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The first sign of the marine giants was 
a series of water spouts above the 
undulating sea 600 years ahead of the 
40-foot charter boat that was churning 
along two miles off Chetlcamp. 

As the vessel closed to within a few 
hundred feet, the bulbous, blunt heads 
and thlck dorsal fins identified a 
frolicking pod of "Pilot" or "Pothead" 
whales. giving the vessel's passengers 
their first lndlcatlon of the size of 
these slowly-manoeuvering marine 
mammals=-= up to 22 feet long and 
weighing 3,000 to 4,000 pounds. 

At the opposite end of the Province, at 
Brier Island where Nova Scotia thrusts 
finger-like into the Bay of Fundy, 
another whale cruise carried excited 
yisitors to a ring-side seat among a pod 
of much larger "Humpback" whales 
'tipping the scales at upwards of 15 
tons and measuring 36 to 40 feet. 

The two full-time summer whale­ 
watching operations, the former six 
years old, the latter three, are the 
province's. first attempt to tap a 
growing international business and one 
that has already turned millions of 
tourist dollars into the economies of 
seacoast areas of the south, particularly 
Massachusettes. 
As cruise-boat passengers marvel and 
applaud, the majestic giants of the sea 
blow, surf ace and then roll gracefully 
into a dive, staying under as long as 20 
minutes before surfacing again. 

· Despite their size, the multi-ton marine 
mammals pose no threat to friendly 
observers, and whale watchers from 
children to 'seniors respond with no 
trace of fear. 

Photographic.opportunities are limitless 
· as' the whales perform their ·smooth, 
spectacular routines, at times within 
'touching .distance of the crulse vessels 
and their appreciative passengers. 

The whales provide a fascinating sea 
treasure for Inverness County! 

Scot LeFort identifies whales as the, Captain searches the horizon. 

by Kevin MacDonell 

CHETICAMP - Tourist Eberhard 
Maevers had remained mostly silent 
throughout the voyage, except when he 
explained things in quiet German to his 
small son, Benjamin. 

His scream cut through the chugging 
of the boat's motor: "A whale!" 
Conversations were broken off as 
everyone rushed for a vantage point to 
view the natural spectacle. Captain 
Calixte Poirier allowed the boat to 
come to a halt and Joined the 
passengers to wait for the whale· to 
resurface. Their persistence was 
rewarded with the sight of the animal 
breaking the surface with its great 
dorsal fin. It was far off, but its 
gleaming black flanks were 
unmistakable. 

The captain identified it as a "Minke" 
whale.' and not t};le more-frequently 
sighted Longfin Pilot whale, also known 
as the "Pothead." MInkes, the 
passengers were told seemed to be less 
"sociable "than the Potheads. which 
sometimes rubbed right up against the 
boat. Back in the forward cabin, 

. Poirier gunned the engine in an attempt 
to get closer to the group. However, 
the Minkes which he identified as being 
female - kept their distance. 

"They must be playing hard-to-get", he 
joked in French, "maybe I we'll have 
better luck if we find a male!" The 
'chase' was on in this unusual safari 
off the northwestern coast of Cape 
Breton Island. 
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I ' GED students pass 
' 

the torch! 
by Mary Anne Ducharme 
based on an interview witti Archie Neil 
Chisholm of Margaree Forks · 

Storyteller, radio personality, master or' 
ceremonies, teacher, consultant-for the 
Minister of Multiculturalism -- these 
are just a few of the accomplishments 
of 80 year old Archie Neil Chisholm of 
Margaree Forks. But the activity that 
has given him the most "exquisite 
satisfaction" is teaching GED. With 
this program of adult education since 
its inception about 20 years ago, this 
veteran of 47 years of teaching has no 
thought of retiring as long he can 
maneuver in his-wheelchair and there's 
a willing student to be found. 

· Beginning by tutoring adults 
independently for free, he then taught 
for years at an hourly rate of only $2 
- $3 an hour when the GED program 
began. His major incentive was the 
pride and delight of students who 
.ealled him to say that they passed their 
Provincial Examination with flying 
colors and now had their high school 
diplomas. 

With his long experience, Archie Neil 
has formulated some very definite ideas 
about how the GED course should be 
taught. " Sticking exclusively to the 
text is a mistake," he Insists. "It's a 
good general guide, but it's not the 
Bible. You have to give the spark of 
life to the printed words -- with humor 
and stories from local politics, from the 
student's personal experience, from 
your background of knowledge. If you 
don't do that, the print on the page 
seems cold and remote to the students 
and it doesn't touch them. You have 
to be the Master of the Digression. You 
know, the long detour in discussion can 
very well be more interesting and 
instructive than the main road." 

The relationship between students and 
teacher in an adult class is also of 
crucial importance. "You have to treat 
them as equals and bring with you the 

air that fosters mutual respect." he 
says. "I never ridicule or lose my 
temper, because I know you can't do, 
that to adults and keep their respect. I 
think the same goes for kids in school, 
too. You try to keep things casual and 
open so that students are comfortable 
with asking questions and are not 
afraid of exposing what they don't 
know. That's very important. Most adult 
students have a lack of self­ 
confidence." 

Archie Neil feels that more Canadian 
content in the literature and social 
studies portion of the GED text would 
help Canadian students identify with 
the material more readily. "You must 
proceed from what they know to what 
they find unfamiliar," and what they 
know more about is Canadian social and 
political issues, and Canadian literature. 
The American content gives them. less 
in frame of reference to aid reading 
comprehension. 

When asked what kinds of people have 
taken his GED classes over the years, 
Archie Neil replied that all kinds of 
people have taken seats in his 
classroom: farmers, lumbermen, 
housewives, carpenters, fishermen,-­ 
and highschool dropouts who want to 
go to vocational school or have decided 
they want to enroll in a university. 
They range in age between 19 and 60 
years old. 

He spoke of a boy who went to work 
in the woods when he dropped out of 
school in grade 8. He married, his 
children grew up and graduated from 
universities, and at the age of 50, he 
fought through three subjects in GED. 
In the next classes offered, he finished, 
passed his Provincials and walked a lot 
taller in his pride of having Grade 
Twelve. 

Two college graduates enrolled once in 
Archie Neil's class because they had 
low marks in English in university and 
wished to improve their basic skills. 

He also had a German speaking couple, 
a nurse and an engineer, who wanted 
to aid their learning of English. 

"GED is the. place to get the 
preparation .for vocations or 
professions," Archie Nell points out, 
"but many take the course because of 
the satisfaction and sense of 
accomplishment lt gives them. GED has 
so much to offer that it can touch 
every person, but more has to be done 
to make people aware of what they can 
get from the GED program." 

He makes a strong suggestion and a 
call to all former GED students:" Please 
write to the editor of this paper and 
explain what the GED program has 
meant to you, and what use you have 
made of what you have learned. There 
are countless others out there whose 
lives may greatly benefit from GED, but 
they do not realize its potential. The 
idea of the Olympics and 'passing the 
torch' has done so much for. other 
causes, this is one way GED students 
can pass the torch as well. 11 

Letter 
to the 

Editor 

Patrons of Windrow Anthology 

Many thanks to those who have 
contributed so that Windrow Antholgy 
will continue. We are stlll receiving 
contributions, and patrons wiU be Hsted 
in the forthcoming issue. In the event 
that some arrive after our layout and 
printing dates, your names will be 
listed In Partlcl-Paper and In the third 
edition of Windrow. 

Pen and Ink Sketches 

Several submissions tor the pen and ink 

N --·1c·· E •. sketches have been received_ by the 
, • Arts Council. A committee will be 

formed to select the best of the 
drawings and those not chosen will be 
returned to the artists by mall ln 
July. Those whose art work Is chosen 
wlll receive $60. from the Recreation 
Department by early August. 

Dear Editor: 

I enjoyed reading the article you wrote 
about Rosemary Guest, the Nova Scotia 
GED award winner for 1986 (Partici­ 
Paper, June 1987). The staff at GEDTS 
loves hearing about the award winners' 
life stories and their hopes and plans 
for the future. We hope the awards 
program inspires those interested in 
getting a GED certificate; articles like 
yours about Ms. Guest help us get the 
word out about the GED program. 

The articles on page 2 about· literacy 
and the GED program were also much 
appreciated. You may know that Nova 
Scotia was the first Canadian province 
to adopt the GED. Thank you for 
including adult education articles in 
your paper. 

Douglas R. Whitney. 
DIRECTOR, GED TESTING SERVICE 
AMERICAN COUNCIL ON EDUCATON 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Partici-Paper 

Mary Anne Ducharme, Editor 

INVERNESS COUNTY DEPARTMENT 
OF RECREATION AND TOURISM 

Send all contributions to: ARTICI--PAPER EDITOR' NEXT' DEADLINE: 
P.O. Box 179, Mun. Bldg. 
Port Hood. Nova. Scotia. 
so2wo July 27 

Spoctal thanks to the Port H NEXT PRR 
rost Office for cooperatio},'?9d !INT'IING: 
dlstrlbutlon. n 

August 7 
i¾i&fMP#M SETTS! 
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Brian Habicht with painting of the old 
coal mine. 

by Kevin MacDonell 

INVERNESS - "Surely the conditions 
weren't that bad!," said visitor 'Tiny' 
Beacon as he studied the life-sized 
diorama set into the wall. It depicted a 
seated miner scraping coal into a box. 
However. museum head Terry 
MacDonald confirmed that the cramped 
space and dim light were usual 
conditions for miners. 

Beacon and his wife Barb, both of the 
Vancouver suburb of Langley, were 
visitors to the Inverness Miners' 
Museum, a conservatory of 140 years of 
this community's history. Beacon, 
himself a miner once, said he enjoyed 
the displays and added that the museum 
"definitely has something for me." 

Inverness 
Miner's 

lr. MacDonald says the iuuseum's 
emphasis is on "the mining aid cultural 
heritage of Inverness', with "a timespan 
running from about 1803 to the 1940's." 
He adds, "That's a lot of history." 

The story of coal mining in Inverness 
began in 1863, when an excellent face 
was exposed by farmer John Beaton. 
causing a great deal of excitement in 
the surrounding area. Prior to this 
first record of "mining', early settlers 
used to gather coal fur domestic use 
along Broad Cove Banks. In the years 
following. a new era of industry was 
initiated and the mines became "ranked 
among the richest coal mines in the 
world," according to a 1904 edition of 
the Inverness News. 

Also important to the development of 
the town was the rail way, which linked 
it to Port Hawkesbury. Like the long­ 
buried mine shafts however, the railway 
is no longer in use, and is in fact now 
in the process of being removed. The 
Miners' Museum ls located in the old 
C.N. Railways Station next to these 
tracks. Erected in 1904, it retains 
much of the distinctive character of 
those readily recognizable buildings. 
The visitor steps up onto the-platform 
under a sign that says "Inverness 
Railways and Coal Co. ". Plassing the 
black benches where passengers of 
long-ago awaited the train's arrival. 

Judique Arts and Crafts Exhibit 
The clans are gathering for Judique On 
The Floor and in honor of this special 
occasion the artists and craftsmen of 
the Judique Area are gathering their 
wares for an exhibit. to be held on 
Saturday, July 11, from 1 to 5 pm. It 
is surprising, the number of artists and 
craftsmen tucked away in the corners 
of Judique, many of whom exhibit both 
provincially and nationally. This will 
be an excellent opportunity for 
themselves the superb work being done 
in priced handmade articles of high 
quality. 

Hillsdale Mohair will be exhibiting. 
Judy Lincoln and Robert Walker raise 
the mohair goats which produce the 
mohair which is them spun and woven 
into blankets, scarves and vests or 
knitted into sweaters. They sometimes 
combine the mohair with silk from 
China, resulting in products that are 
easHy cleaned, resistant, insulative, 
biodegradable, and beautiful to wear 
and to look at. 

Daryl MacLeod has exhibited his very 
vine sterling silver and gold Jewelry 
both provincially and nationally. His 
fourteen years of craftsmanship will be 
on sale • rings, bracelets, earrings· 

Dennis and Fern Burnside will be 
displaying their pewter and gypsum 
pieces. Dennis first makes the original 
sculpture then casts it in a mold with 
pewter and gypsum producing durable 
and beautiful pieces with maritime 
themes. 

Martin Palmer, known for his creative 
stone masonry, is also a painter. On 
exhibit will be paintings done in 
acrylics depicting themes from nature. , 

Sandra Buker. an artist and sculptor 
who has exhibited provincially, 
nationally and internationally will be 
displaying both paintings and rock 
carvings as well as wood sculpture at 
this exhibit. 

The ladies of Judique have long 
produced fine afghans, table cloths. 
dollies, mittens etc. and many will be 
available Saturday. Rosie Poirier. a 
young weaver, will have her loom set 
up and woven belts for sale. She and 
Rita Warner have been making life size 
dolls and we've invited two of the dolls 
to sit at the arts and crafts display. 
Come and have your picture taken with 
them! 

Museum 
one enters the museum itself. and gets 
a first glimpse of the amazing array of 
artifacts and other materials that have 
been collected for display. 

The many small rooms and different 
levels present new views and angles of 
discovery at every turn. The walls 
are literally covered with interesting 
pictures of historical significance, as 
well as many paintings. One highly 
detailed work. painted by Neil Campbell 
in 1980. depicts the old No. 1 Mine as 
it looked in 1899. This particular mine 
was located near the museum site. 

Other fascinating pieces include old 
newspapers, books. and even various 
types of mining equipment. As well. 
there are rooms set out with period 
furniture and inhabited by mannequins 
dressed in the costume of the day. A 
wall of glistening coal forms one 
hallway. setting the scene for the 
miner's diorama. 

"Most of the artifacts were donated by 
people in the community." says Mr. 
MacDonald. Also, many are on loan 
from the town's Historical Society. set 
up a dozen years ago to help preserve 
the town's heritage. 

MacDonald, himself a volunteer in the 
name of history when he's not teachinP, 
high school, praised the ef.fiorts of the / 
volunteers who developed the m.usetmr' 
before and. since its opening in 1979. 
He stressed the significant role of 
"local initiative." "We 're not heavily 
funded by government. and I think 
we're appreciated for that." he says. 
In addition to his museum \l.·ork. 
MacDonald is working on two projects. 
One is a book of collected essays on 
the town's history and the other is the 
reconstruction of the town's bandstand. 
once an. integral part of historic 
Inverness. "Much of the research is 
primary. he says. 

Aside from the volunteers. there are 
two assistants. Brian Habicht and Jean 
MacDonald. Jean has worked at the 
museum every summer since she was in 
high school. Brian. hired under a 
provincial summer grant. says that the 
museum sees quite a fev. tourists. 
despite being located "somewhat oft the 
beaten track." He noted that most 
visits are recorded on days when the 
weather precludes trips to the beach 
and tourists hunt for other diversions. 

Terry MacDonald says that the museum 
serves a sort of dual purpose in that it 
also provides helpful information to 
travellers regarding trails, points of 
interest. campsites and local events and 
happenings. "We got them from all 
over the place last year." he said 
"Ceylon, India. Sri Lanka. Holland. and 
one from Inverness ir Scotland." He 
says the bulk of visitors are N.ova 
Scotian. with tourists from Ontario. 

. . \ . 
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