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SENIOR GAMES

We are very happy to report
another successful Inverness County
Senior Games. The games were held
June 5% with over 220 seniors
gathered at the Inverness Academy.
We would like to say Thank YOU!
again to all those who attended, and
especially to our volunteers who
helped make the day so successfull

TRACK & FIELD DAY

On Friday, July 9, the
Inverness County Recreation/ Tourism
Department will hold a Track & Field
Day for children ages 5 to 14. The day
will run from 9 am to approximately 2
pm at the Judique Recreation Grounds,
with registration starting at 9 am.
Activities will include the softball
throw, standing long jump, 4 x 100

relay as well as sprint ranging from .

100 meters to 1600 meters. Each
participant will compete in events
according to their age group. Age is
determined by the child’s age as of
December 31, 1999. Each participant
is limited to two field events and one
running event; or two running events
and one field event. For information
on the Track & Field Fun Day, contact
the Invermess County
Recreation/Tourism Department at
787-2274.

FESTIVALS & EVENTS

Non profit organizations
holding events that are open to the
public are encouraged to keep the
Inverness County Recreation and
Tourism Department up to date on
your activities so we may help you
promote them throughout the summer.
Telephone: 787-2274 or FAX: 787-
3110.

NOTE: Our Inverness County
Festivals & Events brochures were
distributed to households and
businesses throughout Inverness

- County in early June. They have also

been distributed to all Visitor
Information Centers throughout Cape
Breton, and they are available at the

Port Hood Office. Information from
the brochure is also available online at
website: www.invernessco.com

For further information on
festivals and events across Cape
Breton, Tourism Cape Breton has a toll
free number: 1-888-562-9848.Their
website: www.cbmusic.com

FALL REGISTRATION
Just a reminder that our
school programmers are now
preparingfor the upcoming fall session
of Inverness County Recreation and
Adult Education course offerings. If
you have any comments on courses
that are offered, if you would like to
see a certain course or workshop held
in your area or if you are interested in
instruction a course, we have
incorporated a questionnaire in this
issue of Partici-Paper. We would be

very interest in hearing from you!
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Questionnaire

If you have previously taken a course offered by the
Recreation/Tourism Department, please begin at Question
#1, if not begin at Question #4.

1. Did you receive good value? Yes No
Comments

2. Would you recommend a course offered by the
Recreation/Tourism Department to a friend?

Yes No

Comments

3. How can we make it better for you the next time?

4, What new or different courses and/or workshops would
you like to see offered and where? Give the course name,
the community, and the instructor name/phone, (if known).

5. New and returning instructors are always welcome.
Would you be interested in instructing a course or
workshop through the Department? Give us your name and

phone number, the course(s), and communities where you
would like to teach.

Tell Us What

You Think | | |

Each Spring and Fall, the
Recreation/Tourism Department
offers a variety of courses and
workshops in'schools, community
halls and private homes
throughout the Municipality.
The goal is to promote enjoyable
learning opportunities for all age
groups in Inverness County
communities. To be successfulin
offering programs that are truly
of interest to potential
participants, it is necessary tfo
receive input from YOU the
residents of Inverness County.
This is your opportunity to share

your ideas, thoughts and
comments on programming
opportunities.

Your participationin this
questionnaire will help us to
better understand your program
needs and interests. The results
of the following short
questionnaire will be used to
assist in preparing for future
program offerings.

Please send your
respanses by August 1, 1999 to
Inverness County
Recreation/Tourism Dept, P O
Box 179, Port Hood, NS BROE
2WO:; or by FAX to (902) 787-
3110; or by e-mail to

ddoiron@invernessco.com




The True Story of the Legendary Granny Ross

The following is a condensed version of an
article by Elva E. Jackson a great-great-great grand
daughter of Henriette Lejeuns Ross of North East
Margaree. The original can be found among Elva
Jackson’s papers at the Beaton Institute af UCCB.
There has been confusion about the Granny Ross story
perpetuated by what is written on her gravestone which
is located near St. Patrick’s Church at North East
Margaree, by the account found in MacDougall’s
History of Inverness County, and in various other
sources.

This is the documented history which separates
what is truth and what is fiction on the gravestone
which  reads: “In memory of The Litfle Woman
Henriette Lejeune wife of James J. Ross, pioneer. The
first white woman to settle in North East Margaree,
Born in France 1743, Died in Margaree 1860. Fought
with the French in the Second Siege of Louisbourg
1758, Administered smallpox vaccine Brought with her
from France To the Settlers of this Valley. Benefactress
of both white and Indian. Erected by her Great-

Grandson, Thomas E. Ross.”

In 1745, a New England force captured
Fortress Louisbourg, but by the Treaty of Aix-la-
Chapelle, Isle Royale was restored to France. On
neighboring lands was a community known as Little
Bras d’Or or French Village, occupied by entensive
Lejeune and LeRoi families. On 5 November 1754,
Joseph Lejeune and Martine LeRoi married in
Louisbourg, and they were to become the parents of
Marie-Henriette Lejeune.

When Louisbourg was attacked by a large
British force at the beginning of June 1758, no one
there believed the fortress would fall. Then, as the
seige went on, the Acadians in the outlying
settlements, subject to British marauders, began to
despair. The British, determined to rid Isle Royale
and Ile St.Jean of all the French, loaded them on ships
to be sent to France. The Lejeune and LeRoi familes,
caught in the maelstrom, their homes burned, were
among those deported. After a terrible crossing with
severe storms and many deaths, the Lejeune and
LeRoi families disembarked at Rochefort, a city on the
Bay of Biscay in southwestern France.

There, on the evening of 13 August 1762,
Henriette was born. The following morning, she was
taken for baptism at the parish church of Saint-Louis,
This record still exists.

The Acadian families at Rochefort were not

happy in France and they felt oppressed by restrictive
13‘,55_), The Treaty of Paris in 1763 ended fhe Seven
Years’ War and left to France only the archipelago of
Saint Pierre and Miquelon, and in that same year,
Acadians began to arrive at these French islands.

The Joseph and Martine Lejeune family were among
the first to arrive, and they were definitely on
Miquelon in 1764 when their daughter Marthe was
born and their second son Charles. :

As the flow of refugees continued to pour into
Miquelon, the available resources on the island were
strained and in 1766 a royal decree ordered the
Acadians either to return to France or Nova Scotia.
Le Lejeune and LeRoi familes chose to return to Little
Bras d’Or, where they remained for eleven years.

During this period, French settlement was still
illegal in Cape Breton, and land grants were
forbidden. For Joseph, a mariner, there were
eventually more opportunities in Miquelon than in
Cape Breton and he returned there, but not for long.
When the Thirteen Colonies declared independence
from Great Britain in 1776, France and Great Britain
again declared war on each other and an English
blockade reduced the people on Saint Pierre and
Miquelon to near starvation. Eventually, without even
being allowed to save their clothing, all the
inhabitants were once again deported to France. The
Lejeune and LeRoi familes were taken to La Rochelle.

Thus, in the autumn of 1778, Marie-Henriette
Lejeune, now a young woman of sixteen, returned to
France, the country she had left as an infant, She met
a 54 year old man whose wife had died, leaving him
with several children, and when he asked Henriette to
marry him, she accepted. They were married on 17
February 1780 at the parish church of Saint-Nicholas
at La Rochelle.

Again, t_he Acadians found it difficult in France
because they missed §l1eir former homeland, After the
Treaty of Versallle'ts In 1783, a circular was issued,
gifimnfng];[ ‘Acadlans transportation back to Saint
ie Miquelon at the expense of the king, and a
living provided for six months,

e ﬁg:;g‘me 240 who accepfed were Joseph

© Lejeune, who traveled in thejr own large

schooner with thirty others, including their day hters

Henriette and Marthe and a son Joseph. Henr?ette’s
o e o s et vl

> -Henriette and her

husband and severa] of their children were living on

continued page 30



"The Best

Tunes are

Played on
an Old
Fiddle"

Senior
Games

‘99

Individuals
from 14 seniors’

clubs from across

/

met at the Inverness Academy on June 5 for the 3™
annual Senior Games, sponsored by the Inverness
County Department of Recreation and Tourism.
The event, which drew 220 registrants and a host
of volunteers, was co-ordinated by Joey Beaton of
Mabou for the third consecutive year.

“This event promotes fitness and well-
being specifically for seniors,” said Beaton. “Here
they take part in their own living heritage, enjoy
socializing and competing, and gaining
information relevant to their needs. Seniors are a
vital part of our communities, with all kinds of
skills and experience to contribute. The

Evergreen’s Club banner says it very well: “The
Best Tunes are Played on a Old Fiddle.”
Emcee for the 1999 Senior Games was Rita
O’Keefe of Margaree Forks, who has served in this
capacity for two years. Municipal Warden, A.J.
MacDougall opened the Games and MLA Charles
MacDonald briefly addressed the participants,
expressing his best wishes on behalf of the
provincial government.
Throughout the day, friendly competitions
were held in cribbage, 45's, horseshoes, darts and
entertainment. The day’s agenda also included
video presentations, hobby displays, guest
speakers, and information on a variety of
interesting subjects.
Among the information sessions was a
discussion led by Shelly Curlew on the issue of
“Deceptive Telemarketing” and how to protect
yourself from telephone scams. Other presenters
were dietitian Janice Langille and her assistant
Lorraine Gillis on the subject of healthy eating and
active living for mature people. Vivian Tobey of
Port Hood, a long-time volunteer for the Red
Cross explained the Society’s Equipment Loan
‘Program. Mary Fleck, President of Council 63-A,
Inverness County Senior Citizens and Pensioners,
supplied details on services available through the
Senior Citizen’s Secretariat. During the Awards
presentation following competitions, the overall
winning clubs were announced by Rita O’Keefe.
Recreation/Tourism Director John Cotton
presented the 1% Place plaque to the Port
Hawkesbury Evergreen Club. Donna MacDonald
presented the 2™ Place to the Port Hood group,
and Donna Doiron presented 3™ to the Mabou
Senior’s Club.
In the 45's Tournament, the top spot went
to Mary and Catherine MacDaniel of North East
Margaree. Port Hawkesbury’s Evergreen Club
won silver with
Phil MacInnis
and Christine
Maclnnis, and the
Inverness
Namara Club was
awarded the
bronze with
George Burke

2| and Collie
=4 MacDougall.






