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It is this time of year again when 
most of us look forward to enjoying 
the summer months and the many and 
varied activities they have to offer. 
Certainly one area that community 
groups are concerned with is programming, 
primarily relating to the youth of the 
community. 

The recreation department has been 
involved with programming over the last 
several years, particularly: in provid­ 
ing programmers, and the supervision 
of such programmers during the summer 
months. We were fortunate over such 
time in that both the province and· the 
federal government provided us with 
employees through their various employ­ 
ment programs. However, with cutbacks 
and changing priorities, our applicat: 
ions are received less favourably then 
in the past. In order to compensate 
for such shortcomings, we have initiated 
50/50 cost-sharing programming with 
communi ty groups . 

Such a program Ls based on a 
maximum of ten weeks with the municipal­ 
ity providing fifty percent of the 
cost (based on minimum wage), and the 
community providing the other fifty 
percent in the hiring of a summer pro­ 
grammer. The program has been very 
well received by the communities within 
Inverness primiarly because it does 
ensure continuing with our summer 
programming. Once implanted fully, it 
will- shift the dependency of cost from 
the province and federal government to 
local initiative. where we will have 
better control and more flexibility. 
If we are not prepared to get behind 
such a program, then in the long run we 
will be in a position of losing what­ 
ever-success we may have enjoyed over 
the last several years. if we can 
join together and shoulder at least 
some of the financial responsibilities 
we will ensure a more productive and 
efficient summer program. 

Your comments and suggestions are 
very much appreciated. 

-John Cotton 
Recreation Director 

Doeen MacKinnon and Do&ones Fas@v o{ Pleasant Bay ave presented 
with the winning tvophy at the Annual County Cbbage Touhuamct. 
The eighth annual Inverness County Delores Fraser. Runners-up, Jackie fox 

Cribbage Tournament was held in Mabou _and Jane MacKinnon are from Port Hastings 
on Saturday, March 30. Twenty-eight Trophies were presented by .Catherine 
teams representing the whole of the MacDonald, one of the organizers and a 
county gathered in Mabou in hopes of representative of Mabou Minor Hockey. 
capturing the title of Inverness County Our congratulations goes out to both 
Cribbage Champ or Runner-up. teams. 

As the teams arrived to register, The Mabou Minor Hockey Association 
it soon became apparent that the gentle-hosted the tournament; providing us 
men outnumbered.the ladies by more-than with enthusiastic workers and a delicious 
2 to 1. Undaunted by-the odds, the noon-time meal. Our thanks to them for- 
final scores proved all winners to be their valuable assistance in making the 
ladies. County Champions are from day a success. 
Pleasant Bay: Doreen MacKinnon and 

Friday, June 28, 6:45 p.m. Northeast 
Cove, Mabou. 

The Ecumenical Service will open 
the Mabou Ceilidh. The Service is 
going to be exceptionally different 
this year as it will take place at the 
Northeast Cove(fol low road beyond rink). 
There will be a sailboat, fishing 
boats, pipers, drummers and a play. 

Under sai 1, the ''Atlantic Seagul 111 
with pipers and drummers onboard, ·will 
lead a fleet of boats. from Mabou 
Harbour to the· Northeast Cove. The 
''Atlantic Seagul J11 wi 11 be fol lowed by 
a fishing boat carrying the clergy and 
others taking part in the service. 
Another fishing boat will have the 
choir. As the 'Atlantic Seagull' sails 
into the Cove, pipers and drummers on 
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Ceilidh Begins with Prayer and Pageantry 
board will play 'Amazing Grace'. The 
remaining boats will follow. Those 
taking part in the Ecumenical Service 
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MABOU CEILIDH PAGEANT 

DONALD ANGUS BEATON'S LEGACY 

''A MONTH AMONG THE BLUENOSES'!' 

ARTS CALENDAR, HERITAGE SEMINARS 



Library Program 
Eastern Counties Regional Library 

is once again joining regional libra­ 
ries across the province in a summer 
reading programme for children ages 
6 to 12. This year's theme, Discover 
Halley's Tales, is in honour of the 
coming of Halley's comet. Children 
from all areas are invited to partici­ 
pate. Check with the staff in the 
nearest branch or on the bookmobile 
for further details. 

Port Hastings Museum 
The Port Hastings Museum and Arch­ 

ives will be open 8:30 a.m.- 4:30p.m. 
until ·the end of June and for the 
months of July and August the hours 
will be 8:30a.m. - 8:00p.m. Monday - 
Firday and 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. and 6:00pm 

8:00 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays. 
Again this summer we are inviting 

relatives of families in our district 
to contact us ahead of time so that· 
we may arrange a reunion tea for you 
while you are in the area with family 
and friends. 

We are still compiling family 
histories, so any information you can 
give us would be appreciated, our 
intention _is to eventually have our 
house display completed. We need 
snapshots that anyone may have of · . 
houses that once stood in our district 
so that we can incorporate them into 
our exhibit. Pho tog rap.hs of people 
who lived in. the houses would make 
the collection more personal and we 
hope to have each family represented 
by someone. 

The Port Has tings Historical 
Society plans to sponsor another 
''Collectors Delights' this summer on 
the weekend of August 3 and l# at the 

.Port Hastings Consolidated School, 
1 -4p.m. Please consider this your 
personal invitation to come and part­ 
icipate in this event which we have 
planned with the intention of intro­ 
ducing to children as well as adults 

·.-.r•.: .. t;h1:,e_nMess poss~l;>i I ities for possible 
.. hobby collections. ·We a re interested 
in hearing from anyone who has a col­ 
lection of Items to share with others 
in the local area whether it be 
bottles, stamps, postcards, dishes, 
matchbooks, records, etc. Please 
phone us at 625-1295 during the 
previous week. so .that we may- plan for 
d·isp.lays. ,~ · 

Highlands Golf Links 
Officials at Cape Breton Highlands 

National Park advise that the Highlands 
Golf "Links opened for play on Friday, 
May 24. . . 

Tim Reynolds, the Park's Chief of. 
Visitor Services, says the course is in 
good shape for this time of the year, 

•::: especia 11 y when one considers the s 1 ow 
cold spring, that we have had.' ' 
Green fees for the course will be 

$16.00/player per day or $80.00/player 
per week. Individuals interested in 
purchasing seasonal passes have a 

variety to choose from. An adult's pass 
costs $352.00, a couple's pass $527.00, 
while a pass for a family costs $617.00. 
Juniors, 16 years of age and under, can 
purchase a junior seasonal ticket for 
$100.00. The twilight fee will again be 
available at the Highlands Links and 
will cost $8.00. This reduced daily 
fee is available to golfers who wish to 
golf after 4:00 p.m. 

Mr. Reynolds advises that Joe 
Robinson will once again be providing 
pro services and his shop opened for 
business on Friday as well. 

Golfers interested in receiving 
more information on the Higlands Links 
can contact the pro shop at 285-2600 or 
the National Park office at 285-2270. 

Square Dancing 
From Sydney Mines to New Minas, in 

Baddeck, Mosher River, Dartmouth and 
Kentville, Square and Round Dance 
Clubs are putting on dances, giving 
classes and contributing to their 
communities' quality of life. Senior 
citizens, teenagers and every age in 
between are enjoying the healthful, 
and social benefits of this activity. 

At the heart of it all are the 
callers; the ''singing teachers''. 
Trained, not only in Square Dancing 
but in teaching techniques, equipment 
handling and choreography, these men 
and women are at the heart of each 
club. Dance Nova Scotia takes pride 
in the fact that from its callers 
training program more than.a dozen· 
communi ties now have active clubs. 

Square and· Round.' Darice· Leadership 
was begun under the direction of Gunter 
Buchta, di rector the 'Buchta Dancers'! 
of Don Messer fame. The program was 
developed by John Essex, a twenty-five 
year veteran of Square & Round' dance 
teaching, throughout North America and 
Eu rope. Essex likes to stress the 
social as well as the physical benefits 
of the activity. A square dance· club 
is .a place to feel welcome and join in. 
Part of a good caller's )bb is to see 
that newcomers are-made to feel· at 
home . 

Bets ides. learning how to call, partic­ 
ipants study': Leadership, Styling, 
Philosophy, Choreography, Mike Tech-, 
niques. Students improve·their tech­ 
niques through the use of video. 
The DANS Square and Round Dance Lead­ 

ership Course is a four year program 
cons is ting of one concentrated week of 
study in each of four summers, with the 
student expected to put 'the instruction 
to practical use during the winter 
months. It takes place at Acadia 
University from July 8-13. For mo.re 
registration information contact: 
Dance Nova Scotia at 422-1749 . 

Choral Federation 
DOROTHY FRANK ELECTED TO BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS BY NOVA SCOTIA CHORAL 
FEDERATION MEMBERS. 

11S i ng and Celebrate' was the theme in 
Pictou May 10 and 11 at the Nova 
Scotia Choral Federation's annual 
meeting. In conjunction with the 
meeting-a special. choir training work­ 
shop, under the expert direction of 
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Sallie Novinger with mass choir of 
over 200 performed J.r,._concert .• a;~. d~ .• .. 
Coste Entertainment Centre, Pictou. 
The aims of the Nova Scotia Choral 
Federation are: 
--to promote the art of choral music 

in Nova Scotia ' 
--to encourage high standards of 

artistic achievement for every kind 
of choir. 

=to provide technical expertise and 
training to any member choirs,singers 
and directors who request it: 

--to foster an appreciation of choral 
music throughout Nova Scotia. 
For further information, phone or 

write Dorothy Frank, R.R.#2, Mabou, 
N.S. BOE 1XO, 945-2077, 

·-98-%·%$%$%$%$%%-%3%-¢% -%-$% -·8 ·8 -% 

Milling F ro1ic 
A Chairdean, 

Ciamar a tha sibh am bl iadhna? 
How are you all this year? Once 
again, The Mabou Gaelic and Historical 
Society invites you to Cape Breton's 
largest Annual Milling Frolic; the · 
purpose of which is to draw all Cape 
Breton's Gaels and friends together-­ 
to meet; to sing; to exchange songs 
anq news; •in .summ?ry, to have a "Whale 
of ·a good time'! 
Pertinent information is as follows: 

Mabou Ceilidh Mi 11 ing Frolic 
Where? Mabou School Gym 
When? Saturday, June 29, 1985 

1:30 - 5:30 p.m. or i,nmediately 
following Parade of Floats 
''Let's Have a Ceilidh'' · 

Admission: $2.00 children - no charge. 
(Admission covers entry to Mi 11 i,ng 

Frolic, Old Fashioned Tea, entry to 
_Craft Exhibition.,.All in.School Gym.) 
We are eagerly looking forward to 
seeing all the ''Regulars'' at this gala 
affair and many new faces also. It 
takes each and every one of you Gaels 
to make this a memorable day and a 
great success. Will see you there! 

Next Deadline: JUNE 24 
, : ' 



A Stranger in a Strange Land 
This is an exe rpt from a book ..,. a· • .,,,.,,.._•~r,--- 

ent it 1 ed Acadia: A Month With the'Blue- "·. , .,t, 
Noses,written by an American, Frederic «; 
S. Cozzens in 1859. His impressions ,. '.~! • \ " 
of Cape Breton in the 1850's give us ' 
another perspective on how we appeared #Es' f · 
to someone "from away" at that time. 
We certainly did not strike this visi­ 
tor as being very "civi 1 ized"! 

11The road that skirts the Arm of 
Gold is about one hundred miles in 
length. After leaving Sydney, you ride 
beside the Spanish River a short dist­ 
ance, until you come to the portage, 
which separates it from the lake, and 
then you follow the delicious curve of 
the great beach until you arrive at St. 
Peter's. From St. Peter's you travel 
across a narrow strip of land until you 
reach the shore upon the extreme west­ 
erly end of the island of Cape Breton, 
where you cross the Strait of Canseau, 
and then you are upon the mainland of 
Nova Scotia. I had fondly hoped to 
voyage upon the Bras d'Or, instead of 
beside it; but was obliged to forego 
that pleasure. Romance, at one dollar 
per mile, is a dear piece of extrava­ 
gance, even in so ethereal a vehicle 
as a birch-bark canoe. Therefore I 
engaged a seat in the Cape Breton stage, 
instead of the aboriginal conveyance, 
in which you have to sit or lie in the 
bottom, at.the r·isk of an upset, and 
trust to fair weather and the dip of 
the padd 1 e. ··' · 
Our Cape Breton stage is an easy, 

two>seated vehicle; a quiet, little 
·rockaway-wagon, ~ith a top; and although 
H.B. M. Royal Mail Coach, entirely 
different from the huge musk-melon· upon 
wheels-with which we are famillar in the 
States. In it I am the only passenger. 
Thank Heaven for that! I might be 
riding beside an aibstract preenceped. 

But never mind! Drive on John 
Ormand; we sha!l soon be among another 
race of Scotsmen, the bold Highlandmen 
of romance; the McGregors, and McPher­ 
sons, the Camerons, Grahams, and 
Mc Donalds; and as a century or so does 
not alter the old-country prejudices of 
the people in these $ettlements, we·•will 
no doubt find them in their pristine 
habiliments; in plaids and spleucheme; 
~rogues and buckles;- h9se.and bonnets; 
with claymore, dirk, and target; the 
whi te cockade and eagle feather, so 
beautiful in the Waverly Novels. . .We left the pretty village of Sydney 
behind us, and were not long in gaining 
the margin of the Bras d'Or. This great 
lake, or rather _arm of the sea, is, as 
I have said, about one hundred miles in 
length by its shore road; but so wide 
is it, and so indented by broad bays and 
deep coves,- that a coasting journey 
around i t is eq ua 1 . t n extent to a voy­ 
age across the' Atlantic. Beside the 
distant mountains.that.rise proudly from 
the remote shores, there are many roble 
islands- in its expanse, and forest­ 
covered peninsulas, bordered with. 
·beaches of glittering white pebbles. 

If I had formed some romantic 
ideas concern i_ng the new and st range 
people we found-on the road we were 
now travelling, the Highlandmen, the 
Rob Roys and. Vich Ian Vohrs of Nova 
Scotia, those ideas were soon dissipa­ 
ted. I t is · true here we re the Ce l ts 
in their wild settlements, but without 
ba.gp-i-pes or pistols, sporrans or 
philabegs; there was not even a soli­ 
tary thistle to charm the eye; and as 
for oats, there were at least two 
Scotchmen to one oat· in this garden of 
exotics. I have a reasonable amount 
of respect for a Highlandman in full 
costume; but for a carrot-headed, 
freckled; hig~-checked animal, in, a 
round hat and breeches, that cannot 
utter a word of English, I have po sym­ 
pathy. One fellow of this comp lex ion, 
without a hat~ trotted beside our 
coach for several miles, grunting forth 
his infernal Gaelic ta John Ormond, 
with a hah! to every answer of the 
driver, that was 'really painful: When 

'he disappeared in the woods his red 
head went out like a torch. But we had 
scarcely gone by the first Highlandman, 
when another darted out upon us from 
a by-path,.ind again broke the sabbath 
of the woods and waters; and then 
another fo 1 lowed, so that the morning 
ride by the Bras d'Or was fringed with 
Gaelic. Now I have heard many languages 
in my time, and know how to-appreciate 
the luxurious Greek, the stately Latin, 
the me 11 i fl ous Chinese·, the epithet i ca 1 
Sclavic, the soft lta1ian, the rich 
Castilian, the sprightly French, sonor 
ous German, and good old English, but 
candor compels me to say, that I do not 
think much of the Gaelic. It is not 
pleasing to the ear. · . 

Well, well, ancient or modern, 
there is not a· lovelier ride by white­ 
pebbled beach and wide stretch of wave. 
Now we roll along amids t primeval 
trees, not the evergreens of the sea 
coast, but fami 1 iar growth of maple, 
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beech, birch; and larches, juniper or 
hacmatack-imperishable for ship craft. 
Now we cross bridges, over sparkling 
brooks, alive with trout and salmon, 
and most surprising of all, pregnant 
with water-power. "Surprising,••· be­ 
cause no motive-power can be presented 
to the eye of a cit i .zen of the young 
republic without the corresponding 
thought of ''Why not use it?" And why 
not, when Bras d'Or is so near, or the 
seacoast either, and land at forty 
cents an acre, and trees as closely 
set, and· as· lofty, as ever nature 
planted them? Of a certainty, there 
would be a thousand saw-mills screaming 
between this and Canseau if a drop of 
Yankee blood had ever fertilized this 
soi l . 

Well, well, perhaps it is well. 
But yet to ride through a hundred miles 
of denationaliz~d, high-checked, red, 
or black-headed Highlandmen, with 
illustrious names, in breeches and 
round hats, without pistols or feathers · . - , 
rs a sorry sight. Not one of these 
McGregors can earn more than five shil­ 
lings a day, currency, as a laborer. 
Not a digger upon our canals. but can do 
better than that: and with the chance 
or rising. But here there seems be no 

. such opportuni ty., The col on i al system 
provides that every settler shall have 
a grant of about one hundred and twenty 
acres, in fee, and free~ What then? 
the Government fosters and protects him. 
It sends out annually choice stocks of 
cattle, at a nominal price; it establ­ 
ishes a tariff of duties on foreign 
goods, so low that the revenue· derived 
there-from is not sufficient to pay the 
salaries of its officers. What then? 
The colonist is only a parasite with 
a 11 these advantages. He· is not an 
integral part qf a nation; a citizen, 
res pons I b 1 e for this franchi se .' He is 
but a colonial Micmac, or Scotch-Mac; a 
mere sub-thoughted,. irresponsible exotic, 
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