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St. Peter’s Church, Chéticamp  [Daniel Aucoin photo]
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FROM

THE DIRECTOR’S DESK

SENIOR GAMES:
Our 7th Annual Senior Games were
held June 7.  Another successful
games day with  over 250
attending.  Congratulations to all
the clubs!  See page 16 of this

issue for more on the Senior Games.

SUMMER/FALL EVENTS BROCHURE:
Summer in Inverness County...fiddles,
festivals, and fun!  Our bright yellow events
brochure is brimming with information on
dances, festivals, concerts, ceilidhs, special
events and outdoor activities.  Local museums
are staffed and eagerly await your visit! Take
some time this summer with family and friends
and  discover what’s happening in Inverness
County.  Festivals and events information can
also be accessed through our website at
www.invernessco.com.  The Recreation/
Tourism Department works closely with com-
munity groups throughout the County helping
promote fund raising activities and assisting
with employment opportunities.  We would like
to encourage county residents and visitors
alike to support the local festivals and events,
museums and cultural centres and enjoy what
they have to offer!

KIDS OF STEEL
Kids of Steel (KOS) triathlons are designed to
offer kids and young adults the opportunity to
experience the sport of triathlon in a positive
environment.  The distances are much shorter
than those in adult triathlons and change as
participants mature.  They are organized in
such a way that most kids should be fit enough
to finish the race successfully while having fun
at the same time.  Two events have been
scheduled: Saturday, June 21 at the Strait
Area Pool (finished by the time we go to
press), and Saturday, July 19 at  Port Hood
Arena/Wharf Beach.  For more information
contact Coline MacEachern at 625-2594 or
email: coline.maceachern@strait.ednet. ns.ca.

The Participaper cover pages are printed in the municipal colours
of  blue and yellow.  However, the Xmas (November/December)
and Valentines (January/February) issues are printed with red
covers, in celebration of  those seasons.
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By Dr. Jim St. Clair

ANCESTORS UNLIMITED

HELPING TO FIND YOUR

INVERNESS COUNTY ROOTS

SOURCES:
Nova Scotia Marriage Bonds

For  people  searching for  marriage records prior to the start of official record keeping by the Province of
Nova Scotia  in 1864 (which has continued unceasingly since then), a collection of  “Marriage Bonds” exists
for the periods 1763 to 1854 and 1858 to 1871.

These are essentially a recording of licenses to get married, when, for whatever reason, people wished to
avoid the issuing of the “banns” normally required for church  weddings.  These records are often over-
looked as people try to find the names of ancestors.  A bond was given as security that no reason existed for
the marriage not to take place.  The bond gave the name of both the bride and the groom and (often) the
occupation and address of the groom.

That a bond was issued is not a guarantee, however, that the marriage actually took place - but that an
intention to marry was stated.  There are very few Inverness County entries, however there are many for
other areas where people here may have ancestors.

Dan H. MacFarlane, a “tramp” miner.
Photo taken in 1898 in Nanaimo, B.C.
and sent to his parents in Inverness County.

LOOK AND ONE MAY FIND

William MacKeen was a merchant in Mabou for more than forty
years.  Much of his received correspondence survives and includes
receipts for orders filled at one of his stores in Mabou, Broad Cove
or Whycocomagh, as well as his account books.  They are in
climate-controlled archives at the Beaton Institute.  A finding aid is
available at the Beaton for a quick look at some of the items to be
found.

MacKeen and his bookkeeper often identified people both by the
place where they lived and what their occupations were, or by

QUERIES:
1. Who  knows the site of the home site of Dr. John and Julia Noble in the Judique Interval area? Dr. Noble
and his family moved from Whycocomagh to Judique in the 1830s and lived on the high ridge of ground
between current Route 19 and the road bed of the railway.  Dr. Noble is being included in a history of early
doctors of Nova Scotia and the editor would like to find the cellar hole of the house and take a picture of it.
Dr. Noble moved from the area to Ontario after the death of his
wife in 1843.
2. Who knows the place in Scotland from whence the MacKays of
Dunakin came to Inverness County?  Donald, Neil, Hannah and
Flora were the children of whom?  According to the cemetery
stone in Stewartdale Cemetery, Donald was born in  1816 - but a
census record suggests 1831.
3. Who was the operator of the mill in the valley below St. Joseph
du Moine - on  the road to Pembroke Mountain?
4. Who operated the grist mill and the carding mill on the “Factory
Brook” in Grand Etang?
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ANCESTORS...
Continued from previous page

Continues next page...Ancestors

what nickname they were known.  For those
hoping to find clues to their ancestors’
origins, or wishing to “flesh out” their
forbears, documents such as these help us
understand some of the social and economic
conditions of the time.  For example:
1. Samuel Beaton, Skye Glen - ordered
cabbage seed in May 1843;
2. Richard Hanrahan is listed as a mason
when he ordered goods from the store in
1843 - address Southeast Mabou;
3. Angus McIsaac, Broad Cove requested
McKeen send him sticking plaster or
medicine for pain in his side, and “promised

to pay with sammon”;
4. Angus MacLellan of Lake Ainslie (in June 1843) requested
some indigo;
5. In 1842, Malcolm Robinson of Whycocomagh ordered
“salt for his beef and pork”;
6. Donald McLellan of Broad Cove states in 1840 that he has
bought a  plow and explains how he will pay for it;
7. In 1839, Samuel Campbell of Margaree ordered from
McKeen’s store  two “kages” of tobacco.

Bustles were definitely in style in 1888 when this
young woman of  Inverness County had her picture
taken in Lynn, Massachusetts.  The young lady’s
name was Sarah.

A group of  visitors to Cape Breton wait for a train at the Orangedale
Station in July 1927.  One of  the visitors pictured here was a
Naturalist from Washington, a Doctor Reid.

One of the most common questions asked by researchers
is, “Where can I find the ship register that identifies the year
and the name of the ship on which my ancestors came?”
Unfortunately, relatively  few lists survive - and  perhaps, in
many circumstances, there were no lists.  However, there are
a few which may be consulted - all of these relate to people
who came from Scotland.  No ship lists for people who came
from Ireland or England have yet been found.
   It would appear that most of the Acadians who came to
Inverness County came in small boats (their own, or those of
Channel Island entrepreneurs).  Copies of the surviving lists
may be found at the Public Archives, or, at the Nova Scotia
Highland Village, on the Internet, and in the Appendix of J.
B. Bumsted’s book The People’s Clearances, (published in 1982).
As many people have noted, the often printed passenger list
for “The Hector” of 1773 is actually not an authentic list.  It
may be accurate, but it was put together many years after the
arrival of the vessel in Pictou Harbour - probably by one of
the surviving passengers.

PASSENGER LISTS - A MATTER OF MUCH INTEREST AND

FRUSTRATION.
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ANCESTORS...Continued from previous page

     The list does include ancestors of
some of the Frasers of Inverness
County, as well as the Murrays and
the Glendyer MacDonalds and
probably others.

For people with ancestors from
Prince Edward Island, the list of the
1774 vessel, “The  Lovely Nelly”,
contains the names of nearly sixty
Lowland Scots as well as the com-
munities from which they came.  The
“Lovely Nelly”, or a boat of the same
name, arrived again in Prince Edward
Island in 1775.  This one has the
names of  sixty-six  people, their
ages, occupations and former places
of residence.  The list for the “Jane”
contains the names of one-hundred

and eleven who went to PEI  in 1790 - all apparently from the Highlands and Islands - some ancestors of
people who came to Cape Breton.  The same is true for the “Lucy” which came the same year with one
hundred and eighty-six on board.

The “Dove of Aberdeen”  landed in Pictou Harbour in 1801 with two-hundred and nineteen on board -
included are a number of people who eventually came to Cape Breton - the Beatons of Little Judique for
example,  who came from Badenoch, Scotland (although listed as “Bad enough” --- perhaps a statement,
however unintended, about how they felt about their old home).  The ancestors of the Boyds of Antigonish,
Glendale and River Bourgeois, and the MacFarlanes of Margaree are all listed, and other families who may
have come to Inverness County.

Many of the people who came to live in West Bay, and perhaps other parts of Inverness County, are
among the listed passengers on the “Sarah of Liverpool”, which arrived in Pictou in 1801 with MacIntoshes;
MacRaes; Grants, MacPhersons, etc., on board.

The “Commerce” arrived in Pictou in 1803 from Perthshire, with MacGregors, McLaurens, McIntoshes,
Reids and Robertsons, etc., on board.  The “Oughton” made two voyages for which lists survive - both to
PEI (1803 and 1804).

The “Humphreys” in 1806; the “Spencer” in 1806; the “Isle of Skye” and the “Elizabeth and Ann”  all
came to PEI; the “Clarendon” arrived in PEI  in 1808  with people from Colonsay, Glasgow, Rannoch,
Glencoe and other places - 208 on board.

No lists survive from two dozen or so other vessels which came to Pictou, Canso, PEI,  and other places.
With much work it would be possible, from the information on applications for land, family traditions, and,
from the names of vessels found in records of the arrival of ships in various ports, to constitute passenger
lists - an activity which somebody needs to undertake.

One other list survives which is well known in Inverness County:  It is published in MacDougall’s History
of Inverness County.  The vessel is the “Saint Lawrence”.  According to the information given to MacDougall ,
the vessel arrived in Ship Harbour (Port Hawkesbury)  in 1828 from the Port of Leith with two-hundred
and eight on board, as well as two-hundred and fifty chests, twenty trunks, fifty barrels and forty bags.  The
people are all said to have come from the Isle of Rum.

It is rumoured that another passenger list exists in private hands and that perhaps the “Saint  Lawrence”
came a year earlier.  Who has information about these local traditions?  Who still has one of the trunks or

A young girl by the
name of  Tanis; she
was 9 years old when
this picture was taken
in 1890.  The
photographer who took
the picture was
William Notman
“photographer to the
Queen”.  This young
lady had an Inverness
County connection.
She eventually lived in
Calgary in the early
years of  that city.
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ANCESTORS...Continued from previous page

WALKS AND TALKS - LOCAL ADVENTURES

In a well-known poem, Robert Frost encourages us to
seek out the joys of pathways less often traversed.
Throughout our county of Inverness, many pathways,
abandoned  roadways and walking trails take us to
places we haven’t seen.  A sampling follows:
1. Hill walk

About 1 km from the crossroads at Little Judique,
along Route 19, a woodroad through private property  leads the ambitious uphill walker to a splendid
panoramic view of Judique Harbour, the Creignish Hills and in the other direction across the bay to Cape
George.

On the very top of the ridge was once a house site - look for the remnants of the foundation of house and
barn!  But look out over the body of water  - perhaps  you will see current fishing boats or a large tanker
heading for the canal at the Causeway.

But recall the days of sailing vessels carrying immigrants from overseas as they searched for a harbour
where these new residents might come ashore.  Or go back further in time to the days of  First Nations,
people in canoes coming and going as they traveled between their relatives and friends on Prince Edward
Island and the mainland.

Not far along an old track across the side of this ridge lived John Noble, the first doctor of Inverness
County.  Here he came in the mid-1830s after coming from Scotland, from the Island of Tiree, where he
met Julia MacNiven whom he married and who became a noted midwife in the area.

On a sad day in 1843, Julia died on this ridge leaving six children and a sorrowing husband.  From here,
Dr. John Noble and his family moved to Ontario, and left the windy hillside behind.

This is a ridge, full of history and full of nature—blueberries and wild strawberries, a forest restoring itself
with every variety of tree that grows here, to be found.  And there are whispers of MacDonalds and Nobles
from years and years ago.

[This is a walk through private land, so walk lightly and respect the space. Twenty minutes up the hill and
fifteen down is a reasonable time - and take all the minutes you need to enjoy the quiet, the view and the
memories.]
2. Mountain walk

When did you last seem to touch the very earth, the solid rock of  Inverness County and at the same time be
close to the scudding clouds and the blueness of  a Maritime sky?

The walk up to the clear rock on the summit of  Salt Mountain at Whycocomagh is a long one and in places
a bit steep.  Good walking shoes and perhaps a walking stick are desirable.  But watch around you as you
climb - the path goes out from the far end of  the park at the base of  Salt Mountain; it is well marked.

To reach it, you walk through land first cleared by MacKinnons and MacDonalds, in-comers  from the
islands of  Tiree and North Uist  in the 1820s.  Here and there you may even see signs of  rock piles cleared
from the ground to provide fields more suitable for growing  crops.  Here too you will cross the stream,
which at times has a salty tang revealing underground deposits of  salt of  some kind.  Not far from the trail,
for a time indeed there was a hotel for people who came from distances to enjoy the salt spring and the salty
waters of  the  Bras d’Or.

The rocky pathway, well-marked and maintained by the Park people, brings the walker through groves of
Continues next page...Ancestors

barrels or chests which came with the passengers?  Can
anyone identify all the people on that list?  Some settled
in the area in back of Port Hastings and Port
Hawkesbury; others appear to have gone to Cape
Mabou and Ainslie Glen. But what of the rest?
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ANCESTORS...Continued from previous page

Looking down on the Cabot Trail from La Grand
Falaise.  1950’s photo. Continues  on page 19 ...Ancestors

softwood trees, relatively recent arrivals here, and then on to higher ground where the trunks of  older hard-
woods rise tall above.  Soon you are looking down on the tops of  the trees you walked amongst just a short
time ago.  Then, you are on the flat top and able to look over the leaves of  the birches and maples, the
beeches and a few oaks which once you saw ahead of  you.

So much growing all around -  wild flowers, ferns, mosses and small seedlings hopeful for the future,
unaware perhaps that the wind blows strong and often on this mountain top.  The ancient rock of  this island
is everywhere.  You are touching the results of  ages of  geological activity.  And there — attached to a huge
outcropping — is a reminder of  the transitory nature of  human life:  A memorial plaque recalling the life of
Hugh McLennan who died in the First World War, a person who loved Cape Breton and its great in-land sea.
Life and death and eternity are here at the top of  Salt Mountain.

Sit for a  long time; look at eagles flying parallel to you; focus your binoculars so that you can see way
across the lakes to the Washabuck Hills or Malagawatch.  See how small and insignificant are the trucks and
buses racing along the Trans-Canada highway far below.

Come at a dawn to see the light spread across Cape Breton, or at dusk to watch the sun disappear behind
Skye Mountain.  But be sure to allow twenty or thirty minutes to descend again to the green parkland below,
the old hay fields of  farmers long gone.

This is indeed a hidden treasure of  Inverness County - a place replete with history, geology, botany - and
the freshest of  air and the finest of  views:  The walk to the summit of  Salt Mountain.

3. Walk  Along the Shore
When did you last drive to Murphy’s Pond and leave your car behind to walk along the rocky beach and

gather shells and smooth stones?  When did you last look back to the fishing boats tied to the moorings, but
straining to be free; as free as you are to walk along an old track that leads to a rounded headland jutting out
into the harbour of Port Hood - or perhaps more precisely the bay between Port Hood Island and the
“mainland” (as Islanders call Cape Breton).

Take the walk slowly - for it is not a long way.  Soon you will be on the brow of the little hump of land.
But you can still smell the sea and hear the pounding waves and the noise of the tide as it advances and
retreats along the  beach below.

As you look at the stones you picked up and roll them
between your fingers, you know they have been here much
longer than any of the humans who have stood here - longer
than the earliest of Mi’kmaw; or the French who came here to
cut away stone from the nearby quarry and from Port Hood
Island to take to the other side of the  Island of Cape Breton
to build a great fortress town that soon  became rubble; or
the fishing folk who came here from the Channel Islands and
from  France itself; and even from  County Wexford - people
who realized you could stay here all  the year round - and
even grow potatoes along the shore!

In times not long ago, as the waves go and pebbles know,
a sand bar went from here over to Port Hood Island; a sand
bar with fishing stations allocated to various settlers who
arrived here from New  England, from New Jersey, from
Connecticut, from England and from Ireland.  Here was a
sand bar, no longer visible, which protected the inner harbour
from the water below us.  Human interference with natural
phenomena caused it to be washed away.

Here the Watts family set up housekeeping after they
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The Congregation was founded at Bignan, France,
on November 25th 1834, mainly to educate youth
and provide health care.  In 1902, an anti-clerical law
passed by the French government, banned religious
Sisters from teaching in the schools.  Eighty houses
owned by Les Filles de Jésus were thus closed, the
Sisters being ordered to leave the premises within 48
hours.  Would the Congregation survive this crisis or
be dissolved?  What could be done for the Sisters
now homeless and unprovided for?

After finding some refuge in Belgium and England,
the Sisters decided to explore the possibilities of
establishing the Congregation in America.  In
October of  1902, ten Sisters left for Alberta to work in the diocese of  St. Albert.  Then Mother Marie de
Ste-Elisabeth and Sister Marie Ste-Zénaide left for New York where they arrived on October 18th.  They
had no acquaintances in this city, no one expecting them or even aware of  their existence.  But they sought
advice and were encouraged to come to Eastern Canada.

Their first journey took them to Antigonish where Bishop Cameron received them kindly and was happy
to accept them in his diocese.  He invited them to write immediately to the parish priest of  Chéticamp who
wanted Sisters for his school.  There was, then, in Chéticamp, a convent and school building which had been
built for the Sisters of  Providence.  But these Sisters had just left the parish after a stay of  only two years.

Therefore, in October 1902, Mother Marie de Ste-Elisabeth wrote to Father Fiset offering the services of
Les Filles de Jésus, but he did not give any answer.
  From Arichat, where she had just opened the first

Canadian school of  Les Filles de Jésus, Mother Marie de
Ste-Elisabeth, encouraged by Bishop Cameron, under-
took, on January 9th 1903, a journey to Chéticamp
where she finally arrived on January 16th.  She visited
the large building which was ready for the Sisters, but
had to leave the parish without reaching any agreement,
the pastor having reopened negotiations with the Sisters
of  Providence.
  Finally, in June, Father Fiset wrote to Mother Marie de

Ste-Elisabeth that he was ready to accept Les Filles de
Jésus and asked her to send Sisters to Chéticamp not

later than the end of  August.
When the Sisters arrived on August 27th 1903, they were most cordially welcomed at the arrival of  the

boat by many of  the parishioners.
School opened in September with a good number of  pupils.  Thus began for Les Filles de Jésus a period

of  72 years of  teaching in Chéticamp.  From 1931 to 1999, they worked in the different departments of  the
Sacred Heart Hospital: administration, nursing, laundry, kitchen, housekeeping, and pastoral work.  From
1971 to 1977, they also served the residents of  Foyer Père Fiset.

LES FILLES DE JÉSUS CELEBRATE THEIR 100TH ANNIVERSARY IN CHÉTICAMP

Recently, the Congregation of  Les Filles de Jésus (The Daughters of  Jesus) celebrated their one-
hundredth anniversary in Chéticamp.  They had much to celebrate, as the story of  their history in this

area demonstrates.

The sisters participated in a Mass in celebration of  their 100th
anniversary          - [Daniel Aucoin photo]

Three of  the Sisters at the luncheon after Mass
  - [Daniel Aucoin photo]

Continued next page...Les Filles
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Since 1975, the Sisters no longer teach in NDA School, but they try to address other needs in the parish,
each one according to her capacities.

Today, we, Les Filles de Jésus of  2003, want to thank God for what we have been given to experience and
to accomplish during the last hundred years in this wonderful parish of  Chéticamp and in all the other
parishes of  Inverness County where we were privileged to work.  We also want to thank you, the parishion-
ers of  Chéticamp and the surrounding parishes for welcoming and co-operating with the Congregation as a
whole and with each one of  the Sisters
who was sent to live and work in your
midst.  [French translation follows]

LES FILLES...Continued from previous page

Le Choeur du Havre, under the direction of  Michel Aucoin, entertained at the
banquet.    - [Daniel Aucoin photo]

La Congregation des Filles de Jésus est
née à Bignan en France le 25 novembre
1834, sa mission principale étant
l’éducation de la jeunesse et le soin des
malades.  Or en 1902, le gouvernement
français passe une loi qui chasse les
religieuses de leurs écoles.  D’un seul
coup, quatre-vingts maisons des Filles de
Jésus sont fermées avec ordre de quitter
les lieux dans les 48 heures.  La
Congrégation va-t-elle survivre ou périr?  Et que faire pour ces religieuses qui, soudainement, se trouvent
sans abri et sans travail?

Après avoir trouvé un certain refuge en Belgique et en Angleterre, on décide d’explorer les possibilites
d’établir la Congrégation en Amérique.  En octobre 1902, dix soeurs vont travailler en Alberta dans le
diocèse de St-Albert.  Puis, Mère Marie de Ste-Élisabeth et Sr Marie Ste-Zénaïde s’embarquent pour New
York où elles arrivent le 18 octobre.  Elles ne connaissent personne, mais elles demandent conseil et on les
encourage à se diriger vers l’est du Canada.

Leur premier voyage les amène à Antigonish où Mgr Cameron les écoute avec intérêt et se dit heureux de
les accueillir dans son diocèse.  Il les invite à se mettre immédiatement en relation avec le curé de Chéticamp
qui désire des religieuses pour son école.  A ce moment, il y a à Chéticamp un couvent-école inhabité qui a

été construit pour les Soeurs de la Providence.
Mais celles-ci viennent de quitter la paroisse après
y avoir passé deux ans seulement.  Mère Marie de
Ste-Élisabeth écrit donc au Père Fiset en ce mois
d’octobre 1902 pour lui offrir les services des
Filles de Jésus, mais elle ne reçoit aucune réponse.
   D’Arichat où elle vient d’ouvrir la première
école des Filles de Jésus au Canada, Mère Marie
de Ste-Elisabeth, encouragée par Mgr Cameron,
entreprend, le 9 janvier 1903, de se rendre à
Chéticamp où elle arrive le 16 janvier.  Elle visite
la grande maison qui attend les soeurs, mais doit
repartir sans pouvoir conclure aucun arrange-
ment, les négociations étant reprises entre le Père
Fiset et les Soeurs de la Providence.
    Finalement, dans le courant du mois de juin, le
Père Fiset écrit à Mère Marie de Ste-Élisabeth

The children’s ward at the Sacred Heart Hospital.  Nurse on the left
and marked by an “X”, is Germaine (à Thomas Charles)
Bourgeois.  Who are the children?  The nurse on the right?  If  you
know, please contact the Editor. Continued next page...Les Filles
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qu’il est prêt à recevoir les Filles de Jésus et la prie de lui
envoyer des soeurs au plus tard vers la fin du mois
d’août.  Quand les soeurs arrivent à Chéticamp le 27
août 1903, elles sont très cordialement accueillies au
bateau par plusieurs paroissiens.
Les classes s’ouvrent en septembre avec un bon nombre

d’élèves.  Ainsi commence pour les Filles de Jésus une
période de 72 ans d’enseignement dans cette paroisse de
Chéticamp.   Puis, de 1931 à 1999, elles travaillent aussi
à l’Hôpital du Sacré-Coeur, soit comme administratrices,
infirmieres, cuisinieres, ménagères ou agentes de pasto-
rale.   De 1971 à 1977, on les retrouve au service du
Foyer Père Fiset.  Depuis 1975, elles ne sont plus

présentes à l’école
NDA, mais elles
essaient de
répondre à
d’autres besoins
dans la paroisse,
chacune selon ses
possibilités.
    Aujourd’hui,
nous, les Filles de
Jésus de 2003,
nous voulons
rendre grâce à
Dieu pour ce qu’il
nous a permis de

vivre et de faire au long des cent dernières années dans cette belle paroisse de Chéticamp et dans les autres
paroisses du comté Inverness où nous avons eu la chance de travailler.  Nous voulons aussi vous remercier,
vous, les paroissiens de Chéticamp et des environs, pour votre accueil et pour la collaboration que vous avez
apportée à la Congrégation en général et à chacune des soeurs qui a vécu et oeuvré dans votre milieu.

LES FILLES...Continued from previous page

October 1960, the nuns conduct a meeting.

Two of  the sisters with nurse, Stella Burns, holding a baby.
Who is the baby?  Who are the sisters?

The nuns and the nurses worked together

[From the Archives - Les Filles de Jésus, Moncton - June 2003]

TTTTThe Sisters of  "Les Filles de Jesus" who were born in Inverness County and still serve with the order:
Eugénie Doucet (Marie Euchariste)
Lillian Cormier (M. Ste Darie)
Laurette Chiasson (M. Blanche de Jésus)
Hilda Deveau (Marie Géraldine)
Catherine Chiasson (St-Daniel Marie)
Louise Boudreau (M. Laurentia)
Agnes LeBlanc (Sophie Maria)
Edna Cormier (M. Yvonne des Anges)
Lucie Anne LeFort (Arsène Maria)
Adèle Boudreau (Esther Maria)
Marguerite Bellefontaine (M. Héléna du S.C.)
Stella Bellefontaine (Léon M. du S.C.)
Mathilde Roach (M. Pierre Vincent)
Marie Gallant (M. Annunciata)
M. Thérèse Arsenault (Blandine Maria)
Lucie Chiasson (M. Placide du S.C.)

Mathilde Maillet (Louise M. du S.C.)
Lucie Cormier (M. Pierre Thomas)
Lorraine Doucet (M. Lina du S.C.)
Rita Poirier (Marie de l'Emmanuel)
Rita Deveau (Hubert Maria)
Hélène Lelièvre (M. Luce du Sauveur)
Rita Chiasson (Anne Marie Marguerite)
Agnès Bellefontaine (M. Ste-Marguerite)
Dora Bourgeois (M. Dorothée)
Esther Poirier (M. Jean André)
M. Hélène Poirier (St-Lucius M.)
Virginie Poirier (Rosaire M.)
Rose-Hélène Chiasson (M. Ste-Eugénie)
Jeannette Cormier (Léo M.)
Fernande Chiasson (Roberta M.)



The Participaper Page 11

TTTTThe Rural Volunteers Project arrived in Inverness County February
28, 2003 in the form of  a well attended conference held at the Belle
Côte Community Centre.  One of  several held throughout the province
in the past year to encourage joint action, cooperation and networking
amongst rural volunteer groups, organizations and individuals, these
conferences are seen as “first steps” to building healthy communities.
As such, the volunteer community was brought together for these
conferences in an effort to determine what volunteer organizations,
groups and individuals in Nova Scotia’s rural areas require to make
their volunteering efforts easier, more efficient, worthwhile and
fulfilling.

With introductions out of  the way, Susan Sanford of  Windsor
(Coordinator of  the Rural Volunteers Project Phases 1 and 2) had the
participants break up into small groups.  These groups were tasked to
find answers to the question,  “We know we need volunteers, but do
we know what volunteers need?”

When these small groups reported back to the group-at-large some
common themes emerged.  These ranged from: “Our organizations
need more people to become involved as volunteers”; “we need a
mechanism to recruit youth volunteers”; “we need support from
community, government agencies and family”; “we need skills to match volunteer needs”; “we need to be
reimbursed for expenses we incur in our volunteer activities”; “we need to know the long and short term
goals of  the organization we volunteer for and what is expected of  us as volunteers”; to --- “ we need
support from community, government, agencies and family”.

After the reports had been completed, the same groups were assigned to seek answers to a follow-up
question, “What can we do (based on the responses to the first question)?”  This exercise elicited many
excellent ideas.  One in particular --- to establish an umbrella organization (with a paid staff) responsible for
all volunteer organizations in the county (amongst other responsibilities, this office would undertake to
organize training, coordination, recruitment and networking opportunities, etcetera for local volunteers and
volunteer organizations).  Many other excellent ideas were advanced (these are listed separately on the next
page).
After enjoying a delicious catered lunch, the small groups again reported their findings back to the group- at-
large.  At the end of  the day, each individual was asked to choose the three items (from the responses to the
“What can we do?” question) they felt were most critical to advancing solutions to the problems of

RURAL VOLUNTEERS PROJECT VISITS INVERNESS COUNTY

Clockwise from top left:  Jean-Roland
Aucoin and Yvon Leblanc, organizers of
the event.  Barbara Leblanc sitting with
Susan Sanford, the Rural Volunteers
Project Coordinator.

The participants were very involved in the workshop
discussions

Continued next page...RURAL
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volunteering in today’s
environment.

The following ten
priorities were identified
(in order of  votes
received):  1) Need for
an umbrella organiza-
tion; 2) develop a policy
for student contribution
as volunteers (for school
credit); 3) increase
government awareness

of the
actual
dollar
value
of the
number
o f
hours
volun-
teers
contrib-
ute; 4)
get

speakers into the schools to encourage the students to volunteer;
5) help organizations by putting on drives to recruit younger
volunteers; 6) lobby government on the liability issue; 7) each
region have a volunteer coordinator assigned to work for them
(doing administrative chores, writing funding proposals, etc.); 8)
volunteer organizations should have training on how to “time
manage” meetings; 9) ensure that minutes of  meetings are
recorded and distributed to volunteers to keep them abreast of
what is happening in the organization; and 10) implement training
programs for the volunteers.

The Rural Volunteers Project Coordinator has submitted her
findings from this conference to the Rural Volunteers Project
Steering Committee.  This committee is now in the process of
formulating the “next steps” to be undertaken in our area based on
these findings.

The local organizers of  the conference were Yvon Leblanc of
Belle Côte and Jean-Roland Aucoin of  Chéticamp, Board members
of  Community Links.  Community Links is one of  the sponsors of
the Rural Volunteers Project in partnership with Recreation Nova
Scotia, the Nova Scotia Cancer Society, the Heart and Stroke
Foundation and the Coastal Communities Network.  Community
Links is a provincial association of  160 community organizations

RURAL...Continued from previous page

The participants took their work very seriously
as they endeavoured to find answers to the
questions posed by the Coordinator.

Continued next page...Rural

“WHAT CAN WE DO (TO GIVE

VOLUNTEERS WHAT THEY NEED TO

MAKE THEIR JOBS EASIER, ETC?”

o Establish an umbrella organization
to represent volunteers from all of
the communities in the county
o Form a networking group to meet
regularly
o Training for the volunteers
o Provide volunteers with back-
ground information on the organiza-
tion for which they are volunteering
o Time manage meetings
o Have social time after meetings,
discourage chit-chat during meetings
o Distribute minutes of  meetings to
the volunteers
o Bring a friend to a meeting and
introduce them to volunteering
o Liaise with other volunteer groups
o Each region have a paid volunteer
coordinator to work for them
o Provide incentives for volunteering
(tax breaks) and reimburse out-of-
pocket expenses to volunteers (gas,
for example)
o Draw for prizes at meetings
o Recruit youth volunteers
o Have speakers in schools to
encourage young people to become
volunteers
o Develop a policy for student
contribution to volunteering
o Organize a gray power lobby
o Recruit newcomers to become
volunteers
o Find ways to retain older volun-
teers
o Lobby government on volunteer
liability issue
o Increase government awareness of
the dollar value of  volunteer contri-
bution
o Develop a website to post:

Volunteer jobs
Volunteer opportunities
Announcements
Communication channel
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building healthy communities and enhancing the
quality of  life for seniors and others in rural Nova
Scotia, through community development and
volunteer action.

Many thanks to the participants who came out to
the conference; some from as far afield as Framboise,
Main-a-Dieu and Sydney as well as all areas of
Inverness County.  Over 30 attendees representing
numerous organizations attended this event.   ❖

RURAL...Continued from previous page

Undated postcard of  earlier days in Chéticamp.  Left to right:  Doctor’s
house, Sacred Heart hospital, convent and Église St. Pierre.

La Societe de St-Pierre
North Inverness Palliative Care Society
Le Club des Retraites de Cheticamp
Knights of Columbus Council 3850
Les Dames de Ste-Anne
Royal Canadian Legion
Royal Canadian Legion Ladies’ Auxiliary
Margaree Harbor Authority
Belle Cote Community Center
Margaree Salmon Hatchery Association (ADAM)
Cape Breton Highlands Academy School Advisory
Council
College de l’Acadie
LeMoine Development Association
L’association des femmes acadiennes
Sacred Heart Community Health Center Auxiliary
North Inverness Community Health Board
The following municipal representatives also attended:
Gloria LeBlanc, Municipal Councillor, Belle Cote;
John Cotton, Director of  the Inverness County
Recreation and Tourism Department; and Anna Lee
MacEachern, Literacy Coordinator and employee with
Recreation and Tourism Department.

List of  Organizations/Groups who had a representative
at the Rural Volunteers Project, Phase 2 Symposium:

W
Honestly assess your skills and equipment and know your limits and those of  all members in your group.
Carry, and know how to use, first aid and safety equipment.
Dress appropriately and be prepared for all possible weather conditions.
Ensure you are self-sufficient, and are able to spend the night in an emergency.
If  you are lost or injured, stay put and make it easy for rescuers to find you.
Your wilderness travel kit should include the following:
• Warm and weatherproof  clothing, worn in layers
• Small garden trowel - for digging holes for human waste disposal
• Portable cooking stove and an adequate supply of  fuel
• Flashlight and/or candle lantern
• Small strainer - for dish water
• Reusable food containers
• First aid and survival kit with map and compass
• Binoculars - for viewing wildlife from a distance
• Method of  water purification
• Collapsible or portable basin for carrying water and washing dishes
• Plastic bags for carrying out waste
• Free-standing tent and a lightweight tarp.
Note:  Wilderness travellers should assume that all surface water may be contaminated with water-borne pathogens/
diseases.  Therefore, it is prudent to choose drinking water from flowing sources, and properly treat it by boiling,
filtering or chemical purification.
Avoid future water contamination by practicing "Leave No Trace" techniques for waste disposal.
For further information on travelling in wilderness areas of  Nova Scotia contact the Nova Scotia Department of
Tourism and Culture or visit www.exploreNS.com.

HEN TRAVELLING IN BACK COUNTRY WILDERNESS AREAS:
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Inverness County has an abundance of  trails available for the beginning, intermediate, serious, or “just for
fun” hiker.  Some of  these are shared trails (ATV’s, snowmobiles, bicycles) but there are many, many wilder-
ness and other, not so isolated hiking trails.
For more information on these trails, contact
the people below:
Inverness County Trails Federation -
John Austin  945-2588
Ceilidh Coastal Trails Association -
Allan MacDonald  787-2725
Maple Ridge Runners -
Bernie MacNeil  625-3675
Judique Flyer Trails Association -
Blaise MacEachern  787-3251
West Mabou Trails -
Nadine Hunt  945-2408
Cape Mabou Trail System -
Ian Sherman    258-2848

Whycocomagh Development Association Office  -
756 -3277
Margaree & Area Development Association -
Gordon Laurence  235-2658
Margaree Lifestyles Park  -
Mary Stepaniak   248 -2878
Cape Breton Highlands National Park - 224-2306
Meat Cove Trails - Derrick MacLellan - 383-3381

Blaise MacEachern (foreground) and Jackie Brideau head towards
Port Hastings during a run in early June 2003.
[Photo by Grant McDaniel]

A total of  25 bridges were recently built along the
Inverness county leg of  the Trans Canada Trail by
Canadian military engineers as a part of  the
“Bridges across Canada” initiative. The bridges
are of  great use to all who use the trail, and
provided the soldiers with valuable field experience,
while increasing the military’s profile in rural Cape
Breton.

[Photo by Grant McDaniel]

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR TRAILS IN INVERNESS COUNTY

Note:  Local trails associations:  If  your contact
information does not appear here that means we don’t
have an up-to-date listing for you.  Please contact the
Recreation/Tourism office at 787-3507 to update your
information.  We are planning an in-depth story on
the trails for the next issue of  The Participaper (due in
mailboxes in mid-September) and would like to have
your information for that story.



The Participaper Page 15

TRIP ITINERARY
Copy compliments of:
Nova Outdoors &
N.S. Federation of Anglers & Hunters

Complete this form prior to an outdoor adventure and leave it with a responsible person.  YOUR LIFE MAY
DEPEND ON IT!  In the event that you do not return from your trip as stated in this itinerary, it will be given to
police and search & rescue organizers.
START:   Day of  week                      Date                Month                       Year
RETURN:  Day of  week                  Date                 Month                      Year

PURPOSE OF TRIP:        Day Hike       1/2 Day Hike        Overnight Hike        Climbing       Fishing
    Hunting        Skiing         Snowmobiling       Canoeing          Kayaking        ATVing
    Mushroom Picking          Berry Picking         Other:

THE TRIP:     General Area:                                                          Specific Area:
Intended Route In  (be specific):
Intended Route Out (be specific):
Destination:
Local landmarks (i.e. watershed, etc.):
Map Used (name/number):

TRANSPORTATION USED TO AND FROM THE STARTING/ENDING POINT
OF THE TRIP:
Vehicle License No.:                                   Make/Model:                                  Colour:
Owner:
or Dropped off  at starting point by:
Name:                                                                      Tel.#:
Time: Day: Date:       /      /                          Proposed pickup location:

OTHER RECREATIONAL VEHICLES USED BY THE GROUP:
(Boats, ATVs, Snowmobiles, etc.)

EQUIPMENT/SUPPLIES TAKEN:
   Backpack       Water         Fire starter         First Aid Kit         Flashlight         Whistle        Stove
   Skis          Food for how many days?  _______ per person

(*provide all details, including phone #’s, radio frequencies, etc.):
   Radio type & frequencies *
   Personal Locator Beacon*
   Signalling Devices (be specific)*
   Extra clothing
   Cellular Phone *                                        Tent (colour)                                                  Sun protection

     Firearms (be specific)*

I/WE WILL NOTIFY THE CONTACT(S) LISTED HERE IF WE DEPART FOR A
DIFFERENT AREA OR DESTINATION:
NAME 1:  NAME 2:
Address: Address:
Phone: Phone:
Relationship: Relationship:

NOTIFICATION of  POLICE and SEARCH & RESCUE:
If  I/We are not back from this trip by
Date:      Time:                am/pm         Please NOTIFY THE POLICE!
Signature: Date:

THIS FORM COULD SAVE YOUR LIFE - TAKE THE TIME TO COMPLETE IT AND LEAVE IT WITH SOMEONE!!
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TTTTThe Inverness Academy parking lot was “chock-a-
block” with cars on Saturday morning June 7th.  The
annual  Seniors’ Games were underway with well over
200 county seniors in attendance.

Inside, the seniors were busily playing cards, visiting
the many interesting booths, participating in workshops,
and generally enjoying themselves. Elsewhere in town
some of  the participants were engaged in a hotly con-
tested game of  horseshoes at the Inverness Lodge, while
others played darts at the Knights of  Columbus.

After a break to enjoy a tasty lunch and regroup, all of
the participants gathered in the gym to enjoy some
excellent entertainment.  Who knew what comedic talent

lay
quietly
hidden behind the normally demure demeanor of  the
troupers who presented their skits to gales of  laughter.
Or, that there were talented musicians in attendance
capable of  producing such toe-tapping, lively music: But
of  course, this is Inverness County after all - a place
where the residents are literally saturated with talent in all
areas of  the arts.

Sponsored by the Inverness County Department of
Recreation/Tourism, this was the 7th year the games have
been held.  The focus of  the games is to highlight active
living and promote social interaction and achievement
through participation and friendly competition.

The Department would like to extend a sincere thank
you to all of  the individuals who so generously volun-

teered their time and talent to make this day such a success.  Once again the seniors of  the county had the
opportunity to participate in a day of  friendly
competition, entertainment and socializing through
the efforts of  those many selfless volunteers who
shared their expertise.  Without them this event
would not have been possible.

A very special thank you also goes out to the
following businesses and organizations that pro-
vided volunteers and resources both in the prepara-
tion and hosting of  the games.  Staff  and Students
of  Inverness Academy,  the Inverness Lodge (in
particular Greg Hagey who spearheaded the efforts
at the Lodge), The Knights of  Columbus (especially
Kevin Deagle who organized the event held there
and found the volunteers to run it), Service Canada,
the RCMP, the Inverness Garden Club,

Continued next page ...Seniors

Donna MacDonald of  the Municipal Recreation/
Tourism Department was busy throughout the day helping
make sure everything ran smoothly (and it did!).

The seniors kept Kim Lok at the health services booth
busy.  (Many thanks to Freeman’s Pharmacy for
providing this service.)

The hard working ladies of  the Inverness Volunteer Fire
Department’s Ladies Auxiliary made sure that everyone
enjoyed a delicious lunch.  Thank you, Lena O’Connor, Jean
MacIsaac, Anne Basker, Olga Smith and Shawna MacLellan.
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Inverness Consolidated Memorial Hospital,  and the
Inverness Volunteer Fire Department Ladies Auxiliary.
A very special thank you to Freeman’s PharmaChoice
(and Mrs. Bradley in particular).  Not only did they
provide supplies and staff for the blood glucose testing,
but they also donated some terrific door prizes and
topped it off with enough bottled water for 250 partici-
pants.   This was greatly appreciated by all who partici-
pated in the days events and most especially by the

darts and horseshoe teams.
By all reports, it appears that the participants had

a wonderful time and are looking forward to next
year’s event.  For this year’s results, turn to the next
page.

Continued from previous page ...

Below - A typical day
at the doctor’s office?

Above - Something
“fishy” was going
on at this home.

Hobbyists displayed their crafts

On the left - a
“cooking” class that
rhymed.

Talented musicians entertained

The audience paid close attention to the entertainers

The gardening workshop drew a large number of
interested participants
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RESULTS OF SENIOR GAMES 2003

OOOOOne aspect of  the Inverness County Senior Games is the Competitive Event.  This year’s competitions
included Cribbage, 45s, Bridge, Horseshoes and Darts.  Winners of  these events  were each presented with
medals.  A list of  winners of  each event follows:
Bridge
1st Mary Boudreau & Luce LeBlanc- Club Des Retraités, Chéticamp
2nd(tie) Emily MacDonald & Martha Macdonald - Evergreen, Port Hawkesbury

Germaine Maillet & Amelia Chiasson -Club Des Retraités, Chéticamp
3rd Alice McMaster & Vince McMaster- Namara, Inverness
Crib
1st Kathleen Chiasson & Annie Rose Chiasson - Club Des Retraités, Chéticamp
2nd Christopher O’ Brien & Elizabeth O’Brien - Mabou
3rd Annie Ferguson & Agnes MacDougall - Evergreen, Port Hawkesbury
45’s
1st Jessie MacLennan & Annie MacIsaac - SW Margaree
2nd Jane Watts & Georgina Phillips - NE Margaree
3rd Eddie Chisholm & D.R. MacKinnon - Namara , Inverness
Horseshoes
1st Joe & Rita Breininger -  Club Des Retraités, Chéticamp
2nd Henry VanVolson & Ernest Macdonald - Namara, Inverness
3rd John D. MacDonald & Vincent Graham - Kildonan, Judique
Darts
1st Marney Urquhart & Mary Urquhart - Head of the Bay, West Bay
2nd Billy MacDonnell & Angus Kennedy - Namara, Inveness
3rd Colette MacDonnell & Eleanor Gillis - New Horizons, Margaree

In addition, these winners earned points for their respective Clubs.  First place finishers were awarded 5
points, second place 3 points, and 3rd place 2 points.  Each club also received one point for an entry in the
competitive events, plus an automatic 5 points for entering a Banner and Entertainment in the day’s
activities.  Overall Standings are as follows:
1st place with 28 points - Club DesRetraités Chéticamp
2nd place with 23 points - Namara, Inverness
3rd place with 19 points -  Evergreen, Port Hawkesbury

THE PARTICIPAPER ACCEPTS

UNSOLICITED ARTICLES,
PHOTOGRAPHS, ARTWORK,
POETRY, AND OTHER WORK

DEEMED TO BE OF A NON-
COMMERCIAL NATURE AND OF

PARTICULAR INTEREST TO

INVERNESS COUNTY RESI-
DENTS.  ALL SUBMISSIONS

CONSIDERED FOR PUBLICA-
TION.  CONTACT THE EDITOR

Access by ATV has opened areas once
considered remote to all but the occa-
sional determined naturalist.  Careful
use of ATVs can add a new dimension
to our ability to get close to nature.
However, improper use

and disregard of the envi-
ronment being traversed can lead to
serious problems.  When out ATVing
and enjoying all that nature has to
offer, please remember to treat her
(nature) gently.
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Orangedale Railway Station -
Open House Orangedale off 105 September 21
West Bay Road Fall Fair West Bay Rd       off  104/105 September 19 to 21
Celtic Colours International Music Festival, Cape Breton
(Island-wide) October 10 to 18
CABOT TRAIL:

Three Fiddler Concerts, Normaway Inn Barn
Ceilidh & Dances Margaree Valley Jun 21 to Oct 18
Firefighters Fun Days NE Margaree July 4  to 6
Belle Cote Days Belle Cote July 24 to 27
Festival de l’Escaouette Chéticamp August 1 to 3
Margaree Summer Festival Margaree Forks August 2  to 3
Outdoor Scottish Concert St. Joseph du Moine August 10
Celtic Colours International Music Festival, Cape Breton
(Island-wide) October 10 to 18
The Inverness County Summer & Fall Events 2003 brochure is available at on-island Visitor
Information Centres and the Recreation/Tourism Office, call: 787-2274.

ANCESTORS...Continued from page 7

came from Southwestern
England in their own sailing
vessel; here Captain Benjamin
Worth moored his ship as he
brought the Rev. Dr. MacGregor
from Pictou.  Not far from here,
in the middle of the winter of
1789, Captain David Smith lost
his life as he hunted seals.

The wind still blows as it did
then; the salt  spray still coats the
face;  the pebbles a reminder of
the geology which is so evident.
And should you be here as the
sun sinks down into the Gulf of
St. Lawrence,  you are gifted
with the wonders of colour and
a reminder of the constant
movement of the earth.
  This is a special place - not far
away, easy to reach, and full of
the threads of time carefully
woven around you.  Large new
fishing boats, but an old craft in
itself; an old  pathway but ever
new; and more pebbles to pick
up and cherish.  Time and no
time. ❖

Continued from page 27 ...Events

NATIONAL COACHING CERTIFICATION
PROGRAMS:
NCCP Level One course will be  offered this fall at Inverness
Academy September 12, 13, & 14.  A Level Two will be held in
Port Hawkesbury the weekend of September 19, 20 and 21
and October 3, 4, & 5.  For more information on future NCCP
clinics in the Cape Breton Region, or any region throughout
the Province, contact the Inverness County Recreation
Department at 787-3506 or 3507.
CAPE BRETON REGION (For Any Sport):
LEVEL 1  - Fee: $25.00
Dates: Sept. 12, 13 & 14
Location: Inverness Academy, Inverness County
Contact: Johnnie Cotton, 787-3506
Dates: October 17, 18, & 19
Location: UCCB, Sydney
Contact: Jack Porter, 539 - 5300 ext 1215
LEVEL II - Fee: $35.00
Dates: Sept. 19, 20, 21 and Oct. 3, 4, & 5
Location: SAERC, Port Hawkesbury
Contact: Jim Pyke, 625-7899
Dates: February 7, 8, 9 & 10, 2004
Location: UCCB, Sydney
Contact: Jack Porter, 539 - 5300 ext 1215
CCCCCThe Level 1 and 2 Theory Courses includes an in-class
workbook which must be successfully completed before
certification will be granted.
CPre-requisite for Theory Courses - candidates must be 16
years of age prior to or on the date of the course.
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A
lthough the Inverness County Centre for the Arts has yet to celebrate its official opening (the
ceremony is scheduled for July 20, 2003), it is nevertheless already abuzz with activity.  Indeed
some events have already taken place.

Everyone is encouraged to join the Inverness County Council of  the Arts.  There are no pre-requisites for
membership - artists, art lovers and members of  the general public are all welcome.  A membership form is
included on page 20 for your convenience, why not complete it now and either mail it back or drop it off  at
the centre.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS - CENTRE FOR THE ARTS

[*complete information on quilting workshops is included on the next page ]

The summer season (2003) at the centre will run from July 21st until September 16th.  The hours of
operation are 10am - 6pm, 7 days a week.  For off-season hours of operation, call the centre.

Staff  at the centre are already hard at work preparing for the annual Hands Dancing exhibition, and are
primed to take bookings for future exhibitions.  They are also in the process of  scheduling some art classes,
workshops, live performances, other media events, community events, parties, weddings, and symposiums.
Anyone wishing to make bookings is encouraged to contact them well ahead of  the proposed event.

With views to the ocean, a beautifully bright reception and celebration room (equipped with a bar and
catering (warming) kitchen) can host a variety of  functions and parties.  This multi-purpose space also houses
state-of-the-art equipment for video and first rate cinema presentations, and music and theatre performance.

A large central exhibition hall, and a second smaller gallery will soon come to life with the work of  our
talented artists.  The gallery retail shop will be selling fine arts and crafts created by county artisans and
artists.  A web site and e-commerce retail services are well underway.

An ocean vista can be enjoyed from the large area of  studio and workshop space.  This space is available to
artists and craftspeople and will also accommodate class instruction and workshops.  Rounding out the
excellent utilization of  space, accessible public washrooms and a CAP site are also housed in the building.
(At the moment, the CAP site hours of  operation are Monday to Friday, 10:00 a.m. to 5 p.m.).  Building
security is provided by a state-of-the-art security system.
The event schedule which follows is fairly dynamic, as events are added daily.

THE OPENING FOR HANDS DANCING AND THE OPEN HOUSE FOR THE NEW ART CENTRE ARE BEING COM-
BINED INTO ONE GRAND EVENT ON JULY 20!  This is an event not to be missed - and the Inverness Gather-
ing is the next day! Come celebrate!  Help us toast Inverness County’s beautiful new Art Gallery and Centre,
now open and ready to serve you.  The staff  is wonderful and wants to meet you.  The Centre is open
Monday - Friday, and on weekends while Hands Dancing is on display.  Valerie, Lindsay, Laura, Susan, RJ and
Joanne will be happy to see you!

June 21 Summer Solstice Market & Breakfast
June 25 An Evening of  Traditional Songs
June 27 Inverness County Singers Concert
July 1 Afternoon Family Film

featured film: A Neverending Story
July 8, 10, 15, 17 Quilting Workshop*
July 13 - August 29 Hands Dancing Artist Exhibition
July 20 Official Grand Opening
July 20 - July 26 Show of Hands Exhibition
July 30 An Evening of  Traditional Songs
August 5, 7, 12, 14 Quilting Workshop*

FFFFFeel free to contact the centre for
more information on booking
events at the centre, or for
information on other programs
and services
offered.  Phone:
258-2533, fax,
258-2277, email
ICCA@ns.
sympatico.ca or
write to Box 709
Inverness, B0E
1N0.

INVERNESS COUNTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS
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QUILTING I: WORKSHOP FOR BEGINNERS - A TABLERUNNER

This workshop will run July 8, 10, 15, 17
9:00 am to 12:00 noon
Instructor Margie Maclsaac (902) 258-2338

Materials list: 100% Cotton Fabric as follows:
A.  1 metre multiprint - the focus fabric
B.   1/4 metre medium color from multiprint
C.  1/8 meter dark color from multiprint
sewing thread and quilting thread in grey or beige
quilting needles size #8 or #9 or #10
thimble, rotary cutting tools or scissors, sewing machine in good working order
Batting for quilt will be available from instructor.

AT THE CENTRE - QUILTING WORKSHOPS

Quilting I Quilting II

Name:
Address:

Phone:
Enclose fee: $60.00 per course     Sewing machine rental $30.00 (a few available)
Mail to: Margie Maclsaac, 232 Deepdale Rd., R.R.#1 Inverness, N.S, BOE 1NO

QUILTING WORKSHOPS - REGISTRATION FORM

QUILTING II:  CELTIC DESIGN QUILTED WALL HANGING

August 5, 7, 12, 14  /  9:00 am to 12:00 noon
Instructor Margie Maclsaac (902) 258-2338

Materials List: A. 1/2 metre multicolored print (floral)
for insert, narrow border and binding. Choose colors
from this print for B and C fabrics.
B. 1 metre dark fabric (one color or tone on tone) for
bias, wide border and quilt back.
C. 1/2 metre light fabric (one color or tone on tone) for
background.
Batting: Available from instructor.
Sewing thread and quilting thread - grey or beige
Cutting tools, needles, thimble, sewing machine in good
working condition.

INVERNESS COUNTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP - INVERNESS COUNTY COUNCIL OF THE ARTS

* ICCA will issue receipts for donations, but not for membership fees
  Canadian Registered Charity Number 881684427RR0001

TO JOIN OR RENEW YOUR ICCA MEMBERSHIP
Complete this form, and return it with your payment to the Inverness County Centre for the Arts, PO Box
709, Inverness, NS, B0E 1N0
Membership rates are as follows: ______ Individual $20.00   ($17.39 +$2.61 HST)

______Seniors (65+) & Students $10.00    ($8.70 + $1.30 HST)
______Family $35.00   ($30.44 + $4.56 HST)

Donation*:___________

Name:_____________________________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________________________

Phone: __________    Fax:__________  Email:_________________________

Areas(s) of interest:_____________________________________

If  you wish to volunteer & participate in events at the Arts Centre, please indicate areas for which you are
available:
____reception/event set-up            ____reception/event clean-up          ____gardening/landscaping

____gallery shop           ____exhibition set-up             ____work shops             _____fundraising events

The Inverness County Council of  the Arts (ICCA) is a charitable not-for-profit organization.  ICCA's
mission is to promote exhibitions and cultural events that showcase artists in the community, and to create
awareness of  the opportunities and benefits associated with the arts.

The new Inverness County Centre for the Arts is a unique professional gallery promoting and supporting
local arts and culture.  Located in the north end of  Inverness, the arts centre offers a large exhibit space,
studio space, a catering kitchen and reception room, a c@p site, The Number 2 Café, and The Gallery Shop.
The annual Hands Dancing Exhibition opens at the centre July13, 2003.
Membership Includes:

* Notification of  upcoming events and exhibits
* Voting rights at the Annual General Meeting
* Access to ICCA resources and services to artists

HELP WANTED:  ICCA is currrently looking to
develop a film committee - as film nights will be
an ongoing event at the centre.  If you are a film
buff, and would like to volunteer at film nights
(to work just prior to the movie), please contact
us (258-2533).

The culture sector has emerged as one of
the fastest-growing sectors in Nova
Scotia, with an estimated value of $808
million.  The sector supports more than
29,000 direct and indirect jobs. - NS Dept of
Tourism and Culture

ICCA believes that a large membership base is its
most valuable resource.  We hope you will become a
member at this important time in our history - when
our dream of  an arts centre has finally been
realized.   ❖
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 BRANCHES:  SUMMER HOURS:          JULY AND AUGUST, 2003
MARGAREE FORKS    Tel/Fax: 248-2821
Monday        1:30 - 4:30 &  6:30 - 8:30
Tue &  Wed                        6:30 - 8:30
Thursday                        10:00 - 12:00
                   1:30 - 4:30 &  6:30 - 8:30
Friday                                1:30 - 4:30
Saturday                             2:00 - 4:30

PT HAWKESBURY  Tel/Fax 625-2729
Mon., Wed., & Thu           3:00 - 8:00
Tuesday & Friday               9:00 - 2:00
Saturday                         CLOSED

HOURS:  LIBR@RY LINKS:   JULY, AUGUST, AND SEPTEMBER 2003

INVERNESS EDUCATION CENTRE

(every 2 weeks)   Thursdays
12:00 - 5:30 &  6:00 - 8:00
July 3, 17, 31    August 14, 28
September 11, 25

JUDIQUE COMMUNITY CENTRE

(every 4 weeks)  Wednesdays
4:30 - 5:30 &  6:00 - 7:30
July 2, 30    August 27
Sept. 24

PORT HOOD RESOURCE CENTRE

(every 4 weeks)  Tuesdays
3:30 - 5:30 & 6:00 - 7:30
July 22      August 19
September 16

MABOU, DALBRAE ACADEMY

(every 2 weeks)  Wednesdays
3:45 - 5:30 &  6:00 - 8:00
July 9,  23    August (no visit)
September 3, 17

ST. JOSEPH DU MOINE/CENTRE SAINT-
JOSEPH (every 2 weeks)   Thursdays
12:00 - 5:30 &  6:00 - 8:00
July 10, 24       August 7, 21
September 4, 18

VIRTUAL LIBRARY

Visit our virtual library at  ecrl.library.ns.ca  It’s where you’ll find our
on-line catalogue, magazine databases, booklists and reference service.
We’re still offering free computer sessions on using our on-line
catalogue and watch for improvements to our web site coming in May.
Call us for further information at 747-2597.   Call us for further
information at 747-2597.

BOOKS BY MAIL

We provide a free mail-out  library service for persons who live in the
more rural areas of  the County.  Just call in or e-mail us your request.

VISITING LIBRARY SERVICE

For persons who, because of  a physical handicap or other reason,
cannot easily leave their home.  We will bring or mail to you a selection
of  reading materials chosen by our staff  to reflect your preferences.
Let us know your specific needs and tastes.

MULGRAVE       Tel: 747-2597    Fax: 747-2500
Monday          10:30 - 12:30 &  2:00 - 8:00
Tuesday & Wednesday                 2:30 - 8:00
Thursday                               1:00 - 4:00
Friday & Saturday                   CLOSED

WHYCOCOMAGH EDUCATION CENTRE

(every 4 weeks)    Wednesdays
 3:30 - 5:30 &  6:00 - 8:00
July 16         August 13
September 10

REGIONAL LIBRARY NEWS

AUTHOR TOURS

Thanks to funding provided by the Canada Council for the Arts,
Eastern Counties Regional Library is thrilled to announce that ac-
claimed author,  Alistair MacLeod, will be visiting our libraries in Port
Hawkesbury, Canso, and  Margaree Forks to read from one of  his
selected works.  For times and locations, call your local library or
Library Headquarters at 747-2597.

Blue skies, warm breezes, a cool
beverage, and a book from
Eastern Counties Regional
Library!  What  a great way to
enjoy these summer days!  Drop
by your public  library or Libr@ry
Link site and check out our new
releases, CDs, and audio and large
print books.  You'll find lots of
materials on everything from
planting a garden to constructing
a new deck.  Read on for a listing
of  special services and      pro-
grams to meet your needs!

Please note: This library will be
closed from Saturday, June 14 until
Tuesday, August 5 for renovations.
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Some of  the kids who attended last year’s  Drama Camp
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❁❁❁❁❁❁❁❁❁

�����he annual Coyote Moon Drama Camp is
scheduled to run from 10:00 a.m., until 3:00 p.m.,
Monday, August 25 through Friday, August 29,
2003.  Kids between 6 and twelve years of  age are
encouraged to sign up for this week of  unique
and exciting exercises in improvisation, mime and
movement.

The Coyote Moon Drama Camp is located at
Harrison Hill Bed & Breakfast in Margaree Forks,
Cape Breton.

Coyote Moon is approaching its sixth year of
operation and we welcome Chelsia Gillis who will
join us as an assistant.  Chelsia has worked in
various theatre productions and plans to further
her studies in theatre.

Your program director is Rachel Maginley.  The
fee is $100.00 for the week and includes an
afternoon snack.  Participants should bring a bag
lunch.

On August 29, a presentation performance will
take place shortly after 3:00 p.m.  This perform-
ance is for family and friends of  the young actors.
Register early as space is limited.  Call 248-2704.

 Coyote Moon

Drama Camp

❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂
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CHESTICO DAYS STEPDANCING FESTIVAL

Featuring La Bale en Joie Dancers

CHESTICO DAYS, PORT HOOD - MANY EVENTS PLANNED

Continues next  page...Chestico Days
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The Chestico Days Stepdancing
Festival's Twentieth Anniversary will be
celebrated on Saturday, August 2nd,
2003 at 12:30pm on the beautiful
outdoor stage overlooking Port Hood
Island on the scenic Port Hood Water-
front.

The exciting four-to-five hour pro-
gram will celebrate music and dance by
showcasing many prominent solo
dancers and groups such as the Mabou
Square Dancers, the Maureen Fraser
Dancers of  Antigonish and our fea-
tured troupe from the mainland.

Special guests at the festival will be
"La Baie en Joie", a highly experienced Acadian dance troupe from Nova Scotia's Municipality of  Clare,
often referred to as the Acadian Shore and situated between Digby and Yarmouth.

This group has been thrilling audiences since 1979. Eighteen girls, ages 14-17 will perform Acadian
Stepdancing or "La Gigue" in their colorful traditional costumes.  With accessories such as wooden spoons,
fishing net, brooms and the Acadian flag, they proudly demonstrate their Acadian heritage with a variety of
combinations of  different steps.

La Baie en Joie has traveled and performed extensively in the Maritimes, throughout Canada, and abroad.
They have entertained at the 175th Anniversary of  the Nova Scotia Legislature, the G-7 Summit, the Halifax
Tattoo and on Parliament Hill on Canada Day. They have given rousing performances and earned standing
ovations at the packed Liberty Theatre in Louisiana, in Vancouver, at Disneyworld, Florida and on their two
tours to France.

Winners of  the Nova Scotia Dancer's Achievement Award, this troupe has known professional recognition
throughout the global dance community.

Chestico Days is extremely pleased and excited to be able to present such a versatile and internationally
experienced group of  dancers to their audience. All residents and tourists are encouraged to come and give
them a warm Inverness County Welcome.

On Friday, August lst at 2:00 pm at Bayview Education Centre, a Black Light Puppet Show will be held.
This show was created by the ADR Grade XI class of  the NDA school in Cheticamp in conjunction with
the Cheticamp Arts Council and is appropriate for all age groups.

Port Hood's Chestico Days, which will run from July 29th - Aug 3rd, 2003, officially opens with an
Ecumenical Service on the beautiful outdoor stage on Wednesday, July 30th at 7:00pm. The combined
Family Ceilidh and Pageant which follows is always a popular family event. The best of  local entertainment
will be presented and a tasty lunch will be served.

On Thursday, July 31st, at 7:00pm, the Chestico Museum and Historical Society will do a presentation on
"Mining in Port Hood". This event will be held at the Port Hood Boardwalk, the area in which the Port
Hood Mines were located.
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Continued from previous page...Chestico
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The main character is Annette, a little girl who is alone in a new school and
without friends. She turns to food for comfort and develops an eating disorder.
This show teaches good nutrition in an entertaining and educational manner.

The audience will enjoy the fascinating voices of  the characters which include
the hamburger, hotdog, pizza and milkshake. The show keeps the spectators
laughing as these characters magically float around the stage.

Chestico Days will have the usual children's parade, street parade and boat
parade.  The Port Hood Co-op will host entertainment on Friday afternoon. All can eat out on Saturday at
the Pancake Breakfast and the Barbeque and visit the games and the stepdancing concert on the arena
grounds.

On Sunday evening, August 3rd, the festival will close with an outdoor variety concert and a fabulous
fireworks display, both of  which will be sponsored by the Port Hood Knights of  Columbus.

For those individuals imbued with a competitive spirit, Chestico days offers several opportunities to test
one’s limits.  The first of  these is a golf  tournament to be held on Tuesday, July 29th in Antigonish. This is
one of  the festival's most popular events.  This event includes great prizes and a steak BBQ for all of  the
participants.

The ever-popular Harness Racing will be held on Friday, August 1st at the Port Hood Track.  Several
special dashes will be featured.  Chestico Charlie even raced last year.

Competition among the area's best runners is always stiff  at the Alfred Reynolds Road Race and Fun Run,
beginning at 9:00am on Saturday, August 2nd at the Port Hood Fire Hall.

The horseshoe players all gather on the arena grounds on Saturday afternoon to decide who will capture
the 2003 Championships and gain the bragging rights for the next year.

An event which has become very popular is the Annual Dog Show. The young and old alike give their
precious pets some extra special grooming and show them off  to the many interested spectators.

A new event on Thursday, July 31st will be a Fire Fighters' Competition involving teams from area depart-
ments.  This will be a simulation of  what firemen must do when responding to a fire and rescuing a victim.

The relay event will be comprised of  skill-testing and strenuous physically-demanding activities. Partici-
pants will do a stair climb while carrying a hose. Then they will move along a 165lb beam while simulating
the axe chopping skills necessary for forcible entry.  They'll proceed to run 140 feet, take a water-filled hose,
drag it 75 feet and hit a target. The competition will end with a victim rescue in which a 175lb mannequin is
carried for 100 feet. The team which carries out these activities in the best time will be the winners.

All area Fire Departments are challenged to enter a team in this interesting competition and may do so by
calling Chris van den Heuvel of  the Port Hood & Area Fire Department at 787-2778.

STRATHSPEY PLACE - 11156 ROUTE 19, MABOU

SUMMER SCHEDULE

Thursday, July 3rd - 8:00 pm - Garnet Rogers
Friday, July 11th - 7:00 pm - Mardeen CD Release
Monday, July 21 - 25 - Kid’s Drama Camp
Saturday, July 26 - “My Mother’s Father’s Cousin” Mulgrave Road Theatre
Sunday, August 3 - Fiddles & Prose - special guest Alistair MacLeod
Monday, August 11 - 15 - Dance Cape Breton - Dance Camp
More events may have been added after publication. Phone Strathspey
Place Box Office at (902) 945-5300 for further details, or check out the website
at www.strathspeyplace.com.  Email: manager@strathspeyplace.com  ❁

❖
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EVENT LOCATION      Hwy/Rte DATE(S)
CEILIDH TRAIL:
Family Square Dances West Mabou 19 Saturdays

Jan 4 to Dec 27
Brook Village Adult Square Dances Brook Village 19 Mondays

Jun 7 to Aug 25
Harness Racing Inverness 19 Sundays & Wednesdays

Jun 15 to Sep 28
Scotsville Square Dance Scotsville 395 Tuesdays
(Lake Ainslie Fire Hall) Jul 8 to Aug 5
Tuesday Night Ceilidhs Mabou 19 Jun 24 to Sep 16
Wednesday Night Ceilidhs Judique 19 Jul 2 to Aug 27
Thursday Night Ceilidhs Inverness 19 Jun 19 to Sep 4
Glencoe Mills Family Square Dances Glencoe Mills off 19 Thursdays

Jul 3 to Aug 28
South West Margaree SW Margaree 395 Fridays
Adult Square Dances Jun 27 to Aug 29
Centre of  the Arts Inverness 19 Last Wednesday of  the
(Evening of  Traditional Songs) months of  Jul & Aug
Mabou Ceilidh Mabou 19 Jun 27 to Jun 29
Firemens Ceilidh Days Scotsville 395 Jul 7 to Jul 13
Judique On the Floor Judique 19 Jul 11 to 13
Inverness Crab Festival Inverness 19 July 18
(Inverness Miners Museum - Live Entertainment)
Centre for the Arts Inverness 19 Jul 13 to Aug 29
(Hands Dancing: Artists Showcase - Centre of  the Arts)
Kids of  Steel Triathlon Port Hood 19 July 19
Port Hood Triathlon Port Hood 19 July 20
(www.porthood.net/triathlon)
Inverness Gathering Inverness 19 Jul 21 to Jul 26
Outdoor Scottish Concert Broad Cove off 19 July 27
Chestico Days Summer Festival Port Hood 19 July 28 to August 3
Creignish Ceilidh  By the Sea Creignish 19 August 9 & 10
Scottish Outdoor Concert Judique 19 August 17
(Kintyre Farm)
Summer Fun Days East Lake Ainslie 395 Aug 29 to Sep 1
(MacKinnon’s Campgrounds)
Celtic Colours International Music Festival, Cape Breton
(Island-wide) October 10 to 18
BRAS D’OR LAKES SCENIC DRIVE:
Model Railway Day Orangedale off 105 June 28
(Smith Community Centre)
Glendale Square Dances Glendale 105 Fridays

Jun 27 to Sep 5
Whycocomagh Summer Festival Whycocomagh 105 July 18 to 20

2003 IN2003 IN2003 IN2003 IN2003 INVVVVVERERERERERNESNESNESNESNESS CS CS CS CS COOOOOUUUUUNTY FESTINTY FESTINTY FESTINTY FESTINTY FESTIVVVVVAAAAALLLLLS & EVS & EVS & EVS & EVS & EVENTENTENTENTENTSSSSS

Continued on page 19...Events
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AAAAAcadians are a people
with their own identity
and their own reasons to
celebrate what is unique
to them.  In the summer

of  2004, thousands of  visitors will travel through-
out the province of  Nova Scotia in celebration of
Acadian culture.  The Congrès mondial acadien
will be held in Nova Scotia from July 31 to August
15, 2004.

This international gathering of  Acadians in Nova
Scotia in 2004 marks the third celebration of its
kind.  New Brunswick and Louisiana each hosted a
similar event in 1994 and 1999 respectively.  These
word-class meetings reunited and linked Acadians
internationally, regardless of  distance, time or
present-day location, a feat which will be repeated
in 2004.

Today, Acadians have settled in communities
throughout Nova Scotia.  The northern Acadian
regions of  Nova Scotia are located in Richmond
and Inverness Counties on Cape
Breton Island and in the Acadian
communities in Antigonish and
Guysborough Counties.  The
southern Acadian regions of  the
province consist of  Saint Mary’s
Bay in the Muni- cipality of  Clare,
Digby County, as well as the
Acadian communities in the
Municipality of  Argyle, and
Yarmouth County.  Acadians are
also found in the centre of  the province in the
village of  Chezzetcook, Halifax County.

During the next Congrès mondial acadien,
activities will be held throughout the province.
Family reunions will form the base of  the Congrès
mondial acadien.  Other events such as music
festivals, religious ceremonies, conferences, art fairs,
tours, protocol ceremonies, twinnings and many
other activities will be part of  the program.

Acadians in the Chéticamp area are actively
engaged in preparing for this momentous occasion.
A number of  families have already begun organiz-
ing their family reunions and developing programs,
surely to please all those wishing to foster closer

CHÉTICAMP AREA GEARING UP FOR CONGRÈS MONDIAL ACADIEN 2004
by Daniel AuCoin

Continued next page...Congrès

family ties and international links between families,
thereby creating an atmosphere of  pride in being
Acadian.  Also involved in the preparations for this
major event are the many  Acadian municipal,
provincial and national organizations, including
youth, women and parent groups.

Congrès mondial acadien has always considered
family reunions to be at the heart of  the Congrès.
During the third Congrès mondial acadien, several
families will be holding reunions across the prov-
ince.  Since last year, the organization of  family
reunions is in full swing.  The third Congrès
mondial acadien will welcome over 65,000 partici-
pants across the province solely for the family
reunions.
   In the Acadian region of  Chéticamp, St.-Joseph-
du-Moine and Margaree, the following families will
be holding a family reunion during the Congrès
mondial acadien of  2004: Aucoin, Chiasson,
Deveau and Poirier.  Many volunteers are actively
involved in organizing these reunions.  Each Family
Reunion Committee is responsible for its own

activities, fundraising and
financial accountability.  Fami-
lies have received a $1,000
cheque from the provincial and
federal governments to assist
in funding their reunions.
Each group hosting a family
reunion has gone through the
legal process of  incorporating
its committee, forming an

official Society and appointing a Board of Direc-
tors.

During the next year, these Family Reunion
Committees will work on the development of
activities for 2004.  The first and second Congrès
mondial acadien held in New Brunswick and
Louisiana have proven that the Family Reunions
form the highlight of  the Congrès.  We must
emphasize, based on comments from past organiz-
ers, that genealogical, social and interactive activi-
ties are the most important reasons for a family
reunion.  The family reunions will benefit all
individuals and businesses in the community.



The Participaper Page 29

In order to offset administrative costs for tracing
family members and notifying them of the family
reunions, the organizers have set a registration fee of
$5.00 for official membership in the family reunions
Society.  We are trying to reach as many family
members as possible through the Internet since this
is a cost-effective way of  promoting the family
reunions.  We encourage everyone to become a
member of  their Family Association.

For more information on the family reunions of
2004, we invite you to contact the following people:
—L’Association des Aucoin (August 4 & 5, 2004)
Daniel Aucoin 224-2642.
—L’Association des Chiasson (August 1 & 2, 2004)
Eric Chiasson 224-3328.
—L’Association des Deveau ( August 3 & 4, 2004)
Paul Angus Desveaux 224-9020.
—L’Association des Poirier (August 9& 10, 2004)
Joseph Henri Poirier 224-3693.

The Chéticamp area will host one of  the three
major events of  Congrès mondial acadien in Nova
Scotia.  On August 7 and 8, 2004, Acadians and

Continued from previous page

Congrès mondial acadien 2004 will be a huge 16-
day reunion and celebration of  Acadian culture that
organizers promise will be the tourism event of
2004.  More than 1,200 activities are slated to take
place in Nova Scotia.

The Congrès mondial acadien will be an excellent
opportunity to showcase Nova Scotia’s Acadian
culture and put the Chéticamp area on the map.

Congrès mondial acadien kicks off  a year of
celebration marking the 400th anniversary of  the
arrival of  the French in Canada in 1604.
   Nearly destroyed by the mass deportation that
scattered the Acadian people in 1755, somehow the
Acadians beat the odds and survived as a culture.
Today their descendants…Cajuns from Louisiana,
French citizens, Acadians from the Atlantic Prov-
inces, Quebec and New England…number more
than a million around the world.

It is hoped that Congrès mondial acadien 2004
will entice our many relatives, friends and neigh-
bours to come home and join in the fun and frolic
of  these festivities.  We hope that these celebrations
will provide an opportunity to discover our cultural
heritage, to renew old acquaintances and to develop
closer bonds of  friendship.

Public involvement in the proposed activities will
be the key to success of  our 2004 Acadian Celebra-
tions.  The opportunity to participate in a Congrès
mondial acadien is a unique experience.  Acadians
in Nova Scotia invite their cousins from all parts of
the world to meet on the ancestral lands in 2004. ❖

Congrès

their friends from around the world will experience
Acadian
culture
and art
in all of
its
forms
in the
region
o f
Chéti-
camp.
Re-
cog-
nized
world-
wide
for
its
music

and crafts, Chéticamp will welcome Acadian artists
from all of  Nova Scotia for a splendid showcase of
modern as well as traditional creations.  Paul
Gallant of  Chéticamp has been hired as artistic
director for this major show.

Some of  the talented young members of  the Swing du Suête
dance troupe: One of  the acts sure to be called upon to entertain
during the Congrès Mondial 2004.   [Daniel Aucoin photo]
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The Cape Breton Artist's Association
invites you to join with a group of  artists
to participate in a program called Peer
Consultancy.  The groups will meet 8 -
12 times over a 6-month period in
different areas of Cape Breton.  Meet-
ings will be scheduled one at a time to
accommodate as many as possible.

Peer Consultancy is a project designed
to help, advise, guide and encourage
artists to learn from each other.  A
process whereby groups of  5 - 20 artists
come together to develop individual
marketing materials for themselves with
the help guidance, advice, criticism and
support of  each other - consulting our
peers.

Using a video and workbooks the
participants can delve into the challenges
and joys of  being an artist, view each
other's work and consult and support
each other.

Catherine Moir and assistant Debi
Couture will coordinate and facilitate the
meetings and will provide individual
assistance, research questions and sug-
gestions and stay in touch with the
participants.

Part of  the program will include a
photography session with a professional
taking photos of  your work for a mar-
keting piece, i.e., business card, brochure,
poster etc.
Emerging artists interested in exploring
the viability of  their work (many may be
in the youth category) are encouraged to
attend as well as professional and non-
professional artists.

This project is funded by HRDC and is
therefore free of  charge.  For more
information contact Catherine Moir,
Program Coordinator at 902-295-2726 or
by email at: catherinemoir@yahoo.ca.

This year's program, Summer Reading Quest, will be
a blast!  Children qualify to collect trading cards when
they read  books this summer.  Visit  your Branch/
Link site for more information.  Or, for further
information on this or any other service, please
contact Eastern Counties Regional Library headquar-
ters at 747-2597.  Call collect.
Website www.ecrl.library.ns.ca or E-mail:  at
info@nsme. library.ns.ca 

ECRL SUMMER READING PROGRAM

Place:  Port Hood Wharf Beach
Homepage: www.porthood.net/triathlon
Registration information:

• Fees include Tshirt, race package & giveaways,
reception & meal

• Registration Area - Port Hood Arena (outside)
• Race packages must be picked up between

6:30 am - 7:45 am
• Race meeting for Olympic event - 7:50 am

prior to start of the event
• Race meeting for sprint event - Individual &

Teams - 8:20 am prior to start of each
event

• All participants must be l6 yrs old to partici-
pate on race date

Registration Information Race Divisions & Fees:
Members must give membership card when regist-
ering.
* Registration can be done by mail, fax, or phoned
in with Visa or MasterCard:
Mail: Strait Area Pool

Unit 1
218 MacSween St.
Port Hawkesbury, N.S.
B9A 2J9

Phone:  (902) 625-2594  (8:30-4:30) , (902) 787-2636
(After 5:30),  Fax: (902) 625-2798
Or, e-mail to:
coline.maceachern@strait.ednet.ns.ca
* For more information contact the above.

PORT HOOD TRIATHLON
Date:   July 20, 2003

Start Olympic 8:00 am
1.5 m swim 40 k bike 10 k run

750 m swim 20 k bike 5 k
Start Sprint 9:00 am
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MAIN SWITCHBOARD .......................................... 787-2274
Fax - All Departments ..................... 787-3110

BUILDING INSPECTOR:
Port Hawkesbury .............................. 625-1572
Port Hood .......................................... 787-2900

ENGINEERING & PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT:
Administration .................................. 787-3502
............................................................. 787-3503
Water Utilities .................................... 787-3503

   Emergency  Sewer &  Water  Maintenance  24  Hrs ...... 258-3335
EXECUTIVE OFFICES:

Warden ............................................... 787-3514
Chief  Administrative Clerk ............. 787-3500
CAO Secretary .................................. 787-3501

FINANCE DEPARTMENT:
Director .............................................. 787-3511
Tax Collector ..................................... 787-3510
Accounting ......................................... 787-3505
Data Processing ................................ 787-3505
Industrial Development ................... 625-3929

INVERNESS COUNTY HOME CARE............... 787-3449
Municipal Homes:

Foyer Père Fiset ................................ 224-2087
Inverary Manor ................................. 258-2842

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT:
Divisions:
Building Inspector:

Port Hawkesbury .............................. 625-1572
Building Inspector:

Port Hood .......................................... 787-2900
Development Control .......................................... 625-1572
Policy: MDP Office ...................................... 625-1572

RECREATION AND TOURISM
Director .............................................. 787-3506
Assistant /Recreation & Tourism .. 787-3507
School Program  Coord ................... 787-3508
Tourism Toll-Free ................. 1-800-567-2400

SOCIAL SERVICES ............................................ 787-4000
Toll-Free ................ 1-800-252-2275

Strait  Highlands Regional Development Agency (SH RDA)
Port Hawkesbury .............................. 625-3929

OUR WEBSITE & EMAIL ADDRESSES ARE:
www.invernessmunicipality.com or www.invernessco.com
email: recreation@invernessco. com.

WEEKLY RADIO REPORT:
Every Thursday afternoon our
Department airs a Recreation Report
on 1015 The Hawk and CJFX radio
stations.  If your organization has any
upcoming events (non-profit) you
would like to have promoted, please
contact us by any of the following
methods:  Tel: 787-3507, Fax: 787-
3110, email: recreation@invernessco.
com, or mail: PO Box 179, Port Hood,
NS, B0E 1P0, or drop in to the
Municipal Building at 375 Main Street,
Port Hood.  Information should be in
our office by Wednesdays at 3:30pm.

Director’s Desk...Continued
PORT HOOD TRIATHLON
2003:
This year’s triathlon is slated
for Sunday, July 20 at the Port
Hood Wharf Beach.  Check page
30 for more information.  Also
available on the web at
www.porthood.net/triathlon  Or
email: coline.maceachern@
strait.ednet.ns.ca

RECREATION &
CONTINUING EDUCATION
PROGRAMS:
Our school and community
programmers will be coordinat-
ing courses and instructors for
program registration in
September.  If there is a
particular program, workshop or
class you would like to see
offered in your community or if
you have a talent you would be
willing to share as an instructor,
be sure to discuss it with your
local programmer.  Instructors
set their own schedules and
rates.  For more information and
a list of programmers contact
the Recreation/Tourism office
at 787-3508, or email:
amaceachern@invernessco.com.
The programmers have a dead-
line of August 11 to have their
course offerings ready for our
next issue.
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Postcard of  the hills of  Mabou 1920’s.  Glenora Falls scene looking up to Beaton
Mill. -    [MacFarlane Collection]


