


Summer Recreation 
We welcome back Gerri MacDonald from Port Hood to our 
summer staff. Gerri will once again be coordinating summer 
recreation programs. She is currently working on ball hockey 
tournaments, beach volleyball, the Great Science Adventure, 
Nature· Walks and more. See this issue for information on 
upcoming programs. If you would like further information, 
contact Gerri at 787-2274. Please continue to check local 
papers for announcements on summer programs and listen to 
the Recreation/Tourism Department's weekly CJFX radio 
report on l)lursday at 9:40 am and CIGO at 3:20 pm. 

Summer Events Brochure 
The 1994 Inverness County Summer Events brochure has 
recently been distributed to homes and businesses throughout 
the County. Be sure to keep the copy you received in the 
mail! It will make a handy reference guide for summer 
festivals and activities happening near you. As the summer 
proceeds, new events are sure to be planned. Although our 
annual brochure has been printed, we still welcome 
information on any new events. Throughout the summer, our 
office will receive requests for information on ··what's 
happening in the local area. So, give us your detail, and we 
will be happy to pass the information along! 

Youth Conservation Corps 
We are pleased, to announce that the Department of 
Environment, through the Nova Scotia Youth Conservation 
Corps (NSYCC) program, has recently approved funding for 
"Local Action-Oriented Environment Service Projects" in 
Inverness County. · The • · 1uth Corps crews will address 
various environmental proj ts proposed by local community 
groups to the Invernes: County Recreation{fourism 
'Department. See the next issue of Partici-Paper for more 
complete details of these projects. 
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50/50 Community Cost Share Grant 
The Recreation/Tourism Department cost shares with 
organizations who provide summer employment opportunities 
for highsschool and university students. This year 
approximately 20 students have been hired through various 
organizations throughout the County. 

Adult Literacy 
The Literacy Section, Extension Services, Nova Scotia 
Department of Education is offering two courses on adult 
literacy at the Nova Scotia Teaches' College in Truro. The 
two courses offered are: Tutor and Instructor Training and 
Certification Program and Strategies for Teaching Adults: The 
Literacy Across the Curriculum Project. Registration forms are 
available here at the Recreation/Tourism office in the 
Municipal Building, Port Hood. 
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If you are "home from away," a toudst with ancestral 
connections to Inverness County, or a local resident, here 
are practical steps you can take so that the time and effort 
put into your genealogical searches are well spent. Happy 
hunting! 

Step I: Decide what you are setting out to do. 
Are you are trying to trace descendants of an immigrant family, 

for instance the Youngs of West Lake Ainslie? Or are you searching 
for the names and life stories of your forebears? When you have four ~ 
grandparents, eight great-grandparents, sixteen great-great 
grandparents, etc., you begin the appreciate the size of your task, and , 
you realize you have to concentrate on one of these tasks at a time. 

Step 2: Keep track of information sources. 
Put down in separate sections of a notebook, or on file cards, or 
computer genealogical forms what you already know, and the sources r- 
of your current information. You found information about Aunt Alice ------....,_.....,.....__.__ -.a___, 
Poirier, for instance, in the 1891 Census. Keep track of conversations, 
traditions and all leads. 

Step 3: Find I.and grant maps. 
Obtain from bookstores or tourist bureaus detailed maps. For 

Inverness County, land grant maps can be purchased from the r 
Department of Natural Resources in Burnside Park. Also purchase 
copies of Church's 1880's map of Inverness County. Both of these 
come in several sheets. 

Step 4: Consult the plume hook! 
Telephone book listings of unusual names such as MacNiven 

or LeBrun may be leads to possible relatives. More common names 
such as Smith or Gillis or Aucoin may well not be helpful. Remember 
all of Cape Breton is in one phone book, but not every community has 
a separate exchange. Check the listing on page seven of the Cape 
Breton phone book. 
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Inverness County Genealogy 

Step 5: Beware Me's and Mac's 
Courthouses contain only land and probate records, 

not birth, death or marriage records. In Inverness County 
records, Mac or Mc names are listed as though the Mc/Mac 
did not exist: for instance, look under N for MacNeil. Also 
note that no differences exist in Scottish names between Mc 
and Mac in old records. Most Mac names are found as Mc 
in 19th and early 20th century records. 

Step 9: Talk to the neighbours 
Try to find members of families who were old neighbours 

in the community where the ancestors lived. Often they 
know stories or data about your family that will help in 
research. 

Step 10: Ask! 
Ask questions of people in stores, in restaurants, at 

motels, at culture and craft shops (such as The Bridge in 
Mabou). A good network exists in the County of people 
who are quite knowledgeable about local and family history. 
Every family has left traces of their lives, so don't be 
discouraged. 

Step 6: List what you need 
Identify which records you need and where they are 

likely to be found. The province of Nova Scotia kept birth 
and death records from 1864 to 1877, and marriage records 
for 1818, 1838, 1861, 1871, 1881, and 1901. Church records 
and cemetery records are sporadic, and you may need to 
check with the Beaton Institute which is open weekdays 
during business hours (telephone 539-5300). The institute, 
which is a fine repository of many records is located at the 
University College of Cape Breton in Sydney. Another p 
source is the Public Archives of Nova Scotia located in 
Halifax. 

Step 7: Be prepared for hunting 
No one repository of material exists in Inverness 

County. Several of the historical societies have some 
material, for instance the Chestico Museum and Historical 
Society in Port Hood; The Port Hastings Historical Society 
in Port Hastings; the MacDonald House in Lake Ainslie; 
and Les Trois' Pignons in Cheticamp for Acadian families. 
The Highland Village in Iona in Victoria County 
(telephone:725-2272) has microfilm copies of many birth 
and marriage records as well as the 1871, 1881, 1891 
records. 

Step 8: Consult printed histories 
No one book contains all of the families of 

Inverness County, and many families are not found in print 
at all. MacDougall's History of Inverness County, published 
in 1922, is mostly accurate but difficult to use. It has a 
separate index, and the book and the index booklet can be 
found at some local societies or in several archives. Perley 
Smith's Smiths of Cape Breton contains much more than 
information about the Port Hood Smith family. Mabou 
Pioneer Book I contains many Scottish and Irish families 
(but not all) in the Mabou area, most of which are Roman 
Catholic. Mabou Pioneer Book II contains the continuation 
of some of the Book I families and about 40 families of 
Scottish, Irish, and English ancestry who were Baptist or 
Presbyterian. Hart's History of Northeast Margaree is very 
useful for that area. Several Acadian family histories are in 
print and can be found at Les Trois Pignons in Cheticamp. 
Heuser's River Denys Families, is without an index and 
difficult to use, but very helpful for some families in that 
area. 

Step 11: Print your queries in Partici-Paper 
Partici-Paper runs this column of genealogical 

information as a regular feature, and will publish queries. 
Send requests to Jim StCiair, Mull River, R.R.#2 Mabou, 
BOE 1XO. If in desperate need, and all else fails, call Jim 
at 945-2928. Whenever you write for information, enclose 
a stamped self-addressed envelope. 
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Step 12: Record it! 
Use film to record locations and cemetery stones. 

Tape record conversations with people who give you 
information, when possible, and tape record your own 
findings and observations on site. 

Step 13: Get at least a general grasp of local history 
To help gain a better sense of what your ancestors 

were like, to flesh them out as individuals, you may need to 
know more about the geographic, political, social, and 
economic forces that shaped their everyday lives. See the 
list of publications, next page, for four of the many excellent 
sources of information about Inverness County, the land 
and its people. 

Step 14: Don't Give up! 
That elusive bit of information, that date, that 

connection that is missing -- it probably has already been 
researched by someone, or may be "common knowledge" 
somewhere, or it is on the next page. Happy surprises are 
part of what keeps genealogists going, an absorbing, even 
addictive form of detective work. It may take years, but 
patience and persistence usually pay off. 
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Richmond Registry a good source 
for Inverness County researchers 

Explore 
Cape Breton 
in books -­ 

Here's some great 
summer reading! 

Explore Cape Breton, by Pat O'Neil. Nimbus Publishing 
Co., $10.95. Available at 'Cole's in Sydney, and at some 
outlets in Inverness County. 

Pat O'Neil has deep family roots on S.W. Mabou 
Ridge, through the "Ridge" MacDonalds and her book deals 
with the natural treasures of Cape Breton Island. The text 
is in an informal, breezy style which entices the reader to 
search out the places she describes -- places like Marble 
Mountain, Port Hood Island, the beaches of West Mabou, 
Inverness, Margaree, and the path to Egypt Falls. A bit of 
the lyricism of Pat's ancestors may be found both in her 
short accounts of her trips, and her enthusiasm for the 
history and culture of Cape Breton. A "must" for the Cape 
Breton buff and for the hiker and walker. 

Cape Breton's Magazine, Ron Caplan, editor. 
The June 1994 issue, No. 66, is an example of the 

treasure house of local history and material for genealogists 
that this magazine contains. The article, for instance, 
concerning Alfred MacKay of Big Harbour Island and the 
account of a 1936 journey by Dr. Leo LeBlanc from 
Cheticamp to Pleasant Bay both have an Inverness County 
location. The other stories as well are of inherent interest 
to Inverness County readers. 

Beyond the Hebrides, Donald A. Fergusson. 
This is a fine collection of Gaelic songs with English 

translations, has an added bonus of much genealogical data 
in the notes. Look for it in libraries and in second hand 
bookstores. 

Highland Settler, Charles Dunn. 
In print for many years, this book is most useful for 

background information about the 19th and early 20th 
century in Cape Breton. It is available from Breton Books, 
Wreck Cove, N.S. 

The Richmond County Registry Office in Erect 
contains much Inverness County material. The following is 
a small sample of findings of value to researchers: 

1. In 1822, Francis "Gosport" identified as of Port Hood 
sells to James Doyle one half of a lot of land on the road 
from Port Hood to S.W. Branch of Mabou River. He signs 
his own name which is spelled as above. 

2. The Richmond Registry has the 1877 will and later deeds 
for tlie estate of Alexander Walsh of Rear Port Hawkesbury 
between Inverness and Richmond Counties. Alexander's 
wife Catherine and his brother James Walsh are executors. 
James MacDonald, merchant of West Bay, witnesses the 
deeds. The land is described as being behind "Pipper" 
Johnston's old house. 

3. Donald McNeil "trader" of Mabou sells 120 acres at "Oak 
Point" for thirty-six pounds and sixteen shillings to William 
McKeen "merchant." 

4. In 1924, Peter and Charlotte Renouf sell to Reuben 
Young all of Lot 12, 200 acres, at Lake Ainslie for 100 
pounds. (Note that this one of the Youngs for whom Mount 
Young was named). 

5. In 1824, Donald Gilles (sic) sells to the trustees of St. 
Mary's (sic) Church at Grand Judique part of Lot 10, 20 
acres more or less. The trustees are names: Neil 
McDougall, Thomas MacDonald and John MacLean. 
Present as witnesses were: Alex MacDonald (sic) Priest, 
and Donald Macinnes. The price is 60 pounds. (This deed 
shows the early name of the Roman Catholic Parish of 
Judique as well as variants on the spelling of several names, 
including the priest. 

6. A deed of 1833 to George Wood Sr. and Thomas Wood 
of Lennox Passage (Grand Dique) shows the location of the 
old home of Mary Wood Smith, the writer of the 1891 
Smithville diary. It is also interesting that one of the signers 
of this deed to the Woods is "Judique" Richard, the wife of 
Jean LeBlanc. Is this a clue to the origin of the name 
"Judique"? 

Footnote on Grand Tosh 

In a list of people in 1854 living on ungranted or 
unsurveyed land, "squatters", the following are found 
between Big Cove or Grand Tosh (Pleasant Bay): Samuel 
Tingley, John Tingley, John McLean, Donald MacIntosh, 
Donald McLean, Angus McLean, Andrew Moore, John 
McIntosh, George McIntosh. 

Partici-Pe ·r t s 


