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Summer Recreation

We welcome back Gerri MacDonald from Port Hood to our
summer staff. Gerri will once again be coordinating summer
recreation programs. She is currently working on ball hockey
tournaments, beach volleyball, the Great Science Adventure,
Nature Walks and more. See this issue for information on
upcoming programs. If you would like further information,
contact Gerri at 787-2274. Please continue to check local
papers for announcements on summer programs and listen to
the Recreation/Tourism Department's weekly CJFX radio
report on Thursday at 9:40 am and CIGO at 3:20 pm.

Summer Events Brochure

The 1994 Inverness County Summer Events brochure has
recently been distributed to homes and businesses throughout
the County. Be sure to keep the copy you received in the
mail! It will make a handy reference guide for summer
festivals and activities happening near you. As the summer
proceeds, new events are sure to be planned. Although our
annual brochure has been printed, we still welcome
information on any new events. Throughout the summer, our
office will receive requests for information on “whats
happening in the local area. So, give us your detail, and we
will be happy to pass the information along!

Youth Conservation Corps

We are pleased to announce that the Department of
Environment, through the Nova Scotia Youth Conservation
Corps (NSYCC) program, has recently approved funding for
"Local Action-Oriented Environment Service Projects” in
Inverness County. The ““»uth Corps crews will address
various environmental proj ts proposed by local community
groups to the Invernes. County Recreation/Tourism
Department. See the next issue of Partici-Paper for more
complete details of these projects.

50/50 Community Cost Share Grant

The Recreation/Tourism Department cost shares with
organizations who provide summer employment opportunities
for high-school and university students.  This year
approximately 20 students have been hired through various
organizations throughout the County.

Adult Literacy

The Literacy Section, Extension Services, Nova Scotia
Department of Education is offering two courses on adult
literacy at the Nova Scotia Teaches' College in Truro. The
two courses offered are: Tutor and Instructor Training and
Certification Program and Strategies for Teaching Adults: The
Literacy Across the Curriculum Project. Registration forms are
available here at the Recreation/Tourism office in the
Municipal Building, Port Hood.
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by Jim St.Clair

ke

If you are "home from away," a tourist with ancestral &
connections to Inverness County, or a local resident, here
are practical steps you can take so that the time and effort
put into your genealogical searches are well spent. Happy
hunting!

Step 1: Decide what you are setting out to do.

Are you are trying to trace descendants of an immigrant family,
for instance the Youngs of West Lake Ainslie? Or are you searching
for the names and life stories of your forebears? When you have four
grandparents, eight great-grandparents, sixteen great-great
grandparents, etc., you begin the appreciate the size of your task, and
you realize you have to concentrate on one of these tasks-at a time.

Step 2: Keep track of information sources.

Put down in separate sections of a notebook, or on file cards, or
computer genealogical forms what you already know, and the sources
of your current information. You found information about Aunt Alice
Poirier, for instance, in the 1891 Census. Keep track of conversations,
traditions and all leads,

Step 3: Find land grant maps.

Obtain from bookstores or tourist bureaus detailed maps. For
Inverness County, land grant maps can be purchased from the
Department of Natural Resources in Burnside Park. Also purchase

copies of Church's 1880's map of Inverness County. Both of these
come in several sheets.

Step 4: Consult the phone book!

Telephone book listings of unusual names such as MacNiven
or LeBrun may be leads to possible relatives. More common names
such as Smith or Gillis or Aucoin may well not be helpful. Remember
all of Cape Breton is in one phone book, but not every community has
a scparate exchange. Check the listing on page seven of the Cape
Breton phone book.
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nverness County Genealogy

Step 5: Beware Mc's and Mac's

Courthouses contain only land and probate records,
not birth, death or marriage records. In Inverness County
records, Mac or Mc names are listed as though the Mc/Mac
did not exist: for instance, look under N for MacNeil. Also
note that no differences exist in Scottish names between Mc
and Mac in old records. Most Mac names are found as Mc
in 19th and early 20th century records.

Step 6: List what you need

Identify which records you need and where they are
likely to be found. The province of Nova Scotia kept birth
and death records from 1864 to 1877, and marriage records
for 1818, 1838, 1861, 1871, 1881, and 1901. Church records
and cemetery records are sporadic, and you may need to
check with the Beaton Institute which is open weekdays
during business hours (telephone 539-5300). The institute,
which is a fine repository of many records is located at the
University College of Cape Breton in Sydney. Another
source is the Public Archives of Nova Scotia located in
Halifax.

Step 7: Be prepared for hunting

No one repository of material exists in Inverness
County. Several of the historical societies have some
material, for instance the Chestico Museum and Historical
Society in Port Hood; The Port Hastings Historical Society
in Port Hastings; the MacDonald House in Lake Ainslie;
and Les Trois Pignons in Cheticamp for Acadian families.
The Highland Village in JIona in Victoria County
(telephone:725-2272) has microfilm copies of many birth
and marriage records as well as the 1871, 1881, 1891
records.

Step 8: Consult printed histories

No one book contains all of the families of
Inverness County, and many families are not found in print
at all. MacDougall's History of Inverness County, published
in 1922, is mostly accurate but difficult to use. It has a
separate index, and the book and the index booklet can be
found at some local societies or in several archives. Perley
Smith's Smiths of Cape Breton contains much more than
information about the Port Hood Smith family. Mabou
Pioneer Book I contains many Scottish and Irish families
(but not all) in the Mabou area, most of which are Roman
Catholic. Mabou Pioneer Book II contains the continuation
of some of the Book I families and about 40 families of
Scottish, Irish, and English ancestry who were Baptist or
Presbyterian. Hart's History of Northeast Margaree is very
useful for that area. Several Acadian family histories are in
print and can be found at Les Trois Pignons in Cheticamp.
Heuser's River Denys Families, is without an index and
difficult to use, but very helpful for some families in that
area.
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Step 9: Talk to the neighbours

Try to find members of families who were old neighbours
in the community where the ancestors lived. Often they
know stories or data about your family that will help in
research.

Step 10: Ask!

Ask questions of people in stores, in restaurants, at
motels, at culture and craft shops (such as The Bridge in
Mabou). A good network exists in the County of people
who are quite knowledgeable about local and family history.
Every family has left traces of their lives, so don't be
discouraged. '

Step 11: Print your queries in Partici-Paper

Partici-Paper runs this column of genealogical
information as a regular feature, and will publish queries.
Send requests to Jim St.Clair, Mull River, R.R.#2 Mabou,
BOE 1XO. If in desperate need, and all else fails, call Jim
at 945-2928. Whenever you write for information, enclose
a stamped self-addressed envelope.

Step 12: Record it!

Use film to record locations and cemetery stones.
Tape record conversations with people who give you
information, when possible, and tape record your own
findings and observations on site.

Step 13: Get at least a general grasp of local history

To help gain a better sense of what your ancestors
were like, to flesh them out as individuals, you may need to
know more about the geographic, political, social, and
economic forces that shaped their everyday lives. See the
list of publications, next page, for four of the many excellent
sources of information about Inverness County, the land
and its people.

Step 14: Don't Give up!

That elusive bit of information, that date, that
connection that is missing -- it probably has already been
researched by someone, or may be "common knowledge"
somewhere, or it is on the next page. Happy surprises are
part of what keeps genealogists going, an absorbing, even
addictive form of detective work. It may take years, but
patience and persistence usually pay off.
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