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THE INVERNESS COUNTY RECREATION, TOURISM,
CuLTURE AND COMMUNTITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICE REPORT
127H ANNUAL SENIORS GAMES
Congratulations to all the Inverness County
Seniors Clubs, presenters, volunteers and
individuals who attended this year’s Senior
Games and helped make it another successful day!
Coverage of the Games starts on page 18 of this issue.

Summer/FaLL EVENTs BROCHURE
“ Our bright orange 2008 Summer & Fall Events brochure
should have arrived in County mailboxes by now. Once
again this brochure is brimming with information on
dances, festivals, concerts, ceilidhs, special events and
other indoor and outdoor activities.

Another brochure is also available this year. Entitled
Dancing Around Inverness County, this brochure contains
a map and listings for all of the dances and ceilidhs playing
throughout the county. It also contains information on
the arts and culture centres located around the county.
Be sure to pick one up. This brochure is available ar all
Visitor Information Centres, the dance halls and
community centres, as well as at the Municipal Building/
Courthouse in Port Hood at 375 Main Street.

Both of these brochures and the Inverness County
visitor's guide, The Sunset Side of Cape Breton [sland, are
available at the Inverness County Recreation/Tourism
Department located in Port Hood. Why not pick up
some extra copies to send to family and friends planning
to visit this summer or falll  Clearly, theres lots to see
and do in Inverness County this summer and fall season!

RECREATION & CONTINUING EDUCATION

Our school and community programmers will be
coordinating courses and instructors for program
registration in September. If there is a parrticular
program, workshop or class you would like to see offered
in your community or if you have a talent you would
like to share as an instrucror, be sure to discuss it with
your local programmer. Instructors set their own
schedules and rates. For more information and a list of
programfners, contact the Recreation/Tourism office at
787-3508, or email: amaceachern@invernessco.com.
Note: Programmers have a deadline of August 15 to
have their course offerings ready for our next issue.
————|
SUBMISSION DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE OF
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Amendments to Heritage Property Act Introduced
An amendment to the Heritage Property Act was
introduced May 23. This amendment will
provide added protection for municipal heritage
properties while the entire Act is under review:

Under the Heritage Property Act, owners of
municipally-registered heritage properties must
apply to the municipality if they want to demolish
or substantially alter the exterior of a building.

The application is reviewed by a heritage
advisory committee, with municipal council
making a final decision. When a

NS Archives Launch

Built Heritage Resource Guide

Nova Scotians interested in researching the history
of their homes and properties now have a new
Internet resource on their side.

The Built Heritage Resource Guide, created by
Nova Scotia Archives and Records Management,
will help Nova Scotians explore the history behind
the province's older homes and buildings. From
the French Colonial to the Tudor Revival, this
online resource showcases four centuries of Nova

Scotia's architectural heritage.

request is denied, the owner

This amendment will extend
that waiting period from one to
two years and will be in effect until September 1,
2009. A Treasured Past, a Precious Future: A
Heritage Strategy for Nova Scotia, released in
February, included a commitment for a
comprehensive review of the act to begin this year.

"This amendment is an interim measure to offer
more protection for registered municipal heritage
properties while we conduct a thorough review of
the act and consult with all interested parties,"
said Jamie Muir, Minister of Service Nova Scotia
and Municipal Relations on behalf of Bill Dooks,
Minister of Tourism, Culture and Heritage. "A
two-year waiting period will allow more time to
consider all the options to preserve a building with
heritage value.”

The Heritage Property Act allows for properties
to be registered with the municipality, the
province, or both. Applications to alter or
demolish a provincially-registered heritage
property are made to the Minister of Tourism,
Culture and Heritage following a review by the
Advisory Council on Heritage Property, and
cabinet makes the final binding decision.

A full review of the Heritage Property Act is expected
to be completed by Fall 2009.
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There are about 269 provincially-

The guide introduces

must wait one year before registered and 1,500 municipally- Internet visito.rs to the
altering or demolishing the | registered heritage properties in standard archival resources
property without approval. | Nova Scotia. used in tracing the history of

older homes, buildings and
properties. Hundreds of
digitized photographs and maps explore building
materials, architectural styles and demonstrate
how homes and communities are shaped by the
passage of time, disaster, or the renovation of older
buildings for reuse.

"Nova Scotia is a province that is moving
forward while remaining committed to its rich
heritage," said provincial archivist Brian Speirs.
"Nova Scotians have invested heavily in their
historical architectural heritage, whether it's a
community church, a family home, or a long-
standing business. These structures reflect our
past, and through the Built Heritage Resource
Guide, may reveal new chapters in the stories of
our forbears."

The guide was created with a variety of
researchers in mind. Students will find easy-to-
access information and photographs. Community
historians will discover new resources for local
history, archeology, or genealogy. Developers and
architects will draw on the guide for land
development and reuse of existing structures.

The Built Heritage Resource Guide is available on
the Nova Scotia Archives and Records
Continued next page...ANCESTORS
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Management website at www.gov.ns.ca/nsarm/
virtual/builtheritage/.

The guide also links to related websites such as
the Nova Scotia Historic Places Initiative at
www.nshistoricplaces.ca . This site includes the
Nova Scotia Register of Historic Places, celebrating
almost 800 designated locations throughout the
province and providing

Rare photographs tell the story of how the
Yarmouth Steamship Company and the Dominion
Atlantic Railway firsc brought tourists to Nova
Scotia. Other images show early resorts like Kedge
Lodge, Milton House and the grand hotels of the
1930s. Still others show exploring more than a
century ago with Mi'kmaw guides, men in

business suits paddling

useful information about
maintaining heritage
properties.

New Exhibit on the

history of Tourism

in Nova Scotia

There is a new online
exhibit on the history of
tourism in Nova Scotia.
Launched during Tourism
Week by Nova Scotia
Archives and Records
Management, the exhibit,
Canada's Ocean Playground:
The Tourism Industry in
Nova Scotia, 1870-1970,
celebrates the first 100 years of welcoming visitors
to the province.

"Through all these years, the tourism industry
has been, and continues to be, a mainstay of our
economy and part of the social fabric of the
province," said Bill Dooks, Minister of Tourism,
Culture and Heritage. "While our promotional
campaigns have changed with the times, the core
strengths that bring people to Nova Scotia -- the
beautiful ocean and coastline, a vibrant culture
and history, and our warm, friendly people --
remain the same."

The resource uses about 7,000 digitized images,
including archival photographs, film footage,
documentary art and the largest known collection
of Nova Scotia travel literature, in nine searchable
exhibits.

"This is the first web resource of its kind in
Canada," said Brian Speirs, provincial archivist.
"No other province or territory has examined its
history of tourism so thoroughly. The website
clearly demonstrates the industry's communicy-
based strength and adaptability over the years."

Denys Mountain.

Paged

St Margaret of Scotland Church on River

' canoes, and women in
long skirts showing-off
their fly-fishing skills.
The website also
features a separate exhibit
of more than 2,500
photographs taken in the
early 1930s by travel
writer Clara Dennis, the
first woman to drive the
Cabot Trail while it was
Llnder COnS[rUC[iOn.

Photo and film archives of

the Nova Scotia
Information Service are
available with 2,200
images of life in Nova
Scotia from 1945 ro 1970.

Selected items from the web resource are also on
display throughout the summer at the Nova Scotia
Archives Building, 6016 University Ave., Halifax.

Canada's Ocean Playground is available online at
www.gov.ns.ca/nsarm/virtual/tourism/ .

Nova Scotia Archives and Records Management
acquires, preserves and makes available the province's
documentary heritage.

More Tourism, Culture and Heritage News
Community museums across the province
willreceive an additional $670,000 this year to
help preserve and promote Nova Scotia's heritage.

The province's 67 community museums receive
a total of almost $1 million annually through the
Community Museum Assistance Program. This
year, each community museum will receive an
additional one-time grant of $10,000.

"Our heritage strategy identified a need for
greater support for museums,” said Bill Dooks,

Continued next page...Axcestors
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Minister of Tourism, Culture and Heritage. "These
community museums, and the heritage workers
and volunteers who operate them, tell the local
stories that make up our unique and diverse
heritage. I'm pleased to be able to provide this
much-needed support."

The funding will be used to maintain
infrastructure, refresh exhibits and support
operations.

Needless to say, the announcement of this
funding came as a welcome relief to community
museums across Inverness County. Most of these
museums operate on shoe-string budgets and
survive only because of the dedication of volunteers
who work long hours to keep them operating.

Hopefully, although this was announced as a
one-time grant, it will become an annual event;
our museums, archives, performance centres and
art centres are an important linchpin in our
tourism infrastructure and are becoming ever more
integral in the effort to attract more tourists to this
area.

Nova Scotia's heritage strategy, A Treasured Past,
A Precious Future, was released in February. The
strategy outlines three broad directions and makes
several recommendations specific to museums,
including the development of an interpretive
master plan. In addition to providing support for
67 community museums, the province also funds
the Nova Scotia Museum's 27 sites.

Fund-Raising Draw

This summer tickets will once again be sold
for a draw on a hand-woven Chestico
Tartan Blanket. The draw will take place at
the regular Historical Society meeting
scheduled for September 15th. To
purchase tickets, please drop in to the
Chestico Museum in Port Hood, or contact
us by email at:
chesticomuseum@ns.aliantzinc.ca

or, write to us at Chestico Museum, P.O.
Box 144, Port Hood, N.S., BOE 2W0. All
profits from the sale of tickets go toward
the ongoing expenses of the Chestico
Society Last year’s winner was Pearl (Smith)
Whalen of Kingston, N.S.
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Library and Archives Canada Website

CDC (Canada’s Digital Collections) are now
archived here. CDC was operated by Industry
Canada between 1996 and 2004 to provide young
Canadians with skills and experience in preparing
digital Canadian content of local, regional and
international interest. The various collections that
were produced during this time period have now
been archived by Library and Archives Canada.
These can now be found in alphabetically searched
listings at this site:
htep://epe.lac-bac.gc.ca/100/205/301/ic/cdc/E/
Alphabet.asp or, if you wish, start at: htep://
collectionscanada.ca/website/index-e.html and
search for Canada’s Digital Collection.

For example, the Early Alberta Newspapers
Collection has been linked through the Alberta
Heritage Digitization Project. Both dailies and
non-dailies (weeklies, erc.) are in the collection.
The majority of the newspapers have been scanned
from microfilm and microfiche.

Currently, the collection is organized by place
and by the date of the microfilm roll. For dailies,
you can get within three months of the date you
are looking for. For weeklies and irregular
frequency newspapers, selecting a roll will usually
get you within a few years of the date you're
looking for. These can be found in a searchable
database a: hup://www.ourfutureourpast.ca/
newspapr/ O

Celtic Music Interpretive Centre Archives

The Mission Statement of the Celric Music
Interpretive Centre is to collect, preserve and
promote the traditional Celtic music of Cape
Breton Island through Education, Research and
Performance.

We are able to store documents, photographs,
letters, recordings, and many items of
informarional value, in a climate-controlled space.
Contact us if you have questions about making
donations to the archives and library.

Materials on Site

Archival marerials at the Centre include audio
cassettes, photographs, video and ephemera
relating to the sound and sights of Cape Breton's

Continued next page...ANCESTORS
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Celtic music traditions. For instance, the
Inverness County Audio Collection is an extensive
resource of interviews with fiddlers, piano players,
dancers, and other musicians.

These collections reveal unique features of the
music within the context of community and
family. As we share information about the past
lives of musicians, we also keep company with
those who carry on the living tradition of music.

By collecting stories, tracing family connections,
and recording community histories, our traditions
as well as technical aspects of the music will be
preserved for future generations. Musicians and
enthusiastic followers will continue to enjoy the
music that crisscrosses Scottish, Irish, Acadian, and
Mi'kmagq heritages in Cape Breton.

The Archives has recently completed a Global
Assessment with the help of conservator Julia
Landry of Leaf by Leaf Book & Paper Conservation
Service.

Through the National Archival Development
Program, the conservator did a study of the
archives within the organization and listed short-
term, medium and long-term goals for the archives
and provided a professional report to CMIC
archivist Virginia Maclsaac. The report is a
document that the CMIC Archives will use for
planning future development and is an important
step for an institutional archive in preparing
preservation policies and procedures.

The CMIC acknowledges the financial support
of the Government of Canada through Library and
Archives Canada for the completion of this project.

We welcome visitors to the reading room, where
you can read, watch a video, or listen to music.
The Resource Library displays tune books, history
and reference books, magazines, and journals, as
well as information files on many local musicians,
events, and venues.

If you have a specific topic to research, please
contact us in advance so that we may prepare
material for your visit. Hours of operation:
Monday - Saturday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Sundays:
10 a.m. - 7 p.m. Email: info@celticmusicsite.com
Website: www.celticmusicsite.com
There is a one-time Admission Cost of $12.00 +
Tax (which includes Exhibit Room, Music
Demonstration, Resource Library and Archives.)
Or, purchase a Season Pass at a cost of $10 +tax
which is good for unlimited visits year round.

Nova Scotia Archives and Records Management
This site: heep://www.freegendata.com/cgi-bin/1/
jump.cgi?ID=9577&afscrc=1 contains a
searchable database for records of the Court for
Divorce and Matrimonial Causes, 1759-1960.
As stated on the site: Although accumulated and
retained in Halifax these files include most divorces
granted in Nova Scotia. Individual files may
contain marriage records, divorce petitions, and
other documents recording court proceedings and
decisions. The Divorce Cause Books series may
include some cases filed in error at local courthouses.

Municipality of Inverness

Don’t forget that an excellent resource for finding
old records and information is at our own
Municipal Registry of Deeds office at the
Municipal Buildings in Port Hood. The address is
375 Main Street, Port Hood, or contact them at
(902) 787-2274. Many other items of interest to
researchers and genealogists can also be found in
our local museums, libraries, churches and
cemeteries. An often overlooked resource can be
one of the most enjoyable - sit down and have a
cup of tea with a senior and invite them to answer
your many questions. M

CANADIAN TIRE JUMPSTART FUNDING PROGRAM
Canadian Tire believes that all kids should have the chance to run, play, and grow. That's why they created Canadian
Tire JumpStart, a community-based charitable program for families, that helps kids in need participate in organized
sports and recreational activities such as hockey, ice-skating, soccer, baseball, and much more. If you can't afford to
enrol your child in one of the many recreation and sport programs in Inverness County, because it's hard to make

ends meet, we can help. Contact the Inverness County Recreation/Tourism Department Program for an application
form for the JumpStart program, or call 787-3508/3507 for more information.
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