


EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK - INVERNESS COUNTY RECREATION, TOURISM, CULTURE AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICE 

Welcome summer! Welcome Festival season! Welcome Art Exhibits, Ceilidhs, fresh 
seafood and, hopefully, some warm beach weather! 
Gracing the covers of this issue is the work of just two of the many supremely talented 

artists that we have in abundance in Inverness County. I took these photos at the Inverness 
County Centre for the Arts when I attended the exhibit of woodworkers, which is due to close 
July 4th. 

On the front cover is a KWILA side table and chairs made by Brian Peters of Margaree. 
A sculpture, by Ian Sherman of Mabou, is on the back cover. I found this sculpture (Sylph) 

Marie Aucoin breathtakingly beautiful, I had a hard time tearing myself away from it. In both cases I fear that 
Editor photos can't do the pieces (or the artists) justice, their work really must be seen in person to 

be appreciated. I feel honoured to have been allowed to photograph and publish the work of 
so many of our artists over the years; I never cease to be in awe of their talent. 

On that note, I'd like to suggest that all of us make a point of getting out and about this summer and take in 
all that Inverness County has to offer. Become a tourist in your own little Paradise! Take in the exhibits at ICCA, 
visit the artists in their studios and discover just how many talented artists make Inverness County their home 
(or home-away-from-home during the summer months.) There are artists here producing work in every possible 
genre. There are also courses and workshops on offer. For those not listed on page 28, contact the Municipal 
Recreation/Tourism office for more listings (902) 787-2274 or check the local weekly newspaper, the Inverness 
Oran. 

Take in a ceilidh or dance. Enjoy the farmer's markets in the area. Spend time on the beaches and hiking trails, 
or hop on your bike or ATV and enjoy the scenery. Stop in at some of the wonderful little hidden gems off the 
beaten track, such as those little coffee shops and cafes tucked away waiting to be discovered. 

Treat yourself, your family and friends to a tour - we're Inverness County .... Yours to Discover, so do yourself a 
favour and "discover" to your heart's content. 

Inside this issue you'll find the results of the 2011 Seniors' Games. That was such a fun day for me, I never feel 
like I'm working when I cover the Games! Congratulations to all Inverness County Seniors' Clubs, presenters and 
volunteeers who came together to make the 14th Annual Senior Games such a great success again this year. 

Festival and events organizers don't forget, the NS Tourism, Culture & Heritage website at: 
www.novascotia.com will publish event information on their website free of charge. This is an excellent market­ 
ing opportunity which should utilized to the fullest as this site is visited by many tourists planning trips to NS. For 
more information on promoting your festival or events, please contact the Recreation/Tourism office at (902) 

787-2274. 
1 hope that I'll see many of you this summer as we enjoy this very special place together! 
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ANCESTORS UNLIMITED 
HELPING TO FIND YOUR 

INVERNESS COUNTY ROOTS 
by Dr Jim St. Clair 

PUBLICATIONS: 
Fragile and Fanciful, The Story of Nova Scotia 
Glass, Deborah Trask (Goose Lane Publishers, 
Halifax, 2011. 120 pages with black and white 
photographs and a useful index.) 

A Curator Emeritus of the Nova Scotia Mu­ 
seum, Deborah Trask brings many years of en­ 
thusiasm to this presentation of the short story of 
three companies involved in the manufacturing 
of glassware in Nova Scotia. The items produced 
in that period are now highly 
valued collectibles. 

Trask brings to the reader 
an interesting insight into the 
people of Nova Scotia as she 
presents a craft/art of the 
period just after Confedera­ 
tion. As well, a short appendix discusses the dif­ 
ficulties encountered when attempting to photo­ 
graph glasswares for inclusion in the publication. 

very helpful publication for libraries and histori­ 
cal and genealogical societies. 

The listings of other research guides by Angus 
Baxter may be found on the website for the 
Genealogical Publishing Company at: 
http:/ /www.genealogical.com/ 

In Search of Your Canadian Roots, 
Third Edition, Angus Baxter (first published in 
1994 and republished in 2008 by Genealogical 
Publishing Company, 3600 Clipper Mill Road, 
Suite 260, Baltimore, Maryland 21211.) Price is 
$30.00 US plus mailing cost. This revised edi­ 
tion includes new sources available through the 
internet. 

With a clear summary of the holdings in the 
National Archives of Canada, this four-hundred 
page book includes references as well to the 
material available in the Latter Day Saints Library 
(LDS). 

The various ethnic groups are discussed with 
particular reference to suitable repositories. 

Organized province-by-province this guide 
is suitable, not only for beginners in genealogical 
research, but also those more experienced who 
wish a refresher course in the types of material 
available and where they may be accessed. A 

Nova Scotia Immigrants to 1867, Vols I and II, 
Leonard and Norma Smith (first published in 
1994 and reprinted in 2007.) Available from the 

Genealogical Publishing 
Company, 3600 Clipper 
Mill Road, Suite 260, Bal­ 
timore, Maryland 21211. 
Vol I is $45.00 (US) plus 
postage. Vol II is $32.50 
(US) plus postage. Both 

are also available on CD. 
Vol I contains much material from a 

variety of manuscript sources in the archives of 
Nova Scotia, Boston, Ottawa, London and Paris. 
The listings are for about 10,000 immigrants. 

Vol II adds another 1500 names found in 
periodicals published outside of Nova Scotia and 
in diaries and journals. 

"Everyone has ancestors and it is only 
a question of going back far enough 
to find a good one." 

. Howard Kenneth Nixon 

LAND GRANT PETITIONS: 
MORRISON - In 1817, two Morrisons (who may 
well have been brothers) applied for land along 
the SW Mabou River. Allan Morrison, stated 
that he was 23 years of age, was born in Prince 
Edward Island and came with his parents to Cape 
Breton when he was younger. He requested a lot 
between the two branches of the Mabon River. 
Patrick Morrison, aged 21, petitioned for land 
in the rear of lots 4 and 5 on the west side of the 
Mabou River. 

ROACH - In 1813, Patrick Roach, who stated in 
his land grant petition that he was 25 years old 
and a native of Detmore(?) Co. Waterford, 
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Continued from page 3...ANCESTORS 

Ireland and employed as a coal miner for five 
years, wished to have 500 acres along the SW 
Margaree River, opposite the land assigned to a 
settler named Doody. Roach was assigned 200 
acres. 
DooDY - In 1813, Thomas Doody - who stated 
that he was a native of Newfoundland 
and had been a resident of Cape Breton 
for 14 years - requested 200 acres and 
was assigned that amount between 
Marguerite(sic) River and Fryar's(sic) 
Head. (He may be the same Thomas 
Doody who previously acquired a land 
grant in the Baddeck River area.) 
RYAN- In 1813, Martin Ryan, a native 
of County Waterford, Ireland - who 
stated that he had worked for five 
years in the coal mines - requested 
500 acres near Doody's line. He was granted 200 
acres. [Roach, Ryan and Doody may have been friends 
who wished to live near one another.] 

MORTIMER (Query)- The petition for land by 
William Mortimer, aged 46 and a native of Ire­ 
land, contains the names of many local residents 
who are identified as "magistrates and principal 
inhabitants of Port Hood and Mabou." 

Mortimer, a blacksmith, "was encouraged" to 
come from Nova Scotia to Cape Breton in 1809. 
To wit: "He has been of public service and was 
induced to settle on vacant land on which he has 
made considerable improvements.' It appears 
that someone by the name of John Dowling was 
attempting to acquire the land. 

Mortimer's claim on the land on which he 
settled, is supported by the following who signed 
their names to his petition: William Watts, J.P., 
James Bull, J.P, Denis Murphy, Benjamin Worth, 
John Worth, John Roper, Alexander Fraser, Isaac 
Smith, David Smith, Archibald McDonald, 
Dougald McCormich, Edward King, Mathew 
Hawley, James Hawley, James Murphy, Phin­ 
ley McDonald, John Smith, John McDonald, 
Niel(sic) McQuarrie, Donald McDonald, and 
Rubin Young. 

On the petition, the land in dispute appears 
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to be half of lot 3 south side of north-east branch 
of the River Margarie(sic), assigned-named "Pais­ 
ley:" 

However, Mortimer continued to live at 
Mabou where he died. The location of his black­ 

smith forge is known to be near Murray's 
Bridge. Is the information on the petition in 
error regarding the land at Margaree? Who 

has information about this to share? 

QUERIES: 
DOWNEY - A descendant of the 

Downey family (formerly of the Mabou 
area - Mount Young -and now of Van­ 

couver) is searching for information about 
the Downeys. This family appears to be that 
of Patrick Downey who applied for land in Port 
Hood in 1816 adjacent to Edward Hayes. In his 
petition he had stated that he was a native of 

County Kilkenny, Ireland, and an emigrant from 
Newfoundland, where he had settled in 1809. 

Apparently, some dispute had arisen between 
Downey and Hector McNiel{sic) concerning this 
land. In 1820, Downey, in a letter to Governor 
Ainslie, reported his age as 32 and stated that he 
had been a resident of Cape Breton for four years. 
He further stated that he had lost part of his land 
in Port Hood due to the settling on a portion of 
it by one Andrew Doran. He (Downey) ap­ 
pears then to have settled on a new lot on Mount 
Young. 
MATHESON - Patricia Gillis of Sydney is search­ 
ing for information about her ancestors in the 
Whycocomagh area. Was Norman Matheson 
- the blacksmith of Whycocomagh - formerly of 
Little Narrows and perhaps connected to the Gil­ 
lises of Skye Glen? What (if any) relationship was 
there between "Red" Dan Matheson of Whyco­ 
comagh and Norman Matheson: they were both 
blacksmiths. 
RESPONSE TO AN EARLIER QUERY: 
In our Spring 2011, Vol 32, No.l issue, we ran a 
query asking for information on descendants of 
James Maclellan & Ann (Ross) MacLellan of the 
Whycocomagh area. We thank Alexander Miller 
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ANCESTORS UNLIMITED continued from page 4... 

of Sydney Forks, who has been kind enough to 
share the information which appears on the next 
page. Alexander is following the Coady line. 
The following information appears to relate to 

Barbara MacLellan, a daughter of James 
MacLellan and Ann (Ross) MacLellan: 
Notes for Barbara MacLellan: 
<mgdoyle> 17 Feb 2002 ... Barbara MacLellan, 
d/o James & Annie MacLellan; b ca 1891 Whyco­ 
comagh NS; m Daniel Coady 18 Aug 1910 Port 
Morien NS [cites marr cert.] 
Genealogy.com query, Daniel Donovan 7 & 15 
Apr 2002 ... Barbara MacLellan of Whycocomagh, 
Cape Breton m Daniel Joseph Coady; res'd Glace 
Bay. 
Notes for Daniel Joseph Coady: 
1891 Census NE Margaree District 1 household 
40 ... Daniel, 8, b NS, s/o John & Sarah Coady. 
1901 Canada Census NE Margaree gives <lob as 
10 Aug 1881. 
<mgdoyle> 17 Feb 2002 ... b "The Margarees" NS; 
m Barbara MacLellan 18 Aug 1910 Port Morien 
NS [cites marr cert.] 
<gerard.miller> 17 Feb 2002 ... Daniel John, b ca 
1883. 
Obit Sydney Post-Record 25 Oct 1947 ... Dan E. 
DR ROBERT MORGAN 

It is with considerable sadness that we mark the recent death of Dr. Robert (Bob) Morgan of Sydney. 
A former head of the Beaton Institute, Bob was an enthusiastic friend oflocal and family history on 

the Island of Cape Breton. His research into and writings about the Colonial Period of Cape Bre- 
ton are particularly insightful and helpful to history buffs. He loved museums and promoted them 
through his activities with museological associations. 

Through his relationship with the family of his late wife, Barbara MacKinnon Morgan, he had a 
deep affection for Inverness County. 

His buoyancy and good cheer and energetic lectures will long be recalled with affection. His 
cheery welcome to the Beaton Institute will be remembered fondly by many. 

Thank you Bob for your sincere caring and positive contributions to Cape Breton History. I 

(J.) Coady, 64, Glace Bay NS, d 24 Oct 1947; bur 
St. Anne Parish Cem. 
Genealogy.com query, Daniel Donovan 7 & 15 
Apr 2002 ... Daniel Joseph Coady m Barbara 
MacLellan ofWhycocomagh, Cape Breton; res'd 
Glace Bay; coal company harness-maker 1910- 
1915. 
Obit Dan Edward Coady, Halifax Herald 25 Oct 
1993 ... Joseph & Barbara (MacLellan) Coady had 
son Dan Edward, b New Waterford ca 1916. 
Notes for Daniel Edward Coady: 
OBIT, Halifax Herald 25 Oct 1993 ... Daniel Ed­ 
ward, b New Waterford CB, s/o Joseph & Barbara 
(MacLellan) Coady; m Dorothy Tufts, 5 ch: Dan­ 
iel, Paul, Bruce, David, Mary; empl Dom Coal 
48 yrs (admin/purchasing), ret 1985, WWII vet 
(RCAF); res'd Union St, Glace Bay => 55 Minto 
St; d Glace Bay Community Hosp 23 Oct 1993 & 
75; RC, 
funeral MacGillivray's Funeral Chapel, bur St. 
Anne's Cem. 
Notes for Dorothy Coady: 
OBIT ... Dorothy, b Petites NL, d/o George & Han­ 
nah (Courtney) Tufts, m Coady; d 8 Mar 1995 
@ 73; funeral Epworth Church, bur Greenwood 
Cem, Glace Bay. 

GENEALOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF NOVA SCOTIA - GANS> 

In addition to publishing The Nova Scotia Genealogist three times a year, with articles of interest to family his­ 
torians and researchers, the Association provides a series of workshops at various places in the province and 

offers a service of publishing queries and provides access to data files of the organization. Membership may 
be obtained by emailing: gans@chebucto.ns.ca or by mailing a membership application form found on line at: 
http: //www.chebucto.ns.ca/ Recreation/GANS/ 

The annual membership fee is $25.00 and new memberships may be obtained at any time of the year. 
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Post Office Corner, Port Hood, N.S, 

Post Office Corner, Port Hood, circa 1920 

Pnrt Hnd Plans 
ta Celebrate This 
Summer 

Port Hood will celebrate 
its mining heritage July 

21-24th, in commem­ 
oration of the role that 
coal mining played in its 
history. Activities will 
include a Coal Miners 
Ceilidh and Heritage Tea, 
which will also feature a 
slide show on Port Hood's 
mining history. Lynn 
Chisholm (herself the 
daughter of a miner) and 
others will entertain at the 

ceilidh. 
At 3:30 pm on Saturday, July 23, there will be an official dedication of the Miners' Memorial Monu­ 

ment at the Port Hood Day Park; this memorial is to commemorate the men who were killed in the Port 
Hood mines over the years. On Sunday, July 24, the tombstone of the four Bulgarian men who died in 
Port Hood's largest mining disaster of 1908, will be blessed at St. Peter's Parish cemetery. 

The highlight of the weekend will be a concert by the Men of the Deeps choir at Strathspey Place on 
the Saturday evening. The Men of the Deeps are all miners or former miners. 

Other events include a historical walking tour at the former mine site (Port Hood Day Park), and a 
roast beef dinner at the Parish Hall. 
Chestico Museum Miners' Memorial Weekend Schedule: 
Thursday, July 21 - Coal Miners' Ceilidh & Heritage Tea at the Museum 

7:00 pm -Audio Visual Presentation on Mining Disasters 
8:00 pm -Lynn Chisholm (and friends) in concert 

Friday, July 22 A Walking Tour of the Board Walk 
6:30 pm - Meet at the Port Hood Day Park Board Walk. 
Tour guide Charles MacDonald will share the history of mining in Port Hood. 
(Most of Port Hood's coal mining took place under the harbour water) 
Refreshments & Tea will be served after at the Chestico Museum 

Saturday, July 23 3:30 pm -Official Dedication of the Miners' Memorial Monument at Day Park 
4:30 to 6.30 - Roast Beef Dinner at St. Peter's Parish Hall in Port Hood 
7:30 pm - Men of the Deeps Concert@ Strathspey Place, Mabou 

Sunday, July 24 11: 15 am -Official Blessing of the Bulgarian Miners' tombstone 
at St. Peter's Catholic Cemetery 

Port Hood to Celebrate 225th Anniversary 
This year marks the 225th anniversary of the first settlement of Port Hood. In 1786 several Loyal­ 

ist families sailed into Port Hood harbour from Guys borough. These families had been uprooted by the 
American Revolution and forced to leave the new United States because of their support of the British 
Crown. Exiled from their former homes, they chose to move north to the colony of Nova Scotia, rriany 
settling first at Shelburne or Halifax, the Annapolis Valley and Guysborough County. Several hundred 
made their way to the separate colony of Cape Breton after 1785, where they were given government 
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PORT HOOD...continued from page 6 

rations, supplies and building materials to assist them in their first few years. 
Among these first settlers were the Smith, Hawley, Worth and Watts families. Another family was that 
of John Roper. Most of these names are familiar to us today through their descendants, although some 
family names have disappeared from the local records. 

From 1786-1800, Port Hood developed as a Loyalist settlement. Town lots were laid out by surveyors, 
trade was established with other settlements on mainland Nova Scotia and with Prince Edward Island, and 
farms carved out from the wilderness. Port Hood became the primary settlement on the west side of Cape 
Breton Island in these early years. 

This summer, in addition to our Miners Memorial Weekend, we will also commemorate those hardy 
settlers who put down first roots in this part of Canada. During Chestico Days (August 2- 7) our mu­ 
seum's float will reflect this heritage and members of our historical society will be available to answer ques­ 
tions on this part of our history. 

View of Port Hood in the distance with the "company houses" in the foreground 

NOTICE: TO ANYONE WITH AN INTEREST IN THE HAWLEY'S OF PORT HOOD/MABOU 

An informal Hawley family reunion will be held July 9/10 in Port Hood. 
A "Meet & Greet" will be held at the Al Mclnnis arena in Port Hood from 
1 to 5 pm on July 9th (bring your lawn chairs and genealogy/family trees.) 
We also hope to arrange a church service & a cemetery tour of our 
ancestors' graves for Sunday July 10th (more information on this will be 
available at the the Meet & Greet). 

Those interested in attending the family reunion may contact Brenda n 
{LET'%-4=«war. e5 
tact her at these coordinates after July 2nd - she ·will already be in Nova Scotia ~ - 
by then. Just come out to the event and meet everyone there.) 

We look forward to meeting everyone. See you there. 
(Ed note: This is the same weekend that a community Lobster Picnic ($8) and Concert complete 
with ''Bounct• A-Rama's," Beer Garden, Boat Rides and Canteen Facilities is held on the arena 
grounds. Therefore, there should be lots of fun for everyone at this event.] 
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