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DIRECTOR’S DESK
THe INVERNESS COUNTY RECREATION, TOURISM, CULTURE AND
CoMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICE REPORT

REGISTRATION FOR COURSES AND WORKSHOPS

This issue features all of the dertails on

programs available in Inverness County
communities. There is something for all ages,
On-site registration for our Spring session is the week
of February 16 - 20, with mail-in option running
until the 27th of February. Course listings, by
community, begin on page 10.

INbOOR WALKING - “"HaLL WaLkInG”|

Are the slippery conditions and cold weather keeping
you away from your walking exercise? We have the
solution! Enjoy staying fic while walking with friends
and neighbours in a warm and safe environment.
Indoor walking programs have been set up in some
schools and community centres in Inverness County.
For an indoor walking program near you, check the
program listings for your area in this issue.

And remember, our programmers are always
interested in hearing from you about potential
instructors and new course offerings in your
community. [See page 28 for programmers’ contact
information.]

JUMPSTART AND KIDSPORT ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS:
Funding to help kids parricipate - Kidsport and
Canadian Tire Jumpstart - the next application
deadline is March 1

Is lack of money stopping you from registering your
child in organized sports or one of the many recreation
activities offered in the county? If so, Jumpstart and/or
Kidsport may be able to help. See page 28 of this
issue for more information on how to access them.

2009 FestrvaL & EVENTS INFORMATION:

Festival and event organizers are reminded that this
year, in order to get our brochures distributed by the
May long weekend, the deadline to submit

Director’s Desk continues page 31...

THE NEXT SCHEDULED ISSUE OF THE PARTICIPAPER
1S THE VOLUNTEERS ISSUE, SCHEDULED FOR DELIVERY
TO RESIDENTS IN EARLY May 2009.

DEADLINE FOR INCLUSION IN THE ISSUE IS
ArriL 3, 2009
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The Participaper is published five times a year by the
Inverness County Department of Recreation and Tourism.
This publication is produced as a service for the residents

of Inverness County. Others may subscribe at the

following rates (postage included): $8.00/yr in Canada
or $9:00/yr in the US. Send subscription request,
with payment, to the attention of:
Marie Cameron
Recreation and Tourism Department

375 Main Street, PO Box 179, Municipal Building
Pore Hood, NS, BOE 2W0
marie.cameron@invernesscounty.ca

Copyright © 2009
The contents of this publication are protected by copyright
and may be used only for personal non-commercial
or educational purposes.

All other rights are reserved and commercial use is probibited.
To make any use of the material, you must first obtain
the permission of the owner of the copyright.

For more information, contact (902) 224-1759.
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Email:

Printed by the Pictou Advocate

Contributions of information, articles, photos or artwork
are welcome.  However, we reserve the right to edit or reject
outright, items deemed to be unsuitable for print
in this publication.

The Participaper is in its thirtieth year of publication and is

distributed fiee of charge, as a service to residents of the
Municipality of Inverness County. Non-commercial
advertising, especiatly from non-profit organizationsigroups,
accepted for publication at no charge.
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While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of
information that appears in this publication, ncither the
publisher, editor nor stalf can accept responsibility for

errors or omissions contained therein.

All photos in the publication by Marie Aucoin unless otherwise stated.
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ANCESTORS UNLIMITED
HELPING TO FIND YOUR
Inverness County RoOTS

I. Useful Sources
a. Acadian Information and links can be found at:
www.acadian-home.org - a very useful source for
Acadian background and related information. For
example:

i) New information on the

her seven children, and, Marguerite Doucet, a

widow with five children;

v) Census Records of St. Pierre-Miquelon in 1784;

vi) A major section on First Nations people and
the known intermarriages
between Acadians and First

findings of DNA and
mtDNA investigation on
both matrilineal and
patrilineal lines;

ii) a rootsweb mailing list;
iii) several articles by Stephen
White, Acadian Genealogist,
University of Moncton,
including a section on the
depositions made by Acadian

A Stumbling Block or a Stepping Stone
Isn't it strange that Princes and Kings

And clowns who caper in stardust rings,

And common people like you and me

Are builders for eternity?

Each is given a set of tools,

A shapeless mass, and a book of rules,

And each must make, ere life has flown,

A stumbling block or a stepping stone.
-Author Unknown

Nations people; and

vii) Listing of records found
in France and England and
the colonies of
Massachusetts, Maryland,
etc.

[Note: Lucie LeBlanc
Consentino, who put together
the website:
home.org, is a genealogist and

www.acadian-

refugees at Belle {le-en Mer

in 1767, with specific information concerning the
French origins of immigrant settlers in Nova
Scota. For example, Jeanne Aucoin, the wife of
Frangois Girouard, is identified as being from
LaRochelle, where her baptism record (November
26, 1630) has been found at the church of Ste
Marguerite in LaRochelle. Also, dispensations in
the martiage records of several of Michelle
Aucoin's descendants (who married descendants of
Jeanne Aucoin) and the ages attributed to

Michelle and Jeanne in the Acadian censuses, show
that Michelle was Jeanne’s older sister;

iv) A listing of the ships which carried the
Acadians in the deportation and the eventual
location of their ports of call and placement of the
exiles (this information was supplied by Albert
Lafreniere of Connecticut, a descendant of Pierre
Hébért and Elise Dupuis,) For example: The ship,
“Edward”, with Ephraim Cooke as Caprain, left
Annapolis Royale with 278 Acadians, and arrived
in New London, Connecticut (via Antigua) on 22
May 1756. (Malaria had caused the death of
ninety-eight people.) Among those on board were
Marie “Burt”, the widow of Charles Landry, with
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historian. Her advice for those
undertaking research into their family history is, "All
researchers should consider verifying and researching
their own personal information from primary and
secondary sources. This is recommended because
standard genealogical research practice is to always
seek data from more than one source, and ro be
confident about your own research, it is a good idea to
conduct further research via genealogy books, parish
registers, census records (and their correct
interpretation), vitals, etc.".]

b. For people interested in the “Scots-Irish” who
were settled in Ireland in the 1600s, many of
whose descendants came to Nova Scotia and other
parts of North America in the 1700s, the
following website is quite useful in providing
specifics and also other links:
www.Ayreshireroots.com - identifying that part of
Scotland from which departed many people
“planted” in Ireland.

c. A new CD has been issued by the Archives of
The Isle of Mull, Scotland. It lists those
documents and records collected at the Isle of
Mull Museum in Tobermory. The price is 10

Continued page 4... ANCESTORS
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Continued from page 3...ANCESTORS

pounds sterling, which includes postage. The
mailing address to request the CD is: Mull
Museum, Columba Blvd. S., Tobermory, Isle of
Mull, Scotland/Alba PA75-6NY or order via email

at: Archives@Mullmuseum.org. uk.

d. For people wishing to order materials on the
Outer Hebrides or to engage professional
searchers, the following will provide access to Co
leis thu and the work of Bill Lawson and other
researchers and organizations:
www.rootshebrides.com/resources

e. The Census records for the United Kingdom
from 1841 to 1901 are now available on line. The
website is easy to use and the later years provide
much information on the places of birth of
individuals and their parents:
www.UKcensusOnline.com.

f. The Canadian Census records for 1901 and
1911 are now available on line at:
www.automatedgenealogy.com - while the records
are useful as transcribed by volunteers, the original
documents may be consulted as well through the
“split image” window identified on each page.
The original documents provide other information
such as the year of immigration to Canada, the
occupation of each person, the income, the
language used by each person, the religious
persuasion of each individual and their ethnic
origins.

II. The new
President of
the United
States has
an ancestry
of varied
origins:
English,
Scots,
French and
Irish
through his
mother; as
well as the
Kenyan
ancestry of

his father.
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The Irish connection had much attention during
the campaign with songs composed and posters
created. The line of descent may be found in
several places, including the work of Megan
Smollenyak, Genealogist, as published in The
Plain Dealer newspaper of Ohio, who wrote:
"Joseph Kearney (1794-1861) of Moneygall,
County of Offaly, Ireland and his wife Phebe
Donovan (1804-1876) arrived in New York in
1849 and settled near Columbus, Ohio. Their
son, Fulmoth Kearney (1829-1878), who married
Charlotte Holloway of English/Scots-Irish origin,
arrived in USA in 1850. The daughter of Fulmoth
and Charlotte (Holloway) Kearney, Mary Ann
Kearney is the grandmother of President Obama’s
grandmother, Madelyn Lee (Payne) Dunham
(1922-2009)."

III. Tidbits:

a. McEachen, a shipbuilder: A deed signed on the
13th of November 1876 by Angus McEachen of
Mount Young in Mabou, County of Inverness,
Province of Nova Scotia, the Shipbuilder,
consented that "Allan Cameron and Christy
Cameron, his wife, of South East of Mabou, pay to
Donald Gillies of Port Hood, Barrister at Law, the
sum of $57.80, being the amount in the Bill of
Sale... of the property sold by me to him the said
Donald Gillies." - The document raises the
question of where did Angus McEachen build
ships? - It is curious that Christy Cameron is
mentioned as a participant, since it appears by
probate records that she died in 1875, and her
husband Allan was in Australia looking after the
affairs of a deceased brother Donald Cameron of
Lochaber, Scotland and Melbourne, Australia.

b. The marriage of E. Blake McDonald of West
Bay to Irene Gordon Morrison, daughter of John
Morrison of St. Peter’s, Cape Breton on 1 January
1908, is listed in the “Presbyterian Witness”
newspaper for 11 January 1908.

c. In the same newspaper is recorded the marriage
of Margarer McLean of Port Hawkesbury to
George Hennessey, also of Port Hawkesbury on 16
January 1906.

Continued page 5.../ANCESTORS
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III.Queries

a. Who has information about the presence of
gypsies in Inverness County in the late 1800s and
early 1900s? Stories have been told about how
members of the group mended pots and pans, read
fortunes by the lines in the hands of people who
paid a small sum, and foretold the future by tea
leaves left in cups. As well, some parents were said
to have threatened their children with being given
to the gypsies if their behaviour did not improve.

According to tradition they camped in Port Hood,
Mabou, Margaree and Whycocomagh, at least,
and perhaps at other places as well.

b. Who has information about Isabel Morrison
and her daughter Mary of Margaree. Mary was
said to have been brought up in Grand Narrows/
Iona by foster parents in the late 1800s. Mary’s
father, according to some accounts was Judge
Hearn of Sydney. Bl

Many thanks to
everyone who called or
emailed to identify
those pictured bere.
Left to right: Joseph 4
Simon Leblanc; Leo &
Léonie Chiasson;
Pierre & Paddé Roach;
Tarzille & John &
Hubert Poirier (épouse
de Henri & Malcolm
Aucoin); Claudius &
Severin Leblanc;
Henriette & Simon &
Mederic Leblanc; Julie
a Simeon Muise;

Willie & John & Din

Burns; Sophie Anne a

Marcellin & Millien Chiasson; Marguerite Marie & Lubin & Polycarpe Mailler (: épouse Angie & Murdock
Aucoin), Vic & Luc Chiasson; Rose & Pat Maillet (e épouse de Henri & Marcellin Poirier); Marie Anna i

Thimothé Chiasson (épouse & Charlie & Placide & Lubin Chiasson et soeur de Pére Anselme Chiasson); Marie
Anne & Alcide & Léon (épouse de Joseph & Alex Poirier); Annie & Joe & Fulgence (épouse de Eddie John Poirier).
Joseph & Baptiste Lefort and John & Din Burns were also with the group bur the photographer didn’t manage to
get them in the frame.

According to Marie Anna & Thimothé Chiasson, third from the right above photo, this photo was taken circa

1937. It is just one of many held in the archives at the Centre Jfor Genealogy at the Trois Pignons in
Chéticamp.

LOOKING AHEAD TO 2009 IN INVERNESS COUNTY
WinterActivities - January through April
Registration for Spring Programming Courses
& Adult Upgrading Programs - February 16 - 22
Inverness County Volunteer Recognition Ceremony - April 22
Inverness County Cribbage Championship Tournament - May 2
Inverness County Seniors’ Games - June 6
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The Inverness County Recreation/Tourism Department, in conjunction with
some county groups/organizations, is happy to offer the following “Winter

Active” events for the enjoyment of all residents and visitors:

Cheticamp Winterfest, Bonfire and Outdoor Skate at LaVernier, Plateau, 6:30 -
9:30 pm. For more information call: Lisa Phillip 224-2214. February 7.

Cheticamp Winterfest, “Let’s Beat the Winter Blues® Fun Day at the Arena & Le Portage Golf course.
Skating and Sledding. For more information: 224-5304. February 27.

Cranton Crossroads Community Centre Winterfest Fun - “It’s Good for Your Heart” 10:00 am —
3:30 pm, snowshoeing, sleigh rides, snowman contest, games and prizes.
For more information: 248-2226. February 21.

Inverness Winterfest “Family Days”, Free Skating at the Dr. Bernie MacLean Cultural & Recreation
Centre, 5 - 7 pm. For more information call: 258-2712. February 14, 21 & 28.

Mabou Athletic Centre Winterfest “Family Fun Days” Free Family Skating Parties 2-4 pm. For more
information call: 945- 2378. February 14, March 14 & 21.

Orangedale Winterfest - Smith Community Centre. Skiing, snowshoeing, children’s activities, games,
treasure hunt. For more information: 756-2830. Time TBA. February 28.

Port Hood Winterfest, Free family skating, Al Maclnnis Sports Centre, 6 — 7 pm.
February 2, 8, 15, 22 and March 1.

Scotsville Winterfest Fun Day at the Fire Hall. Team games, ball hockey & cross country skiing.
For more information: 258-2597. February 28.

West Mabou Beach Provincial Park Winterfest “Hike the Trails” by snowshoes (upper entrance-off
paved road end) - 1:00 pm. For more information: 945-2408. February 15 & March 1

Whycocomagh Winterfest, Co-ed Adult Broomball Tournament. Starts at 6:30 pm. First 40 to register
accepted. No Fee. For more information email: rodneymunro@aamunro.com or call: 756-3323/756-

2705.

All of these “Winter Active” activities are open to residents and visitors alike. Take advantage of these
opportunities to participate in activities that help shake off the winter doldrums and socialize wich your
friends and neighbours.

You can find excellent information to help you enjoy winter and get started with a more healthy and
active lifestyle at the Winter Active website at: heep:/Iwww.winteractive.org/en/default.aspx.  Also visit:

hetp://www.taketheroofoffwinter.ca/activities.php to find excellent links to other useful
sites to help you attain your active and healthy living goals.

We encourage everyone to be...“On the Move ...Be Active” in 2009

WinterActive 2009 runs from January 15th to February 27th and the official

WinterActive website ar www.winteractive.ca allows Canadians to search for
WinterActive events in their communities and. to download tips, tools and resources
on how to participate in physical and sport activities, make healthier food choices and live smoke-free.
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