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Director's Desk 

Summer is upon us once again and 
with it comes Summer Programming. 

Our basic programs which will. be 
made up of baseball, softball, and 
Arts and Crafts and in some communities, 
playground programming will be running 
throughout the summer. 

We will also be offering workshops 
and clinics in such areas as bicycle 
safety, tennis, soccer, baseball and 
computer programming. The above pro­ 
gr ams will be for one day or two-day 
duration excepting the computer programs 
which will run for a week in several of 
our communities. 

Summer Talent Showcase, a program 
of the Provincial Dept. of Culture, 
Rec reat ion and. Fitness and our own 
Recreation Department will again be 
offered. The above program allows an 
opportunity to display our local talent 
and wi 11 be primarily used to entertain 
senior citizens, our children's 
special groups. 

The Recreation Department spons.ored 
Chiildren1s movie series which proved 
so successful last year, will again be 
offered. We are planning to expand the 
number of showings in order that more 
of our children will have the opport­ 
unity to view them. The community spon­ 
sored. them, in ten communities, with the 
Recreation Department providing some · 
financial and organizational· assistance. 

Our initial expectat i ans are for 
a exciting and successful summer. We 
are blessed with an; excel lent· staff 
and certainly a very supportive 
Municipal Clerk and Counci 1. · If you 
have any questions or inquiries in 
regards to the above, please don't· 
hesitate in calling the recreation 
office at 787-2274 or your local 
supervisor. Listed below are our 
Supervisors and their phone numbers. 

Region· 1 - St. Jospeh Du Moine to 
Pleasant Bay-Maurice Chiasson-224-2713 

continued pg-2 

aero±raw DUINE GASDA> 
9dique 9an ives On 

A cairn stands outside MacDonald's ing with each other, but by staging 
store in Judique which commemorates a wrest] ing and boxing matches, and 
wel I-known Judique citizen.Donald A. tug o'war competitions. They were to 
MacDonald, better known as Judique Dan, 1 ive a far more peacable life 
was an undefeated world wrestling fishing and farming along the shores of 
champion in 1912. His memory is Cape Breton, but when pride was pricked, 
preserved in the Nova Scotia Sports men were ever ready to get in on a fray. 
Hall of Fame and in the hearts of the Judique, in particular~ built up 
people in Judique.. continued p.8 

Jud ique Dan came from a long line 
of strong, pugnacious Highlanders who 
had settled Judique in the late 1790's. THIS ISSUE: 
The MacDonalds of Jud ique had long been 
known· for their love of a good fight, 
and even some old Gaelic songs cele­ 
brated this fact. They had come, of 
course, from a warrior tradition in 
The Hiqhlands of Scotlanc!._where fight­ 
ing ski 11.s and expertise in the handling 
of the sword were very much admired. 
In the New World, these Highlanders 
continued this tradition, not by warr­ 

1. INVERNESS IIN THE 1920's 
2. WATER-SKI ING TIPS 

3. BICYCLE SAFEfY 

• CELTIC MUSIC 



EDITOR'S NOTE 
• Once in awhi le, it is good to 
remind ourselves of our purpose in 
putting out this paper. What goals do 
we have and how can we improve our 
attainment of these goals? 

Partici-paper, by its very name, 
speaks of partici-patior,and primarily, 
as those of us in the Department 
realize, this participation comes ·f, ·)m 
the volunteer efforts of people within 
our communities. Recreational 
activities and events have multiplied 
quickly over the past few decades, 
and without the contributions of 
volunteers, many events would never be 
organized. Partici-paper wants to 
report on these sorts of events, and to 
inform residents of the county as to 
what is going on in recreation. Some 
people may,be interested in biking, 
some 'in hiking, some in swimming or 
running. These activities are of 
interest to the paper, because they 
are activities we feel we should 
encourage. The other side of the 
coin is culture,and this municipal 
department is the Department of 
Recreation and Culture. Because many 
aspects of culture such as involvement 
in historical societies and craft 
organizations, are usually of a 
volunteer nature, we realize that 
culture can be recreational as well, 
Weaving a blanket or making pottery, 

not only adds materially to our 
physical culture but provides a 
recreational outlet as well. There are 
some areas where dedicated people have 
been working long and hard by organ­ 
1z1n~ events and faithfully attending 
meetings to help preserve local 
heritage for future generations, and 
though at times these efforts are not 
always ''fun!', the volunteers who 
sacrifice their time for such goals, 
are contributing greatly to their 
success. Summer festivals are a 
natural result of efforts to help 
preserve cultural institutions in our 
county; as fund-raising events, they 
are a visible reminder of the work 
being done to retain our culture. We 
1 isten to the music of the fiddle ' watch the step-dancers or take part in 
a square set, and yet how often do we 
realize that these events not only 
mainfest our. culture but help to 
preserve and promote our heritage as 
well? It works both ways - the money 
raised by organizing a square dance or 
milling frolic which provides 
recreation, also helps to preserve the 
culture that so many have striven hard 
to maintain. This, I believe, shows 
the close links between recreation and 
culture and the efforts of the 
volunteers of our county, and it is 
to these aspects that Partici-paper 
continues to address itself. 

BEWITCHED! 
'As everyone knows, the survivors 

of the great Armada from Spain had , .. 
cause to rue the day they sigh'ted the 
Scottish coast. Here is a tale from 
the isle of Mull which concerns witch­ 
craft and how it was used to destroy 
one of the enemy's ships. 

The dwellers on the island were one 
day stirred to see several fine ships 
fleeing before a gathering storm' 
Before the day was out the storm was 
sweeping the coastline. Angry clouds 
hid the retreating Armada, and even 
angrier seas were making it hard for 
them to find shelter. The night wore 
on, without any lull in the fury of'wind 
and wave, and it was clear that more 
than one galleon'would never return to 
Spain. 

Dawn came, and with tlie 1 ifti_ng of 
the shadows and a slackening tide the 
wind fell. Watchers searched the· 
strands for signs of shipwreck. All at 
once a cry went up. 'A chi 1 d had found 
the body of a beautiful maiden cast· 
high upon the rocks of a little cove. 
That day the Spanish 1 ady, no less 
than the daughter of the King of Spain, 
was buried in a rude grave by the sea­ 
shore, unattended by priest or-mourner, 
and unmarked even. by a wooden cross. 
Eventually news of her death reached· 
Spain, and the king swore vengeance on 
a people who had shown so little feel­ 
ing for a princess as to deny her 
Christian burial. He turned to an 
adventurer by the name of Captain 
Forrest, .ho professed, among other 
accomplishments to have skill in the 
black arts as well as direct dealings 
with the Prince of Darkness himself. 

When i _t became known on the is 1 and 
that the ruthless captain planned to 
pillage every village and dwelling, 
and destroy by fire and sword every 
man, woman and chi 1 d, the· islanders 
gathered to decide what preparations 
they woul d make to meet the invader. 

The Lord Duart it was who begged 
that they might match witchcraft with 
witchcraft. Let word be taken 'to each 
and every warlock arid wLtch~wife 
'."'between Mishnish a'nd Erraid, Treshnish 

and Loch Don!' he declared. 'Let 
thein have word that a wizard seeks to 
take and hold the island of Mull for 
himself.' 

continued next issue . . , 

Director (cont'd ) 

Region 11 - Belle Cote and the 
Margarees - Emile Cormier - 235-2437 
Region 111-lnverness to Creignish ­ 
Curtis MatNei 1 - 625-1'482 · 
Region 1V - Port Hastings to Whycocomagh 
Joan Mac Dona 1 d - 625-0526 

Anna Jane Hawley is prepared to 
take students in Highland dance this 
summer and will teach classes at the 
''Br idge' 1 Museum in Mabou. If anyone 
is interested, please leave name and 
age in care of The Rridge - 945-2311 
or with Effie Rankin, 945-2279. 

Swim Team Coach 
The Nova Scotia Section of the 

Canadian Amateur Swimming Association 
is now accepting applicants for the 
position of Assistant Coach of the . 
Nova Scotia Canada Games Swimming Team. 

Applicants should be prepared to 
demonstrate their experience, qualific­ 
at ions and technical expertise. 

. Applications can be forwarded to 
Jean Mason, Development Co-ordinator, 
N.S. Section, C.A.S.A., P.O. Box 3010 
;outh, Halifax, N.S. B3J 366. 

Square Dancing 
PLACE: Mount St. Vincent University, 
Bedford Highway,Halifax 
DATE: 1983 July 8,9,10 and 11 
COST: Level 1 - $100.00-Nova Scotia 
5716.00 (Others) 
Level 11 - $125.00 - Nova Scotia - 
$135.00 (Others) . 
Level 111 - $150.00 - Nova Scotia ­ 
$160.00 (Others) 
ACCOM. Single - $14.00 per day 

Double - $21.00 per day 
MEALS: Meals will be available on a 
cost basis in Cafeteria, Seton Centre, 
(balcony level of lobby)Hours:8:30 a.m. 
- 5:00 p. m. • 
TOTAL HRS: 24 hours(6 hours per day) 
INSTRUCTORS: Len Hart, Dartmouth,N.S. 

Jane Edgett,Halifax,N.S. 
"PROGRAM HRS: 9:00 a.m - 4:30 p.m. 
For More Info: July 8,Friday 9:00-9:30 
a.m. - Room # 526 Seton Gentre. - ~ 

Swim Classes s 
c:"-:---• 

Swimming Classes in Oraugedale on 
Crowdis Beach from July 18-22 and from 
July 25-29. 
Registration will be on July 18th at 
11 A.M. on the Beach. 

\. . . - 
Instructor - Patricia MacDonald 

Marble Mountain · 
Cost $ 2.00 per student 

$ 3.00 per family 
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WIEN INVEBNESS W4S YOUNG, M4DGIB 

I 
This photo shows the Couen Iveness looking south west towavds 

:the. S.lgh:t Po.ln:t- Cape. Mabou Road. The view is taken {om whee the 
p1tue.n:t Jtailway .l-6. Mac.1-6aa.c.' -6 Pond would be. to :the. Jt.lgh:t 06 :the 
pcctwe, and :the. old G1tand Ce.1ibr.al Ho:te.l :to c.e.n:tJte. le.6:t 06 p.lc.:tuJte .l-6 now 
-6.l:tua:te.d on the hi acoss the ai :tJtac.fl-6. · 
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The Town 'Of Inverness in 1920 
(re-printed from J.L. Mac Dougal l's 
History of Inverness County) 

"The town of Inverness I ies about 
the middle of the county coast, and 
owes its existence to a mine of 
bituminous coal. It is bu i 1 t on a 
pleasing eminence. 

Nature favored this locality. On 
the west is a curving, interesting 
beach of sand, and a charming 1 ittle 
sheet of water formerly called Mac 

lsaac1s Pond: on the North the town is 
laved by all the pleasant and purify­ 
ing properties of the sounding-sea: 
On the East is a sparkling stream 
finding its sinuous way through the 
vales of Glenville and Strathlorne 
until it mingles with the general 
world of waters at the mouth of Big 
River: on the South loom the glories 
of Strathlorne, and other triumphs bf 
the Great Designer. Yes, the land­ 
scape is a garlarid of ·Nature: but 
even Nature must sacrifice betimes to 
the ruthless greed of industrial 
enterprise. , 

The first regular seam of coal ,found 
in this region was dfscovered by John· 
Beaton (Red), who came here from South 
West Mabou and bought a farm at Big 
River from Alexander Mclsaac who, with 
his family, was moving away to the 
distant Island of New Zealand. Mr. 
Beaton's crude work of development there 
exposed a ·fine face of coal, and caused 
considerable excitement among the 
people. But all means of transportation 
were lacking. Mr. Beaton afterwards 
sold his property containina the newly 
discovered coal seam to Rev: Hugh Ross. 
Mr. Ross was something of a speculator 
and. a fine talker, but did not! excel in 
fruitful work. So the Broad Cove Seam 

not )built that way. He loved to dance 
on difficulities. 

He proceeded at once to organize 
a Company called, "The Broad Cove Coal 
Company'', of which he became himself 
the Manager. After securing a Charter 
from theprovincial Legislature, he 
issued an optimistic prospectus and 
went to Europe to finance his scheme. 
In Europe he attracted a very consider­ 
able amount of capital particularly in 
Switzerland. He was one brave booster. 
Whatever else he did or did not, it was 
he who put Broad Cove on the map. He 
was a master.of map-making. ~i remem­ 
ber some of his Jetter-heads with 
engravings· showing "Maclsaac's Lake," 
bristling with the finest fleet of 
merchantmen we ever saw in dreams. 

And the dreams in this case 
material ized to a degree of reality. 
Mr. Hussey at once addressed himself to 
the opening of 11Mclsaac1s Pond11 into a 
harbor. He brought a dredge with a 
fleet of scows from Massachusetts, cut 
a channel from the sea into the said 
Pond, built two well constructed piers 
at the mouth, and a neat shipping 
wharf on the landing road inside the 
harbor. He laid a narrow guage railway 
from his seam of coal at Big River to 
the shipping pier at the harbor, where 
he shipped coal in vessels of respect- 
able tonnage. 

was destined to lie low for a lengthened The town of Inverness was incorpor­ 
period. ated in 1904, and had since been gov­ 

Long before this discovery of Beaton'serned, like all other towns, by a Mayor 
the pioneer settlers found out-cropp- and Towri Council. The first Mayor was 
ings of coal _in different places along Dar R. Mac.Lean; ·the first Clerk and 
the shore bank. This outcrop appeared Treasurer, Will iam D. Lawrence; the 
in three seams of two or three feet. first Stipendiary Magistrate and Town 
The principal of these out-croppings Solicitor, F.A. MacEachen, now deceased. 
appeards at Broad Cove Banks where for Mr. Lawrence still occupies his official 
many years coal was won from the steep positions: Mr. MacEachen remained in his 
shore 'bank by means of pick and shovel, continuously-from the time of his first 
and a rustic creel. The Coal-cutter 'appointment to the time of his Jam- 
there carried the creel on his back ented death. Alexpnder D. Fraser is 
along an improvised track cut in the the very efficient chief of the town's 
face of the hank to the top. From the pol ice force. 
top of the·bank this coal was conveyed This has an excellent water system, 
by cart or sledge to the Blacksmiths with a competent Fire bri ade d · 

d . h h ·· d . Th g • an Is and others whO '©quire it. ve electrically heated. A very 
remuneration ot those primitive coal- 3di» br':k Pub]+..rj ,, · . · comma 1ous ric u ic Bui ding 
cutters was very small, their I abors erected by the Dominion, Government, 
were very arduous, and their families serves as Post Office, Custom Houses, 
were usually very large; but the good and government Telegraph Office. There 
men never even once, considered· the is also a Track Association own ing on 
re.fined expedient:of ~ cure-all ''Strike.''of the best trotting courses in e 

, ., In the late Eighties of the century Eastern Canada.. • 
last (1880's) past a stirring American< The schools of Inverness 11 
b h f W • I I • p - a re we y t e name o 1 1am enn Hussey under-cared for. There are six sh J 

k • • h C oo too {9_''©®'g®Fe the coal poss ibi1- buildings,seventeen departments, and 
i ties ot Iroa Cove. Mr. Hussey's home nine hundred school-goin :hild 

: D : h g c I ren • 
was 1n anversport 1n t e State of The teachers are selected with care 
Massachusetts, but the home of his and their .work is ver th ih. Th 

: be ' ( h ff Y norougl • ie previous usiness(that o a coal mer- yearly assessment of the town is 
chant) was·conducted 1n the city of $500 000 The pop l t· · 

H . , • ua1on,tasper 
Boston. le came in person to Broad latest census is 3000 f h b c k · · • , , o ·,W om a out ove. {9 ®he an examination of the 2000 are catholics and 1000 Protestants. 
groun an prospects. e conditions There is an inconsiderabl • kl" 
that met him were not encouraging. The of foreigners whose'rsy,]f-9Prn} Ing 
C I . d d :h r g I on, I any o~ 1n ee wast ere! but there was is blankly undefined. ' 
neither harbor nor railway in sight. This town is ·i-} 1» HA] 

Th . 1 r I c I n a s Among e native peop e, frozen by the these indicia of f. b ' . 
· J · f h ame may e mentioned i so at ion o t e past , could lend him The Town Hall L b r T 1 > 
no inspiring hope. A ore timid so Hait, me 6w'vr.',{["!gr The orange 
would have taken to the. tall timbers • e C.M.B.A. 
instantly but William Penn Hussey was 
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