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EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK - INVERNESS COUNTY RECREATION, TOURISM, CULTURE AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICE 

I A elcome summer! Welcome festival season! Welcome art exhibits, ceilidhs and dances! 
/ / welcome golf, hiking, biking, beach and whale watching weather! Welcome visitors ­ 
especially those returning home to a place that will always tug on their heartstrings! 

' This summer why not take in a concert, ceilidh, a dance or two (or three or more.) 
Spend time on one of the many beautiful beaches and hiking trails in the county (see page 24 
for contact information for our trails organizations.) Hop on your bike or go off the beaten path 
on an ATV and enjoy the beautiful scenery. 

Perhaps you prefer water sports? Take out a kayak or canoe and spend a leisurely few 
hours paddling: If you would like some company on the water, we have listings for upcoming 
paddling events in various communities listed on page 25. Those who prefer road races car 
also get information on upcoming events on the same page. 

Inside this issue you'll find an article, photos and results of the 2012 Seniors' Games. Many thanks to Dona Ida 
MacDonald and John Gillis who covered the event for The Participaper. See pages 7 through 12 to relive the 
"action." Congratulations to all Inverness County Seniors' Clubs, presenters and volunteeers who came together to 
make this, the 16th Annual Senior Games, another resounding success! If you are a senior (55+) and would like to 
join in the fun that members of our seniors' clubs enjoy year-round, we have included a listing of the club contact 
information on page 12. 
The schedules for Michelle Greenwell's popular Dance, Tai Chi and Healthy Living classes begin on page 16 
followed by two articles that she has written to help you on your way to a healthier, more active lifestyle. Staying 
with this theme, Inverness County on the Move appears on pages 24 and 25. 

On page 26 read about the month-long Festival de l'Escauoette that takes place in Cheticamp each summer. 
There is something fun planned for this community every day throughout the festival. For a complete listing of 
events visit their online site at: http://www.cheticamp.ca . 

Festival and Events organizers can take advantage of an extra pair of hands this summer. The Municipal 
Recreation/Tourism office has two students ready to head out to county communities to help out. Read all about it 
on page 27. 

Craft producers will find information of interest on page 29: On the same page the CBU Small Business Develop­ 
ment Centre has interesting information for entrepreneurs and budding entrepr.eneurs. 
Throughout this issue you will find listings of just a few of the events taking place across the county this summer. 

For a more extensive listing of the events taking place, refer to the Inverness County 2012 Summer & Fall Events 
brochure produced by the Recreation/Tourism office. This publication is available at the Municipal offices, local 
Visitor Centres or on line at: http://www.inverness-ns.ca/. 
Why not treat yourself, your family and friends to a tour of this area-we're Inverness County .... Yours to Discover. 

Do yourself a favour and "discover" or re-discover your home to your heart's content this summer! · 

Marie Aucoin 
Editor 
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THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE PARTICIPAPER TS THE FALL PROGRAMMING ISSUE 
IT WILL BE DELIVERED TO RESIDENTS EARLY-SEPTEMBER 2012 

THE DEADLINE DATE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE ISSUE IS AUGUST 3, 2012 
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a ANCESTORS l!JNLIMITED 
HELPING TO FIND YOUR 

INVERNESS COUNTY ROOTS 
by Dr Ji111 St. Clair 

So, WHAT'S NEW IN THE NEWSPAPERS? 

1\. rewspapers on file in archives contain much 
l ~ specific information about in<livi<luals - as well 
as general data - which can help place our ancestors 
in a socio/economic context. For instance, from an 
extract in the Gaelic newspaper Mactalla (published 
by Jonathan G. MacKinnon of Dunakym, Inverness 
County) the following are found [Ed: translated here] 
for the year 1895: 

The widow of Angus Campbell of Judique, died 
at Judiquc Intervale, 26 August 
1895. 

as Member of Parliament in Minnesota [Ed. note: 
rhis was certainly the House of Representatives in 
the US] and Archibald Gillis, formerly of Skye Glen, 
was elected to Parliament in Manitoba in 1895. 

The Whycocomagh Presbyterian Church issued a 
call to Reverend DT. Mac Kay of the Island of Tiree, 
Scotland. /Ed. note: he did not accept the call] 

Angus MacKay "nearly drowned" while returning 
by boat from East Bay to Marble Mountain. His 
boat was upset in high winds but he "swam to shore 

carrying five pounds of 

James Gillis, age 31, of 
Skye Glen, died in a snow slide 
in British Columbia, 9 March civilization." - Arthur G. Doughty, 
1895. John McKinnon of New Dominion Archivist, 1904-1935 
Canada escaped death in the 
same accident. 

Catherine MacCuish, age 72, died at Blue's Mills, 
25 August 1895. 

Alexander McFadyen, 24, of Malagawatch, died 
15 August 1895. 

Anna MacDonald, widow of Archibald 
MacDonald of Stewartdale, died 6 Decernber 1895. 

Murdoch MacLeod, age 32, died at Skye Moun­ 
tain, 3 July 1895. 

Christine Maclean, wife of John Maclean, Seal 
Cove, i\falagawatch, died at i\[abou, 11 February 
1895. 

"Of all our national assets, Archives are the 
most precious; they are the gift of one 
generation to another and the extent of our 
care of them marks the extent of our 

sugar, tea and tobacco." 
The sailing ship "Swift 

Current" of PEI, wrecked 
on the rocks at Broad Cove, 
Inverness County in the 
month of December 1895. 

The widow of Archie Mac Phail, age 88, born Isle 
of Harris, died in Orangedale, 3 December 1895. 

James Miller, the son of Reverend William Miller 
of Mount Young and the first minister to come to 
Mabou, was killed aboard the ship Tycoma/sic], June 
1895. 

Reverend \William Wetmore, Baptist l\linisrer at 
Margaree, died suddenly in Mabou, June 1895 
[Editor's note: his death occurred on Smithville Road 
where a small marker identified the place -as he was 
on the way from Margaree to the Baptist Church at 
Hillsborough-Glendyer.] 

Neil i\facinn.is of Inverness County was elected 

NEWS - LOTS OF NEWS IN THE PAPERS! 

SCHOOL IS OUT - HURRAH!! 
The 1892 edition of the Joumai of Education, in its 
annual report, carries much information about the 
courses required fur the several levels of teach­ 
ers' licenses; the money granted by the province 
to each school section; the names of teachers who 
were granted licenses; and, the names of teachers 
who were instructing that year. There were one 
hundred and fifty-t'\YO listed, as well as eight "assist­ 
;mrs". These \\'ere: Francis AuCoin, Placide Boudrot, 
Lucie Chiasson, Alice Coady, Lucie Desveaux, Lubin 
Doucet, Joseph W McDonald, Eller Hachie, and 
Judith LeBlanc with each receiving $18.00, with the 
exception of Ellen Hachie who received $11.17 for 
70 teaching days. 

Also listed in the Journal are one hundred and 
fifty-two schools, with two districts - South Inverness 
and North Inverness - and rn·o '·border sections" 
• Port Hawkesbury and River Inhabitants Bridge 
(today known as Cleveland.) Of these, several names 
of sections are uncertain as to their location: perhaps 

Continued page 4...ANCESTORS 
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Continued from page 3...ANCESTORS 

some of our readers could/would identify the com­ 
munities where the following schools were located? 
The Institution for the Deaf and Dumb; Hays Farm; 
Albert; Red Bridge; Ross Mill; McPherson Brook; 
Albion; Muise; White; Jacob; Wright; and Prairie­ 
the last five being listed in Inverness North. 

WHO IS CELEBRATING? 
WHAT IS BEING CELEBRATED? 

The members and adherents of Holy Trinity Church 
in Waycobah will be celebrating the 100th anni­ 
versary of the "new" church August 12-14. 

According to tradition, the people of the 
Waycobah community were assisted in the 
framing of the building by members of 
the Morrison Family of Blue's Mills, who 
were noted carpenters. The architect for 
the building was Ronald Gillis of Sydney, a 
native of Boularderie and a noted architect 
who designed Sacred Heart Church on 
George Street in Sydney and nineteen 
other buildings. 

At the time of building and the 
opening of the new structure, there were twenty­ 
nine households at Waycobah with one hundred and 
thirty-four people and six households at Malagawatch 
Reserve with thirty-two people. The 1911 census 
provides the names, occupations and income of 
all of the residents of the above two communities. 
The "split view" of the census is available online at: 
www.automatedgenealogy.com and may be printed 
off. An example from the census: Simon Basque, 
age 48, is listed as "Capt." and his occupation is 
stated to be that of a farmer. His wife, Bridget Ann, 
age 22, [Ed note: Likely his second wife] is listed 
as a "maker of baskets." A number of heads of 
households are identified as "coopers" and are also 
engaged in fishing. 
Congratulations and bests wishes to Holy Trinity! 

The Centennial Committee of the Waycobah 
Church asks that anyone with stories, 
history or photographs pertaining to the 
church contact them. The contact is: John 
Prosper at (902) 756-2005 or email him 
at: prosper-spitstop@hotmail.com. 

OVER THE STRAIT TO NEWFOUNDLAND 
For many people searching for relatives, who seem to 
disappear from the scene in the 1870 to 1890 period, 
a search of material on the Codroy Valley of New­ 
foundland is sometimes helpful; this is particularly 
true for former residents of the Margaree and Cheti­ 
camp areas -and also some from Judique, Mabou 
and Glencoe. We thank Pauline MacLean of East 
Lake Ainslie and the Nova Scotia Highland Village, 

who recommended a story she discovered online 
at the NL Gen Web Place Information website 
at http://nl.canadagenweb.org/wcod_intro. 
htm which brought this information to light. 

On the site is a section entitled, "Grand­ 
mother's Story as told to Ursula Tomp- 
kins by her Mother-in-Law,Judith Doyle 

Tompkins." Judith Doyle Tompkins was 
the wife of John Tompkins and a teacher at 

Margaree. The story documents her recollections 
of her family's move across the Cabot Strait and 
of their new home in a settlement in the Codroy 
Valley of Newfoundland, which came to be known 
as "Doyle's." Apparently, they arrived at their new 

home in 1884. 
Also documented on the above mentioned web­ 

site, we find that three O'Quinn brothers (Aucoins) 
arrived from Inverness County at about the same 
time, as did Cormier and Chiasson families; a Mac­ 
Isaac family from Broad Cove and a MacLean family 
from Mabou. Gillises from Glencoe are also found 
in the early records of the new settlement. 

Another family that was attracted to the Codroy 
Valley on the western shore of Newfoundland were 
descendants of Granny Ross and of James Kiely, 
both of whom formerly lived at Northeast Margaree 
as well as other places. Bridget Kiley, daughter of 
James and Sarah (Fortune) Kiley (also spelled Kiely) 
was married to James Doyle, a brother of Judith 
(Doyle) Tompkins. They emigrated to the Codroy 
region in 1885 where they lived out the rest of their 
lives. Some of their descendants still live in that area. 

Investigation into the vernacular architecture of 
the Codroy Valley, by Dr. Richard Mackinnon of 
Cape Breton University, reveals that many of the 
buildings were built in the style of those houses and 
barns left behind in Inverness County. 

Continued on page 5... ANCESTORS 
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Over the Cabot Strait to Newfoundland offered 
new opportunities for descendants of immigrants to 
Inverness County. New is New in Newfoundland! 

JUDIQUE HAS THE LAND ­ 
WHO DARES QUESTION THE DEEDS? 
An old and familiar cheer for Judiquers in the Boston 
States, as they stood up for their home territory at 
"down-East" dances when others confronted them, 
was "Judique on the floor, who dares to put them 
off!" And so it is with ancient deeds for land in the 
Judique area, some of the oldest land grants assigned 
by the Land Registry Office in Sydney that date from 
a time when Cape Breton was its own colony with its 
own administration. 

By consulting the Nova 
Scotia Archives website, a 
researcher may find many 
listings for their immigrant 
Judique ancestors at: http:// 
www.gov.ns.ca/ nsarm/ 
virtual/land/ ( or, type into 
any search engine: "land 
grant petitions Nova Sco­ 
tia".) For example, the fol­ 
lowing information concern­ 
ing early settlers in Judique 
was found through the site: 
In 1789 "Hugh McEacharn 
and 26 other Memorial- 
ists wish to settle with the families contiguous to 
the River Judique. Sydney June 27, 1789. Michael 
McDonald, John McKinnon, Donald McDonald, 
Angus McKinnon, John McAskel., Hugh McAchran, 
John McGinnis, Allen Mcdonald, Angus Campbell, 
Robert McEnnis, Allen McKinnon, Ranald McDon­ 
ald, Robert McIntosh, Hugh Gillis, Donald McDon­ 
ald, Donald McDonald(2), John McDonald, Angus 
McDonald, James McIntire, Rotheric McDonald, 
John McClellan, Widow McAchran, Charles McDon­ 
ald, Angus McDonald, Donald McGrath, Martin 
McGilvrey." [Ed. note: the spelling of names here 
appear as on petitions.] 

In 1796 a "License of Occupation" was given to 
D. Matthews and certified by John Payne, Deputy 
Surveyor General, for the kinds(sic) [Ed: roost likely 
"King's"] Woods: 400 acres of land at Great Judique, 
beginning on the beach of St. George's Bay. Three 

receipts were attached to the license: From Hugh 
McEacharn Savage Harbour, 5 shillings for Gilliss 

' S d " share of the expenses of a vessel to y ney to me- 
morialise for land at Judiqu, 1789; from J. Proctor, 
Scotch Fort, 2 pounds, 6 shillings and 3 pence for 
survey 1791; from John Mcinnes, Sawmill, Island 
of St. John (i.e. PEI) 5 shillings for cutting wood at 
Grant Judique 1795. 

In 1803 Mary McDonald Petitioned Governor 
Despard. The Petitioner stated that her husband, 
Angus McDonald, had died the preceding summer 
and that her family had lived for five years on a lot 
received atJudique. The Petitioner asked for addi­ 
tional land for the support of her nine children. 

The above petition is an 
interesting document for 
researchers as it gives the 
name of the husband, the 
year of his death, the num­ 
ber of their children, their 
time of settlement, and, it 
indicates a woman could 
petition for and receive land. 
The land record for 

1804 indicates that John 
Cameron and twenty-eight 
others (including Edward 
Hayes, the early merchant 
at Port Hood) petitioned 
Gov. Despard. In the peti­ 

tion they stated that they were inhabitants of Great 
Judique and requested that land - that had previously 
been set aside in the early settlement of the com­ 
munity - be confirmed; the land had been set apart 
for a lot for a clergyman; a church; and, a burying 
ground. 

In some instances, descendants of the people 
who originally petitioned for land are still in posses­ 
sion of some of the acreage that was granted. 

The above website, plus other documents not yet 
available online but found at the Public Archives in 
Halifax, are essential for gathering information about 
immigrants and also about the dates of settlement 
and the nature of early communities. 

JUD1QUE ON THE LAND - WHO DARES TO QUESTION 
THE DEED? HAPPY ANCESTOR HUNTING DURING THE 

The NS Public Archives in Halifax were formerly 
located in the Chase Building, pictured in the above 
photo. [Photo courtesy of NS Archives & Records Mgmt.] 

SUMMER- ENJOY! 
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The Nova Scotia Archives is located at 6016 University Avenue, Halifax 
at the corner of University Avenue and Robie Street, five minutes' drive 
from downtown Halifax. Their hours of operation are: 
Reading Rooms: Monday to Friday: 8:30 am to 4:30 pm; Wednesday 
evenings: 4:30 pm to 9:00 pm; Saturday: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. The 
Administration Office hours are Monday to Friday: 8:30 am - 4:30 pm. 
Pre-booking is required for Wednesday evening and Saturday retrieval of 
hard-copy archival materials, some library items, photographs, maps, or 
sound and moving image material. Researchers can book these holdings 
in advance by phone: (902) 424-6055, fax: (902) 424-0628, or by e-mail: 

nsarm@gov.ns.ca or, in person during regular open hours. Researchers must be able to provide the retrieval 
number/location code for the material and must place requests by 3:00 pm, Wednesdays (for Wednesday 
evening use) or 3:00 pm, Fridays (for Saturday use.) 

Six Internet-enabled computers are available for public use in the Reading Rooms. Researchers with lap­ 
tops or personal communications devices will be happy to know that all public areas of the Archives building 
have wireless connectivity. 

The archives are closed on Sundays, Statutory Holidays and the Saturdays that fall on Holiday Weekends. 
For general inquiries Phone: (902) 424-6060 Fax: (902) 424-0628. The mailing address for the archives is: 
Nova Scotia Archives, 6016 University Avenue, Halifax, NS, B3H 1W4. 

Recently Made Available Online at the NS Archives ­ 
The RMS Titanic Resource Guide (http://www.gov.ns.ca/nsarm/virtual/titanic/) 
To commemorate the 100th anniversary of the loss of RMS Titanic, the Nova Scotia Archives has added newly-digitized con­ 
tent to the existing Resource Guide. Here one may read the diary of Clifford Crease, a crew meniber on the Mackay-Bennett 
aboard one of the ships dispatched to recover bodies from the ship. There are also 328 Fatality Reports for bodies retrieved 
at the disaster site. 

The Nova Scotia Archives is proud to make this contribution towards honouring the memory of those who died in 
Titanic's tragic and catastrophic end. 

Purchasing Medication and Health Care Products on Line? 
Nova Scotia RCMP remind seniors and their care givers of the potential dangers when purchasing medication and 
health care products on line. "Purchasing medication and health-care products on the internet can be very dan­ 
gerous," says Cpl. Angie Hawryluk, RCMP Federal Enforcement Section. "Often times the medication is fake and has 
not been manufactured properly so it can cause unwanted side effects." 

The RCMP are reminding older adults of the following tips to protect themselves from falling victim to a fraud 
when ordering medication or health care products on line: 

- Does the price reasonably reflect the value or is it "too good to be true"? 
-Is the packaging properly labeled? 
- Are there spelling mistakes and is the wrapping material of poor quality? 
- Are you familiar with the place of purchase? 
- Are you shopping on a reputable retail site? 
- Does the quality of the product seem acceptable? 

There are legitimate online pharmacies; however there are also numerous fraudulent on line pharmacies that 
may sell medications illegally or do not follow proper procedures for filling out a prescription. Seniors are advised 
not to buy from an on line pharmacy that offers to prescribe a medication for the first time without a physical exam 
or if it sells a prescription medication without a prescription from your doctor. 

As with all on line services it is important to take the time to become informed and aware of possible scams and 
fraudulent companies. Seniors can be targeted as vulnerable consumers, however with some research on line use 
can be done in a safe manner. said Valerie White, CEO, Nova Scotia Department of Seniors. 

The RCMP is committed to educating citizens on the causes and dangers of elder abuse. For additional infor­ 
mation please contact www.seniors.gc.ca ( http://www.seniors.gc.ca/), www.gov.ns.ca/seniors or phone the Nova 
Scotia Senior Abuse Information Line: 1-877-833- 3377. 
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Inverness County Seniors' Games 2012 Held 
June 2nd at the Inverness Education Centre/Academy 

by Donalda MacDonald 
A n unaccustomed early morning rising on Saturday,June 2nd, was 
[Lade easier for me by being bright and sunny as I made my way to 
the 16th annual Senior Games, which are sponsored by the 
Recreation/Tourism Department of the Municipality. of the County of 
Inverness. 

As I pulled in to the parking lot of the Inverness Education Centre 
and Academy before 9 o'clock participants were already making their way 
to the school foyer. I roamed the halls and the gym for the next hour and 
saw small groups of men and women happily greeting old friends and 
chatting around the tables that had been set up around the perimeter of 
the gym. 

By 9:10 am there was a line up of health conscious individuals at the 
Freeman's Pharmacy table, where Cathy MacDougall and Karen Beaton Rita O'Keefe was emcee. 
were checking blood pressure and blood sugar levels. Throughout the 
morning, this booth remained popular with the attendees. 

Tea, coffee, biscuits, and oatcakes were available in the cafeteria; and much appreciated by those who had 
driven an hour or so to compete in the day's events. A total of 170 had pre-registered for the day and there 
were 25 or 30 "walk-ins". A registration fee of S5, which included a delicious buffet lunch prepared by the 
Ladies' Auxiliary of the Inverness Volunteer Fire Department, has to be the best "Entertainment/Lunch 
Included" deal in the county! 

The Games were officially opened by MLA Allan MacMaster, who urged everyone to bring a friend next 
year. Councillors Susan Malette and Gloria LeBlanc brought greetings from Municipal Council, Susan in 
both official languages. Gloria wished everyone a happy day. Mary Fleck, third vice-president of the Nation­ 
al Federation of Seniors and Pensioners, brought greetings from that organization. 

Rita O'Keefe, of the Margaree New Horizons Club, was the :tvlistress - r--------------, 
of Ceremonies for the day and asked for a minute of silence to re.mem­ 
ber those who had died in the past year. She welcomed the presenters 
and described the different venues for various events. The crowd then 
dispersed to pursue their individual interests and the Games were on! 

Two games that were introduced last year - Bocce Ball and the Corn 
Toss - were competitive events this year. Along with the Washer Toss, 
these were the three outdoor events. 

The competitive indoor events were Scrabble, 45's, and Cribbage. 
From what I saw, these are pretty serious competitions. Is it possible 
that reputations were on the line? Darts, also an indoor event, was 
played downstairs at the Legion but I must confess that I didn't get a 
chance to break away to enjoy any of this event. Nevertheless, every­ 
where I went everyone seemed to be having a great time. 

In addition to the competitive events, individuals who chose not 
to partake of them were free to stroll from one table or workshop to 
another throughout the morning, gleaning useful information. There were two new displays this year, one 
by local denturist, Natasha Gillis, who explained how dental problems could prevent a person from having 
an active lifestyle. She and her assistant, Gina Deagle, explained how important it is to be able to chew your 
food properly and handed out free dental brushes, to anyone who wanted one. We Seniors love freebies! 

I 

' \ 
i: 

Mary Fleck, third vice-president of 
the National Federation of Seniors 
and Pensioners. 
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