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SUMMER/FALL EVENTS BROCHURE: 
Summer in Inverness County ... fiddles, festivals, 
friends & fun! Our bright yellow events brochure is 
bursting with information on dances, festivals, 
concerts, ceilidhs, special events and outdoor activi­ 
ties. Local museums are staffed and eagerly await 
your visit! Take some time this summer with family 
and friends and discover what's happening in 
Inverness County. Festivals and events information 
can also be accessed through our website at 
www .invernessco.com. Also watch for those lively 
Fiddles, Festivals & Fun posters for your festival 
information! The Recreation/fourism Department 
works closely with community groups throughout the 
County helping promote fund raising activities and 
assisting with employment opportunities. We would 
like to encourage county residents and visitors alike 
to support the local festivals and events and enjoy 
what they have to offer. 

THE SUNSET SIDE OF CAPE BRETON 
Congratulations to Frank MacDonald and his staff of 
Inverness Communications on another great issue! 
This year's cover is a photo of the beautiful Margaree 
River and the guide is topped off with a warm 
welcome to visitors from our own Natalie 
Mac Master. The visitor's guide is produced in 
partnership with the Inverness County Recreation/ 
Tourism Department and is distributed to visitor 
information centres throughout Cape Breton Island 
and several mainland centres. Copies are also mailed 
out in information packages to those requesting 
information on Inverness County. For more infor­ 
mation you can contact us here at the Inverness 
County Recreation/fourism office at 787-3507. 

A QUICK LOOK AT THE FALL: 
Celtic Colours International Music Festival 
October I I - 19th. October 11 seems a long way 
off but Celtic Colours tickets sales are already 
going quickly. If you are planning to attend any of 
the Celtic Colours concerts, ceilidhs or workshops 
you have to act now. For more information you can 
visit the website www.celtic-colours.com or call 
902.562.6700 or toll free 1.877.285. 232 l 
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ANCESTORS UNLIMITED 
HELPING TO FIND YOUR 

INVERNESS COUNTY ROOTS 

By Dr. Jim St. Clair 

PUBLICATIONS: 
The Spring 2002 issue of New England Ancestors, 

published by the New England Historic Genealogi­ 
cal ~ociety, 101 Newbury St.,Boston, contains a 
very significant article on "Heirlooms as Artifacts, 
Artifacts as Family History" by Katherine Scott 
Sturdevant. The author develops the theory that 
artifacts such as post cards, notebooks, recipe 
collections and greeting cards bring ancestors to life 
as they flesh out the person. Sometimes such items 
will reveal dates, patterns of migration and family 
secrets. 
Professor Sturdevant encourages people to locate 

artifacts: a. as insights into family history, b. to 
intepret the information when writing about family, 
c. to care and conserve them through proper archi­ 
val and museological care, d. to be certain not to 
write on them or attach tape or clips to them, e. to 
keep accurate lists with sources of each item de­ 
noted, f. to donate them to museums or archives if 
the family cannot keep them or care for them 
properly, and finally, g. to photograph each item for 
the family record. 
Also in this issue of New England Ancestors an 

announcement of a major Irish Genealogical Confer­ 
ence to be held in Braintree, Massachusetts, Septem­ 
ber 27 and 28 2002. For further information call 
6 17-536-5740 ext. 202. 
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This postcard from the 1920's is of Logan's Glen. The waterfall is 
about a 20 minute walk in from the Trans-Canada highway between 
Whycocomagh and Litle Narrows. The cand was produced by J.K. 
MacDonald, a merchant for many years in Whycocomagh, 
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The Nova Scotia Genealogist, published in the spring 
by the Genealogical Association of Nova Scotia, 
Box 641, Stn Central, Halifax, NS, B3J2T3 is of 
interest to all family historians and genealogists in 
Nova Scotia. Included in this issue are accounts of 
two recent publications: 
I .A New Genealogical Atlas of. Ireland, published by 
Genealogical Publishing Co. Inc. 1001 N. Calvert 
Street, Baltimore, Maryland, 21202-3897, USA. 
Price $23.50(US). According to reviewer Terry 
Punch, "this (book) is a major step forward for 
anyone attempting to work on the often stony path 
of Irish genealogical research. It remains worth 
the money for a library or a dedicated Irish histori­ 
cal or genealogical researcher." 
2. Ships from Scotland to America, Vol. II, 1628-1828, 
published also by Genealogical Publishing Co. (see 
above foraddress). Price $26.00(US). While most 
of the information concerns ports in the United 
States, there are 220 sailings of vessels with Nova 
Scotia destinations. While some did carry passen­ 
gers, not all did; nor are the names of passengers 
available. Note: Annual membership in the 
Genealogical Association is $20.00. 
A useful Addition to the Genealogical Publica­ 

tions library isA West Wind to East Bay-Pioneer 
F amities of East Bay, Cape Breton and Surrounding 
Areas. Published by Casket Publishing Co., this 
book is available by mail from Music Hill Publica­ 
tions, Box 1612. Sydney N.S. BLP 6R4, Cost is 
$50.00 plus $3.50 GST plus shipping cost of 
$6.00(Canada) $9.00(USA) or at Smith's Store, 
Judique. 
This book has been compiled by Andrew J. 

MacMillan. With more than six hundred pages of 
family histories, Father MacMillan's book is 
enhanced by photographs of Scotland and the East 
Bay area and by background material, a bibliogra­ 
phy, maps and an explanation of Gaelic names. 

Continued on Page 4...Ancestors 
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Father MacMillan is a very careful researcher and 
when infonnation is unavailable or doubtful he so 
states. While he does identify some printed and oral 
sources, not all material is documented. The reader 
appreciates the care with which he has compiled this 
book. 
Unfortunately, there is no index, so a person must 

search widely for material of interest in their own 
research or out of curiosity. While the book is 
primarily about families of East Bay, it is an impor­ 
tant addition to the published histories on this island 
and should be in library collections as well as on the 
book shelves of all people interested in Cape Breton 
history. 
For Inverness County people, there are a number 

of references to people and families of this area. For 
example: The Kehoes of Port Hawkesbury, p. 498; 
Alex MacKinnon of Melrose Hill, p. 468; Bernard 
Boudreau of Cheticamp, p. 469; The Angus 
MacLellan Family ofCreignish, p. 469; Ronald and 
Maureen MacKenzie of South Uist, Scotland and 
Mabou Mines, p. 228; Irene MacLellan ofMargaree, 
p. 226; The Camerons of St. Joseph duMoine, p. 78; 
The Pembrokes of Pembroke Lake, p. 79; The 
"Kettle" MacDonalds and Creignish Connections, 
including the Rankins of Judique, p. 236-238; The 
MacPhees of Mabou - Sr. Helen, CND, and Monica 
and Peggy of Mull River, p. 529; Donald Macisaac 
of Strathlome, p. 128; The Donald Gillis Family of 
South West Port Hood with their MacLellan and 
MacDonald connections ofJudique, p. 128-130; the 
John Gillis Family of South West Margaree, p. 130­ 
132; Donald MacFarlane of Mull River and Orange­ 

dale, p. 538; and 
very likely others. 
Many people 

will find in this 
well printed 
and attractive 
book, connec­ 
tions of their 
own (as did I). 

j 

I 
Pictured at left: 

~ Peter MacDonald 
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HE /ARDEN, ·0UNCILLORS AND STAFF OF (NUERNESS 

COUNTY WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO 
WISH EVERYONE, RESIDENT AND UISITOR ALIKE, l SAFE 

AND ENJOYABLE SUMMER IN INVERNESS COUNTY! 

SOURCES FOR RESEARCH: GuySbOrOugh County ­ 
one of the major landing places for people who 
eventually came to Inverness County. 
The Guysborough County Historical Society which 

is open during the summer months has a large 
repository of documents, manuscripts and publica­ 
tions. While we often think that immigrants got off 
the boat in Inverness County, there are many fami­ 
lies which spent some time and left some records 
behind in Guysborough County. In fact, 
Guysborough County is one of the major fonner 
homes of Margaree, Port Hastings, Mabou and Port 
Hood families. 
Amongst the records of Guysborough County may 

be found material about: 1. The Harts ofMargaree, 
2. The Smiths of Port Hood and Mabou, 3. The 
Hawleys of Port Hood and Mabou, 4. The Foxes of 
Port Hastings, 5. Robert Brownley ofMabou, 6. The 
Larrabys of Port Hood and Mabou, 7. The Adamses 
ofMabou, 8. DonaldMacLeodofMabou, 9. The 
Lyle Family of Strait of Canso, including their 
servant Pegg, a black woman buried in Pioneer 
cemetery in Mabou, I 0. The Martins of the Strait of 
Canso, l I. The Reynolds Family of the Strait of 
Canso, 12. The Pushees of Antigonish and Mabou, 
13. The Toby Family of Port Hood, 14. The 
Hortons of Port Hastings, 15. The Walsh/Welsh 
Family of Port Hastings, 16.The Crowdis Family of 
Margaree, 17. The Proctors of Lower River Inhabit­ 
ants, I 8. The Reeves Family of PortHawkesbury, 
19. The Carters of the Strait Area, 20. The 
Ingrahams and Hulls of Margaree, 21. The Worths 
of Mull River, Mabou and Guys borough County. 
A trip to the Guysborough Historical Society is 

very helpful in searching out documents, church 
records and cemetery inscriptions. A helpful and 
knowledgeable staff is present. 
There are also two books which contain useful 

information and may be found in local Libraries. 
Guysborough Sketches and Other Essays, by A. C. 
Jost, published in I 950 by Kentville Publishing 
Company, and History of the County of 
Guysborough, by H. C. Hart, reprinted in 1975 by 
Mika Publishing Co., Belleville, Ontario. 
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QUERY FROM CALIFORNIA RE RODERICK MACLEAN 

I'm trying to trace - Roderick MacLean, b. circa 
1800 on the Isle of Mull. My trail stops cold with 
Roderick, who was supposedly raised on the 
Torloisk estate on Mull. Me emigrated to Nova 
Scotia, where his daughter Sarah MacLean was born 
19 March, 1833 at Cape Breton Island, Nova Scotia. 
His wife's name was Christina MacLean - no 
relation, unknown place of birth, 
unknown place of marriage. 
I have no birth dates or parents' names for 

Roderick or Christina, but figure they might have 
been born around 1800+/-, since Sarah was 
apparently the first-born. This would put Roderick's 
father's birth circa 1780+/-. Sarah's siblings were: 
Christina (b. Nova Scotia), Allan, Murdock, and a 
sister referred to as "Mrs. McNeil." 
I thought I had some clues to chase down, but 

they've been almost completely eliminated. My 
grandmother (nee Nora MacLean) MacDougall's 
aunt, Ella MacLean Palmer, supplied information 
about Roderick and his father, based on records that 
were lost with the family Bible. I suspect the 
information was orally transmitted, which resulted in 
both misspelling and conjecture. 
In a brieffamily history which Nora wrote down, 

to replace that included in the missing family Bible, 
she stated: "The name of my great, great, grand fa­ 
ther [Rod's father] is not known, but he was a 
yeoman - had 100 men as tenant farmers in peace 
time and to be produced as soldiers for the Crown in 
the vent of war. Grandmother's father [Rod] was 
not born at Torloisk Castle, seat of the Mac Leans of 
Mull, but he was brought up there, presumably a son 
of a younger son. 
His cousin married Lord Cliffin, and when 

Roderick MacLean (Grandmother's father) came to 
Nova Scotia he had a 'character' (as they were called) 
from his cousin, Lady Mary Douglas MacLean 

Cliffin. Aunt Ella says she has 
seen it. It was in a fine small 
hand - written, "To whom it may 
concern:..." Written on ordinary 
blue lined paper, it was probably 
lost with the family Bible ... ·• 
Jo Currie, author of Mull- the 
Island and its People, has 
informed me that no Lady Mary 
Cliffin existed on Mull. 
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but that some untitled Maclean 
Clephane ladies did, including a 
Margaret. As she put it, " ... if 
there HAD been a son of a younger 
son, he WOULD have been the 
cousin of one of the Maclean 
Clephane girls, IF there had been 
one called Mary!" Jo also said none of the Mac Lean 
sons at Torloisk had a son named Roderick. I've 
also discovered Torloisk House was not a castle. 
At this point I think that sticking to whatever 

FACTS can be gleaned from Nova Scotian/Cape 
Breton records is the best bet I have of arriving at 
Rod's real story. If anyone who reads this has 
information bearing on Roderick or Christina ( or 
more on their children), I would very much 
appreciate learning what you know. 
Thank you, Kimi Reith 
Since submitting the above query, Kimi has added the 
following information: - I've since been able to piece 
together slightly more, partly based on what I've read 
in Jo Currie's fascinating book. Not that her book 
provides any real clues to who my ancestor's father 
was, but at least now I know how to spell the names 
of certain peripheral people correctly, and I know 
what Torloisk was and who lived there. 
Here's a summary of what I've pieced together, 

which I hadn't grasped before: Roderick has some 
sort ofTorloisk, Mull connection, apparently to 
Marianne Maclean, who married General William 
Douglas Maclean Clephane. She was supposed to be 
R's cousin according to my somewhat sketchy family 
records, in which her name was spelled phonetically 
as being the writer of the character reference 
Roderick bore with him when he emigrated to Nova 
Scotia (where his daughter Sarah was born in Cape 
Breton, 1833). Bu l haven't been able to establish 
who Rod's father was - I'm wondering if R. was an 
unacknowledged illegitimate son. Roderick is 
supposed to have been raised on the Torloisk estate, 
and he was probably born around 1800+/_. I still 
have no info on R's wife Christina Maclean. 

••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Our own writer and historian, Dr Jim St. Clair; offers the 
following in response to this query, in the hope that it will 
provide helpful information to Kimi and to those readers who 
may be planning to undertake a similar search for 
information: In undertaking research of this nature, 

Continued on page 6.. 
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Continued from previous page....Query Maclean 

a number of avenues need to be pursued to try to 
determine the Mac Lean line: 
1. A complete family tree, as far as is known, for Sarah 
MacLean-including her siblings and the known and 
approximate dates (follow a standard genealogical format 
to make a clear chart). Note where they all lived and whom 
they married. Be sure to note the sources of this 
information. 
2. What is the source of the information that Sarah 
MacLean was born on Cape Breton Island on 15 March 
18332 Whom did she marry? Where did she live? Was 
there migration? Her marriage record may be extant. 
3. Where did Sarah's parents live and where did they die? 
If Sarah's father ( or mother) died in Nova Scotia between 
1865 and 1877 their deaths should be registered. The 
death record should give the name of the parents. 
Obituaries may exist in local newspapers. 
4. The Nova Scotia Highland Village at Iona (Cape Breton) 
has three-quarters of a million entries of Cape Breton 
people in its database. Roderick's name (he might also be 
Rory) should appear in it if he lived here in the 1871­ 
1900 period. To reach the Highland Village either contact 
them by phone at 902-725-2272, Fax: (902) 725-2227 
regular mail: 4119 Highway 223, Iona, NS, B2C 1A3, 
Canada, or by E-mail: rootscapebreton@gov.ns.ca or 
Pauline MacLean, Genealogist, at macleapl@gov.ns.ca. Or 
visit their website at http://museum.gov.ns.ca/hv/rootscb/ 
roots.htm 
5. There are good parish records for the Isle of Mull at the 
Register House in Edinburgh. The Scots Ancestry 
Research Society will do the search at a reasonable fee. 
Roderick might show up on baptism or on marriage 
records - (I have obtained records as early as 1785 from 
that source). 
6. The Beaton Institute at the University College of Cape 
Breton has hundreds of cemetery stone inscriptions on file. 
Were Roderick or his wife buried in Cape Breton? The 
stone might give biographical information. 
7. The Names Roderick ( or Rory) and Sarah Christina 
MacLean are very common names. More specific placing 
in a locality is required. 
8. These people do not appear in the two books of Names 
of Scottish Immigrants to Canada before Confederation, by Donald 
Whyte. e 

Erected by Alex MacDonald in memory of his wife 
Isabella of Garden Grove who died Jan 16, 1859 aged 
36 years "Father I give my spirit- and trust it in thy 
hand my dying flesh shall rest in hope to rise at thy 
command". So reads the inscription on the above 
pictured headstone which sits close to the side of the 
road across from the gas station at Margaree Centre. 
Who was she? Does anyone know her history? 

Any reader who wishes to comment on the Roderick MacLean query, or anything else that appears in 
this periodical, is invited to contact The Participaper either by writing to PO Box 43, Cheticamp, NS, 
BOE 1HO, by phone: at 902-224-1759, or by email at: m.aucoin@ns.sympatico.ca. 
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