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Wolin' on the Unverness line: 1900 
This photo, loaned by Jim St. 
Clair is of the construction of 
the Inverness Railway Line, 
about 1900. The location may be 
near the former Mabou Asylum. 
None of the thirteen men have 
been identified so far, though it is 
very likely that at least some of 
them were local men. The man 
in the tie, vest and derby looks 
like a "boss." No bulldozers or 
backhoes here! The excavation 
was done with scoops hitched to 
the work horses. Any further 

information readers may have 
about this photo or about the 
construction of the line would be 
greatly appreciated. 

At the end of the nineteenth 
century, two famous Canadian 
builders, MacKenzie and Mann, 
made railways that were 
infamous for being "hellish slow 
and wobbly." In Inverness 
County, the Inverness Railway 
Company had been formed in 
1874. but it was not until 1898, . , 

when Mann got substantial 
subsidies for the line, that the 
railway started to become a 
reality. The line opened on 15 
June 1901 and in May of the 
following year went under the 
control of MacKenzie and Mann, 
who also controlled the 
Richmond and Inverness 
collieries at Broad Cove. 
MacKenzie and Mann had 
promised to carry the line up to 
Cheticamp, but predictably 
enough, the rails never got past 

their own coal mines. 

In 1908, its peak year, the 
railway carried 322,000 tons 
along its sixty-nine mile length to 
Port Hastings. But its operations 
were tied to the coal, mines, and 
when they ran into trouble so did 
the railway. The Inverness line 
discontinued passenger service in 
the mid-1950s. ayoration from: Cape 
Breton Island, by Pat and Jim Lotz (1974); 
Canadian National Railways: Vol 2, by G.R. Stevens 
(1962). 
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Koreatio/ Tar-ien 
is searching for 

The Inverness County Recreation/ Tourism Department is currently 
creating a talent listing of performers throughout the County. This 
information will be compiled and made available to businesses, 
organizations and individuals interested in hiring talent for various 
activities throughout the year. If you have a talent and would like the 
opportunity to perform, we would like to hear from you. Please fill in 
the form below and return it to the Inverness County Recreation/ 
Tourism Department. 

We look forward to hearing from you! 

Name 

Address 

Telephone 

Fee: (if one is charged -- approx. amt.) 

Approximate length of performance 

Availability: (when will you be available 
throughout the year?-- weeks/ months) 

Years of experience: 

Please check one of the following: 

Age group 

18 and under 
19and over 

Return this form to: 

TALENT 
Inverness County Recreation /Tourism Dept. 
P.O.Box 179 
Port Hood, Nova Scotia 
BOE2WO 

We&o /on, Xe, 
Interested in softball, 
beach volleyball? Have 
any wonderful ideas? 

Join the fun! Participate! 

Hi, Inverness County! I an Kelly 
Walker and I will be working for the 
Inverness County Recreation/ Tourism 
Department for the summer months. 

Throughout the summer, I will be 
involved in setting up programs in 
communities across the County. At 
present, I am head-first into the five 
team Inverness Comity Ladies' 
Softball League. The players have 

been selected, the schedule has been 
prepared and the teams are ready to 
take to the field. Check local 

newspapers and listen to the radio for 
standings and results. 

I am also. in the process of co­ 
ordinating the first-ever Inverness 
County Beach Volleyball Circuit. 
Community contacts have been 
approached and there is obviously a 
great interest in having such a circuit. 
Having participated in several County 
tournaments myself, it is clear that 
Inverness County has wonderful 
beaches to facilitate such an event, and 
the talent to go with it. If anyone is 
interested and wants to get involved, 
or if anyone has any questions, feel 
free to call me at the Recreation Office 
in Port Hood, 787-2274. 

If anyone bas any comments, ideas, or 
suggestions, please call me at the above 
number. 

See you this summer! 

Do you have a special skill? Are you 
willing to share it with other people? 
Music, crafts, sports, art, adult 
education are areas in which the 
Inverness County Recreation/ Tourism 
Department offers courses every spring 
and fall. The Department is always 
looking for new ideas and new 
instructors are always welcome. 

The following is information that will 
be useful to anyone thinking about 
becoming an instructor: 

- Recreation courses are user-pay. 
(Instructors are paid according to the 
number of participants who register). 

- Recreation instructors decide on 
course content, cost, length, time and 
location. 

- Courses take place in local schools, 
balls or private homes, whatever 
location is most appropriate. 

- Courses can vary in length from one 
evening to ten weeks. 

The next registration will the week of 
September 14-18, but plans start well 
in advance for courses that will be 
offered. Anyone interested in 
instructing a course should contact the 
Recreation/ Tourism Office as soon as 
possible. 

If you have any questions on 
Recreation/Continuing Education 

programming in Inverness County or 
would like more specific information 
on instructing, give me a call at 787­ 
2274. 

Donna MacDonell 
Program Coordinator 

if/ri 
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Post Offices 
Readers have requested the listing of 
early post offices and way station in 
Inverness County. Sydney was the only 
official postal office from 1784 until 
the 1820's and 1830's. Ship captains 
and merchants were the unofficial mail 
carriers and distributors. The following 
list is of the first dozen official post 
offices and way offices (where mail was 
left for distribution) in the county. 

Margaree 1824 
Port Hood 1829 

Ship Harbour 1830 
(Port Hawkesbury) 

Judique 1832 
Plaister Cove 1833 

(Port Hastings) 
Hillsborough 1833 
Lake Ainslie 1833 
Mabou Bridge 1835 
Whycocomagh 1835 
Cheticamp 1837 

Broad Cove Marsh 1838 
River Inhabitants 1838 

Genealogical Search 
A number of people in the County are 
engaged in researching particular 
topics and particular families. It has 
been suggested that this column should 
carry a list of those research topics 
which people are interested in. Please 
send your list of research interests to 
Ancestors Unlimited, Jim St Clair, Mull 
River, Mabou, BOE lXO for inclusion 
in future columns. For instance, I am 
currently gathering information on: 

The Hawley Family of Connecticut, 
Port Hood, Mabou, lngonish 

The Worth Family of New Jersey, Port 
Hood, Mabou, and Guysborough 
County 

Families from North Uist, Scotland 
and the Isle of Mull 

Appreciation 
A thank you to people who have 
contributed information on the Blair 
Family formerly resident in Inverness. 
And to Barbara MacKay for help with 
identity of Lillian Bell MacDonald. 

The Sutherland Letters 
(letters received by William Sutherland of 
Caithness, Scotland and Port Hood) 
reveal the way in which mail travelled 
from person to person. The following 
feller was sent by the shipping firm of A. 
& H MacDonald in Halifax to William 
Sutherland, Gut of Canso, Cape Briton 
(sic). 

Halifax 20th May 1821 

7tt. 'Ok . Sutler&anut 
Sur, 

Sy a &ate awvoat le &uo, 
ltaaeleate, Cau. 'ktel@on, 
/oe 2leitk we eeeiued, a &etten 
~~~~- 
cc&o&&o, (sic) &a tMe 
~ t.«,to, ette a 
fnbk&let 'to qow addne, e at 
ke due tone aket an &nioa 
in a/ten go and. atate tke, 
kad. o uond, ~ rp,«, 4bt«- Sµ,,, 
7Y 79 and ·eqeta to unite 
~"' «le, ~ aout qow, wk&ek 
oat &kebu we wit anwen u tke 
dame aeaaet& a tke ewnte ol, tke 
dedot. 

~ ~ t.«,to, ~ °" 
kter, ~ rp,«, (,If, tie co«wde ol, 
tke aet aeaao, tke ~ ~ 
tle {iot 4 tle a £12 -3 
""""'94 - l O fl, aH4 edndea, on 
gow note &a ltouenlen, and tke 
~ o/, de ta4t 7 µ,,, ~­ 
Caudel& s £22 -1ta- 8 
O,t, ~ ltOte (,If, 'Ka,id, ~ 
eauea at&t a alane due op, 
aout £ 19 5( octudin, inteneat 
(llt4 ~ «le Me ~ 

~ ta eeeiue eino, ~ 
o/, 15 ~ ft44t due. To tls 
«le, &no, qo attention ad ~ 
go wit de aJte to end t (,If, IW#H,e, 

akape onoediatet, l, ot atea@u 
on tke "'a.ff ad ~ ~ 
witt11Utd.""'9e. 

'gown ot, aeuanta 
(signedJ A. ad,~ 1Jtt)Oltatd 
1(/dt de ~ to go¢ to 

House looking for a new home - - 

A lovely small Gothic revival house in Port Hood is looking for a new 
home. Its owners wish to build a new house on the property but don't 
wish to destroy the building which probably came from Little Judique. 
The house appears to be about 110 to 120 years old. It sits on the 
side of the road (Route 19) near the Little River in Port Hood. People 
interested slwuld contact Lynn and Bob Martin in either Port Hawkes­ 
bury or Pon Hood. 

{onuwant tke encoded &ette to 
Doud. Caplette. 'We a tke an 
tkat aed to fedte (sic) wtk [oocda 
ad, ~ ~ ""4e. ~ at tie 
~ °" ~- 9 a'Me 44'1 f/0«'' 
know &n. We OfQe4, (,t4, IW#H,e, 

woe, get. 
(Editor's Note: William Sutherland 
was residing near Long Point at this 
time. Leith is a city in Scotland). 

HERITAGE PHOTO 
Haymaking 

Mull River: 1916 
Theophilus Smith, 
Johnina Watts, 
Bessie Marsh 


