Gillis, Mabou

1983 — Frances Sampson & Sandra Chish
olm, Port Hawkesbury

1984 — John MacFadyen & J.A MacKinnon
River Denys

1985 — Doreen MacKinnon & Delores
Fraser,Pleasant Bay

1986 — Norbert MacLellan & Ronnie
MacLellan, Creignish

RUNNERS—~UP

1978 — Anne Beaton & Nellie Gillis,
Whycocomagh

1979 — Lawrence MacEachern & Clair
MacEachern, Creignish

1980 — Mary Nightingale & Bob Nightin
gale, Port Hawkesbury

1981 - Edna MacLean & Sadie MacDonald,
Orangedale

1982 — Alice MacEachern & Margaret -
Gillis,Creignish

1983 - Anna Gillis & Duncan Gillis, Port
Hawkesbury

1984 - Joseph Googoo & Stephen Googoo,
Whycocomagh

1985 — Jackie Fox & Jane MacKinnon,
Port Hastings

1986 - Margaret Hayes & Reg Keefe, Port
Hawkesbury
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Continued memor1ES OF MABOU

A labour or love; Mary Elizabeth
White of Mabou displays the queen sized
history of Mabou she and 34 other Mabou
women have crafted over the last two
years.

A bridge between the old and new,
An Drochaid museum and archives in
Mabou as depicted by Lynn Beaton. The
Mabou Gaelic and Historical Society
sponsored the Mabou bicentennial quilt,
"Memories of Mabou," to go on display
during Mabou's bicentennial celebrations
this summer.
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A.A. RETREAT at the
ST. JOSEPH'S RENEWAL CENTRE
MABOU
Friday, March 13, 8 pP.M.
until
SUNDAY, MARCH 15, noon.
LEADER - Fr. JOHN GRAHAM

For further information call
945-2959
945-2950
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