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DIRECTOR'S DESK 

THE INVERNESS COUNTY RECREATION, TOURISM, CULTURE AND 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICE REPORT 

SENIOR GAMES: 

Our annual Senior Games were held 
June 6, 2009 ar rhe Inverness Academy. 
See pages 8, 9, 10 and 11 for an article and 

phoros highlighting this fun-filled day. 
ASSET MAPPING: 

Our Inverness County Physical Activity Coordinator 
(PAC), Jim Rutten is in the process of developing a 
physical activity strategy for the County. One 
component of developing a srraregy will be ro 
undertake an asset mapping process. Basically this 
means raking an inventory of existing recreation and 
physical activity opportunities and infrastructure 
available in the County. Jim has included an article in 
the issue explaining what asset mapping is and how 
County residenrs can participate in rhe process. See 
pages 16 and 17 for more information. 

SUMMER WORKSHOPS: 

Sign up for fun summer workshops ar ICCA or the 
Lake Ainslie Weavers. See pages 13 and page 25. 

CELTIC COLOURS INTERNATIONAL MUSIC FESTIVAL: 
Celtic Colours International Music Festival takes place 
Ocrober 9- 17 throughout Cape Breton Island. 
Eleven concerts will take place in Inverness County. 
Don't wait too long, tickers are going quickly! Festival 
organizers are excited about this year's focus on the ties 
to and influence of Irish music and culture. 
The festival kicks off with Island to Island: The Cape 

Breton-Ireland Musical Bridge, in Pore Hawkesbury on 
Ocrober 9. "It's a concert that goes to the root of it 
all. In 1993, a group of Cape Breton musicians were 
invited to Ireland to put on a Cape Breton festival in 
Cork. Now we have invited the Irish here to share 
their cultural traditions in this concert and throughout 
the nine days of the Festival," says Artistic Director 
Joella Foulds. 
For information on any of the Celtic Colours 

Director's Desk continues page 3L.. 

THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE PARTICIPAPER 
IS THE FALL PROGRAMMING ISSUE. IT WILL BE DELIVERED 

TO RESIDENTS FARLY-SEPTEMBER 2009. 

DEADLINE DATE FOR SUBMISSIONS IS AUGUST 12, 2009 

The Participaper 
Editor, Graphic Design, Layout and 

Pre-press Production 
Marie Aucoin 

936 Cheticamp Back Road 
PO Box 43, Cheticamp, NS, BOE !HO 

Phone: (902) 224-1759 
email: m.aucoin@ns.sympatico.ca 

(Subscription or administrative queries should be directed 
to the Recreation/Tourism office by email: 

recreation@invernesscounty. ca 
or by telephone; (902) 787-2274. 

Th, Participapa is published five rimes a year by the 
Inverness County Department of Recreation and Tourism. 
This publication is produced as a service for the residents 

of Inverness County. Ochers may subscribe at the 
following rates (postage included): $10.00/yr in Canada 

or the US. Send subscription request, 
with payment, to the attention of: 

Recreation and Tourism Department 
375 Main Street, PO Box 179, Municipal Building 

Pon Hood, NS, BOE 2WO 
Email: marie.cameron@invernesscounty.ca 

Copyright 9 2009 

The contents of this publication are protected by copyright 
and may be med only for personal non-commercial 

or educational purposes, 
All other rights are reserved and commercial use is prohibited. 

To make any use of the material, you must first obtain 
the permission of the owner of the copyright. 

For more information, contact (902) 224-1759, 
Printed by the Pictou Advocate Vol30.No. 3 

Contributions of information, articles, photos or artwork 
arc welcome. However, we reserve the right to edit or reject 

outright, items deemed co be unsuitable for print 
in this publication. 

The Participaper is in its thirtieth year of publication and is 
distributed free of charge, as a service to residents of the 
Jvlrmicipnliry of lnvtrnus County. Non-commtrcia/ 

advertising, especially from non-profit organizations/groups, is 
nccepttd for public111ion 111 110 charge. 

While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of 
information that appears in this publication. neither the 
publisher. editor nor staff can accept responsibility for 

errors or omissions contained therein. 
All photos in this publication by Mario Aucoin unless otherwise slated. 
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ANCESTORS UNLIMITED 
HELPING TO FIND YOUR 

INVERNESS COUNTY ROOTS 

For almost three decades, with the help of many 
generous contributors, through research for new 
information in original documents in many 
archives and holdings of records, and, with the 
encouragement of the Editors of this publication ­ 
the compiler of chis column has brought forth 
Ancestors Unlimited. The work has been 
enjoyable and has provided 
new information co 
researchers and encouraged 
many co undertake the 
fulfilling cask of compiling 
family trees with derailed 
sources listed. Ir has been 
the intent to represent all of 
the ethnic groups in the County of Inverness as 
well as all regions of the municipality. 
The several archives in the county, such as the 

Port Hastings Museum, An Drochaid, Les Trois 
Pignons, Chestico Museum and The Highland 
Village in Iona, have been sources of documents; 
as have the holdings in the Provincial Archives and 
Deed Registration Offices in Sydney, Port Hood 
and Arichar. In addition, the publications of the 
Nova Scotia Genealogical Society and the New 
England Historic Genealogical Society have been 
useful. 
Over the years, the quality of genealogical 

publications has greatly improved, as people 
attempt to find and record the necessary 
documentation of lines of descent. The 
presentation of stories, anecdotes, photographs, 
and insights into the local economy, have all added 
a great deal co the recording of local families and 
history. 
However, it is unfortunate char there are some 

computer programs chat encourage only the 
concept of "hatch, match and dispatch" accounts 
rather than well-fleshed out insights into relatives. 

Certainly, the amount of material available now 
through sources on-line has greatly assisted all 
researchers. The caution still remains chat sources 

are should be cited, and not all genealogies found 
on-line are accurate and based on careful 
investigation. 
However, there is a website that will be of much 

advantage to all who use it: the Ancestry.com 
website at www.ancestry.com now has the 1861, 
1871, 1881 censuses available. Ir must be 

acknowledged char only the 
every name section of the 
1871 census has been 
digitized so there still are the 
schedules which muse be 
consulted on microfilm at 
places such as the NS 
Archives, the Nova Scotia 
Highland Village and the 

"People will not look forward to 
posterity, who never look backward 
to their ancestors." - Edmund Burke 

Beaton Institute. 
That we have had three decades of The 

Participaper (and nearly that many years of the 
Ancestors Unlimited column) is a tribute to the 
forward looking attitude of the Inverness County 
Council and the Tourism and Recreation 
Department co whom we may all raise our hats in 
appreciation. We appear to be the only 
municipality in Nova Scotia with a publication 
such as this, which covers the cultural, 
recreational, hisrorical and genealogical spectrum 
of the county. So hurrah for us! 
As I read through past issues of our thirty year 

old publication, I discovered several items worthy 
of repeating. The information which has been 
primed over the years is still useful co genealogists 
and historians today. 
1. From the August 1992 issue of The Participaper, 
one example of the Mi'kmaq contribution to 
economic life here was noted as being evident in 
the 1871 account of the family of Sarah Googoo. 
Listed as a widow, aged 66, her family consisted 
of: Peter age 25, his wife Ann, age 23, Mary Susan 
age 18, Andrew age 15, Mary age 9 and Mary 
Ann, age I. Peter and Andrew are listed as coopers. 

Continued page 4...ANCESTORS 
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Continued from page 3...ANCESTORS 

The family owned 100 acres, with 32 under 
cultivation. Four acres were in dyked marsh, ¾ 
acre in orchard. In 1870, this family produced 9 
bushels of barley; 26 bushels of oats; 1 bushel of 
peas; 3 bushels of corn (!); 100 bushels of 
potatoes; 6 tons of hay; 40 pounds of butter from 
2 milk cows; 42 fur pelts from minks, muskrats 
and otters; 4 spruce logs and 20 cords of firewood; 
2,000 barrel staves; 10 barrels of eels; and, two 
barrels of oysters. 
II. From 
the same 
1992 
IS Sue: 

Bulletin 
d'Histoire 
et de 
Gene&a­ 

logie de 
Societe 
Saint 
Pierre, 
Vl IX, 
an 
article 
by 
Charles 
Dan 
Roach 
suggests 
that the 
Larade 
Family 

May 2007 photo of a very old church 
located near the harbour at Wexford. 
There is a good possibility that some of the 
Wexford immigrants who came here to 
Inverness County worshipped in this same 
church prior to leaving Ireland for the 
new world. The church is still in use 
today. 

Lefi: The Celtic Music 
Centre houses a wonderful 
archive dedicated to the 
music of the area. 

of Inverness County may 
well be Basque in origin 
rather than French 
Acadian. According to M. 
Roach, the name appears 
to have been Laralde in 
earlier years. 
III. In the December 
2000 publication, the 
will of Irish immigrant 

and land surveyor John Higgins of Gut of Canso, 
dated 12 February 1824, contains the following 
bequests: a. One acre of land where his wife is 
buried, to be sec aside as a cemetery for others in 
the neighbourhood; b. A pocket watch to John 
Higgins Murphy, son of Denis Murphy of Port 
Hood; c. Five pounds sterling to John Higgins 
Skinner, son of Hugh Skinner; d. library of books 
to be divided between "good friends Dennis 
Murphy and Nathaniel Clough"; 
e. "generous contribution" to Mrs Lydia Wheaton; 
f. farm to be sold and proceeds given to the 
clergyman of "Established Church at Gue of 
Canso" (i.e. Anglican) and to pay a reacher for the 
benefit of youth of area. (Quire an insight into life 
of the early pioneer times and connections 
between people.) 
IV. From the July/August 1997 Participaper 
edition: "The Hayes-Obrien-Doyle-McDaniel­ 
Fortune-Donaghue- Tompkins" connection in 
County Wexford Ireland, Port Hood and 
Margaree, Inverness County." In his 1816 will, 
Edward Hays (Hayes), perhaps the first Irish 
immigrant in Inverness County and a very early (if 
not the first) merchant of central Inverness 
County, leaves bequests to first cousins in Leinster 
(Enniscorthy) Co. Wexford Ireland. He also 
mentions his half sisrer, Ann Obrien, married to 
James Doyle. They were the parents of Mogue 
Doyle, Bridget Doyle Fortune, Mary Doyle 
Tompkins, Margaret Doyle Donaghue, Ann Doyle 
who married James Doyle, Poll Doyle who married 
Mogue (Moses) McDaniel (parents of Miles 

Continued page 5...ANCESTORS 
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Continued from page 4...ANCESTORS 

McDaniel) - his will, as primed in MacDougall's 
History of Inverness County, is a most useful primary 
source for chis extensive family of Inverness 
County. 
V. In the June/July 2004 issue, a quotation from 
The North Sydney Herald, 1888, notes that James 
McDonald of West Bay, "a very enterprising 
merchant," erected a large store at Orangedale. It 
was managed by Mr. Alex McCuish of Sc. Peter's. 
Near chis score, Mrs McDonald of Whycocomagh 
(the widow of his brother Peter), was building a 
large store co be managed by her son (perhaps the 
lace John K, later of Whycocomagh). James 
McDonald was a brother of Ranald J. McDonald, 
merchant of Port Hastings. 
VJ. In the Jan/Feb 2003 issue, an item taken from 
Series P of Manuscript Group 5, as located in 
Public Archives, "Hugh McMillan, on the 19th of 
February, 1829, states chat for 10 years he has 
maintained a regular ferry service across the Gut 
of Canso from McMillan's Point (Port Hastings) to 
and from Auld's Cove. He also states chat he has 
received a yearly grant of 10 pounds 6 shillings for 
transporting mail and passengers. He further 
informs the House of Assembly chat a small boat 

has been sufficient during chis time, but now an 
increase in the number of horses and cattle to be 
ferried, as well as a larger number of passengers 
requires "a more comfortable ferry." He is seeking 
additional funds." (His ferry was located near the 
present bridge at the Canso Causeway.) 
And, so it has gone through these many issues­ 

stories of people, accounts of events, queries about 
missing kinfolk, insights into the social and 
economic life of Inverness County during the past 
two hundred years. 
Three questions for our readers: 
1. Who will be willing to undertake the research 
and writing required to keep chis column still in 
prim in the future? 
2. Who will undertake a preparation of an every 
name and place index to all of the icerns printed in 
the past three decades? 
3. How can we successfully lobby for a proper, 
climate-controlled archives for our county 
documents, our family photographs and our 
increasing number of family histories in 
manuscript form. We must not lose our public 
and social records and private holdings co 
collections located elsewhere or leave chem to rot! 

r----------------------------------, 
I Help avoid bear encounters I 
I It is the time of year when many Nova Scotians will see wildlife roaming through their neighbour- I 
I hoods. For bears, hibernation has ended and yearling bears are leaving their mothers and I 
I wandering into unfamiliar territory. I 
] "More than 400 nuisance bear situations were reported last year. Sightings decreased compared j 

with the previous year, and with continued co-operation, we can further reduce the number of 
I problem bear situations," said Department of Natural Resources manager of wildlife resources Tony I 
I Nette. "Although there has never been a bear incident involving human injury reported in Nova I 
I Scotia, bears have the potential to be dangerous and destructive. 'We must all help in the I 
I prevention of bear encounters." I 
I When department staff investigate problem bear situations, they find food odours or a source of I 
I food that has attracted the bear to the area. Keeping garbage inside or storing it in metal bear-proof 

I 
containers, and keeping your barbecue grill clean and grease-free can prevent bear encounters at I 
homes and cottages. I 

I While. there is an abundance of natural foods, bears will search far and wide, following food I 
I odours into backyards. Bears are attracted to garbage, compost, green bins, pet food and bird I 
[ feeders. There are specific precautions home and cottage owners, campers and hikers should take [ 
j to reduce the likelihood of attracting bears. To find out how to prevent bear incidents and what to do { 
j when a black bear is seen, visit the Natural Resource's website at www.gov.ns.ca/natr/wildlife/ 

Nuisance/bears.htm. [ 

I Bear sightings in residential communities and near homes should be reported to the Department I 
I of Natural Resources. Trained staff will determine the appropriate action. During business hours, I 
I call a local Natural Resources office. After hours, on weekends and holidays, call toll-free 1-800- I 
I 565-2224. I 
L----------------------------------~ 
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Young and old from the southern 
end of the county, including 
Anne Marie Macinnis (R) omission 
Cha l rpcrson. Mike Cronin Photo 

Piper Donald 
Fortune of 
Glendale 
greeted guests 
as they arri 
ved at the 
park: 

sang sever a I songs for the 
crowd Mike Cronin Photo 

DRAMA: NICHOLAS DENYS 
This production of songs, Micmac 
legends and mime will be 
performed In: 
Pleasant Bay 
Chet icamp 
Inverness 
Glencoe Station 
Port Hastings 
Orangeda le 

Page6 

August 25 
August 26 
August 27 
August 27 
August 28 
August 28 

Watch for further lnfonr.atlon 

Partici-Paper page 6 

Over 250 of our 
Top Generation spent 

a wont1 S'Unny oftcrnoon lo 
Whycacomagh Park on Saturday, 
July 1h, Ith visiting, lunch 
a wonderful concert and the 
presentation of co,nme:rorat I vc 
cert Ificates, the .:,ftcrnoon 
was a great success. All the 
COtll'nun ity organizations, 
1ndlv"lduat coon:unlty members. 
Why cocomagh Parks staff and 
Department of Recreation 
staff are to be congratu 
lated on the results of 

SENIOR 
CITIZENS' 
CEILIDH 

SENIOR CITIZEN'S GARD~ 

As a result of a survey and meet= 
Ing with the senior citizens club, 
Harbour Lights, in Port Hood It became 
clear that gae Qf the past/macs missed 
tllOSt by the citizens living in the 
complex was gardening. 

\11th this In mind, the Department 
of Recreation was able to have a plot 
of land ploughed and r:IJ led. The 
garden has been enthusiastically 
pf anted and despite the long dry spell 
It is hoped that this first year 
garden wlll be productive. 

Special thanks to Joe Cameron for 
his help. 

Anyone who cou Id br ing a truck 
full of manure to help the garden 
along for next year wt 11 be welcomed. 

Margie Holder 

ART BANK 

EXHIBITS 
In response to a query from Debbie 
Kaley, Dunvegan, The Inverness 
Lodge, VII !age Inn (llhycocanagh), 
targaree Lodge and Normaway Inn 
ave expressed an Interest In 
hostlng exhib1 ts by Inverness 
County artists and craftspeople. 
The f1 rst show wl 11 feature a 
Port Hood painter, Kirk Hunter 
and wl 11 run from July 16-August 
1 at the Inverness Lodge. 

READ A BOOK THIS SUMMER 

In a continuing effort to select 
works of art for the Nova Scotia Art 
Bank, special viewings-for-purchase 
wl I I be held during the summer months. 
They wore held July 7 and 8 for Fl Im, 
Video and Photography, but you could"'"' 
catch Ceranucs and Het.1h on August 
25 and F,brc on Septcn,ber 29. 

If you arc Interest contact The 
Nova Scotia Art Bank, P.O. Box 864, 
Hal ifa'x. The only quo I Jftcatfon Is 
Canadiaa Citlzcnshlp and residence 
In nova Scotia for at least three 
years. 

Chri1ty ttacOonald, Jessie Olson, 
Sarah HacDonnell, Isobel Mac­ 
Master, tary HacDougall fro 
Judlque sang Gaelic songs 

Mike Cronin 
Photo 

'taster of 
Ceremonies Archie 
Neil Chisholm 
dcl lghtcd the 
crowd by picking 
up his fiddle for 
a tune 

I • 
wF 

.L;1} 
The. Gut 55 Rhytha Band, Sy67iy, 
entertalned the crowd with old 
fovourl tes Mike Cronin Photo 

A MUSICAL NOTE 
The fol lowing camps are sponsored 

by the Nova Scotia Choral Federation, 
5516 Spring Garden Road, Halifax. 
They will be held at Camp Kadimah, 
Sarss Corner, Lunenburg County­ 
Registration deadline is July 27, 1979. 

YOUTH CHOIR CA/tP August 19-25 
Vocal production, sight singing 
and choir direction for ages 
13-19. Cost $100 

SING SUHHER August 19-25 
Vocal production, sight singlng 
and choir di recr:lon for ages 19 
and over. Cost $120 

JUIIIOR CHOIR CA/tP August 26­ 
September I 

Learn good singing habits, to 
read music plus rec.order, c:rafts, 
creative movement, etc. Ages 
8·13, Cost $85 
(Faml ly rates available) 

COADY TOMPKINS LIBRARY 
MARGAREE FORKS 

Above is a copy of page 6 of the first issue of The Participaper. See the cover page ftom that issue on our .front cover. 
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2009 Senior Games Results 
1st Place- Inverness Namara Club (Total of 42 points) 

2nd Place - Port Hawkesbury Evergreen Club (Total of 25 points) 
3rd Place - Judique Kildonan Club (Total of 19 points) 

Scrabble: 
l. Inverness Namara Club 

• Verna MacMillan & Florence Fraser 
2. Port Hawkesbury Evergreen Club 

- Kathy Burbidge & Doris Farrow 
3. SW. Margaree Seniors Club 

-Josephine LeFort & Mary Fleck 

Bridge: (Tie for First Place) 
1. Inverness Namara Club 
.Virginia McCoy & Bill Dunphy 

1. North East Margaree New Horizons Club 
- Mary Stepaniak & Jen Ross 

3. Port Hawkesbury Evergreen Club 
- Laura Paterson & Clare MacEachern 

Washer Toss: 
1. Judique Kildonan Club 

- Betty Graham & Ann Marie MacEachern 
2. Port Hawkesbury Evergreen Club 

- Bob Downard & Carl Cogswell 
3. Port 
Hawkesbury 
Evergreen 
Club ­ 

\ ~ ,,,~ ... 
• {a 

s , 
, g 

t 4 

The famous washer toss. 
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Julia MacKinnon 
& Sylvia Johnston 45's: 

(The first place 
winners of 45's 
were from two 
different clubs 
and received 2.5 
points each for 
their respective 
clubs.) 

[All photos on 
pages 7, 8, 9 and 10 
courtesy of 
C. MacEachern.] 

Crib: 
I . Mabou Seniors 

- Anne Cormier & Joe MacNeil 
2. Bayville Seniors Whycocomagh 

- Florence Spears & Julia Spears 
3. Pore Hawkesbury Evergreen Club 

- John Chisholm & Hector Macisaac 

Darts: 
l. Inverness Namara Club 

- Josephine & Billy MacDonnell 
2. Inverness Namara Club 

- Mona Gillis & Angus Kennedy 
3. Pore Hawkes bury Evergreen Club 
Norma Jellow & Bill Johnston 

Horseshoes: 
I. Inverness Namara Club 

- Lauchie MacDonnell & Ray MacLean 
2. Port Hawkesbury Evergreen Club 

- Earl West & 
Bob Belyea 

3. Inverness 
Namara Club 
Sylvia Poirier & 

Jim Gillis 

1. Le Club des 
Retraites de 
Cheticamp/NE 
Margaree 
- Agnes Blanchard 
& Josephine Muise 

2. Margaree New 
Horizons 
.Viola LeBlanc 
& Edna Brin 

3. Inverness 
Namara Club 
- Ray Ellis & 
Alex Glabais 

Turn the page for 
more on the Seniors' 
Games .. 

ll 
A horseshoe makes its way 
to the target - I think she's 
done this before! 
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