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From THE DIRECTOR’S DESK

WELCOME ABOARD! On behalf of the
Recreation/Tourism staff and the
Municipality we welcome Marie Aucoin of
Chéticamp as our new Editor. She comes
with a long list of credentials and we are
very much impressed with her passion,
commitment and creativity. We were also
pleasantly surprised by the credentials of
- the other candidates who applied for the
position. We certainly do not lack skilled
and creative writers within Inverness
County. We thank all of them for their
interest in Partici-Paper. Welcome aboard
Marie! We'll be expecting great things!

SPRING PROGRAMMING: Registration week
for the 2001 Spring Session is February
12-16. ‘Most classes are scheduled to begin
February 26. Check this issue for details of
courses available in the wvarious
communities throughout the county.

NOMINATIONS FOR VOLUNTEER AWARDS:
The Municipality of Inverness County will
recognize the contributions of individuals
who volunteer their time and talents in the
County. Provincial Volunteer Week is April
23 - 27. The Municipality will host an award
ceremony in honor of the many volunteers
throughout Inverness County on Wednes-
day, April 25. Nominations should be in on
or before April 6. To be eligible to be
chosen to represent all Inverness County at
the Provincial Ceremonies, nominations
must be received prior to March 5th.

Risk MANAGEMENT COURSE: The
Recreation Facility Association of Nova
Scotia will be conducting eight Risk
Management for Activities and Facilities
seminars throughout the Province. A
seminar in Port Hawkesbury has been
scheduled for April 18. This seminar
creates an awareness of risk management
and its importance for. those involved in
sport and recreation at any level. Over one

hundred people attended last year's
seminars and the 2001 seminar has been
updated and improved. More complete
information on this course is available by
calling the Inverness County
Recreation/Tourism Department 787-2274
or 787-3507.

Participaper
Editor
Marie Aucoin
P.O. Box 43, Chéticamp, NS, BOE 1HO
Phone; (902) 224-1759
email: mtlynch37@hotmail.com
(for subscription requests see below)

The Partici-Paper is published six times a year by the
Inverness County Department of Recreation and
Tourism; John Cotton, Director. Contributions of

information and articles, photos and artwork welcome.

We also welcome your letters and comments. This
publication is a service for the residents of Inverness

County. Others may subscribe at the following rates:

$8.00/yr in Canada or $9.00 a year in the U.S. Send

subscription request with payment to: The attention
of Marie Cameron at the
Recreation and Tourism Department, P,O. Box 179,
: Municipal Building,
Port Hood, NS, BOE 2WO

Deadline for Mar/Apr issue is: Mar 09/2001
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@ LETTER FROM THE EDITOR €

Dear Friends:

[ am delighted and honoured to have been
chosen as the new Editor of the Partici-
Paper. I realize I have a lot to live up to. If
I do half the job Mary-Anne Ducharme did,
[ will be doing well. Hopefully, as time
goes on, you'll become accustomed to me.
I know change is always difficult to deal

“with at the outset. - For my part, 1 will
strive to improve on each edition I produce.

[ know I can’t do this alone - 1 will need
your help. I want you to contribute to this,
YOUR unique County publication. Help
me make it truly yours. Submit articles,
photos, poetry, art, etc., - all will be
considered for publication. Subject topics
cover  History, Art,  Community
Development, Tourism, Recreation, etc.

Something which you will be seeing once
in a while between these pages are some of
the old stories that have appeared in earlier
issues. When I interviewed Mary-Anne,
prior to her departure, she said something
which made quite an impact on me. She
said that we should, “remember to repeat
the old stories otherwise they will die.” |
have taken this advice to heart and, as a
result, we will visit the archives from time
to time. The pages of the Partici-Paper over
the past 21 years are filled with gems.

I hope that 20 years from now, someone
will say that of some of our upcoming
issues.

Sincerely, Marie Aucoin

Bearing in mind what | have just said, and
considering the subject matter, | thought
the following letter was appropriate to
reprint. It was written by Joe Delaney of
Joe’s Scarecrows and appeared in our
December 1980 issue. Although it was
written twenty years ago it is still relevant
today:

“Partici-Paper fans:

It's nice to see interested readers trying to
help out for the continuation of Participi-
Paper by contributing articles. This source of
information is for all our residents of
Inverness County regarding participaction.

On the first page of the monthly
publication there’s always this stamp of
“Recreation Inverness County” and right
below that is “Director’s Desk”.

Well your Director, John Cotton, is giving
it all he’s got in order to get across to the
readers what's available to us all in the line of
recreation. =

What more can one man do in order to
wake-up the population so that they may take
advantage of the opportunities that are
available to them? We have in Nova Scotia
many Directors appointed to carry out the
same task of getting things rolling in every
county of the province. John Cotton, in my
book, rates among the best that we have
employed in this field. His interest, efforts,
devotion and dedication makes a success of
this movement.

If all our politicians worked as hard as John
is doing in helping out every community, the
whole of Canada wouldn’t be in the situation
itis in today. Congratulations John, and keep
up the good work!

As for the editor, it must be sort of
discouraging to see that so many more
residents could be sending in articles. These
articles could cover lots of activities going on
in every community, be it sports, card games,
meetings, a dance social, 4H club, etc.

Continued on Page 9
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ANCESTORS UNLIMITED

HELPING TO FIND
YOUR INVERNESS COUNTY ROOTS

By: Jim St Clair

INFORMATION FROM CAPE BRETON LAND RECORDS:

1. 1804 - Petition from "Inhabitants of Great Judique” -
They seek confirmation of land they set apart for a clergyman, made a burying ground and
built a chapel - the names attached:

John Cameron John McInnes Malcom Gillis
Donald McInnes Alexander McInnes Donald McDonald
Edward Hayes Thomas McDonald John McNeal (sic)
Niel (sic) McDougald John Graham ‘ Allan McDonald
Angus McInnes John Chisholm Alexander Chisholm
Donald Gillis William Chisholm | Hugh McLean
Robert McInnes Donald McInnes Duncan Gillis ~
Charles McInnes John Gillis Dougald McDonald
Donald Mclsaac Alexander Gillis John McDonald
Dennis Murphy Donald McDonald THHEHBREEHEHL

Question: Is the chapel mentioned in the Petition the barn on the Shore Road at Judique
North?

2. 1826 - Petition from Samuel Cameron of River Dinnie -

The Petitioner, the previous August, "pitched upon alot” in River Dinnie, in the rear of the lots
of John Jackson and Hewat. He intended to petition immediately, but was called to Pictou to
give evidence in a law suit on September 19th. He stayed there a month. On his return, he was
detained for two weeks at Arichat on a business trip. When he finally arrived at the land office
in Sydney, he was informed by W. Crawley, the Land Officer, that Dougald Matteson (sic) had
applied for the land. Cameron asks that his application be considered before Mattesons. But
Warrant issued for Matteson on 20th November.

Comment: There is much information in this Petition about travel and activities of the time.

3. 1815 - Petition of Michael Green -
Green is 23 years of age and a native of Waterford, Ireland. He asks for lot 2 on the east side
of the Southwest Branch of Mabou, formerly occupied by Angus Cameron and later by John
Shay. Petition approved.

4. 1822 - Petition of John McLeod of Gut of Canso -
McLeod is a native of Scotland, age 37, married and has four children. Resides on lot at Gut
of Canso for which a warrant was issued some years ago to James Stuart. Stuart built a house
and stable and improved about seven acres. He then sold the improvements to Donald
McPhiel, who never paid Stuart and subsequently moved to P.E.L, from whence he sent Hugh
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ANCESTORS UNLIMITED - LAND RECORDS....

Cameron to take possession. McLeodpaid Cameron sixty pounds for land and built a house.
Cameron died and his widow continued to reside in the house (that Stuart built) with Patrick
Clansie, an Irish fisherman. Stuart now threatens to dispossess both Mrs. Cameron and McLeod.
McLeod agrees to purchase improvements from Stuart and asks for grant. The following
neighbours state McLeod is a 'good neighbour and "has cleared a good part of the premises: Hugh
McMillan, Lachlan McPhaden, Donald McMillan, John McMillan, Collin (sic) McEachern, James
Stuart, David McPherson, George McKay, William Bannerman, John Younie, William Cruickshank.
Comment: An insightinto local mores at Port Hastings in the 1820's - plus an interesting listing of
names.

Question: Can this be the McLeod who moved to River Dennis Mountain?

2000VVVVVVVVVVVBVVDDBY

CONDUCTING SEARCHES - HINTS:

Many researchers seeking lost relatives in the |These days, those seeking
United States will find much information in the US |information on their roots are
Census records. For the most part, indices for the |recognizing that the Internet is an
various censuses are now available on-line or on |excellent resource tool. Three URL’s
CD-ROM. ‘ (internet addresses) to try are:

The US Census-taking started shortly after the end | http://www.ancestry.com.
of the American Revolution in 1790 and has continued | http://www.genealogydatabase.com
to be gathered every ten years since then. The 1790 | http://worldconnect.rootsweb.com
census lists heads of household, the number - of “free”
males and females in each house, and the number of
slaves.

By the 1880 census, the records began to include the birthplace of each person'’s parents and
the relationships of each person in the house to the head of the household. This census is
particularly useful in tracing relatives from Inverness County who went to the United States -
thousands of them after the US Civil War of the 1860s. The 1900 census provides answers to the
question of "when were you born?” - month and year. Many Inverness County people will be
found on that census. In contrast to the Canadian Census which is not available to researchers after
the 1901 document, the 1910 and 1920 records are available for the US. If the
material desired is not found on the ‘net, then all these records are.available

at the libraries of the family Centers of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints.

Who Knows?

Photo at left is of the tombstone of one Hector Grant, born Big Island, Nova
Scotia 1883 and died 1949. This tombstone is located in Dawson City, Yukon.
Is it possible that Hector was born right here in Inverness County?

Thanks to Lynda Pollitt of Prince Rupert, daughter of Jim Mclntosh, River Denys, for
submitting this photo to us.

Continued next page
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